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Teachers continue to alter plans, schedules, and

methods to ensure your children are receiv
the best education under dire circumstan

Some are staying afloat while otherS™es
drowning in the COVID pool of unknow
morrows. How are some Northern Lehi
cators dealing with suddersdybel while

maintaining a shred of mental sanity?

BY BREANNA HOPPES
EDITOR IN CHIEF

As the pandemic continues, emotions have taken a detrimental
toll on many. Healthecare workers, nursing home workers and
many more have been rightfully acknowledged for hard work and
perseverance during this hard time. The COVID pandemic has
taken a mental and physical beating on many, yet some individuals
and their work have been overshadowed.

Educators and their determination during this difficult and
complicated time have made EVErY attempt to ensure their students
are still receiving the best education regardless of the challenges
being faced since last March.

While they stand in front of the computer instructing a Zoom,
is there a smile under that mask? Has the pandemic dulled the
shine they once felt from teaching? These questions are absent in
the minds of many, although teachers are taking a drastic beating
from the pandemic.

Miss Nicole Nightlinger, NL special education consultant, has
consistently adwvocated for mental health awareness for years and
when asked how her mental state was during this time, she was an
open book.

“As the days, weeks, and months have passed, I find it harder

See Teachersin COVID, page 3
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Photo by The Slate
NL math teacher Mike Lehtonen juggles teaching live streams to students who are at home
while in- person learners work through the lessons in a hybrid model of instruction. Far from
normal, educators across the district (and the country) are scrambling to maintain connec-
tions with the faces on screen and in the desks, but also with themselves.
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BY OWEN LEVAN-UHLER
SLATE STAFF WRITER

It is hard to deny that America is a
country of extrerne political, civil, and
lezal unrest, no matter one’s political
orientation. Howewer, where this unrest
originates from is subject to seemingly
endless debate, which is harmful to the
nation and its citizens.

The “endless debare”

above iz the argument around whar as-

mentioned

pects of the county, if any at all, are
fascist. Some would say that the United
States fits some of the characteristics of
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. fascist governance, while some would

argue that a few far-right radicals are the
result of notions of a fascist America.
Whar is funny about these ideas, though,
is that they are both false.

There are 14 points of fascism, and
while it is lengthy to delve into each one,
the United States fits under at least 11 of
these points.

The first is nationalism. In America,
extreme (and sometimes violent) patriot-
ism is used to disguise and overshadow
many other fascist occurrences, like cen-
sorship of people and media, scapegoat-

See Fascism, page 5

‘Free Barking’ is available! Check
out your peers’ answers to a new
question each issue. Page 5.
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Some classrooms thin outside the bo
tell the same tales withldapablication

BY DELANEY SZWAST
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Students are always looking for more
pictures anyway, right?

In recent vears, graphic novels have be-
come increasingly popular. These stories,
filled with both text and colorful illustra-
tions, are enjoyed by people of all ages and
reading levels.

However, there are many people who do
not consider them “real books” or “real read-
ing.” Some argue that they are “comics”
because books should include only words,
not pictures, while others complain that
graphic novels do not conmin challenging
vocabulary and themes.

Are these stereotypes true? Many educa-
tors and literacy experts disagree. According
to the article, 3 Way Graphic Novels Benefir
Reading Skills by Scholastic Parents Staff,
graphic novels improve reading skills like
any traditional book. They contain exciting
and complex plots, characrers, and conflicts
like other texts. The main difference between
the two are the picrures.

These images help provide context for
the stories that struggling readers may not

understand. According to the article, The
Research Behind Graphic Novels and Young

Learners by Leslle Morrison, readers can
analyze the imapges to look for signs of char-
acter development or clues to help build
plot. Graphic novels can also be more ap-
pealing to reluctant readers who are intimi-
dated or unmotivated by words on a page.

When surveyed, Northern Lehigh high
school and middle school English reachers
agreed with the literacy experts,

“I do consider graphic novels as a form
of reading because contrary to the popular
belief, it's not just pictures nor is it simpli-
fied,” said middle school English teacher
Mrs, Blasia Dunham. “There is stll dia-
logue, plot and character development, and
so on. The graphic novel provides an artist’s
interpretation of the wisual components that
normally are imagined for the individual
reader, but otherwise, it tells a story just the
same. It's 2 different medium of reading, but
as an Enplish teacher, [ still value its genre
and think it’s worth exploring.”

Similatly, middle school English teacher
Mrs. Shelby Bailey believes “graphic novels
contain all the same elements of traditional
novels, such as plot, character development,
themes, etc., all of the qualities that make
reading interesting and worthwhile. The

See Graphic, page 9
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DELANEY STWAST, OF THE SIATE, EHECKS ONT SOVEE GRAPYIC
NOVELS AVAILABIE IN THE 741 SECTION OF THE NLIS LIBRARY.
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By LiLY GROOVER
SLATE STAFF WRITER

Rarely does someone take initative
and question the marterial students learn
in the classroom. We sit and learn from a
textbook that was written before we were
born. However, who decides what is in
that textbook?

Is that group of people diverse
enough to create material that is not bi-
ased toward one type of person? Is the
material sufficient enough to make stu-
dents across the country socially aware of
problems within sociery?

Many textbooks and class pians, espe-
cially in English and history, brush over
ideas and facts that have to do with rac-
ism, making the situation seem less severe
than it was. Scholars and educators argue
that some topics can be wo graphic for
children to learn in the classtoom. They
also state that it is not a teacher’s job to
teach children about their own culture;
that lies on the parents’ shoulders. How-
ever, many say that hiding the issues cre-
ates more of a problem.

