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Nerthern Lehigh High Scheool’s football
season came to an emotional end, Nov. 21,
with aloss to Palisades. All of 2020,
however, with its COVID restrictions

and game changes, was notall

wasted as the Bulldogs still achieved
second-seed status in the 2A bracket

in District X1 action.
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Art Club selects featured artist for January

Keona Dyer showcases
diversity with drawings

BY HAVEN MOORE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Diversity among people’s artistic abilities
are essential to inspiring new forms of ex-
pression in art, and influencing the creative
capability in all to become more present in
their day-to-day life. Yes, it may seem cliché,
but giving people motivation to initiate their
true creative potential by sharing other’s
proud works of art is rewarding to both the
viewers and the sharers.

The Artist of The Month is a newly-
formed concept. It is a fun way to encourage
and highlight the artistic talent of the stu-
dents at this school. This month’s first and
official winner of this contest is Keona Dyer.

Keona is a 10th grader at Northern
Lehigh whose specialty is drawing. Her
drawings are special to people because they
are always unique in one way or another,
This includes her atrention to detail, which
distinguishes her pieces from other artist’s
drawings. Keona would like to think thar
people would appreciate her art because of
the time and effort she puts into her crea-
tions to make them reach their full poten-
tial.

Keona was generous enough to provide
us with three of her original pencil drawings,
featured below.

As you can see, Keona drew an assort-
ment of very detailed and realistic drawings.
Hands in different positions, a boot, and the
beloved Chadwick Boseman (may his soul
rest in peace), are her featured pieces. Keona
used pencils to draw these pictures and used
a technique known as cross-harching to get
the base down. For all who do not know,
cross-harching is an artistic technique used
to create tonal or shading effects by drawing
closely spaced parallel lines that cross at
different angles.

This process was used in both the hands’
and ‘boot’ drawings. As for the Chadwick
Boseman drawing, she simply blended the
pencil to create various shades and values.
This portrays the realistic approach Keona
was taking on Mr. Boseman’s portrait.

According to Keona, she felt the picture
of Chad Boseman was a “challenge ” The Art

Club commends Tou KCOD&, FOI' taking a

constructive decision that has seemed to have
opened horizons on your artistic ability\

The image that consists of three very well
represented hands is a result of careful posi-
tioning and layered cross-hatching\ Lastly,
the drawing of the boot is an addition to her
collection due to the greatest contrast of the
shadows and values shown.

Believe it or not, although Keona is expe-
rienced with pencil drawingsj she actually
has never done cross-hatching in such detail
before except for the two that you have just
read about. Keona is a talented artist who
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isn’t afraid to expand her horizons. Thank
you for sharing your artistic talent with your
fellow peers.

If anyone has any interest or questions
about The Artist of The Month, pleasc don’t
hesitate to contact Mr. Shuey ia email, or
visit him in the Art Room. &
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Selfless service abounds in honor society

BY BRITTNEY DIEHL
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Narional Honor Sociery, NHS, is the
foundation of many high schools, bring-
ing people and communities together
over a shared principle of altruism,

This club is not only present in many
high schools arcund the nation but also
present in our very own Northern Lehigh
High 3chool. It is an organization “in
which specially-chosen smudents uphold
high standards of service, leadership,
scholarship, and character,” said adviser
Miss Janelle Scheckler.

Recently, the NHS ar our high school
has selected new members and an-
nounced those within the organization
for the 2020-21 school year. These in-
clude Aicha Salih, Gabriel Diaz, Briteney
Diehl, Danielle Dougherry, Emily Hun-
sicker, Caitlin Kirk, Brianna PBriana
Kuhns, Cameron Kuntz, Sophia Lear,
Caelin Mack, and Ryan Lynch. This

year’s officers include President Riley
Griffith, Vice President Kendall Heiney,
Secretary Aldan Williams, Treasurer Ow-
en Levan-Uhler, and Historian Nia Ni-
cholson.

When preparing for the induction
cerernony, the inductees were asked whar
being accepted into and whatr INHS
meant to them as a whole, “The NHS
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brings wonderful opportunities thar will
help me grow. [ am more than happy to
be in such a group that allows me to give
back to the community,” said Sophia
Lear, junior. Furthermore, President Ri-
ley Griffith also notes that “NHS enables
[her] to achieve success and cherish the
chances of becoming a leader and a role

model for others.” NHS can hold a myri-

ad of meanings to different people yet
seems to boil down to two overarching
ideas: growth and chance.

