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Two 124@raders start

up streetwear and skate

clothing company

BY BRITTNEY DIEHL
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

It's underground, it’s new and life is "2 short” to
not check it out. Seniors Elija Albert and Joshua Sand-
holm independently created a new clothing brand to
sweep Northern Lehigh off its feet. It’s homegrown
and still lourishing as it just takes off.

Any starting company tends to draw on different
elements that they find around them, concepts they
gravitate toward. [t seems that even a close business did
such that. “We took some inspiration from different
skating brands, and wanted to feature a design that we
would wear,” Albert said. Mesh of different brands
and different ideas came together to form their trend-
ing designs\

However, despite the seemingly harmonious front
many businesses put up, there are stll some places
where people and designers do notagree. “There were a
few times when we didn’t agree on designs, but we
would work together to make them everything we were
both looking for,” Albert said.

Teamwork really does make the dream work in this
particular situation. Going at it from different angles,
until & consensus was reached, seemed to work best to

See Clothing, page 4
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BY BRITTNEY DIEHL
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Most see a librarian stocking books, putting
stories of other people on the shelves. Our very own
Northern Lehigh librarian takes a different ap-
proach, making an impact and writing a part of her
own words into a book released lare last year in
December. And, she does not stop there.

It all started when Mrs. Krystle-Dawn Willing—
Tiedeman’s husband — a filmmaker — asked if she
could work with him on an arcade documentary.
“We spent a few years immersed in the world of
classic video games where I learned so many inter-
esting things and met a number of new friends. In
2017, a guy named Brett Weiss reached out to my
husband with the opportunity to contribute stories
to a book about the Super Nintendo System,” Mes.
T said.

Welss was looking for people recognizable in the
video game community to come together and form
writings as well as antecedents of old games. Mrs. T
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and her husband were two of those people. “When |
submitted my story on Earthwarm Jim, Brett let me
know he really enjoyed it. It was fun, but I sort of
thought it was a once-and-done thing,” Mres. T
said.

In 2019, another project arose as well to include
as much informartion as possible. The first publica-
tion released in December by Schiffer Publishing
only has games with their titles A through L, which
happened o include several reflections of Nintendo
games from Mrs. T childhood.

“T was most excited to share my story about
Dieck Hune, which was the first video game I ever
played. They're short memories and some commen-
tary on the games themselves, so a lot of fun to
write with not much pressure. I honestly can’t re-
member how many titles [ have in The NES Omni-
baes Volume 2.7 Mrs. T said.

In this case, word count seemed to be out of the
window. Mrs. T was asked to write more and more

See Mrs. T, page 3

Unfortunately, it will be a dry summer at the NL pool, but
the 2022 season is looking better, if all goes according to
plan. Staff writer Maddy Mack dives in, page 2.
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BY MADDY MACK
STAFF WRITER

Many summers were spent at the
Northern Lehigh pool by high-schoolers
and families alike. However, this past
summer, the pool was forced to close due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. On top of
that, the pool needs to be completely
redone, which also prevents it from open-
ing this season, and possibly summers in
the future,

In order for the pool to reopen to the
public for the 2022 summer season, a
complete overhaul of the pool will need
to happen. Unfortunately, it is a big ex-
pense. Jessica Mack, president, and Kathy
Barhight-Herzog, treasurer, of the North-
ern Lehigh Swimming Pool Association
Board of Directors, say it will cost a mini-
mum of $170,000 to redo the pool, but
are hopeful the community can help to
raise $200,000 in case of extra expenses.
Bathight-Herzog said, “The Northern
Lehigh Swimming Pool is fundraising
and looking for donations to get the pool
back up and running, sooner than later. It
is upsetting that the pool keeps crack-
ing.

Another important issue the pool is

.\s

facing is the lack of support from the
community. Regardless of many attempts
to gain more involvement from the com-
munity, oniy a few peopie hawve risen.
Pundraising is a crucial part, annd the
Northern Lehigh Swimming Pool Face-
book page has an active GoFundMe ac-
count to help with all expenses. “The pool
has repeatediy asked for volunteers to join
the board and wvolunteer some time for
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the success of the pool, but few have
stepped up,” Mack said.

