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A LOOK AT WHAT THE UPCOMING 
MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL  
SEASON HAS TO OFFER

The Associated Press

Oklahoma's Trae Young 
took college basketball by 
storm, leading the nation in 
scoring and assists. Deandre 
Ayton played his one season 
at Arizona with power and 
athleticism few could match. 
Versatile big man Marvin 
Bagley III made his lone year 
at Duke a memorable one.

The talented trio made his-
tory Tuesday by being named 
to the AP All-America team, 
the first time three freshmen 
were named to the first team 
in its 70-year history.

T h e y  w e r e  j o i n e d  b y 
Villanova's Jalen Brunson 
and Kansas guard Devonte' 
Graham on the team selected 
by the same 65-member 
national media panel that 
selects the weekly AP Top 25.

The All-America first team 
has had a pair of freshmen 
three times: John Wall and 

Demarcus Cousins in 2010;
Michael Beasley and Kevin 
Love in 2008; Kevin Durant 
and Greg Oden in 2007.

Young, Ayton and Bagley 
set a new standard with stellar 
one-and-done seasons.

Young was a top recruit
coming out of  Norman, 
Oklahoma, and chose to play 
for his hometown Sooners. 
Oklahoma fans were sure glad
he did.

A 6-foot-2 point guard, 
Young popped up on the 
national radar by scoring 43 
points against Oregon early 
in the season and broke the 
NCAA record with 22 assists
against Northwestern State 
less than a month later.

Even when teams started to
figure out ways to slow Young,
he kept scoring and dishing,
leading the nation at 27.4 
points and 8.7 assists.

Freshmen featured 
on AP All-America 
basketball 1st team 

Arizona’s 
Deandre 
Ayton 
is one 
of three 
freshmen 
named 
to the 
AP All-
America 
first 
team. 
[AP FILE 

PHOTO]

By Ben Birnell
bbirnell@uticaod.com

UTICA - There has been no 
shortage of opportunity for this 
year's Utica Comets.

Depleted by a myriad of inju-
ries and NHL call-ups, Utica 
has been forced to add players 
on professional tryout (PTO) 
contracts. A total of 20 players 
– an uncommon number for an 
American Hockey League team 
- have spent time on PTOs with 
the Comets this season.

One of those PTO players, 
Andrew Cherniwchan, first joined 
Utica on Dec. 29 from ECHL 
South Carolina, and the versatile 
28-year-old has played center and 
wing and has been part of Utica’s 
second-ranked penalty kill.

“No matter who has been in 
the lineup, everyone is contrib-
uting,” said Cherniwchan, who 
has a career-best seven goals in 
31 games. “I think that’s what 
we’re good at here: You can kind 
of scramble some lines together 
and guys get along. We have 
chemistry and find a way to get 

it done.”
One of the best examples 

of PTO contributions came 
Sunday in the Comets’ 4-3 win 
over the Binghamton Devils 
when Cherniwchan, Zac Lynch, 
Frankie Simonelli and Matt 
Leitner scored. Cherniwchan also 
pointed to Vincent Arseneau’s 
second-period fight that helped 
spark the team.

“It has been really satisfying 
to see these guys get rewarded,” 
said Comets coach Trent Cull, 
who has used a team-high 49 

players this season. “We’ve had 
a bunch of guys come in and 
keep playing hungry. The great 
thing about it is that it is new 
blood. It adds a bit of jump to 
our room.”

With nine regular-season 
games remaining, the Comets 
want to improve their North 
Division playoff  position. 
That starts Wednesday when 
the fourth-place Comets (33-24-
6-4, 76 points) visit third-place 
Rochester (31-20-10-6, 78).

The Comets also play two 
g a m e s  e a c h  a g a i n s t   d i v i -
sion-leading Toronto (96 points) 
and second-place Syracuse (89).

“Those (PTO) guys are a big 
reason – if not the biggest – as 
to why we are in a playoff spot,” 
Wacey Hamilton said. “Every 
guy, whether they’re still here or 
whether they’ve gone back down, 
has bought in and has played 
hard. I think that’s a credit to 
coaching and (Director of Hockey 
Operations) Pat Conacher bring-
ing the right guys in here.