“Though, to be honest, my role in
this organization is very small. These stu-
dents are the go-gswers of Northern
Lehigh, and they thrive in situations that
call for integrity and ambition,” said Miss
Scheckler. Not only this, but the NHS
seems to be the foundation of many pro-
grams and events, yet not many seem to
notice. It is the heart that is beating the
body of NLHS and making us live rather
than simply survive in high school.

Drespite this, the NHS is student fo-
cused. It is meant to create an environ-
ment to let high school students fourish
by helping others- both presently and
futuristic- as asserted by the NHS advi-
sor. “I know with full confidence that
after they graduate, they will continue to
lead lives of service, leadership, scholar-
ship, and character.” 4

‘The past is something all of us have gotten hung
up on one time or another. It's not a bad thing to think
about because that's what shaped us into who we are, it's
a part of us. We all become such strong pcople from it.
But, sometimes it can affect us positively or negatively, it
isn’t something that we should dwell on.

We need to keep moving forward. Qur futures hold
so much for us. Like a canal, the water keeps flowing

down slowly or swiftly it's still moving like we are. Some-
times we take our time and that's OK, or others move
quickly\

You should keep the lessons and memories the good
old days gave you. Those are things that shouldn’t be
forgotten and you won't ever get those back. Bur don't
drag the grudges and grief along for the ride. We can

change what 11{"& has Lo CcoImme FOI' us; wWe can’t change our

past\ RCHCCtiODS Olr" frees on thC Warter FOI' example ars

always oddly prettier than what's in front of you. If you
loock at your life from a different perspective like looking
forward instead of focusing on what’s behind you, life
may have a different view.

Brooke Bower is a senior attending LOTT for commercial
photography and electronic imaging. &
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Small minds can endure big changes

Two different generations react and reflect to this odd time

BY BREANNA HOPPES
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Throughout the journey of life, hu-
mans experience the beaury and pain that
lies within development. As the mind
blossoms, the naive way life had once
been viewed entirely changes. During our
lives, sudden losses, adversity and hard-
ship serve as an obstacle.

Can you recall the beginning of this
adventure? The devastation of hearing the
whistle blow, signaling recess was dwin-
dling to an end for the afternoon. Picture
the last five minutes, the fastest kid in the
prade is patiently waiting on third base,
preparing for the bolt of a lifetime. As the
next in line propels the kickball, which
seems to be miles away, you make a bee-
line directly to home plate. The atmos-
phere is almost tangible. Life is simplis-
tic.

Suddenly, its no longer 2008, It%s
2020 and the alarm is blaring at 6:30 in
the morning. The crisp autumn leaves are
beginning to take flight from the trees.
The shocking reality begins to sink in, this
is it. This is the last first day. Though this
may have been exciting for those who
experienced in years prior, it’s 2020 and
nothing is the way it once was.

The excitemnent that comes with be-
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ginning a new journey has been ripped
out from under the parents of kinder-
gartners and the children themselves.
Kaiden Evans, a kindergartner ar Peters
Elementary may have lost out on the not-
mal first year of school experience, bur the
spatk within him and his innocent heart
of gold were still able to shine through in

an adorable Q&A.
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How do you feel about wearing a
mask to school? [ don’t fike my mask, it
bures my ears e it weird, I only know my
friends eyes. [t makes me sad I can’t see
their whale face..

What do you want to be when
you're older? When [ am bigger [ want to
be a Chick-fil-A waorker because I like giv-
ing people faod and I love chicken.

What scares you the most? 4555, A4
real dragon.

What makes you the happiest?
When Daddy gives me a bug.

What makes you sad? When Grayson
takes & toy from me and doesn’t shave and I
feel so sad when Grayson’s belly burn,

Who do you look up to the most?
Mommy and Daddy becawuse I love them.

Who is the strongest person you
know? Think of a superhero. Grayson is
my supevbero, be even bas a cape. Grayson
makes me happy. My other favorite super
bevo i Spider-Man though.

Kaiden serves as a reminder of the
goodness within the upcoming genera-
tions and the innocence in the thoughts
of children. His heart is full of love and
compassion for those around him, espe-
cially his little brother who suffers from a
tare disease, PHACES.

Beginning this adventure without
sesing the faces of new friends is terrifying
and ending this journey without seeing
the faces behind the mask is devastating.
As our last days at Northern Lehigh wind
down, there’s still a sense of despair.