The community’s help is essential for
the Northern Lehigh pool to successfully
operate.  Unfortunately, wvolunteers are
few and far berween. The pool board, asa
whole, currently consists of four board
members, each a volunteer of both their
time and service. Sadiy, four peopie are
not enough to keep the pool running.
Despite this, they are all hopefui that
fundraisers and donations will puii
through and make the repairs possibie\
“We really want to be open this summer
since we were unable to operate the 2020

season due o COVID-19. The pooi is a

beautiful piace in the summer for families

and kids to be able to come and hang our
and enjoy the sunshine. We are hoping
that we can get support from the commu-
nity to raise money so we can continue to
have this for years to come for people of
the Northern Lehigh area to enjoy,”
Bathight-Herzog said.

With limited places in Slatington and
Walnutport to have family fun, especially
Ciuring and after the pandemic, it is neces-
sary to preserve what is already there. “If
the pool does not open, there is one less
place for family and friends to gather in
the summer for recreational enjoyment,”
Mack said.

Unfortunately, many  Northern

Lehigh High School students work as

either a lifeguard, refreshment stand, or
office worker owver the summer. This
leaves many students looking elsewhere
for employment opportunities. “The pool
has always employed high school and
college students. These students learn
valuable job skills, as well as how to work
together in a work environment. They
learn responsibility in a fun and safe com-
munity atmosphere,” Mack said.
Hopefully, people from the Northern
Lehigh community will step forward and
heip the Northern Lehigh Swimming
Pool, with either their appreciated time,
donations, or both. If so, it will continue
to be a famiiy—frienciiy environment for

all to snjoy. o
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By LILY GROOVER
STAFF WRITER

In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, at his first
CNN town hall on Feb. 16, President Joe
Biden made many promises to the Ameri-
can peopie regarding the pandemic,
health care, schooling, and criminal jus-
tice.

What caused significant backlash was
Biden’s comment on drug abuse in the
United States. He said, “No one should
go to jail for a drug offence. No one
should go to jail for the use of a drug,
they should go to drug rehabilitation.”

He preaches reversing the mass incar-
ceration of drug abusers, reducing the
criminal penalties, and using those tax
dollars and federal funds to allow drug
abusers to enter rehabilitation centers. In
doing this, the prison population will go
down and use lefrover funds for more
prominent problems.

Many righvwing voters, however,
find him biased toward the whole situa-
tion. Biden’s son, Hunter Biden, had
dealt with drug addiction and abuse in
the past. He was addicted 1o alcohol, cig-
arettes, and cocaine from the late 1990s
to the early 2000s. His struggles have
been highlighted and addressed, and his
book Beautiful Things, abour his experi-
ences, is going to be released on April 6.
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Many people say thar Biden's view has to

do with his son’s previous problems, If
Hunter Biden had not been a drug abus-
er, then the president’s attitude might be
different.

What makes people even angrier is his
views on incarceration have changed from
the time he was a senator to now, further-
ing pushing the idea that his son toock
part in his change of atitude. During
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America’s war on drugs
1980s, Biden
helped pass two of the

in the

most critical pleces of
legislation on the drug
crisis, the Anti-Drug
Abuse Act of 1985 and
the Anti-Drug Abuse
Aot of 1988, In 19865,
the act racked up sen-
tencing for drug
crimes. This sentencing
disparity also  helped
fuel significant racial
disparities in incarcera-
tion. The act in 1988
called for

strengthening in prison

more

sentences for drug pos-
sesston and more pen-
alties for transporting
drugs. Both of these

acts call for harsher

sentencing, opposite to what his views are

now.

To become addicted to an illegal
drug, criminal activities must take place.
So, all in all, these twpes of people are
breaking the law and therefore deserve
their prison sentence. From the creation
to the transportation to the selling of
illegal drugs, many people are involved.
Biden’s plan only deals with the nonvio-
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lent, addicted members of the “drug
world.” He is not suggesting courts to
give sellers, makers, and endorsers free
rehabilitation.