The Utica Comets’ Andrew Cherniwchan (82) battles against Wilkes-Barre/Scranton player Zach Trotman on Friday. 
Cherinwchan is among the players of professional tryout contracts who have helped the Comets this season. [ALEX 

COOPER / OBSERVER-DISPATCH]

Comets get a boost 
from PTO players

Cherniwchan, others contribute in a variety of ways for Utica

Up next

What: Utica Comets at Rochester 
Americans.
When: 7:05 p.m. Wednesday.
Where: Blue Cross Arena, 
Rochester.
Radio: KROCK 94.9 FM.
TV: MSG-Plus (Channel 67 in the 
Utica area).
Season series: The Comets are 
6-1-1-1 following the team’s 3-2 
shootout win over the Amerks on 
Jan. 17 in Utica.

By Ron Moshier
rmoshier@uticaod.com

It was a team, a season, and a 
game Chris Mahoney will never 
forget.

The "perfect storm" is what he 
called it back then, back when his 
Oriskany boys basketball team 
took the New York State Public 
High School Athletic Association 
Championships and the Glens 
Falls Civic Center by storm.

“I was thinking, ‘We’re going 

to cool down some time,’ but we 
never did,” Mahoney said that 
memorable March night, after 
Oriskany had put the finishing 
touches on a perfect, 27-0 season 
with a 79-54 win over previously 

unbeaten and top-ranked Moriah
team in the Class D state champi-
onship game. "What more could 
you ask for? To win by 25 points 
in the state championship game
and finish 27-0? That’s pretty
special."

S o ,  t o o ,  w e r e  t h e  f o u r
other seasons Mahoney spent as 
Oriskany's head coach - a brief,
but remarkably rewarding run 
that ended Tuesday when he told 
his players that he was resigning.

The 34-year-old Mahoney,
who three weeks ago became 
a father, girl friend Danielle

Mahoney resigning as basketball coach
Led undefeated Oriskany 
to a Class D state title  
two years ago

About Chris Mahoney

Age: 34
Hometown: Yorkville
High School: Notre Dame,  
Class of 2001.
For the record: Was 89-26 with 
three league titles, one Section III 
championship, and one Class D 
state title in five years at Oriskany.

See COACH,  C3

See COMETS,  C5

See 1st TEAM,  C3

Oriskany head 
coach Chris 

Mahoney is all 
smiles after his 

basketball team 
capped a perfect 

2015-16 season 
with a 79-54 victory 

over Moriah in 
the Class D final 
of the New York 

State Public High 
School Athletic 

Association 
Championships 

at the Glens Falls 
Civic Center. [O-D 

FILE PHOTO]
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The Associated Press

Robinson Cano dreamed 
as a kid of going to bat with 
the bases loaded, two outs 
in the bottom of the ninth 
inning in Game 7 of the 
World Series and hitting a 
home run.

There was also a mile-
stone number that seemed 
so improbable: 3,000 hits.

“You dream one day what 
if feels like to win an MVP, 
to be an All-Star, to win a 
Gold Glove,” said Cano, the 
Seattle Mariners’ second 
baseman. “When you’re 
a kid, you think, `I wish I 
could get 3,000 one day.’ 
... It’s one of those things 
that once you get to the big 
leagues you know how hard 
it is, and then you under-
stand at the same time there 
are not too many guys that 
get 3,000 hits. It’s hard.”

Just how hard?
There are only 31 players 

who have done it. And the 
only two active in the majors 
are 44-year-old outfielder 
Ichiro Suzuki, back with 
Seattle; and Texas Rangers 
third baseman Adrian Beltre, 
the 3,000-hit club’s newest 
member .

And that milestone could 
be becoming even more 
elusive.

“Longevity is one thing,” 
said A.J. Hinch, manager of 
the World Series champion 
Houston Astros. “Being 

good as you age, being able 
to handle the type of pitch-
ing and the type of defenses 
that are happening now, 
it might be more and more 
rare that guys reach these 
accomplishments based on 
the information and how 
difficult it is to perform like 
that for that long.”