Senior Dylan Miller, who'd currently
be preparing for an incredible, auditori-
um packed musical, is spending his senior

See Generations, page 7

Kickin’ in Williamsport

Riley Griffith, senior, recently signed a letter of intent to attend Lycoming Col-
lege and join its soccer organization. Best of luck, Riley!
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Stll ‘suite’ for almost 150 years
; . ."-;-"’ SS9 T chaikovsky’s ‘Nutcracker Suite’ dances with traditions
" spccial to a dancer’s heart and pointe shoes

BY MADDY MACK
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

er and quickly fixes it. Clara, worried something
might happen to her gift, sneaks downstairs and

steals it from under the Christmas tree.
For most, the idea of Christmas is flled with

cookies, decorating, ice skating, and drinking hot

Clara falls asleep, and as the clock strikes mid-

night strange events start to occur. As she shrinks

chocolate. Ballerinas, however, think of pointe shoes, down, her gigantic Christmas tree grows to be even

dream roles, seemingly endless rehearsals, and who bigger. The toys around her come to life, and the
will receive the prettiest costume. room fills with the mouse army, led by the Mouse
King. The Nutcracker himself awakes and leads his
toy soldiers into battle against the mice and fights the

Mouse King head-to-head. The Nutcracker and his

army are captured, only to be saved by Clara, who

The Nutcracker, a Christmas tradition to many, is
partially based on  The Nutcracker and the Mouse
King, 2 fantasy story by E'T A, Hoffmann. A young
girl, Marle, witnesses a battle berween her dolls, with
her nutcracker and mouse king as their leaders on
Christmas Eve Night.

The ballet, however, is quite different from the

throws her shoe at the Mouse King, killing him.
The Nutcracker turns into a prince and escorts
Clara to the Land of the Snow, where they are met

original story. While there are many different ver- by dancing snowflakes. They then make their way to

sions of The Nuscracker, the most common is a two- the Land of the Sweets, where they meet the Sugar

act ballet composed by Russian composer Pyorr Plum Fairy.

Afrer the Prince tells her of their journey and the
battle, she rewards them with a celebration of dances,
which include the Spanish, Arabian, Russian, Chi-
nese, Mirliton, and Walw of the Flowers dances.

Right before Clara wakes up holding the nurcracker

Ilyich Tchaikovsky and choreographed by French
baller dancer and choreographer Marius Petipa.

The baller starts as the Staulbaum’s host their
annual Christmas Eve party. The parents are welcom-
ing puests as the children, Clara and Fritz, are danc-
ing and playing. Their godfather, Drosselmeyer, gifts

underneath her Christmas tree, the Sugar Plum Fairy
Clara a beautiful nurcracker. Fritz breaks the nut

cracker, but luckily Drosselmeyer is a skilled toymak- See Nutcracker, page 9

Nursing homes can be ground-zero for virus

By LiLY GROOVER
STAFF WRITER

On Feb. 29, 2020, the first confirmed
COVID-19 death occurred in Kirkland,
Washington, in a long-term care i:acility\
About a month later, more than half of
the residents and employees tested posi-
tive. Twenty-six died within the first
month.

In Pennsylvania, nursing home deaths
account for 68 percent of the total farali-
ties to this day. The close living arrange-
ments and daily activities make it easy for
the virus to spread among the residents.

Additionally, it is hard to make those
with cognitive disabilities, like dementia,
follow procedures to stop the spread. OUne
in five people who contracted the virus
while residing in a nursing home will
likely end up passing away. Only 58 per-
cent of patients recover to full health;
many are left with remaining effects.

Kary Groover, Director of Rehabilita-
tion, DOR, ar a nursing facility in the
Lehigh Valley, experienced whar life was
like in a nursing home from March to the
present. “March was when the entire
nursing home became a scary environ-
ment. We had new measures pur into
place, we had to figure out how to social
distance our staff, as well as our residents.
We shut down all of what was normal
within the facility,” she said. “The para-
noia set in, and I went o work on pins
and needles.” The risk of being sympto-
matic and having to be sent to the hospi-
tal almost triples because everyone in the
nursing home is elderly. Additionally,

more than half struggle with preexisting

conditions that make them more suscep-
tible to further complicarions.

In the summer, nursing home build-
ings in Groover’s region started spreading
the wirus. As the director of therapy, she
needs to have her staff move from build-
ing to building so the residents can get
the care they need and deserve. “The fo-
cus shifted from "how do we do therapy?
to ‘how do we do therapy with COVID?
We weren't the building to worry about

at the time. Unfortunately, the therapy
department got moved to the back steam-
er and our focus was to stop the spread.”
Thers are a couple of theories as to
how COVID entered Groover’s facilicy,
but no one knows precisely who caused
it. In the middle of November, the first
resident started showing symptoms. On
Now. 14, the first positive test result came
back. Groover was very close to them, but
they died five days later on the 19¢h.
After that result, the atmosphere shift-

ed. “We went from not being able to be
tested, not knowing unless you showed
symptoms to being tested once per
month, to once per week, and now rwice
per week. There is daily symprom screen-
ing, temperature checks twice per shift,
along with all of the residents. It takes up
time, resources, and effort.” Groover had
to wear an IN-95 mask, a gown, a hairner,
gloves, and much more protective gear
while helping COVID positive patients.