The Harvard Gazette recently con-
ducted an  interview  with  Donald
Yacovone, an associate at the Hutchins
Center for African and African American
Research. He explained how he found
textbooks at the Houghton Library gloss-
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Edelstein, a social sciences teacher at a
high school in Washington, in his essay
about teaching race, says, “.teachers
must honestly present the realities of race.
Yet we must also protect our students
from experiencing racial trauma caused
by the ways we teach them.” The argu-
ment says that educators must find a bal-
ance between teaching racial works two
students, but in a way that empowers
2z them rather than becoming ashamed.
— 25 NLHS history teacher Mr. James
Yadush says, “There is no issue that I shy
away from in class, whether it be racism
or any other controversial issue. I believe
students must learn about the history of

ing over the institution of slavery. His
findings included about 3,000 textbooks
that dealt with white supremacy, racism,
the “American ideal,” or United States
history books that have no mention of
African Americans.

These books are available ar public
libraries that students use to educate
themselves. His most shocking discovery
was 2 book written by Noah Webster, the
man responsible for our dictionary. In his
book, “History of the United States,”
there was almost nothing mentioned
about African Armericans, and when there
was, it was extremely derogatory. Repeat-
edly, these books glossed over anything to
do  with

slavery.  Yacovone  says,

“Anything that was less than an Anglo
Saxon was not a true American.”
However, in literature, it is much
casier to hide racist themes to students-
simply not introduce those literary works
to them. Mr. Douglas Hunt, an English
teacher at Northern Lehigh High School,
says that the novel The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn has many racial slurs
that should not be introduced in the
classroom. Other books include Pezer Pan
and The Little House on the Praivie for
their racism against indigenous people. In
the end, making students of color feel
comfortable in the classroom is a success.
However, doing this hides the realities
of racism from the students. Douglas

slavery, segregation, discrimination, and
racism n our country. One of the main
reasons we learn about history is to awvoid
repeating mistakes of the past, so this is
why these issues must be taught in
school” Mr. Yadush goes on to say that
the textbooks Northern Lehigh uses to
teach history highlight African Americans
and other marginalized groups® contribu-
tions to our past.

The debate goes on whether or not
these subjects should be taught to young
minds. In the end, listening to people of
color about how to teach ideas would
benefit students around the country into

feeling included. &
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Teachersin COVID, from page

to answer this question. Those who know
me know I try to find the positive in eve-
ty situation, but I struggle more as time
passes to find it. [ am so mentally, emo-
tionally, and physically drained anymore
that there are times that [ can’t describe
how [ feel.

“T just go through the motions of the
day only to do it all over again the nexr. [
have dealtwith depression and anxiety for
vears now and have learned to be aware of
the signs of exhaustion and the need to
take a day off. [ just need to make sure |
amn keeping myself mentally and physical-
ly healthy. T'o do so I need to make sure I
am eating right (though my chocolate
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intake has increased exponentially), get-
ting enough sleep, taking time to relax,
which usually consists of binge-watching
Netfliz/ Disney+, or treating myself to a
new sweater, book, etc. It is hard to find
and maintain this balance, but it is possi-
ble. You just need to be honest with
yourself and know when you need to rake
a break. So as [ answer this question, I am
tired mentally and physically, but tomor-
row is a new day and [ will be QK"

Miss Nightlinger openly expressed the
toll the past year has had on her mental
state. Regardless of the vibrant energy a
teacher may radiate during the day, she
describes  the harsh  reality  herself
and many other educators face when
their door closes after a long day at
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school.

Miss Janelle Scheckler, English reach-
er at NLHS, has been motivated through-
out her years as an educator by the enthu-
slasmm and spark that comes with each day
of teaching. Unfortunately, the pandemic
has slowly puta damper on the beaury of
teaching.

“I've never referred to what I do every
day as a job because it’s so much more
than that. But right now, it’s 2 job. I go
into the school building {well, somerines),
I do my job, and I leave ar 2:30 p.m.
Everything feels a little too strained, a
little too impersonal. I don't feel excited
about teaching, and thar lack of enthusi-
asm is a little SCary. Teaching is extremely
stressful, but that enthusiasm has been
getting me through the stress for years.
Without it, I'm struggling\ This experi-
ence has made it abundantly clear thar we
as a soclety don’t place enough im-
portance on mental health. T'm wery
tempted to write a long rant about the
disillusionment of the American dream
and how it has caused us o place greater
importance on material possessions,
wealth, and a successful career... but I
won’t. | would argue that most of us
don’t know how to truly relax or how to
— at the very least — be kind wo our-
selves. No one is thriving right now. In a
way, that's sort of comforting to know.
Like you said: It’s OK to not be OK.”

Each teacher had stressed the im-
portance of mental health and the con-
stant neglect it can recefve. Miss Kim

Bayer, math teacher at NLHS, has experi-
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enced a long period of adapration, unex-
pectedly, yet has powered through these
challenging times regardless of the emo-
tions felt during this journey. “Just an-
swering these questions has been a jour-
ney. Sorry if I rambled too much in any
of them, which I'm probably going to do
again here,” Miss Bayer said. “T feel like
most of the time [ twy to just keep calm
and carry on or make a joke to hide how I
really feel, partially because too much of
any emotion makes me cry like someone
in the bathroom at a middle school
dance. I try not to think abour specifics
and just make it through each week, no,
just try to make it through each day.

“We may be in the middle of a pan-
demic, and there are loved ones I won’t
see for at least another six months, but
there are also students who rely on me
and all teachers every single day to learn
and to bring some sense of normaley to
all of the craziness going on right now. So
bring it on, wirtual learning! I will deal
with all of the technical difficulties and I
will adapt material to make sense online
as long as I need to, because this is what
we need to do right now.”