Albert Pujols goes into this 
season for the Los Angeles 
Angels with 2,968 hits, 
making it likely a player will 
join  the prestigious club 
in four straight years - a 
first. Alex Rodriguez got his 
3,000th hit with a homer in 
2015, Ichiro did with a triple 
in 2016 and Beltre with a 
double last summer.

But after Pujols, a three-
time NL MVP with the St. 

Louis Cardinals who is now 
38 and in his 18th big league 
season, it will be at least a 
couple more seasons before 
another 3,000-hit watch 
kicks in for someone else.

“When you say 3,000 hits, 
that means that you were 
good for a long time,” said 
Cleveland Indians manager 
Terry Francona, who as a 
young player with Montreal 
in 1984 was teammates for 
part of a season with MLB 
career hits leader Pete Rose, 
who had 4,256 over 24 big 
league seasons.

“ S t a r t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t 
4,200, and then you start 
thinking, OK, that’s 20 years 
of 200 hits, and you’re still 
not there,” Francona said.

The next active player 

on the career hits list after 
Pujols is another big man, 
34-year-old Miguel Cabrera 
at 2,636. Miggy played 130 
games last season for the 
Detroit Tigers and had 117 
hits, his fewest since 84 
as a rookie in 2003. Then 
comes eight-time All-Star 
and two-time Gold Glove 
winner Cano, 35 and going 
into his 14th season; he has 
2,376.

“I know if I stay healthy, 
and I can play for the next 
six years healthy, I can do 
it,” Cano said. “But I know 
there are too many hits left. 
I don’t think, ̀ I’ve got to get 
there.’ I go step by step and 
play this season and see how 
it goes, and play the next and 
see how it goes and see how 

close you get.”
Hank Aaron and Willie 

Mays both got to 3,000 in 
the summer of 1970. Lou 
Brock and Carl Yastrzemski 
did so within a month of 
each other in 1979, the 
season after Rose joined the 
club more than eight years 
before his last career hit.

Only once before now 
had players reached 3,000 
in three consecutive sea-
sons - from 1999-2001 
when four players did. Tony 
Gwynn and Wade Boggs 
got No. 3,000 on back-
to-back-days in August 
1999, before Cal Ripken Jr. 
the next season and Rickey 
Henderson in 2001.

The milestone was then 
reached only three more 
times over the following 13 
seasons - Rafael Palmeiro in 
2005, Craig Biggio in 2007 
and Derek Jeter in 2011 - 
until A-Rod started the 
current surge.

Former Tigers manager 
Brad Ausmus, now a special 
assistant to Angels gen-
eral manager Billy Eppler, 
played with two 3,000-hit 
club members - Biggio in 
Houston and Tony Gwynn 
in San Diego.

“(Biggio) played every 
day. That’s part of the 
reason he got 3,000 hits, is 
he was good and he played 
every single day,” Ausmus 
said. “Tony Gwynn, he was 
just a great hitter, best I’ve 
ever seen at putting the 
barrel on the ball, and having 
it find a place to land.”

There are only nine active 

players with at least 2,000 
hits - four having fewer than 
2,100. That list is topped by 
two-time AL batting cham-
pion Ichiro at 3,080 after 
1,278 more hits over nine 
seasons in Japan, and Beltre
at 3,048 and the only active 
player with at least 20 sea-
sons in the majors - this will 
be his 21st.

Reigning AL MVP Jose 
Altuve has had four straight
200-hit seasons, lead-
ing the majors twice and
the American League all
four of those years. The 
27-year-old Astros second
baseman, who this spring
got the longest contract in 
team history through 2024, 
has 1,250 career hits - 48th 
among active players and
still nearly nine 200-hit 
seasons from 3,000. He is
a .316 career hitter through
982 games.

The youngest  player 
with at least 1,000 hits is 
26-year-old center fielder
Mike Trout, the two-time 
AL MVP going into his eighth
season with the Angels as a
.306 hitter with 1,040 hits in
925 games.

As for players now just
going into their 10th sea-
sons, 2013 NL MVP Andrew 
McCutchen, the 31-year-
old outfielder now with the
San Francisco Giants after 
his first nine seasons with 
Pittsburgh, has the most hits 
at 1,463 - just shy of halfway 
to 3,000. That is only six
more hits than Elvis Andrus, 
the 29-year-old Rangers 
shortstop.