Only 20% of the inmates in state and
federal prisons are drug offenders. A quar-
ter of that accounts for what the courts
deem as ‘nonviolent.” Politiclans know
that they would get the biggest payoff by
reducing drug sentences if they endorse
reversing mass incarceration. ﬂiey also
know that people are more sympathetic
to drug addicts than they are to other
criminals.

In 2008, when Biden was campaign-
ing with Barack Obama, he distanced
himself from his past of “tough on crime”
record. He called his actions “out of line”
in a 2008 senate hearing and apologized
for being uneducated on the effects of
crack cocaine, The epidemic on drugs was
2 new experience for all lawmakers, and
creating harsher laws was one of the only
ways to try and prevent more problems.

In July of that year, Biden released a
criminal justice reform plan thar included
decriminalizing marijuana, eliminating
mandatory minimum sentences for non-
violent crimes, and discouraging the in-
carceration of children. He has since then
urged lowering nonviolent drug sentenc-

es,
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JOIN THE BULLDOG BLAST
SUMMER REC. TEAM!

Northern Lehigh Rec. is hiring Supervisors and
Counselors for its popular Bulldog Blast Summer
Rec. Program. If you like working with
children in a fun, engaging and enriching
environment, Bulldog Blast Summer Rec.is for
youl!

| JOIN Us! |

Hourly rates start at $10-$12 per hour for
the seven-week program that offers games,
arts & crafts, social interaction, teambuilding
and just plain fun for children ages 6 to 12.

Contact Lindsay Taylor, CPRP, Executive
Director, at nlrecauthority@gmail.com /
484-633-0093 today with questions and to get
an application.

Mrs. T, from pagen

— a continuous addition cycie to the
countless memories held berween indi-
viduals in this book. On top of this, the
project starts in the summer, making
stress seem almost minuscule without
interference with work or personal
schedule. The revision was also very
anti-stress; Weiss asked for a tweak here
and there rather than entire rewrites
and negative commenting.

However, Mrs. T"s commentary on
Egrthworm Jim was not the only time
she has been published. Despite this,
this particular anthology had a different
alr or feel to it. "I've been published
before, in academic journais and short
fiction anthologies and things like thar,
but this was the first time I received
positive recognition for something I'd
just had fun writing. It was great to
know peopie seemed to enjoy reading it
too...” Mrs. T said.

However, the book released in this
story does not just stop there. In No-
vernber, Welss came to Mrs. T again
and asked to participate in another
anthology. This book is up and com-
ing—many things are unsure regarding
this particular book but one thing is
certain, Mrs. T definitely wants to be
on board this next mission.

Sornetimes, projects and our love
for certain ideas and concepts have a
negative impact on life. However, Mrs.
T notes the positive influence in which
teaching and participating in Weiss’s
books had on her. "It reminds me of
when | was younger, what it was like

for me as a student, the role wideo
games played in my friendships, and
the development of problem-solving
skills, patience, and socialization. It
helps me to recognize the value in play-
ing Ameong Ur together on Game
Nights, to remember that you're learn-
ing more than just how tw play a game
when you pick up a controller...” Mrs.
T said.

Writing, something tough for most,
seemed to be at ease for others — in-
cluding Mrs. T. It seemed to be second
nature, something completely familiar
in a world of unknown. “I sit down
and close my eyes and recall a specific
memory, then [ sort of follow that
memory to others related to it. I write
out a first draft of exactly how I re-
member playing the game. Then I find
the game and Ly to piay it again now
to refresh my memory and fill in the
details that have blurred...” Mrs. T
said.

No matter what, seeing one’s own
work on an official page seems to fuel
anyone into loving what they do. This
appiies to any situation, as iong as you
are proud to be doing what you are
doing. “I get the same butterflies wait-
ing to see my words in print now as I
did when I was on my high school
newspaper staff. The work you do is no
different... I think what’s important is
to continue to take steps toward the
things that make you happy, that inter-
est you, and that promote the pursuit
of your passions. For me, writing is
one of those steps.” &
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See Clothing, from pagen

form the clothing line of Lifes2Short.