For these three educators, the
COVID lifestyle has been nothing short
of a nightmare but also as an important
reminder regarding the simplicity life
once was even when we believed it was
madness fulfilled. We have all taken a
beating due to the pandemic, but the
brighter side is destined to be reached by

each and every one of us... one day. &

(Clockwise from top) Mrs. Katherine Farber remains connected with her
students via Google Meet live streams (while others are productive in the
classroom. (Above) Miss Nicole Nightlinger spent her quarantine time com-
peting in (and finishing) a sK. (Left) Mr. Nick Sander multitasks with his hy-
brid history students.
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BY HAVEN MOORE
SLATE STAFF WRITER

Artistic potentiai can be found any-
where in the world. Whether it be paint-
ing, drawing, sculpting, or even a form
that cannot be portrayed physically, there
is aiways an art plece waiting to be
acknowledged  everywhere you lock.
Many people have wvarious styles they
utilize to show their perspectives of the
wortld through arrwork.

When someone can share their work
with others, inspire someone out there to
take a chance, while making their state-
ment, it is quite f‘uiﬁiiing\ The Artist of
The Month is a newly-formed conceprt. It
is a fun way to encourage and highlight
the artistic talent of the students at this
school. This month’s second and official
winner of this contest is Aubrey Pollard.
Congratulations, Aubrey!

Aubrey is a freshman at Northern
Lehigh, whose specialty is painting and
drawing. She finds herself embarking on
a new artistic creation when a random
idea enters her mind, and she must ex-
press it on paper.

Aubrey always begins by skerching
out her design with a pencil on a blank
canvas and then goes in with various
paint colors. She likes making her pic-
tures look natural, as well as biending the
colors very well to give an accurate repre-
sentation of what she is painting/

Cirawing\
Aubrey not only has independent,
creative artistic qualities, but she is also
very kind in sharing her creations with
others. She has made requested paintings,
and even gifts them to people! Aubrey
once made a painting of a pig for
someone’s birthday present and has given
one 85 a gift to her basketball trainer. At
the same time, she appreciates when the
people around her give her an idea and
let her make the final produce. Aubrey is
very unique when it comes to her work
and does not like hers to look like any-
body else’s. That is what makes her work
impressionable from others.

When Aubrey does sell them, it is
only to compensate for the cost of mate-
rials. She never marks up her price based
on how long it takes her to make the
artwork. All she wants is for people to
enjoy what she makes.

Aubrey was generous enough to pro-
vide us with three of her original paint-
ings, featured below:

From what you can see, Aubrey has
presented three detailed and colorful
paintings just full of personality. Starting
with the first painting (pictured farthest
to the left), Aubrey painted a turtle glid-
ing through water which shows hazy re-
flection on its surface.

The inspiration behind this painting

See Artist, page 12
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In partnership with Get Outdoors Pa and the Wildlands Conservancy,
don't miss out on your walks this winter...learn to snowshoe!

Sunday, February 28th
10:00-11:30am

Covered Bridge Trailhead
(7871 7th Street, Slatington, Pa)

Adult: $10
Children ages 6—12: Free

This guided shoeing class on the Slate Heritage Trail will
provide stunning views of Trout Creek. We go, snow or no
snow! Dress appropriately as we will be outdoors the entire
time. All equipment will be provided. Please wear a mask.

Pre Registration Required with Wildlands Conservancy.

Visit https://wildlandspa.secure.force.com/registration or call

484-633-0093 for more information.
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What awaits... After graduation?

With the end of the school year in the distance, the class 0f 2021 is about to join the real world. After
being in school for as iong as they can remember, what will it be like when they MOoVe O tO & NEw
stage in life? Now that COVID has hit, things will be a lot different after graduation compared toa
few Fears ago. It comes with many more responsibilities, on top of everything else. To find out, I
asked some seniors what's next for them after high school and how they feel about it.
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ing, glamorization of the military (making way for the ignorance of
its disproportionate government funding), and sexism and gueer
phobia, among others..,

Another characteristic of fascist nations is the disdain for human
rights. The United States, while a leader in the enforcement of hu-
man rights, is largely hypocritical. Systemic racism and xenophobia
lead to many violations of human rights. The United States govern-
ment is largely still an opponent of the advancement of queer rights,
Separation of families ar the U.S.-Mexico border and their subse-
quent deplorable derainment violates not only human rights but hu-

P P man ciee'eney\Al_i@ igoil-iildust?lai"ea'm-ﬁiex 8 allso one of the biggest
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N § ~Qagharacteristic of fascism that the United States fills extremely
well is how religion and government are intertwined o sway public
opinion. While the United States preserves freedom of religion, and
is supposed to separate Church from State, it does this far from effec-
tively. Many politicians at the federal, state, and local level endorse
and introduce many legislation solely on the basis of their religious
affiliation, while many laws discriminate against people of certain

| g reii-é-io‘ﬁsz T—h& egfeléts of religion and government being so deeply

1S | iMtertwirdedCars dxtierﬁeiy polarizing and detrimental to a democratic
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~§7z fop so puuchgfor democracy when businesses and the corporate
efite are the ones who influence the decisions of elected officials. This
< couty theoretically happen in any demoeratic system, but is especially
appatent in a fascist state. In America, while companies are not nec-
essatily the ones who put people in power (the citizens surprisingly
hold that abiiity to & certain extent), companies infuence poiiticians3
ideas and decisions, or pay poiiticians to vote in favor of their inter-
) /sstls aiitogethe{ throbgh-iabbyiﬁigl ar@ Eri_bery\
K K 7 One aOFlEhR iestéhrar;‘ct(%isti(% of fas%isgl %hat theaURitiedaStates
pathetgcaiiy falls under is obsession Witiilcrime and p%nishment\ Un-
der fascism, the poiice are given virtuaiiy limitless power to enforce

"thC iaw\” POI' CiCCS.CiCS upon CiCCS.CiCS, American pOiiCC have bCCD

getting away with a myriad of abuses and outright crimes. Especiaiiy

during times of unrest, civil law is often overlooked to wring citizens
back into submission. This was especially apparent during the sum-

8 et 092'02'0,%s’fhgusarids ofBlack Lives Matrer protesters were vio-

s |legly dpsper@®d ad Kefained b jgpfee arqukid th®douktry.