One night, Groover came home abso-
lutely distraught. A resident who she and
her family were close to before the pan-
demic came into work with her and inter-
acted with residents, who contracted the
virus. She had passed away that night. For
Groover, that was a turning point. She
was a person. She was funny and loud,
and an outgoing person. She would not
have died that night if it wasnt for
COVID.

Only eight residents in the entire
building did not contract the wirus.
Twenty eight people passed away, with
many sick and many in the hospital. They
are real people too. Not just “the old peo-
ple weighing down the data Groover
says, "It is not the flu. I getso angry when
people refer to it as just the flu. There are
a lot of chanpges in cognition. Their brains
seem to have altered. A lot has changed in
people’s appetite. No one wants to eat or
drink. Lots of muscle weakness, however
it's more in their heads.”

Symptoms in the elderly are harsh,
but because of the nurses and essential
employees  following  procedure  and
guidelines, many lives are saved. 4



Page 6

JPINIONS

January 2o
@ @theslatenews
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By Camryn Torres

An open letter to a new
year. We implore you.

Dear 2021,

Please. Have a seat. Let’s discuss.

We need you to be better than that predecessor. A few things went
awry with him.

It’s tough to say how many lessons have been learned this year and
how many people have grown from all that has occurred -- there sure
has been a multitude of chaotic events that all seemed to stem from last
February and March.

Our divided states seem to hate each other more than ever and ifit’s
not an actual civil war occurring,
it certainly feels like one. So, now

that you have arrived, there are a
lot of high expectations coming
your way. It's a lot of pressure. Up
for the task?

First, bring back concerts.
This world revolves around tunes
and beats of all volumes, cultures,
and anthems that cross genera-

tions. The stages have been sadly ] : &

silent for so long and we desper-

ately need live music again. Arenas, clubs, little coffee shops. Please get
the rock our.

Second, we need sports. Live, loud sports. Baseball, hockey, youth
sports, high school sports — all without restrictions and drastic changes.
The competition, the camaraderie, the crowds.

Third, is there any way you could bring back civility and decency?
No? That's on us? Fair enough.

Fourth, maybe bring back .. {gulp} hugs® Or ar least, the orpe of
physical contact that allowed people the bridge to connect with others
— the fist bump, the old-fashioned high-five, a pat on the back {which
can go a long way in the classroom).

Fifth, look, we agree that schools should be open. They are the foun-
dation to our future. But they need to be safe always — and if that calls
for a different method to how they operate, as we have been experienc-
ing for a few months — so be it. At least for a while. We would rather
have a virtual connection with each other than have to send a “Ger Well
card.”

Look, 2021, we know you have just begun and there needs to be a
grace period. We do not expect perfection but we also did not expect
what 2020 did to us. Again, we are not demanding world peace. (That's
on us too, right?)

But just give us a few months of hope, happiness, health, and con-

What a year it has been — Kobe Bryant, Gigi Bryant, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Chadwick certs.
Boseman left us, COVID invaded; protesters persisted; murder hornets buzzed and Wich |
left; Beirut exploded; Australia burned, and President-Elect Joe Biden triumphed, AJ}E o
splitting the red and blue as noted above. of us.
Breanna Hoppes CORE STAFF WRITERS COMIC GUY CONTRIBUTING
E EDITOR IN CHIEF Lily Groover (LECEL I STAFF
Owen Levan-Uhler ED'EORIALTARTS'ST Madelynn Mack, Molly Williams,
. . amryn Torre ) P ST
ALL YOUR BULLDOG NEWS.. Brlttney Dlehl Alf‘l aniIi),\l()Ol'e, A:}l-lley }l:()) eI‘Z
PH OT o GRAPHER ngal eartree, Glana Rosario,
Northern Lehigh High School ASSOCIATE EDITOR SPORTS DEPARTMENT B T Delaney Szwast, Diego Fenstermaker,
1Bulldog Lane . rooke bower Callum Zimmerman
Slatington, PA 18080 Mr. Christopher Barnes Kendall Heiney COLUMNIST
theslatenews@nlsd.org MANAGING ADVISER lage Menpie: Avery Diaz,