Everything has a starting point, and
this particular clothing apparel website
began at the end of last year and eatly this
year. “We came up with
the idea in early Novermn-
ber, and we launched our
site and our first designs
in early January,” Albert
said. This means that
anyone who visits their
website can view and even
begin to purchase these
personal designs\

Sizing, material, qual-
ity. These three things are
extremely pertinent re-
garding any small  busi-
ness. Sizing must be wide-ranged, the
product must be sustainably made, and the
material must be of good quality for its set
price. “So, currently we aren’t holding any
of our own inventory. We provide our
clothing through a site called Tee Public.
They offer up to size XL and are made
out of 100% cotton. Though, once we do
hold our own inventory, our shirts will go
up to size 4XL, and are also made out of
100% cotron,” Albert said. Owerall, sizing
is extremely friendly to many different
shapes and sizes as well as quality being
made well. It is obvious thar Lifes2Short
meets such requirements.

When there is any company, big or

365
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small, there mustbe a passion, a drive, and
an effort put into the ideas and the resule-
ing products. There must also be furure
prospects and goals as well. “Absolutely,
we've put all of our time, effort, and pas-
sion into this. We plan to continue this as
far as possible,” Albert said.
Lifes2Short is here to stay, for
as long as they possibly can.
There is a lot of blood, sweat,
tears, and lots of elbow grease
that was printed into those t-
shirts, masks, and rmuch
more.

Owver the next few weeks,
the small company will be
having a few new changes
and updates, however.
within the next few weeks, we
will be sourcing our own
inventory and will be removing some of
our designs. Make sure to keep up to date
on our website. Thank you guys so much
for the questions, and the platform to
speak on,” Albert said.

A spark must occur for any business to
sprout, there must be a desire to create and
to start something new. However, if there
is ever a need or want, there must be
something done about it. “We 1009 rec-
ommend just going for it. If you have an
idea and have the passion for it, then any-
thing can happen,” Albert said. When

looking at it with a bird's eye perspective,

who says one cannot become the next big

thing, no? @
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Different shots:
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| s This Generat.i

In the past few years, our world has been through so much. Many events occurred that will be in the
history books forever. Situations like this will continue to happen throughout our lifetime, and this
generation will one day be in charge. For this edition of Free Barking, I asked some students if they
are confident in this generation. Will they be hopeful for what they can do for our future, or have
they already lost hope?
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BY OWEN LEVAN-UHLER
STAFF WRITER

' (As of ng,éfhp nl:-d
Qe of Ame s b as
one dose of vaccinaton against
COVID-19 is about 22.2%;
over 113 million administered
doses.)

Vaccines have been a very
controversial subject since their
conception in the lawe 1700s.
This controversy has remained

~ SreadBist 9if %t | incréaskd,

problems surrounding vaccina-
tion have enveloped the
COVID-19 vaccine just as they
envelope other vaccines. And
while it is up to each person o
have an opinion on macters
_such as these, there are many
~  ekwem@lKithpbrfant Eaforts to |
teceive the vaccine if able, and
k 7z Mapy reasang as |l:0kwhyg r.he{ 5
vaccine alone will not help the
world succeed in iws efforts o
overcome the virus.
One of the biggest topics
surrounding coronavirus vac-
cination is herd immunity.
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that is based on pre-existing
immunity of a high proportion
of individuals as a result of
previous infection or vaccina-
don.” The debate around herd
immunity and COVID is how
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rate of vaccinations, the effects
of herd immunity will not like-
ly be seen undl ac least fall

1, @ total herd immunity
ﬁ not'be reached undl spring
or summer 2022 at the earliest.
With the recent loosening of
restrictions and other measures
in some states, these dates may
become even more delayed.

On another important top-
ic, many people are concerned
abpup the, speediness of whi
I;:he[2 vgcgnlé %a,s I:Esté(d?and is-
tributed. And while these are
extremely legiimate concerns
(and why herd immunity is so
important for those who don’*
feel comfortable being vac
cinated), the several vaccines
for the virus currently being
produced and distributed are
very safe.