7 ~ @inaii_}(, Ignotiger@t’]’ge ei‘f:;ira‘et®isti<701C fagcmml is widespread cro-
® I@is}n aéld~ (‘{orku?tion throughout the government. Throughout
Armericai history and apparent within the last several decades, politi-
cians endorse and appoint friends and other allies with lirtle to no
political qualifications, protecting each other from accountability for
wrongdoing, making career politicians in the process. Under fascist
governments, natural resources and people are exploited for the bene-
fit of the politiclans. With their country so neatly filling itself under
various fascist characteristics, how are Americans supposed to re-

~ jspond?{Chigeng fjeck to become as active in government as they can,

1S Ea?iiiarfziﬁg thﬁmseilves W,iti] V&Ifhat is politically and socially transpic-

ing in thejr communities and country, and researching what they can

“ 4oto help cHangg systgms an programs on a local, state, and nation-
al level.

Citizens need to find and elect officials who are actively going to
try to change the government for the better, and call politicians’
bluffs on issues of importance. The American government, in recent
years, has largely shown that it is not going to completely fulfill its
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No one needs to see each other’s
face anyway.

Ar first, the idea of making us (free
citizens) wear face masks felt o little
surreal. Need a quart of milk? Mask
up. Walking the dog? Mask up. Star-
bucks run? Cower that excited grin
before you show your Instagram clan
a nonfat soy latre.

It's now part of our swagger. They
fit the style, promote our favorite
brands, and still show the respect to
others that porr health marcers.
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A school not too far
from our NL community

unfortunately  takes a

different

Masks are scarcely worn

approach.

among teachers in the
halls

notin SCSSiOD), coiieagues reguiariy cat

(when classes are

lunch together withour distancing,
and faculty meetings are held in per-
son (masks optional).

One thing at Northern Lehigh

that has been consistent during this

«f

the

Dawgs have been looking out

unprecedented time —
for each other.

Students, staff, and anyone in
the building are masked at all
times. When co-workers visit co
-workers, on it goes. Heading
down to the copler? Only the whites
of our eyes are seen.

Students, including those who
verbally state their disgust for such a
mandate, respect the rule. For thar,
we are thanlkful.

~ |

Bulldogs all around the high
school should be commended for not
bucking the system. No one fkes the
mask, but it has proven to be part of
the solution.

This is just life for the moment.
The veil Wlii be lifted one day. A rime
will return when our sometimes-
grumpy faces scorn down upon you
with academic concern and earth-
stopping glares. Until then, you get
half the face but all of our pride and

appreciation. ¢

Mki @
BY AVERY DIAZ
SLATE COLUMMNIST

Red or blue. Elephant or donkey.
Conservative or liberal. Or, dare T say it
without raising your blood pressure to an
aiarming level, Republican or Democrat.
Of course, there are several other minor
parties, but those main two are like Bat-
man to Joker, assigned roles up to indi-
vidual interpretation. Almost everyone, to
some extent, has preconceived notions
about the opposing party.

Or from an Independent perspective,
the specific views of them. Opinions are
held,

ing, as to why they side with the side that

aiong with grievances and reason-

they do. Bur now more than ever, the
negative perception of those with oppos-
ing views has created a toxic divide within
the country.

Political partiss are no ionger SEE 4s
what they truly are: people who share the
same ideas on how the country could best
be run. Instead, they create an excuse to
inflict hate and judgment upon others
under the guise of free speech and entitle-
ment to opinions. And when others don’t
agree, the probiems start.

I'd even go as far as to say that politi-
cal parties are seen as concrete representa-
tions of the morals and character of an
individual, perpetuating stereotypes on a
subtle, yet substantial, scale. But at a base
lewel, this poiiticai tension is the thing of
nightmares for all relationships.

The crazy uncle and outspoken aunt
are no longer allowed in the same room
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together at Thanksgiving

Strangers feel the need to bash each
other on Twitter and such with unsolicit-
ed (but not unreciprocated), strongly-
worded messages.

Neighbors are engaging in unspoken
wars in the form of yard signs. (Ever no-
tice how they're almost always in clusters?
One person puts up a sign. The next day,
five flags and a cardboard cutout of the
opposition’s face is placed front-and-
center in the lawn across the street. Case
and point.)

Regardless of the extent, even if it's
internalized, these walls of hatred put up
for the other side are tearing the country
apart. People deliberately try to fight and
cause problems with those who don't
agree, like toddlers, as opposed to strong
adults respectfully supporting their be-
liefs.

Of course, everyone can share opin-
ions and react accordingiy to others, but
at what point is it too far?

To put it {somewhat) dramartically,
individuals live in fear of how others will
react to their opposing poiiticai views.
And within reason: famiiy, friends, and
coworkers may look down upon or treat
them differently because of whar they
believe.

Meanwhile, others instill that fear.
Most instll that fear, to some extent,
through animosity and general feelings of
superiority toward peopie with opposing
views. Instead of being receptive to {or at

See Avery, page 9
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Editorial note: In order to solicit a more conservative view and/or a Republican perspective to suppbohaltat for
Trump had accomplished in his four years in office, The Slate sent an email to the student body. ikvgmaréim-of a
nouncements were also shared on the Dog Dish morning news program for two weeks. We receivedemtréspons
di scover some achievement in Trumpds term, our ass:

BY BRITTNEY DIEHL
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

I am a liberal lesbian feminist — and
the farthest thing from someone who
even acknowledges Donald Trump as our
45th presicient\ Yer, here [ am, writing a
story no Trump supporter could bring
him or herself to write.