Wegsieda NSPA

The Slate, published eight times a year, is the journalistic voice of Northern Lehigh High School. For information on advertising or to be added to the delivery drop-off list, email theslatenews@nlsd.org. The Slate is
an active member of the Pennsylvania Newspaper Association and the National Scholastic Press Association. Support for a free press is provided by Northern Lehigh administration: Mr. Matthew Link
(superintendent), Dr. Tania Stoker (assistant superintendent), Mr. Robert Vlasaty (principal) and Mr. David Hauser (assistant principal). Enjoy this staff’s hard work and please pass it along!
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Black Lives Still Matter

The movement took the world by storm, and a storm in this forecast is what the ULS. desperately needed

BY BRITTNEY THE REAL DIEHL
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Hundreds of people took to the
streets in the name of & man whose blood
on the hands of the guilty would not go
forgotten. [t was pure chaos for people
who were simply attempting to utilize
their First Amendment rights and were
shot down mercilessly in the name of skin
color.

The resurgence of the Black Lives
Marter Movement, shortened to BLM,
hit the United States straight in the chesr,
and the nation seems to still be unaware
of whar is needed for its people.

BLM is an organization aimed to stop
racial injustices and inequalities set
against people of color. Its main purpose
support is to stop racism and find an
equilibrium for equality. It is an extreme-
ly old movement whose ideals and stand-
ings have gradually changed over time to
fit the changing wrongdoings of society
when regarding race. Black Lives Marrer
has shaped our world, whether people
would like to believe it or not.

Drespite many people’s beliefs, BLM is
a movement focused on positivity- it is
not negative in any way other than the
fact that it is trying to abolish solve whire
supremacy and the treatment that results.
People are fighting for their rights of life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, not
trying to get away with crimes. Those
who are a part of the movement are not
criminals, they are fighting against the
crimes that have been done against them.

Strides have been made for the Black
community. There have been many peo-
ple who have joined the movement, final-

PO vou
YET 7 ~

ly realizing the force that could conquer
these many racial issues. Although there
has been more realization and recognition
of racism within society, there is sl
needs a lot to be deone.

Owerall, all things have somewhar bad
traits and BLM is not one to be excluded.
Rioting is not morally right in the eyes of
some, yet | believe that buildings can be
replaced if that is the only way to get peo-
ple’s attention. “However, should violent
not be utilized when in the presence of
ignorance?”

There have been many people knock-
ing on the doors of the capitol and yet
there is still no change. These people have
not listened; therefore, new measures had

to be adapted so that they would open

their eyes and ears to the sights and
sounds of change. Merchandise and mate-
rial things can be remade, a person’s life
cannot be manufactured. Marerialism, it
seams, is ruiing society due to the capitai-
ist president we follow and it is destroying
our morals and making us greedy.

Despite  the

against the Black community and all peo-

many wrongs done
ple of color, what is done is done. We
cannot change the past but rather fix past
mistakes to ensure a better future. We
should move toward change, big and
small. There needs to be more of it, how-
ever. There are still peopie dying due to
the color of their skin- something they

cannot control,

Even though there are some forth-
comings within society, an individual
cannot speak for change and not do any-
thing to put effort into that change. We
must get off cur phones, stop posting
about a cause, and make a change in the
wortld. We are our only hope to fix our
WIrongs.

Humanity needs to learn to be non
judgmentai and all in need of simpiy
wanting to happiiy survive our time on
this planet. There needs to be the recogni-
tion that we are all on this rock Hoating
through space to enjoy cur time here.
Humanity needs to learn to be human

again. &

From the elementary mind

Generations, from page 4

year differently than any of us could have
imagined when we embarked on this
adventure. Regardless of the challenges
the pandemic has thrown since March of
our junior year, Dylan has not lost sight
of the true meaning of life and has re-
mained as compassionate of a human as
when he first began this journey.

What makes you happiest? Honest
communication with the goal of wnder-
standing and love.

What is your greatest fear? [dentify-
ing with toxic or barmful qualities.

Who is the strongest person you
know? My mother because she taught me

bow to empzzréz'ze with EVErYONE and be
wn devstandin 7.

What's 2 moment of your life you
wish you could relive now that you're
older? Mesting my ﬁmr love, which made
me realize who [ am emationally.

What are your aspirations for your
future? Becoming an artist and spreading
good vibes.

Who have you admired the most
growing up? Frank Zappa because of bis
work ethic and intellect, and the Buddba
for hir compassion and pedce.

