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By CAITLIN KIRK
& MADDY MACK
STAFF WRITERS

Congratulationsl You have been
selected to join the Class of 2027 at...
Please click the link below to submit your
depasit and confirm your envollment,
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sors to review their applications. fin
that fz'.temﬁy their ‘joé? These advisors
are specifically hired to review applica-
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Throughout the years, the way that
colleges have changed their admission
process has put an unnecessary finan-
cial strain on the accepted students.
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the real debt soars far
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upwards of $50 just to take the test.
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they must also pay for a board of adwi-

tions. So why are students required to

pay extra fees to submit an application?

How else are you supposed to apply?
Although the college of a student’s

choice gives an estimated tuition cost,

completely unnecessary. While beliefs
about standardized tests, like the SATs,
are changing, many people still take
them to better their acceptance chanc-
es and give them scholarship opportu-

nities. To take the SAT, a student

must sign up weeks in advance and pay
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Not only do students now have ro pay Jordon Chando, junior,
an arm and a leg for their studies, but See Coll ege, pPagekdrs 'st SNLHSt Day to
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BY SUSAN GILSBACH
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

All too often, T hear some
variation of the idea that young
people don't know as much as
adults. Often, this comes in the
form of the phrase "What do
vou know? You're a kid!”

This phrase is hurtful, and
5ftgnema§ep Tnl B8 like the

| mport a

opinions that I have formed are
invalid, despite all of the re-
search that I have done to make
my opinion.

Think about it like this: if a
student writes a history paper
that deserves an A: it's well-
researched, it’s formatted per-
fectly, and everything abourt this
the

wouldn't give the student an F

paper is great, teacher

nce of

just because the student hadn’t
had a college history class yet.

So, how is it fair to devalue
my opinion just because 'm not
the same age as the person I'm
ralking to?

One of the most commeon
arguments to support the idea
that young adults are less valid
in their opinion is that young
people can’t properly do re-

\tla lopii mg oan

search. However; this idea is
High

requires a lot of research, as does

simply untrue. school
college\ The internet is a very
easily accessible toal for people
who grew up in the age of cell
phones, and it offers us access o
so many resources right at our
fingertips. In fact, we use it al-
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By LILY GROOVER
EDITOR IN CHIEF

To protect and serve. That is the offi-
clal motto of the police force. Within the
walls of Northern Lehigh, we have three,
real, legit, school officers to protect and
serve us. Each officer is here for one spe-
cific purpose: safety. Whether that is
safety from yourself, safery from another
peer, or safety from whatever or whomev-
er is outside, they are there to protect.

Officer Mark Nicosia and Officer
Zachary Wargula are official school po-
lice officers, or SPOs, for short. Officer
Nicosia covers both the middle and high
school, while Officer Wargula is sta-
tioned at Peters Elementary. Officer Da-
vid Jones is the Chief of Police and
School Safery and Security Coordinator
stationed at Slatington Elementary and
the District Office.

Northern Lehigh is a tiny district,
and both officers Nicosia and Wargula
appreciate the tight-knit community of
the Slatington area. “In big schools you
can go four years and there will be kids
that you've never seen before at gradua-
tiorn. If that kid is in need, how am [
going to help them if I can't find them in
a big, populated school? Here at the high
school, 1 have roughly 500 students,”
Officer Nicosia says. “At some point eve-
ry kid has seen me. The visibility is good,
if I go to three lunches a day almost every
kid sees me, and word spreads if [ talk or
treat one student nicely.”

Officer Wargula says, “Being a police
officer here in this school and this com-
munity means everything. It's the grear-
est job on the planet. This school and
community is close knit; it values people
of all walks of life and backgrounds. They
lock after each other and care about each
other. It reminds me of my home town
of Tamaqua just a few short miles up and
over the mountain.”

Officer Nicosia is originally from the
state of New York, as many can tell by
his demeanor, and attended the State
University of New York Communiry
College for two years, got an associate’s
degree, and moved to Pennsylvania. He
was then hired by the Whitehall Police
Department, which put him through the
Allentown Police Academy. He then
worked for the Lehigh County Sheriffs
Office. Officer Nicosia is certified in Act
120, which iz whar the certification for a
police officer is, and certified in Act 2,
which is what certifies a depurty sheriff,
through the National Association of
School Resource Officers INASRO).

In and around each school, the offic-
ers oversee many different tasks each day.
Officer Jones does some law enforce-
ment, informal mentoring and counsel-
ing, and some in-person teaching when
asked by staff and administration. He
says his job is about creating partnet-
ships, building relationships, and ensur-
ing school safety.