Mr. Trump has done many, many
things in office- many that are negative
and others positive. There is some hope
for this man to leave a iegacy with a shred
of good linked to it. When iaying out his
accomplishments, however, these words
are, in no way, satire. Tam a reporter and
report is what I shall do.

For the most parr, it all boils down to
one aspect: the economy. Even in the
midst of a pandemic- albeit with no
COVID-19 pian- Donald Trump was
able to keep the nation from plummerting
as it had once done in the Great Depres-
sion.

Around 56% of Americans believed
that under Trump’s administration, they
are better off than they were four years
prior. This was done through the Cares
Aetr, which was able to avoid a second

Grear Depression for the country.

On top of this, Mr. Trump expanded
GOP support among people of color and
In 2020, Trump
earned about 269 of the non-White vote
and many of his critics were shocked to

non-%wWhite voters.

see his support for those people of color.

Not oniy this, but Mr. Trump also made

history in March, becoming the first .5,
president to speak in person on the pro-
life side of the controversial abortion top-
ic. He embraces the pro—iii'e MOVernent
and was the main reason behind many of
the pro-iife victories as well. He was the
first president to face and take sides on
such an issue- utilizing his First Amend-
ment rights\

The Democrats® famous “blue wawve”
was also stopped by Trump\ He heiped
Repubiicans prevent Democrats from
taking the Senate, while his party gained a
seat in the House of Representatives\

The United States’ reiationship with
China has recentiy been on thin ice due
to the giobai pandemic. In response,
Trump shut down travel from China,
held Beijing accountable for the wirus,
and was able to become stern on China’s
intellectual property theft. When on the
topic of foreign affairs, he also took out
Iran’s terrorist Quds Force leader Qasem
Soleimani- drawing a red line for such a
group. He also transformed the Middle
East by implementing the Abraham Ac-
cords and brokered four Arab-Tsraeli
peace accords.

Many

conservatives  also rejoiced

when they found that Trump had put
Amy Coney Barrett on the Supreme
Court shortly after the death of Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg— making him the
first president to have put the most justic-
es through to the Supreme Court.

Additionaiiy, he launched Operation
Warp Speed, the greatest health achieve-
ment in history to date. When iooking at
it individuaiiy, Trump was said to make
many achievernents in one year when
others would take three.

When boiiing it down, it was obvious
that among what most see as a negative
presidency, there was some good to it all.
Many people rave aboutr how amazing
Donald Trump was to the country when
president, so, why could no Trump sup-
porter write about this? I chose to support
2 man | technically do not encourage in
the name of journalism but where were
they?

This just leaves the question of how
rruly people support a man or if they
support what they #hink he is. Are they
truly aware of his actions and ideas or do
they blindly follow in the name of their

supposed promises of democracy? @
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ABBY PEARTREE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

All around the world, people in the
LGBTQ+ community face hate and dis-
crimination. One of the biggest contribu-
tors to this is something not many would
expect. Some might even consider it an
asset.

However, the media constantly cre-
ates a stream of homophobic and tran-
sphobic ideologies. It comes through in
every form of the media. Movies and
television display it constantly and social
media platforms do, too. Things that are
meant to try and help the community
even manage to damage it through stereo-

types.
Late night TV host James Corden

piayed a gay man in the movie “The
Prom.” However, his portrayai involved
harmful stereotypes such as an accent to
his voice as well as a flambovyant persona.
Aithough this is the way the characrer is
meant to be piayeci the miscasting of us-
ing a heterosexual man who is Wideiy
known makes it seemn offensive and off-
putting to many.

<<qk| | k @
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Years ago, a TV show called “Psych”
had a terribiy portrayed  transgender
woman. In the episode ttled “Deez
Nups,” a transgender woman s i:iirting
with the male detectives. ﬂiey make dis-
gusted remarks at her desper voice and
masculine frame. ﬂiey misgender her
muitipie times and at the end of the epi-
sode they drop her off at a church to sig-
nify that they detested her
transgender. This hate appears in music.

In 1987, Aerosmith released the song

being
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“Dude (Looks Like A Lady)” The entire

song s making fun of presumabiy a

transgender woman or a drag queen. Alr-
hough not all drag queens are part of the
LGBTQ+ community tociay, back then it
was a vast majority. The song states to
“never judge a book by its cover” By
stating this, they are teiiing listeners thata
person’s gender is not defined by how
they feel but instead their chromosomal
sex. This is a harmful misconception that
hurts transgender peopie often.

rs| 1 k2 Kk

In 2007, Kary Perry released a song
called “Ur So Gay.” The song projected
the stereotype that gay men wear makeup
and that it is homosexual behavior to be
male and wear makeup. The lyrics “I can’t
believe I fell in love with someone that
wears more makeup than...” and “You're
so gay and you don't even like boys.”
These lyrics show that there was clear
intentions o be homophobic. However,
after all of these different situations, the
shows and movies still air and the songs
haven’t been taken down.

The artists and creators who made
these songs and shows continue to make
money. These examples aren’t even the
beginning of a iong list of offensive media
and new examples come out every day.

The only way to stop the normaliza-
tion of homophobia and transphobia in
the media is to boycott such material.
Howevwer, with the number of people
who discriminate against the LGBTQ+
community the probabiiity of offensive
media going away is slim to none. The
choice is up to the peopie\ Will & blind
eye be turned or will acceptance make its

way through? &
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Morality plays a bl
role in anha s k
selfish motives

BY BRITTNEY DIEHL
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Imagine walking into a scene similar
to that of Baméi. The babbling brooks,
animals scattered, but at second glance,
the animals are fake and you're surround-
ed by people doing daily shopping at
Cabela’s. Yet, one thing strikes you- pure
hotror as not a single person is wearing
their mask correctly- if at all.