All vaccines go through
clinical wials to test effective-
ness and make sure they are
safe. Given the severity of this
vitus, clinical wials were rigor-
ous. So how did they finish so
quickly? COVID-19 is ex-
tremely contagious and wide-
spread, so more volunteers
wBkS exphsed t8 thelvirus, lead-
Mgk akhorerimoant of ding
to perceive effectiveness. The
production of the vaccine itself
does not take nearly as long as
it takes to acmally twest it, so
once the formulas used in the
vaccines were tested and green-
lit, it was smoother sailing

vaccinated for thg nation (and 7 aftom there.

the world) to' feel Zits_effects,
Ind iful$b
vaccinated.

With such a rapidly murat-
ing, highly contagious, injuri-
ous sozel virus, vaccination is a
given in order for herd immun-

| K fiyto®seven rémote]y subodésZz S
A |ful. & hile thegxacwpereen@ge ® r
of people needing to be inocu-
lated for COVID is unknown,
for reference, about 959% of the
world population needs to be
vaccinated for measles and
809% for polio for herd immun-
ity/\to_sucoaed. Given the sever-

k gl:y of Sk panaeRlic, &L II)(er- P

centage of people vaccinated
would need to be around 80-
95%, perhaps even more. On a
positive note, the US. will
have enough vaccines to inocu-
late the entdre adult population
in the country by the end of
Mag, perhaps gv¢n foener.@ s ~ |
® ,\j(f.ha{’s,\ SleF)rtagt@abq%ltk ®
herd immunity is that it will
not take effect unless the public
continues to do what it can w
curb the spread of the virus by
gk e b
«schm“l_ di Brgne {etﬁ. &

odyy Lven 7ieeds o bed K

| kE:pr,\ yone skeptical of
getting the virus because of
potential health concerns in the
short-term or long-term, look
at it this way: potential health
risks from the virus are expo-
nentally more dangerous than
kany KealtR effects chckooluld be
dsociawed «whS dhyK of @hese
approved vaccines.

What should be taken away
from this ardcle is that ap-
proved COVID vaccines are
safe and have gone through
rigorous testing to ensure that
,\l:lb"s is true. Herd immunity is
only achievable if most of the
population is vaccinated, and if
the public continues taking
pteventative measures to cutb
the spread of the virus.

Stopping the virus before it
continues to mutate is arguably
mote important than the vac-
cin« ikelf. <t m® mdt be easy
®&lde, but please, wust health
officials and their advice and
guidance. The only way society
can return to normal is if peo-
ple do whatever they can w
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BY BREANNA HOPPES
EDITOR IN CHIEF

As a consclous mind travels down the
street in the midst of the night, safely
following all precautions to avoid fright-
ening altercations, one can understand
how incomprehensible it is thar these
actions led to death. I now welcome you
to the life of & woman.

The life of 2 woman is far from glam-
orous, despite what one’s depiction of
womanhood may be. The life of 2 woman
does not revolve around selecting a color
for o manicure, or dedicating a day to
scrolling through social media. The horri-
fring and cruel truth behind the life of 2
woman is the never-ending look over the
shoulder, or the immediare decompres-
sion after safely making it to the car alone
and rapidly locking the doors,

See, for men, the truth is they tend 1o
misunderstand the true trepidation that
consumes a woman's mind day in and
day out. The feeling of panic that fulfills
our minds as a man looks in our general
direction for just a few seconds too long.
The churning of the stomach as the vehi-
cle behind us makes its way onto the
same street as us for the fifth turn in a
row. Men rarely ever acknowledge their
surroundings and in most cases, it’s be-
cause they are not the ones who are con-
sumed by fear daily, it is women.