Officer Nicosia starts his day at 6:30
AM while he monitors all of the drop-
offs, starting at the high school and mid-
dle school before ending at Peters Ele-
mentary. After that, he comes back to his
main area, where he spends "G0% of the
time at the high school and the rest at the
middle school,” as there are four grade
levels here, compared o only two across
the parking lot. Each day, Officer Nicosia
tries to interact with as many students as
possibie, by popping into classrooms
without lecture time, to make as many
connections as possibie\

“T'm just making sure I'm taiking to
everybody, some kids need somebody to
hear them. A lot of kids tell me things,
whether it's personai, something they
observed, a rumor, about their homelife,
or their boyfriend;"girifriend, ¥Ou name
ic.” Additionally, things come up such as
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vapes, fights, lockdowns: “We have to be
here, we hawve to handle it,” Officer Nico-
sia says.

Officer Wargula has the same mind-
set of trying to connect with as many
people as possible: “I stop into classes and
get involved in activities going on, attend
lunches, sit and eat with students, attend
classes and build things with students, do
artwork, color, attend gym and get in-
volved, and even go into classrooms and
teach lessons to inform our student body
about right and wrong, the law, among
other things.” And of course, each officer
makes sure that the school is as safe as
possible for each student. Officer Wargu-
la says, “We must make sure thar all
doorways in and out of the school are
closed and are locked, that there are no
suspicious peopie who do not beiong on
school grounds walking around or lock-
ing to cause trouble. To heip with this,
since we cannot be everywhere all at
once, we utilize & massive camera system
that surveils every inch of the school
grounds, so that we can track people and
things and find out easier what is going
on even when we can't physically be

there in person\”
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Officer Wargula graduated from Ta-
maqua High School in 2015 and atrend-
ed Kurzrown University to get his bache-
lot's degree in Criminal Justice with a
Minot in History. He wotked a variety of
security jobs before attending the Police
Aeademy and graduating in 2020, Since
thern, he has worked on the street with
the West Penn Township Police Depart-
ment in Schuylkill County as well as the
Weatherly Borough Police Department
in Carbon County. He also worked for
the Lehigh County Coroner's Office as a
Deputy Coroner/Forensic Investigator in
2022. He is the newest addition to our
school district’s poiice staff.

Ensuring the safery of the students
and staff at each school, the officers are
trained to take care of incidents that
come about. For example, during the
administrative lockdown that happened
on Mar. 17, Officer Nicosia, aiong with
local and state police officers, searched,
interrogated, and uitimateiy determined
the school to be safe, letting us hold our
Spring Homecoming Dance the follow-
ing day\

These officers are here to be a helping
hand toward all the students in NL.

Officer Nicosia says that his least favorite
part of the job is the "actual police stuff!’
“I hate jamming the kids up and giving
them citations, but it's a necessary evil of
the job. They dicrate how it happens. We
tell you “don’t bring drugs to school” in
elementary and middle school, then sud-
denly in high school, the rules don't ap-
ply anymore. You have to face the conse-
quences, I can only do so much. The
rules are the rules”

Otficer Wargula has the same way of
thinking: “This job to e means being an
authority ﬁgure to students, being a pa-
rental ﬁgure, being a friend to students,
being a tutor and teacher, being a rmen-
tor, and most importantiy just being
present and available, an open door. I
want students to trust the police, to
know that we are here o help and we
aren't scary and serious monsters that
only show up to arrest someone.”

“As we've seen in the news in recent
years, this job is one of the most im-
portant jobs in law enforcement, and
demands people that take the role seri-
ously and care deeply abour the student
body as a whole,” says Officer Wargula,
“which is exactiy what [ will do” @&
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Opinions, from
most every day for our classes in math,
sclence, English, and so much more.

So, the idea that young people can't
do proper research is overruled by the
amount of research papers that the aver-
age college or high school student writes
per year. The average research paper re-
quires students to think, as well as re-
search. Both of these qualities are key
components of forming an opinion.

Another reason that is often given is

that young people know less because they

("
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pra Kpes. Fiis idea is simpiy untrue.
Young people in today’s day and age are
required to take almost every kind of class
that you can think of in high school, so
we tend to be even just a bit intelligent
on the matter of most topics. While peo-
ple in older generations may have had the
time for more real-world experience, that
does not make the younger generations’
opinions any less important or valid.
Parents tend to devalue the opinions
of their children when they're too busy,
or when they simply don't feel like listen-
ing. While this is a valid course of action,

Y S i

we should be doing more to cultivate the

« |

decision making and the opinicn forming
skills that children have so that they will
be prepared to form fully researched
opinions, an essential skill for as they get
older.

While the opinions of young people
may be seen as less than the opinions of
older generations, it’s our generation that
is going to inherit the world that is left
for us. So shouldn’t we have a say in what
happens to it? lsn't it important to listen
to and value the opinions of those who
have to take ower once it's their turn?

f ® ®r

And, if anything, shouldn't young people
be learning how to be the world's next
leaders?