I did not see a single person who had
the decency to pull their mask up for the

sake of humaniry as we currently know it.
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I felt rage, annoyance, terror- usual emo-
tions of those in harm’s way when there
are effective and efficient means to help
diminish such harm. Howewver, I can de-
scribe these people in my own words-
three to be exact. They are selfish.
However, this situation is not just
found in Cabela’s but also around the
nation. Whether it is stubborn old wom-
en in church who want to worship God
without the proper sanitary measures or

an entire grocery store full of people who
refuse to put something over their face,
the anti-mask movement has begun two
spread, and the disease they are most
likely carrying comes along for the ride.
Mask controversy has seemed to hit
the nation and spread just as fast as this
pandemic\ Some believe it is away for the
gOVEITIImEnt to control vou, to take away
vour rights in the name of safety. Howew-

er, some are sane, saying how it is a way
to keep themselves and everyone around
them safe. But anti-maskers pose one
question: can we all just get along?

There is one- and only Orne- answer to
that question: no. There is no getring
along ina day and age where there is no
longer respect for others. ﬂjey do not
respect life as they wear a piece of fabric
or disposable cloth below their nose. It is

R~i««KkrpglgtT®®r

not hard. Hospital workers wear quadru-
ple that, if not more, while helping the
people that anti-maskers are continuously
inf"ecting\

Despite this, every issue within socie-
ty comes down to one mundane thing:
morality\ Is this right? Should people
truly be doing this? Should freewill come
into play? What about the promise of life,
liberty, and happiness to those within the
United States?

Some may argue that not wearing- as
well as wearing- a mask is a right\ They
are American; therefore, they should be
presented with the choice.

Not only do people choose to make
masks mandatory in their businesses be-
cause it is what they are comforrable
with, but also the fact that happiness
should and will only come to those who
do not infringe on other individuals’ hap-
piness.

However, one big-picture item is the
future- not only the future in general but
also the future when regarding this or
other health crises.

Will we be able to survive this pan-
demic or others with the pure ignorance
that has seemed to plague the nation?
There is no idea of how much more we
can take. Life is no longer normal. Wear

your mask. &
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Although he is an English teacher by background, NLHS assistant principal Mr. David Hauser enjoys his local history. He recently came across a program
from Slatington High School Senior Night from 100 years ago. Recognize any names?
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Selection—“Senior March” - - - - - - - Emil Ascher
High School Orchestra
President’s Address - - - - - - - - - John H. Craig
Class Poem—“Sunset” - - - - - Anna Williams Lynn
Class Song—“High School Days” - - Thelma Andreas
The Class
Class History— :
“The Boys” - - - Nettie Bowman Boyer -
e - . “The Girls” - - - - - Wm. J. Griffith ,
Prophecy— B4 &
“The Boys” - - - Luella Mae Van Norman i
“The Girls” - - - - - Gordon Fenstermaker i
Selection—“Menuett” - - - - - - - - W, A. Mozart
High School Orchestra g
Class Will -- - - - - - - - - - - Thelma Andreas :
Presentations—
To the Boys - - Lillian Ferrell Morgan i
To the Girls - - - - - Russell E. Rex X
Selection—“Alma Mater” - - - - - - - -

Selection—“The Drummer Boy” - - - - -
High School Orchestra

The Class ’
Jacob Ellis '

CLASS ROLL

SRR A |
Class President - - - - John Horner Craig |
Secretary - - - - - Evelyn Amy - Morgan
Treasurer - - - - - Anna Williams Lynn

LATIN

Nettie Bowman Boyer
¥ Paul Clifford Craig
Maude Ethel Evans
Wilmer Mermo Hill
Anna Williams Lynn

John Horner Craig
Leander George Kern

Thelma Andreas

‘Beatrice Mae Crist

Ruth Handwerk Davis
Florence Hilda Druckenmiller
Allen David Evans
Gordon Fenstermaker
Wm. J. Griffith

Dorothy Alice Handwerk
Walter Henry Handwerk
Edith Mae Jones

Marian Eleanor Kennel

* Deceased

AND ENGLISH

Evelyn Amy Morgan
Lillian Ferrell Morgan
Lydia Marian Scheirer
Thomas Julius Smith
Marcus Martin Stopp

ENGLISH

Malcolm Harold James Meagher |
*Homer Henritzy Paules

COMMERCIAL

Irene Lillian Kester “
Arthur Gombert Kressly
Helen Mae Krill

Ella Marie Kuhnsman

Gordon Thomas Kuntz

Miriam Carolyn Musselman
Russell Ernest Rex
Erma Agnes Spadt

Earla Olivia Stoneburner
Luella Mae Van Norman
Ceridwen Williams
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Graphic, from page 2

only difference is they include a graphic
representation of the plot’s events, which
allows you to easily visualize the author’s
vision for the events, characters, setting,
ete”

Similar views are believed at the high
school. “The act of “reading’ is really just
comptehending rext. & “text’ is anything
that contains words. That could be a
graphic novel, a magazine article, a cook-
book... "Reading” isn't just something you
do in school,” explains high school Eng-
lish teacher Miss Janelle Scheckler.

As the benefits of reading graphic
novels have become more accepted, they
have started to appear more often in
classrooms. Although the English teach-
ers at Northern Lehigh all agreed thar
graphic novels are considered reading,
their opinions varied when they wers
asked if they believe graphic novels
should be used in the Engiish curriculum.

“They should definitely have a place
in the classroom,” asserts high school
Engiish teacher Mr. Christopher Barnes.
“I've used them as a supplement 1o 7o
Kill a Mockingbird, which can have a lot
of tedious reading for a student, and for
Spmk, which gives us visuals to the scenes
we would otherwise have to just picture
in our own minds.”

Middle school English teacher Mrs.
Kim Filipovits is willing to add graphic
novels to the English curriculum, if the
school is able to get them. "It is difficult
for some kids to enjoy what they are
reading. Regular books can seem boring
to them. [ am all for any book thar will
pique interest in a student. As iong as
they are reading, they are learning,” she
said.