What has been the most devastat-
ing part about the pandemic for you as
a senior? Not being able to continue
friendships or create new ones easily. mak-

to a senior’s reflection

ing new connections i my fz_']%bfood and this
pandemic has pur a complere balt to that
It awful but abo forced me to find other
avenues of  happiness and  content
ment,

What’s your advice for those just
beginning their school career? [f schoo!
getr you down don ¥ sweat i, because it was
created to shape people into debtovs to in-
dustrialicapitalist society. Grades don't cor-
relate with intellect and awthority is an
ilusion. Schaal is a great tool for knowledge
buet don 't ever let it define who you ave.

To myself and many others, Dylan
will be remembered as the young boy in
middle school who had the awesome Afro

and was a beast on the drums from a

young age. Though he has come face to
face with events that seemed insurmount-
able, he has continued to blossom and
develop into a fearless person who belts
out on stage and is a shoulder to lean on
and has a joke to be told at all times.

As we grow, we are forced to adapr.
Humans experience loss, difficulties and
things we believe are enough to entirely
end the world. Hold onto innocence,
dragons, and superheroes as long as possi-
ble and when you finally are forced to
grow, may you grow to become compas-
sionate, resilient and continue to find
new ‘avenues of happiness’.. &



Page 8

The Slate

JPINIONS

The decriminalization of drugs:
Should addiction merit jailtime?

BY BRITTNEY THE REAL DIFEHL
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

A war has been brewing for IMany ysars- a war
on drugs\ A powerful force has been controlling
many people like a puppeteer pulling on strings.

Addiction,

criminalization. This leads to the needed, desperate

a labeled disorder, dOCS not warrant

probing of the United States to decriminalize drug

-related offenses. No one should be penalized for
something they can no longer control.

When regarding the connotation of drugs,
there is often negativity that surrounds it. Howev-
er, many states have made one drug’s recreational
and medical use available to the public: marijuana.
Not only this, Washington D.C. citizens have
“voted to decriminalize psilocybin, the organic
compound active in psychedelic mushrooms,”,
aecording to a New York Times article.

Furthermore, Oregon is said to have had
“yoters approved W0 drug-related initiatives.”.
These initiatives include the decriminalization of
“possession of small amounts of illegal drugs in-
and methamphera-

cludin heroin, cocaine,
g

mines.”. On top of this, there was another meas-
ure that “authorized the creation of a state pro-
gram to license providers psilocybin\”\

These new actions prove to show that drug
reform is making its way
into  society- something

DCCd Cd .

reform provides thC IOOS'

greatly Drug
ening of laws that were
previously too strict, to
begin with. No one
should be in jail for the
possession of weed.

Aside from this, the
oploid crisis that has to
seems to devour our na-
tion proves to be one of
the main supporting rea-
sons to decriminalize
drugs in general\

People can not con-
trol certain urges and it is
society’s job to help those
people; for they could be
in the same shoes at any
time.

Some people believe these reformative actions
and those who advocate for them are ruining lives,
however; that providing the option of bail for drug
charges ruins communities. Despite this, providing
bail more sides with the fact that they have a
chance at redemption and getting help for their
internal conflicts.

A war on drugs has begun- that is no secrer.
There needs to be reform in the American system
for no one should be punished for struggles. No
one should be in jail for an addiction. g
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Plastic bag bans spreading through U.S.

Could the environment benefit from more states jumping on mandatory reusable bags?

BY OWEN LEVAN-UHLER
STAFF WRITER

Single-use plastic bags are an extreme-
ly common product used by millions of
people every day. They can be found in
most American retail locations, and
chances are that you have a collection of
them in your pantry or under your sink.

In ©er. 2020, New York becarne the
eighth state to enforce a state-wide ban of
single-use plastic bags. Many states are
also considering instituting bans, since
plastic bags are among the vast array of
products that irreversibly damage the
environment, not just on a small scale but
a global one. With this in mind, would it
be beneficial to the environment for
Pennsylvania (and the rest of the country
for thar matter) to institute bans on plas-
tic bags?

On average, Americans use over 100
billion plastic bags per year, or about
1,500 per bousehold. Plastics bags are only
used for around 12 minutes before they
are thrown away. [t takes over 12 million
barrels of oil to produce such massive
amounts of bags.

Qunly one percent of plastic bags end
up being recycled, and the rest end up in
landfills. It takes one plastic bag 500 years
to photo-degrade in a landfill, which
means that it does not completely break
down, but instead becomes micro-plastics
that absorb toxins and pollute the envi-
ronment.