MLB milestones getting more elusive

Los Angeles Angels’ Albert Pujols begins the season only 32 hits away from 3,000 in his career, so this 
likely will be the fourth straight season a player joins the prestigious club. [AP FILE PHOTO / CHRIS CARLSON]

After Pujols, next 
batter to reach 3,000 
hits may take a while

Valenti and their daugther, 
McKenna, have relocated in 
the Albany area.

“I officially told the kids 
today,” he said. “It was 
pretty tough. It’s sad, but 
it’s the right move. It’s the 
next chapter of my life. 
I’m going to miss it a lot, 
the friendships I’ve devel-
oped with the students and 
the staff. ... I’m glad I had 
the opportunity to build a 
program.”

Mahoney, a home-grown 
coach from Yorkville, was a 
star at New York Mills High 
School and later at Notre 
Dame, where he played 
basketball for Hall of Fame 
coach Mike Durr. As a 
junior, he helped the Notre 
Dame boys basketball team 
reach the finals of the state 
tournament, and a year later 
he was a senior member of a 

Notre Dame baseball team 
that won a state champion-
ship in 2001.

A s  O r i s k a n y ’ s  h e a d 
coach, Mahoney had an 
89-26 record, and his teams 
won three Center State 
Conference division titles 
in his five seasons.

This year’s Oriskany team 

won another CSC champi-
onship, finished 20-3 overall 
and was ranked No. 19 in 
the final Class D state poll. 
Oriskany won 15 straight 
games before losing to state-
ranked defending champion 
Madison in the Section III 
semifinals.

“He taught me a lot, and 

not just about basketball,” 
said Oriskany senior Ricky 
Phelps,  a  1,000-point 
scorer who led this year’s 
team in scoring and was a 
sophomore standout on 
the state championship. “It 
was his constant drive to 
get better. He always made 
it clear to us that we should 
never be satisfied, that we 
should keep trying to be 
better.”

It doesn’t get any better 
than the 2015-16 season, 
and the unbeaten Oriskany 
team that set a state-tour-
nament record by draining 
15 three-pointers in the 
Class D final against Moriah. 
Senior Anthony Warcup had 
six of those 3s, scored 25 
points and was named MVP 
of the Class D state tourna-
ment. Senior guard Marcus 
Smithling led all scorers 
with 25 points and senior 
Ryan Schmadel - Oriskany’s 
all-time scoring leader with 
1,746 points - added 18 
points.

“It was a special group 

of guys,” Mahoney said. 
“It was their desire to get 
better every day, to chal-
lenge each other every day 
in practice, to set their goals 
higher. Making that run to 
the states, how we did it and 
putting Oriskany on the map 
...  I’m not going to forget 
that. I’m not going to forget 
any of those seasons.”

Oriskany will return sev-
eral players from this year’s 
20-3 team, including Aaron 
Warcup, Brandon Reid, 
Colton Davis and Matt Enos.

“Our basketball program 
really bought into his phi-
losophy and his system,” 
Tom Meiss, Oriskany’s 
Director of Athletics, said of 
Mahoney. “In five years, he 
was able to instill a winning 
culture.”

Mahoney, who has been 
teaching at Upstate Cerebral 
Palsy, has not ruled out a 
return to coaching in the 
Albany area.

“I’m going to explore a 
lot of different options,” he 
said. 

COACH
From Page C1

“He’s had an interesting 
year, probably as interest-
ing as anyone can have,” 
Oklahoma coach Lon Kruger 
said. “He battled well all 
year long.”

So did Ayton.
An imposing presence at 

7-foot-1, 260 pounds, the 
big man from the Bahamas 
dominated at both ends, 
throwing down massive 
dunks, dropping in mid-
range jumpers and swatting 
shots into the stands.

Ayton averaged 20.1 
points on 61 percent shoot-
ing, 11.6 rebounds and 2.0 
blocked shots per game on 
his way to becoming the 
Pac-12 player of the year.