Alternately,  high English

teacher Mr. Jon Prive is not sure “if any

school

graphic novels have reached a level of
cultural significance at this point to war-

| ~" kz «
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SLATE WRITER DELANEY SZWAST CHECKS OWT "THE GIVER' AS A
GRAPHIC NOVEL. OTHERS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE HIGH S5CHOOL LIBRARY.

rant & central piace in a unit of study in
an ELA classroom. That being said, they
can be embraced as a source of independ-
ent reading materials and might be in-
cluded as excerpts to supplement other
texts. Some worth exploring would be
Neil Gaiman's Sandman, Vaughan and
Henrichon's Pride of Baghdad, and Spie-
gelman's Mawus. Maws is probably the best
fit for our current ELA curriculum, to be
studied aiongside texts such as Nz'géﬁ, The
Diary of @ Young Girl (Anne Frank), and
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas”

He also noted that “the texts are often
much more expensive than and not con-
tinuously published like the staples of
classroom texrs.”

About 50 graphic novels are currently
available in the high school library.
School librarian Mrs. Krystle-Dawn Will-
ing—Tiedeman is Working on expanding
the collection which currently ranges
from graphic retellings of stories like the

Handmaidb Tale and Macheth to stories
like Hey, Kidde, which is a wvisual look

into the topic of addiction in families.

She recommends students explore any of
the graphic novels and encourages stu-
dents and staff’ to suggest any graphic
novels that could be added to the collee-
tion.

“For some people, the graphic novel
versions may not be appealing, bur for
others, they could be the key to connect-
ing with stories and literary experiences
you've never had with traditional books,”
said Mrs. Tiedeman. “Plus, sometimes,
they're just fun. We need to realize
there’s still room for fun.” &
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Avery, from page &

least éz«:mom'?zg) others’ ideas, sveryone is
so quick to judge and bash others, genu-
ineiy believing that the other person is
wrong in the way they think. It's an ego-
tistical dispiay ofimmaturity, biurring the
lines between the right to opinions and
poiiticai prejudice\ And no, its not just
one-sided. Don’t even start with thart.
Despite what our perceptions (heaviiy
influenced and clouded by the "I'm right
and you're wrong” train of thought) may
suggest, o one can seem to get along or
agree with anything anymore when poli-
tics are involved.

And, of course, everyone is so quick
to make everything political. If's as if
people look to pick fights, using their
“wiews” as an excuse to detest others, elic-
iting verbal {and, at times, physical) fights
if, heaven forbid, someone doesn’t feel
the same or disregards their opinion.
Yikes.

In a world where, even more so in the

{ " ®gr k «

past year, we're gaining the strength to
ficht for what we believe, the accompa-
nied screaming match when someone
doesn’t feel the same shouldn’t be.. well,
accompanied\

Of course, the past year has further
amplified this tension, with an election
year and a raging pandemic causing stress
and major lifestyle changes, but that’s
ever the reason to stand back and notice
the wrongdoings on how others are being

treated.

Ewen if you think they have packing
peanuts for brains.

During the times when everyone
needs to stick together and be there for
each other -- not fizerally. .. back up -- the
nation’s bond seems to have gone down
the toiler. (And with it, an alarming
amount of bulk toilet paper.) Bur the
point is, i doesn't have to be this way.. If
everyone puts up these walls, automatical-

~8@ s§ B~ XK :

iy assuming that thoss of opposing views
are the abhorrent scum of the nation,
how is the country supposed to progress?
len’t that the point of all this, to make
sure the “right thing” is being done?

At this rate, we're destroying the na-
tion that we're aiiegediy fighting to "fix"
with our "correct” ideoiogies\ And mal-
inga fool of ourselves in the process.

Of course, people aren’t going w get
aiong\ I realize this and I'm not necessari-
iy trying to change that fact, especiaiiy
since I'm speaking from a position of
priviiege\

With thar being said, I'm not asking
everyone to hug and kiss the very people
they feel they're oppressed by. Bur at this
rate, with the daily judgment and extreme
nature of political hatred, a dark road is
ahead. Even darker than the sad state
we're in now. Everyone tears down each
other just because e think that zhey
think wrong.

That's just wrong. &
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Basketball Senior Nights, pages 11,13
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NLHS veteran teacher Dave Oertner approaches 40 years of coaching; eyes the end

By KENDALL HEINEY
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

Northern Lehigh’s famed Dave QOecrtner has con-
firmed his retirement from coaching the cross country,
track and field, and basketball teams. He has been an
exceptional coach for the past four decades and had an
exceedingly successful career, Qertner is also a North-
ern Lehigh alumnus who graduated from Slatingron
High School in 1978. He took part in cross country,
track and field, and basketball in his high school years
and his love for the sports kept him moving into be-
coming a coach of the reams.

Qertner originally wanted to become the basketball
coach when he came back as a teacher. The spot was
taken so the school suggested he should become the
CrOSS-COUNLIY coach, and he has since stuck with ir.
Eventually, the basketball coach position was offered,
and he stayed as the coach for 10 years in the late 1980s
and early 1990s. He stepped AWaYy from boys baskethall
and became the girls basketball coach in the early
2000s. Mr. Qertner had the privilege to coach his
daughters as they went through high school and en-
joyed all of it.

“I was harder on them, but by the same token, it
was an experience that I got to spend more time with
my kids than almost any other father gets to spend with
his. I taught them in class. I coached them. It was a
great sxperience,” he said.