Children are often raised to be “seen
and not heard,” but that mindset is very
harmful to the children, and even young
adults in today’s world. Just because peo-
ple are younger does not make their opin-
ion any less walid or important, no matter
what excuse people try to give them.
Young people deserve to be heard, and we
deserve a say in what happens to the
world that we are going to inherit. @
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Coll ege, from

Thankfully, the wiew of the im-
portance of standardized tests has started
to change. However, many students still
feel the need to not only take them, but
prepare for them as well. Some students
take the SATs multiple times, hoping to
improve their scores. Others pay to take
the practice SAT, or PSAT, and some
even buy practice books. All of this work
goes into taking a multiple-hour rest that
can either greatly, or minimally, impact
the chances of going to a dream college.
Now imagine getting a great score, and
finding out you also have to pay to send
that great score to the college you want to
attend. If you are still debating your
choice and want to send your scorss to
multiple schools, you have to pay for
each school you send them ro.

These pressing issues and costly deci-
sions are being put on college graduates
and upcoming college freshmen. Alivia
Obenski, an NLHS senior, applied to five
colleges before deciding on one that was
the right fit for her. “I was most nervous
about the cost of the college and the idea
of not knowing anyone there,” she said.
Cost is still an important factor for
Obenski, as it is for many others. *T did-
n't start thinking about applying to col-
lege untl December of my senior year,”
she said. “Ar this point, I'm past having
second thoughts about the cost. I'm hav-
ing third, fourth, and ffth thoughts
about the entire college process. I'm up-
set, scared, and trying to prepare to be in
debr for the rest of my life just for an
education.”

Seth Adams is a senior at NLHS, and
he is also planning to attend college. Alr-
hough feeling prepared for the steps he
needed to take, it was still & nerve-
wracking decision. *I was probably most
nervous about getting accepted,” he said.
“I'm also worried about being homesick
if I end up living on campus.” Each
school he applied to had an application
fee upon submitting the application, and
at up to $40 for each application, it be-
comes expensive very quickly.

Mr. Chris McCarty, 2 Wilkes Univer-
sity graduate and employee of NLHS,
had very different financial burdens com-
pared to what today’s generation faces.

“I did not have to pay to submir an
application, but [ know now-a-days, most
colleges and police departments make
applicants pay. They did not do this in
1989, he said. College applications to-
day have different requirements as well.
“Colleges are harder to get into today.
Colleges use more criteria than only aca-
demic eligibility. They are using criteria
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that may weigh students with less aca-
demic credentials and give them a priori-
Mr. McCarty said.
included a
lengthy application and meeting with

ty for admissions,”
His application process
admission directors, unlike today where
students are sometimes required to sub-
mit standardized test scores, an applica-
tion, extended essays, and can be ques-
tioned about any less-than-perfect past
experiences. “I am nervous for my own
children, because I do not have any kind
of plan for them when it comes to the
elevated prices of college today,” said Mr.
McCarry.

Ms. Gabryells Wilder, one of
NLHS's ecology and biology teachers,
attended East Stroudsburg University for
a total of six years. She had a unique ex-
perience with the college admissions pro-
cess. "My school offered ‘Instant Deci-
slon Day,’ so I knew that I wanted to
take that route. Instead of doing a tradi-
tional application process, I was able to
go to the school on the designated date
and present all of my papers to them.
They immediately decide, right in front
of you, whether you are accepted or de-
clined from the college and if you were
accepted, they gave you your financial aid
package,” she said. By doing this, she was

able to save money on the application fee,
which she needed to pay at the other
schools she applied to. The other four
schools she applied to had an application
fee that cost berween $50 and $100,
which she needed to pay. “I originally
entered college to teach secondary educa-
tion biology, but I switched to environ-
mental science for a period of time. I
ended up taking graduate classes to carn
my teacher's certification, which costs
more money than undergraduate classes,”
she said. “I wish I would have stuck with
sccondary education biology because
changing back cost me more money in
the long run.”

Regardless of age, the idea of college
is always looming in the future. With
new work standards, many people enter-
ing the workforce after high school need
a degree to score a job, meaning that
college, in some manner, is required\ Sam
Frame, an NLHS junior comments on
his worries about college, “When apply-
ing to college, I'm most worried about
getting accepted.”