Additionally, many plastic bags find
their ways to the oceans. There are about
46,000 pieces of macro and micro plastics
in one square mile of ocean, and & mil-
lion pieces of plastic enter the oceans eve-
ry day, resulting in over 8.3 million tons
of plastic entering the ocean every vear,
kiiiing over 100,000 marine animals an-
nually.

With such shocking information,
hopefully it is abundantly clear why such
piastic products like bags need to be

banned from further use. Unforrunarely,
many people and companies do not want
plastic bags to be banned.

It costs New York City over $12 mil-
lion annually to dispose of the over 10
billion plastic bags that are used every
year, not including recyciing in most in-

¥

many places, like NYC, it is easier to in-
stitute and regulate bans, but the political
machine sees otherwise.

There is a reason there are only eight
states that have issued plastic bag bans:
poiitics\ These states were oniy able to
institute their bans after years of fighting

pected for U.S. plastic bags sales to reach
$1.4 billion in 2020. Having so many
bags year after year presents a problem
not only for the environment, but for the
government and taxpayers as well.

With the current state of the planet

environmentally, it would be beneficial

stances. The environmental or economic
situation would not be so dire if it was
easier and more convenient for people to
recycle their bags. Unfortunately, the
process for recycling these kinds of plastic
products are different and not easily ac-
cessible in many regions, ieading tO eXCEs-
sive litter and environmental problems. In

lobbyists and anti-ban legislators, and
lobbying for their own cause. What's
more, there are about 14 states that have
laws in place prodibiting plastic bag bans
(Pennsylvania sadly being one of them).
Many manufacturers are against the
ban because they make « lor of money
from the sale of plastic bags. It was ex-

for the environment and its wildlife (as
well as humans) to ban such plastic prod-
ucts. It is imperative that states like Penn-
sylvania begin to institute bans and other
legislation to regulate these issues and to
help provide a cleaner future to curve the
environmental problems facing the world
in the years to come. &

Nutcracker traditions dance on for a century-plus

Nutcracker, from page s

and Nutcracker Prince perform their pas de deux as the
finale.

NL sophomore Bianca Carrion has taken part in this
cultural legacy. “Performing in The Nurtcracker meant a
lot to me because it was my first big performance with a
professionai ballet school,” he said,. “At 7 or & years old,
I was able to dance with professionai Fussian ballerinas,”
Carrion said. "My favorite part was the party scene in
the beginning because the younger dancers and the pro-
fessionals all got to dance together.”

COVID-19 has affected many things, and the annual
ballet certainly was not spared. Local studios across the
country have had to cancel their performances, but luck-
iiy some prestigious companies, like the New York City
Ballet, San Francisco Ballet, Boston Baller, Houston
Ballet, and others are still able to carry on the tradition,

even if it is over the compurer.

Gabby Baran, Steppin® Qut School of Dance stu-
dent, has also been able to participate in past years.
“Being able to perform in The Nutcracker with the Mos-
cow Ballet at the State Theatre was amazing. | loved
meeting so many new pcopie from fellow dancers to
teachers, to crew members, and making some friends
aiong the Way,” Baran said. I had a part in the Bussian
variation aiong with being a Snow Maiden. From back-
stage, I was able to watch beautiful ballerinas being lifted
into the air and spun around during all the variations.
Of course, this year I was unable to participate in this
prociuction due to COVID-19 and I miss it so much. I
just adore the way the Nutcracker brings so much happi-
ness to the hoiidays\”

The Nutcracker has brought hoiiday cheer to many
since 1892 and will continue to, even amid a pandemic\
The hard work and dedication these ballerinas give are
certainiy not unnoticed. 4
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One game changed 1t all

Dﬁ\& A season starting with uncertainty pushed all the way to a possible championship

BY ALEXIS TRAUGHER
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

There seermed to be no hope, no confidence,
nothing. Then one game changed it all.

Weeks of competitive play and strong endings
filled with obstacles conquered will become mem-
ories and lessons for years down the road. North-
ern Lehigh's foorball season started off rough, but
grew into something that will always be remem-
bered.

The 2020 season started with uncertainty.
Many questions were left unanswered and pushed
aside. Then the games started. It was a rocky start,
and the momentum was not present untl one
touchdown and a fumble led to confidence and
well-played games. The start of questionable play
for two games was left behind when it all fell into
place.

“We hadn't been playing well for the first two
and a half games. We finally scored a touchdown
against Wilson and then recovered a fumble.
From that moment on we played very well for
weeks,” Coach Joseph Tourt said.