Mr. Qertner accepted the offer of becoming the
head cross country coach in 1982 when he first started
teaching at Northern Lehigh. He has held a record of
1,012 wins and 751 losses over his 39 coaching SEAS0MS.
Under his leadership, Northern Lehigh’s cross country
teamns have experienced nine Centennial League Cham-
pionships, eight Centennial League Meet Champion-
ships, four Colonial League Championships, three Co-
lonial League Meet Championships, five District X[
Team Championships, 13 Team PIAA State Qualifying
Teams, and eight undefeated seasons. Qertner has also
alded in getring six athletes to states. He coached Bob
Chandler who was the PIAA Individual State Champi-
on in 1992 after placing 2rd in 1990 and 1991. Just
recently, Reagan Pender placed Sth in 2019 and 6th in
2018, Also, Lisa Dorshimer 6th (1992) and 10th
{1991), Matt Qertner 9th (2000), John Breininger
10th (1999) and Tim Pﬂuger 11<h (1995).

Mr. QOertner is currently an assistant coach for track
and field and is considering remaining there a few more
years. As an assistant coach, less of his time will be rak-
en and he can spend more time focusing on family and

getting closer to full retirement. He has 97 seasons of \

coaching experience behind him and he is thinking i

about possibly reaching the 100 mark by staying with (Top) Dave Oertner with asst. coaches LoriBeth Guelcher and Beth Case (who assistant-coached

for more than 20 years) and NL record holder Reagan Pender, class of 2020. (Above) At 2019
See Oertner, pagen States, with LoriBeth Guelcher, Ali Lorah, Katie Guelcher, Reagan Pender, and Nate Keller.
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Still ballin” through a pandemic! Madison Seier (above) and Emily Hunsicker (right) recently celebrated Senior Night.
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Photos courtesy of Mr. Bryan Geist
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Oertner, from page 10

track. “If I decide to stick around for a
couple more years of track, that would be
a nice number to reach. But I don’t know
vet. I was thinking abourt it, but I don’t
know if I will get there,” Oertner said.

Oertner wants to retire from coach-
ing, and soon teaching, to see his family
more often. His oldest daughter, Lauren,
is a speech pathologist in Rapid City,
South Dakota; his middle daughter,
Almee, is a Captain for the United States
Army and is stationed with her family in
Texas.

She recently had a child, and Mr.
Qertner would like to see his grandchild
more often. His son, Andy, still resides in
the Lehigh Valley and is an ER nurse.

Retiring from being a fulltime coach

would allow him to wvisit his family more
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often and fly out without missing any-
thing.

“It’s tough to see them. I see my son
often because he is still in the area,” Mr.
Oertner said. "But my daughters are in
different states. So one reason [ wanted to
tetire as a cross-country coach is so I'm
able to do things like that, and have thar
time to be able to travel to see my chil-
dren or have them home here in Pennsyl-
vania.”

He has been an influential coach and
made his mark on the athletes thar
worked with him. NL grad (Class of
2001) Amy Zeiser sald she has known
Mr. Qertner almost her whole life and he
has played a big role in school and be-
yond. “I have known Coach Oertner for
almost my entire life. He started out as
my coach, then as a colleague, and most

importantly - a friend. He has always

g/\akka N

been there for me and has always treated
me like family. I have so many fond
memories of my time in the NL cross
country programm that I will always cher-
ish,” Zeiser said. "He dedicated so much
of his time, energy, and life to that pro-
gram. He treated every runner with re-
spect. He showed everyone how much
he cared for them. There will never be
another coach like Coach Qertner.”

In more recent years, 2020 grad
Reagan Pender believes she is the record-
holding runner she is today because of
her coach. "He was a patient and kind
coach who was always willing to talk and
encourage the team. I'm so incredibly
thankful for the many memories I have
from my four years of running under
Coach Oermer. He was an amazing
coach that really cared for his athletes and
was always there for them. He created a

r-k ™

lasting legacy that will be remembered by
all of the athletes he trained during his
time of coaching at Northern Lehigh ”

It was an extremely difficult decision
for Mr. Qertner to make as he will be
leaving something he has been involved
with since he was in high school but be-
lieves he has chosen the right time to step
away. Mr. QOertner thanks former athletic
director Dick Smith who got him into
coaching and thanks the athletes for the
experience.

“I also want to thank all the people
that I ran into along the way. My ath-
letes, because without them, you have
nothing. It was a great experience. It’s
one you just won't forget — ever. But as
they say, it's time to move on to new

challenges.” &

(Left) From a very successful 2019 year.
(Above) One is a rare, invaluable collec-
tor’s item; the other is a cardboard cutout.
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was when Aubrey and her family were sup-
posed to visit Barbados before the pandemic
hit. She particularly enjoyed adding all of
the colors into the picture. Next, the second
painting is ofa v‘ibrantly colored lion.

Aubrey’s main drive for this painting was
to be abstrace, pop with color, and interest.
Lastly, the third painting {on page 4)is of a
waterfall ﬂowing into a stream, which is
surrounded by woodsy trees. She is always up
for a new experience and thought this would
be a great way fto experiment with blending
colors, which would make this painting dis-
play as realistic.

Regarding what Aubrey is working on
presently, she is practicing drawing people
and anime characters. She does this in hopes
that she will perfect her technique of draw-
ing the human body shape and proportions
correctly.

Though she does her work like she's al-
most professional, she falls in love with art
because it helps her relax. Aubrey is an artist
who puts so much passion and effort into
her work, and it most definitely shows.
Thank you for sharing your artistic ralent
with your fellow peers.

If anyone has any interest or questions
about The Artist of The Month, please don't
hesitate to contact Mr. Shuey via email, or
visit him in the Art Room. &
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" EARN YOUR ASSOCIATE DEGREE CLOS

E TO HOME.

Keep on track with your educational goals at the close-to-home and affordable option. With faculty
committed to your success and classes offered in a variety of formats, LCCC is the best choice

for your future. Advisors, financial aid reps, counselors and others are ready to help you earn your
degree to transfer or train for a career quickly.

Start here. Go anywhere.
Enroll today! Iccc.edu | 610.799.1575