Since the beginning of time, women
have faced rape, sexual assault, and sexual
abuse. From significant others, to
strangers, to bosses, and even to family
members, who were meant to be the most
trustworthy people of all. Rape and what
it entails is frightening and chilling to the
core. The sad part about rape and other
forms of sexual abuse is that it is far from
uncommon — 97% of wormen have en-
dured some form of sexual abuse, sexual

Ale-

hough many men have a poor tendency

misconduct or SCXUS.i harassment.

of declaring the statement, “Not all men,”
97% is 3% away from all women...

On March 3, Sarah Everard casually
embarked on her way home from a
friend*s house in South London. As a

ShC dressed

brightiy, as it was dark at this tme of

conscious woman WOUid,

night, and spoke to her boyfriend on the
phone as she traveled home, yet she still

m
O/

became a part of the 97%. The horrifying
thing about this story is not only the dev-
astating death of Sarah Everard, but it is
the individual who is being charged with
the rape and death of this 33-year-old
woman. A South London police officer
has been charged with these crimes and
has since been arrested. The police officer
was meant to be an individual whom
Sarah could trust, instead, he became her
rapist and murderer... She was only walk-
ing home, but she never made it.

Victims of the horrific acts of sexual

[N

violence and abuse surround us each and
every day. Whether these women are
friends, sisters, mothers, aunts, etc., they
are surrounding us constantly. Since the
number of victims is devastatingly high, it
would make the most sense for one to
assume the number of abusers is high as
well. Frighteningly enough, every woman
knows a victim, yet not every man knows
a rapist or abuser... Regardless of an
abuser being a close friend, a well-known
celebrity, or a significant other, an abuser
is an abuser and their horrific acts should

always be brought to light.

Educating the men of
this world from a young age
can truly save lives. Teach-
ing a boy from early on the
concept of consent and the
consequences of neglecting
a woman's consent is im-
portant.

From early on, women
are taught to cover their
skin and act a specific way
to avold unwanted sexual
altercations, yet s it ever

o ®&Kk? «-

engraved in the mind of a boy to simply
understand when to step away from a
woman?

Many people in this world barely bat
an eyelid at the horrific things occurring
in the world regarding abuse and violence
toward women. Unfortunately, many
individuals will not fuiiy understand and
care until it has impacted their own lives.
Regardless of wearing the world’s bright-
est jacket, or lingering on the phone on a
walk home, women endure sexual wio-

iCDCC each and SVery day

Yahoo.com

Maybe it's not all men, but is every
man engaging in conversations to become
educated on the acts of sexual violence?
Are all men attempting to find ways to
decrease the numbers signiﬁcantly? I
mean, 97% of women enduring sexual
riolence is frightening and depressing, but
anything above zero is unaceeptabie\

With numbers being depressingiy
high, ask yourseif, Were you being extra,
cautious, or were you just one of the

lu cky ones? @
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Remember that seemingly simple
question from adolescence — What
do Yo WARE PO be when yoi grow z;p?
Beneath the surface, it’s impossible o
separate the reality from the doctor-
athlete-singer dreams.

Now, powerful people are deter-
mined to supply the answer or at least
dictate its requirements. Who are
they to define someone’s identity?
Teenage students, and many adults,
struggle with that challenge with
every breath -- who you are, what
you represent, how you want others
to see you.

Through the halls of Northern
Lehigh, many students have respond-
ed “present” catly on as one gender,
yet never quite felt real in thar skin.
Years later, they received a diploma as
someone torally different -- someone
they truly are -- burying their “dead

name” deep within the past. How
great is that to fully realize the answer
to the age-old question before step-
ping foot in the scary, scrutinizing
world?

Sadly (but not surprisingly), little
positive guidance is coming from
D C. in supporting these decisions.

In the halls of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Rep. Marjorie Taylor
Greene (R) placed a sign outside her
office last month mocking Democrat-
ic Rep. Marie Newman, whose office
is across the hall, after Newman hung
a transgender pride flag next to her
door in protest over Greene’s opposi-
ton to a LGBTQ rights bill. (Always
heartwarming to see our nation’s
leaders cooperating for the common
good).