Like many others, cost is a significant
factor for Frame. "Cost is definitely a
factor to consider when choosing a col-
lege. The cost of college includes not only
room and

tuitlon and fees, but also

board, textbooks, supplies, and other
outside expenses. The cost of attending
college is a significant factor in a student's
decision,” he said. Additionally, Delaney
Szwast, another NLHS junior, says, I
think that cost would be more of a factor
towards my final decision in schools, not
one that would deter me from applying;
however, [ would like to try and mini-
mize my student debt as much as possi-
ble, so if the school was significantly out
of my budget, I would likely be turned
away by the price.” Haven Moore is also
a junior at NLHS who plans to attend
college. “I'm scared for college because of
the cost,” she said. The college process is
supposed to be an exciting time for many
teenagers, bur it is only becoming more
stressful. “1 started looking at colleges out
of excitement, but now [ am looking at
colleges because [ am anxious,” she said.

For the coming generations, the idea
of going to college is only becoming
mote nerve-wracking. These anxieties
corme both from being truly independent
for the first time and struggling to afford
college as a whole. However, many stu-
dents still feel that going to college is an
important part of their future, and are
willing to accept the risks to gain more of
an education. &
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By LILY GROOVER
EDITOR IN CHIEF

'The Slate: Is it a choice to be gay?

Bethany: No, it's not. It may take some time to
realize it becauss, obviously when you're Founger,
that's not reaiiy what's on your mind. Aithough, I
have met certain trans peopie who have said since
they were very young they didn't act like the gen-
der they were born with. I kind ofjust always
knew but I never did anything about it until I
was older. I don't think itis a choice. You're born
that Way and I think people who think it is a
choice, and think that you're choosing it, and
think that choice is Wrong are not educated
enough and honestiy kind of arrogant. [t's nota
choice. Deﬁnitely not.

Courtney: Being gay? Nota choice. Being

trans. .. not a choice. I will 54y, there are two
groups of people in the trans communiry. There's
the type where, like me, they've known since they
were young. I've always been this way; it just took
me a while to come out. And then there’s the
gender that is fluid, where they used to be a boy,

and now they're not. Both are completely valid.

Lacey: I don't think I really had a choice. I mean,
[ might have not always known, but ifI like a
gitl, [ can't stop myself from liking them. [ also
saw this interesting article about trans peopie
where they tested the chemical balance in their
brains. Itwas proven that a male-to-femnale or a
femnale-to-male trans person was born with a
brain closer to a biological female or a biological

The Slate: What do you have to say to people
that say you're tog young to make these types of deci-
sions?

Bethany: T've always had the mindset that even if
you are young and you think you're one thing
and later on Fou realize that wasn't who you are.
That's not hurting anybody. Just because you
don't know at that point doesn't mean you're
automatically straight\ You're allowed to change
when you realize what Fou reaiiy are. You are
allowed to have one label but realize it was a
Wrong label and change it. So in my mind, even
when you are young and you say “hey [ think I'm
this,” that's completely fine. I think that people
need to start realizing that it's not hurting any-
one, it doesn't make a difference.

The Slate: People are obsessed with the lictle
piayground crushes when they're five and six
years old. It's always aboyand a giri\ Why does it
matter if it's a girl and a gitl or something like
that?

Courtney: If you're old enough to be straight,
you're old enough to be gay. You can't say, go
ahead and mess around with these boys but not
with those girls because you'te not old enough.
ﬂiey see being gay as an adule topic. ﬂiey see it
as a very sexual thing when it's not. There's a
romantic side and they completely ignore thart.
With being trans, you're told “you shouldn't get
surgery” or “you shouldn't go on hormones be-
cause you're not old enough,” that's not OK.
Trans people are about 7.6x more likely to com-

( ;ﬁ‘mm o R l}ﬁlﬁ
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mit suicide without gender-ai:ﬁrming care. [ just
think that when peopie say hormones are irre-
rersible, they need to realize being dead is perma-
nent. [ would rather let someone use gender-
ai:ﬁrming care than resort to suicide.

Lacey: AllT have to say is who cares. You can
aiways change your label, FOU can aiways change
your body. And why is the defaule aiways
straight? Why can't we just say this kid has a
crush? Why does it have to be a straight crush?
Why don't peopie have to come out as straight?
You should never assume anybody's sexuaiity or
gender or anything. Just let peopie be themselves
until they're comfortable with who they are. It's
none of your business unless they let you into
their life like that. How simple does that sound?
People can'’t let others live their lives the way that
they want because it bothers them too much.

'The Slate: Especiaiiy when it doesn’t affect them
atall. It does nothing\

Lacey: Well, apparently it’s so difficult to call
themmn a she, or him a ber. It's so difficult o change
the way they think in order to make other people
comforrable instead of going out of their way to
make themselves comfortable.

Courtney: It should be simple. It should just be
like, you decide at some point what Four sexuaiity
is and itshouldn’t be pushed on them. I know
some people think they're defaultly straight be-
cause it's been pushed on them by society. I know
in the lesbian communirty, for instance, they fael

See LGBTQ, page
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Courtney Gutai, Bethany] Barrett, Lacey Groover.