“He’s a once-in-a-gener-
ation player,” Arizona coach 
Sean Miller said. “I doubt if 
I will ever coach anyone like 
him again. I don’t mean that 
we won’t try, but there just 
aren’t many Deandres walk-
ing around.”

Same could be said of 
Bagley.

The big man from Phoenix 
is 6-11, but plays more like 
a much smaller player, 
athletically getting to the 
rim, stroking in 3-point-
ers, soaring in for alley-oop 

dunks. Bagley became the 
first Duke player since the 
1960s to have 30 points and 
20 rebounds in a game when 
he had 32 and 21 against 
Florida State, and led the 
Blue Devils with 21.2 points 
and 11.1 rebounds.

“He’s the most unique 
player we’ve had here 
at  Duke during my 38 
years,” Duke coach Mike 
Krzyzewski said. “He has 
everything.”

Brunson flirted with 
leaving for the NBA after 
his sophomore season. His 
decision to come back keyed 
Villanova’s return to the 
Final Four.

A 6-3 guard, Brunson is 
arguably the nation’s best 
all-around player. He led 
Villanova with 19.2 points, 
4.6 assists and grabbed 3.1 
rebounds per game while 
leading the Wildcats to the 
Final Four for the second 
time in three seasons.

“On the court he’s as 
complete a player as there 
can be, very intelligent,” 
Villanova coach Jay Wright 
said. “Posts up, shoots 3s, 
drives, passes, does every-
thing. Defend, rebounds. 
And his work ethic is matu-
rity every day. We joked he’s 
the most mature person in 
the program including all of 
the coaches and me. And he 
is.”

Graham took a backseat 

to All-American Frank 
Mason III in Kansas a year 
ago. This season, he’s been 
the Jayhawks’ unques-
tioned leader. Heady and 
with knack for making big 
plays late in games, Graham 
led Kansas with 17.2 points. 
7.3 assists and grabbed 4.0 
rebounds per game while 

taking the Jayhawks to the 
Final Four.

“He’s the best intangi-
ble guy we’ve ever had here 
and has as good of leader-
ship qualities as anybody 
I’ve ever coached,” Kansas 
coach Bill Self said. “So he’s 
been the complete package 
as a player, and basically 

he’s a guy that I don’t think 
coaches get an opportunity 
to coach but every few years. 
And certainly we’ve been 
blessed to have him.”

 
2018 MEN’S AP ALL-AMERICA TEAM
Statistics through March 11
First Team: Jalen Brunson, Villanova, 6-3, 190, 
junior, Lincolnshire, Ill., 19.4 ppg, 3.1 rpg, 4.7 
apg, 53.1 fg pct, 41.3 3pt fg pct (63 first-place 
votes, 321 points); Deandre Ayton, Arizona, 7-1, 