Newman, who has a transgender
daughter, tweeted a video of herself

®2 K

putting up the flag Wednesday after
she said Greene tried to block the
Equality Act on the House floor
she

discrimination against trans Armeri-

“because believes

prohibiting

cans is ‘disgusting, immoral, and
evil.™

In response, (Greene tweeted a
video showing her putting up a large
sign that reads, “There are TWO
genders: MALE & FEMALE. Trust
The Science.” Trust the science? How
about allowing the LGBT QA+ com-
munity to trust themselves first? (We
won’t dwell on Greene’s consistent
disdain for science when related to
masks and COVID). There is, how-
ever, a difference between these two
acts of personal decor.

One shows sincere pride in some-
thing (including her own family
member) while another states (against

g~z~a«

sclence) a selfish “opinion” that is,
thankfully, no longer seen as fact.

That would be like a family flying
a Philadelphia Eagles flag to support
their team, while a neighbor argues
that ne, the Ezzgfes do not exsit, Guess
what. They do, and they are here to
stay and we hope those who search
and (eventually) find their identity Ay
just as high.

Perhaps the twisted ideals quarrel-
ing throughout Capitol Hill could
learn a lesson from little old North-
ern Lehigh. It seems many in D.C.
grew up thinking if, one day, they are
elected to help lead the land, they
could dictate one’s road to self
acceprance.

But selfracceprance and self iden-
tification do not come from what
society screams at us but rather whar
we scream to it in deflance. &
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Pop star Sia stirs up controversy with obscure autism portrayal, questionable

a

BY ABBY PEARTREE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Ableism is very prevalent in our socie-
v and seems to become more normalized
each day. Recently, Sia, 2 well-known
pop star, has directed and written a movie
abourt this.

As much as one would think this is a
fantastic idea as she can spread the word
regarding issues that the neurodivergent
community suffers with, it did not turn
out as such. In fact, people who are autis-
tic spoke our against the film and stated
thatitwas the entirely wrong approach.

The first problem that stuck our was
that the actor playing the lead character,
Maddie Ziegler, is not autistic. Although
this is not uncommon in most films with
autistic characters, it was later revealed
that many autistic actors had said they
would do the role and were denied.

Alongside this, the character was orig-
inally supposed to be mixed race. This
may not appeat to be a problem, howev-
er, the actor adormed braids and a darker
makeup shade in one scene.

The braids used had culrural signifi-
cance to African American people and are
not meant to be worn by other races.
White people using dark makeup to imi-

tate African Armerican people has been a
racist practice since before slavery was
made illegal. It was often used to mock or
show a bad portrayal of African the race.
People also criticized the use of re-
straint to stop autistic meltdowns in the
movie. In one scene the main characrer
Music’ can be seen listening to music
calmly and then a person tries to restrain

FREE STATE
INSPECTION
FOR NL
FAMILIES!
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YouTube.com

her. & majority of autistic people say that
restriction during a meltdown or sensory
overload will only cause more harm.

A reporter from The Baltimore Sun
stated that his son was held face down
against a mat in restraint when having a
meltdown. He later stated it took a whole
year of therapy in order to help resolve
the trauma.

And to top it all off, Sia decided o
rake to Twitter to express her anper at
people who had critiqued her, and it only
went downhill from there. While Sia was
angrily conversing with people she stated
that “Autism Speaks,” a well-known hare
group that believes autism can be “fixed”
helped work on the movie. Needless to
say, many were angered over this. She
stared,
izing group!”

“I had no idea it was such a polar-

However, this only angered people
more as she had previously stated that she
was working with two people on the spec-
rrum to produce the film. Many users
stared thar she should have known about
the group’s terrible ways.

More recently, however, Sia was nom-
inated for Golden Globes for the movie.
She returned to Twitter to apologize for
the ableism and has since deleted her past
tweets.

She has stated she will be removing
the uses of restraint in any new copies of
the movie. Is she still wrong for even con-
tinuing to sell the movie at all? Can she
be forgiven on the basis of her apology?
Lastly, is she the only one to blame?
These are questions only society can an-
swer. W@
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SLATE EARNS THREE STATE AWARDS!

We are proud to announce The Slate has earned second place in
three categories of the 2020-21 Student Keystone Media
Awards sponsored by the Pennsylvania News Media Associa-
tion. The annual contest recognizes high school and college
journalism that provides relevance, integrity, and initiative in
serving readers. Congratulations to:

2nd place - Chase Jones for Task Force Bulldog /
Strange Times at NL High (Cartoon /Graphic Illustration).

2nd place - Breanna Hoppes for ‘Distanced Learning’ -
2nd place - Ava Rosario, Breanna Hoppes, Editorial

Staff - Urine for a Treat; We. Are. Woman.; When Earth
Went Viral. (Layout & Design).
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BY HAVEN MOORE
STAFF WRITER

The possibilities are endless when
one’s creativity springs alive through art.
When time, dedication, and passion are
put forth, people can bring out the best
version of their work. This is even more
true when creators are willing to share
their work with others and display the
masterpieces of their expression for all to
admire.

The Artst of the Month is 2 newly-
formed concept. It is a fun way to encour-
age and highlight the artistic ralent of the
students at this school. This month’s offi-
cial winner of the contest is Hailey Evans.
Congratulations, Hailey!

Hailey is a 12th grader at Northern
Lehigh whose specialty is drawing, warer-
color, and charcoals. She believes that her
wotk (especially the work displayed here)
is special because of how her work allowed
her to draw freely. Normally, when Hailey
does her drawing, she ends up erasing and
fine-checking lines and details multiple
timmes. Bur, as you will see, she has pushed
herself by challenging her artistic abilities
tO grow as an artist.

Hailey was kind enough to provide us
with three of her original art pieces.

Hailey has created three different but
intriguing and beautiful works. She has

00/"_ /1, (5iC, /{IJ///_/H’x ,//
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ELIZABETH
BINDER

- P
made a black and white still-life drawing
of a few common objects particularly
placed to create an interesting composi-
tion, She has also drawn a colorful picrure
of three tropical birds perched on a wood
branch, and amounted on a brown back-
ground. The bright, vibrant shades of the
bird’s feathers jump out against the dark,
deep brown backdrop.

Lastly, Hailey has made a breathtaking
picture of a sunset and a black silhouerre
of a tree and land. This was her favorite of
the three she had featured above. Her
inspiration for this pilece was after seeing a
picture of it in a magazine. In the process
of creating ir, she began by skerching out
the shape of the tree in pencil and then
using charcoal and chalk to add texrure
and shading.

Now in this particular piece, Hailey
has mentioned that she stepped out of her
comfort zone for this one, and challenged
not only her artistic technique but as well
as her mindset when making it. As stated
earlier, Hailey is very exact about her
work and is used to going owver it more
than a few times to perfect her craft.

But by using charcoal, she was forced
to find confidence in her abilities, be-
cause, for all who do not know, charcoal
is difficult to erase. It is not rypically used

See Artist, pagen3
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Disc golf soars onto NL cam

1

BY ALEXIS TRAUGHER
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Frustration and determination flows
through your veins as you make a concentrat-
ed throw. As the disc glides through the air
and lands in the targer, you cheer knowing
the game is won,

A new form of excitement has arrived at
the Northern Lehigh School District campus.
The solo or team sport of disc golf has been
installed behind the field house and in the
surrounding track throwing area. There are
many goals and uses for this new equipment.

Disc golf was finalized in the 1970s and is
very similar to normal golf. Instead of the
regular equipment used in golf, disc golf uses
a flying disc or Frisbee, and rtargers. The par-
ticipant will throw a disc from the tee pad the
correct distance toward the targets. It is
known to have obstacles throughout the
course— like trees, shrubs, plants, etc. The final
goal is to make the disc inside the hole, or
metal cage. The courses usually have a mini-
mum of nine holes and up to 18.

Currently, the NL campus has a rotal of
five holes. The goal is to have nine permanent
holes. “The NLDGC will be a year-round
nine-hole course with the potential to add
more targets in the future. The course current-
ly has five installed targets (baskets)... The
remaining four rargets will be installed off the

See Disc Golf, page13