250, freshman, Nassau, Bahamas, 20.3 ppg, 
11.5 rpg, 61.6 fg pct, 2.0 blocks (61, 317); Trae 
Young, Oklahoma, 6-2, 180, freshman, Norman, 
Okla., 27.4 ppg, 3.9 rpg, 8.8 apg, 1.7 steals, 35.3 
minutes (61, 315); Marvin Bagley III, Duke, 6-11, 
234, freshman, Phoenix, 21.1 ppg, 11.5 rpg, 60.5 
fg pct, 2.0 blocks (59, 313); Devonte’ Graham, 
Kansas, 6-2, 185, senior, Raleigh, N.C., 17.3 ppg, 
3.9 rpg, 7.5 apg, 1.6 steals, 41.2 3pt fg pct, 83.4 
ft pct, 37.6 minutes (54, 303).
Second Team: Keita Bates-Diop, Ohio State, 
6-7, 235, junior, Normal, Ill., 19.4 ppg, 8.8 rpg, 
1.7 blocks (10, 186); Trevon Bluiett, Xavier, 6-6, 
198, senior, Indianapolis, 19.5 ppg, 5.7 rpg, 2.5 
apg, 42.3 3pt fg pct, 86.1 ft pct (5, 183); Jock 
Landale, Saint Mary’s, 6-11, 255, senior, East 
Malvern, Australia, 21.4 ppg, 10.3 rpg, 2.1 apg, 
64.0 fg pct, 1.1 blocks (3, 153); Miles Bridges, 
Michigan State, 6-7, 225, sophomore, Flint, 
Mich., 16.9 ppg, 6.9 rpg, 2.8 apg, 88.3 ft pct 
(3, 145); Jevon Carter, West Virginia, 6-2, 205, 
senior, Maywood, Ill., 17.0 ppg, 4.7 rpg, 6.6 apg, 
86.3 ft pct, 2.9 steals (1, 109).
Third Team: Keenan Evans, Texas Tech, 6-3, 
190, senior, Richardson, Texas, 17.5 ppg, 
3.1 rpg, 3.2 apg, 1.2 steals (2, 102); Carsen 
Edwards, Purdue, 6-1, 200, sophomore, 
Atascocita, Texas, 18.5 ppg, 3.9 rpg, 3.0 apg, 
41.2 3pt fg pct, 1.2 steals (0, 99); Mikal Bridges, 
Villanova, 6-7, 210, junior, Malvern, Pa., 18.0 
ppg, 5.4 rpg, 2.1 apg, 52.1 fg pct, 43.3 3pt fg 
pct, 85.1 ft pct, 1.6 steals (2, 64); Luke Maye, 
North Carolina, 6-8, 240, junior, Huntersville, 
N.C., 17.2 ppg, 10.1 rpg, 2.4 apg, 44.0 3pt fg pct, 
1.0 steals, 1.1 blocks (0, 64); Kyle Guy, Virginia, 
6-2, 175, sophomore, Indianapolis, 14.1 ppg, 2.6 
rpg, 39.5 3pt fg pct, 1.0 steals (0, 40).
Honorable Mention (alphabetical order): Jaylen 
Adams, St. Bonaventure; Peyton Aldridge, 
Davidson; Grayson Allen, Duke; Mo Bamba, 
Texas; Trae Bell-Haynes, Vermont; Joel Berry 
II, North Carolina; Bogdan Bliznyuk, Eastern 
Washington; Desonta Bradford, ETSU; Tony 
Carr, Penn State; Gary Clark, Cincinnati; Xavier 
Cooks, Winthrop; Jermaine Crumpton, Canisius; 
Clayton Custer, Loyola of Chicago; Mike Daum, 
South Dakota State; Angel Delgado, Seton 
Hall; Kahlil Dukes, Niagara; Tre’Shaun Fletcher, 
Toledo; Marcus Foster, Creighton; Brandon 
Goodwin, Florida Gulf Coast; Isaac Haas, 
Purdue; Aaron Holiday, UCLA; Jordan Howard, 
Central Arkansas; Jemerrio Jones, New Mexico 
State; Nick King, Middle Tennessee; Kevin 
Knox, Kentucky; Fletcher Magee, Wofford; 
Caleb Martin, Nevada; Kelan Martin, Butler; 
Yante Maten, Georgia; Martaveous McKnight, 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff; Kendrick Nunn, Oakland; 
Shamorie Ponds, St. John’s; Jerome Robinson, 
Boston College; Junior Robinson, Mount 
St. Mary’s; Collin Sexton, Alabama; Landry 
Shamet, Wichita State; T.J. Shorts II, UC Davis; 
D’Marcus Simonds, Georgia State; Jonathan 
Stark, Murray State; Brandon Tabb, Bethune-
Cookman; Zach Thomas, Bucknell; Seth Towns, 
Harvard; Allonzo Trier, Arizona; Grant Williams, 
Tennessee; Johnathan Williams, Gonzaga; Justin 
Wright-Foreman, Hofstra.

1ST TEAM
From Page C1

LEFT: Duke freshman Marvin Bagley III was named to the AP All-America first team on Tuesday. 
RIGHT: Oklahoma’s Trae Young is one of three freshmen who were named to the AP All-America 
first team on Tuesday. He already has said he was going to make himself eligible for the NBA 
Draft. [AP FILE PHOTOS]

The Oriskany boys basketball team huddles around head 
coach Chris Mahoney after calling a timeout during the Class 
D state championship game at the Glens Falls Civic Center 
on March 12, 2016. Oriskany’s win over Moriah capped a 27-0 
season. [O-D FILE PHOTO]
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