As the season progressed, motives changed and
bonds grew. The team became a strong form of a
famnily. Trevor Amorim was on many sides of
friendship with Dylan Smoyer, junior quarter-
back, and the team. “The season started off a little
rough but we pulled it together and turned things
around. We started to play for each other and we
wanted to see each other succeed. We started to
throw the ball more which allowed the connection
between Dylan and myself to grow.” Amorim
said.

Their hard work led them to the semifinals,
which was the highlight of the season. They start-
ed off with strong dominance and empowerment
with the score of 21-7 at half time. That battle was
certainly not over. The scores continued to grow
on both sides, but with an interception by Ewan
Zambo and then closing it up with a pass from
Dylan Smoyer to Trevor Amorim, led to a final
score of 42-27 bulldogs. That game will be re-
membered by the team and especially Zambo.
“The best moment this season was when we played
Palmerton in the semifinals. The highlight of that
game was obviously my interception. I walked off
the field with a huge grin on my face knowing
that me and my teammates were capable of any-
thing,” Zambo said.

After their big win, the District Finals was the
last game of the season. They played all the way
until the end, but fell short with a score of 31-14.
This was the first time in 10 years since the team
has gotren that far. That game will go down as one
of the biggest achievements this past season. “[The
biggest achievement] Getting to the Districr Fi-
nals after beating Palmerton in the District Semi-Finals,”
Tout stated.

Even with the heartbreaking end to the season, it
serves as a lesson and motivation to the upcoming pla}r-
ers. This past season opened up spots and many playing

opportunities for newcomers. During last season, many
sophomore players started to bring light upon them-
selves, giving hope to the school that next year should be
a strong season as well. “We played a lot of sophomores

Photo by Jennifer Held
Senior JD Hunter could not hold back emotions after a tough loss to the Pirates in late November.

this season and I saw the entire group grow in confi-
dence. Especially the sophomores thar started- Lucas
Farmer, Isaish Warner, Austin Smyth, Ethan Karpowich,
Jayden Krempasky, and A] Wittong,” T'out stated. 4
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BY KENDALL HEINEY
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

As Jeff Miller resigns as varsity boys
basketball coach, a former Bulldog cham-
pion returns. Northern Lehigh High
School has announced an exciting addi-
tion to its varsity coaching staff, Parrick
Wanamalker.

Coach Wanamaker will be replacing
Miller as the new boys’ basketball varsity
coach. Wanamaker has been a basketball
coach for 13 years total. He has coached
at both Northwestern and Northern
Lehigh, and he spent sight of those years
as the Northwestern assistant and five as
the Northern Lehigh assistant coach.

He has had many successful seasons
with both teams as he helped take teams
to PIAA State playoffs, Districts, and
Leagues. While with Northern Lehigh,
his tearns have qualified for Districts eve-
ty year, they won the Colonial League
and Districts in 2008 and earned a league
title in 2010. At Northwestern he assisted
in getting the team their first District

piayoH:in a decade and got the team into
piayof:fs the last three years he coached
there. In 2019, the team quaiiﬁcd for
PIAA state piayoi?s for the first time in
twenty-five years.

Wanamaker, a 2007 graduate of
NLHS, is happy with coaching at the
high school level and the opportunities it
gives him, he has had pienty of experienc-
es with having strong seasons and knows
how to take teams to the top. He pians to
build a successful basketball team this
year and he wants to work the boys hard
to heip level them up and aiways be pre-
pared for every game. Wanamaker is
ready to deal with bumps in the road and
get them back on track.

“I believe that my coaching style will
court,”
Wanamaker sald. "I feel as though I

could be considered a “players coach” in

transiate Lo success on thC

that I will strive to put the best team we
can on the fAoor and build around the
team we have. I wish for student-athletes
to enjoy playing for me and enjoy beinga
part of a historically successful basketball

Local Businesses! Leave your paw print in the
community’s high school voice! Contact us to place
an ad today! Our prices are beyond reasonable,
plus you help support the Bulldogs!

theslatenews@nisd.org

~UPS! Bebold and get your ideas
told to the NL masses
Email theslatenews@nlisd.org

Patrick Wanamaker takes over as NL varsity basketball coach
this year. (Above) Wanamaker, an NL graduate, once battled
on the Bulldog courts around 2006.

program at INL.”

Patrick Wanamalker piaycd basketball
for around 14 years which included piay-
ing time at Northern Lchigh, LCCC, and
outside recreational competitions. Qut-
side of basketball, he piaccd baseball as
well as track and field. He piaycci for the
Northern Lehigh team from 2004-2007
and was a part of the winning of the 2007
Colonial Championship. His

rteam S.iSO WO First Tcam aii-icaguc that

League

year.

Wanamaker  attended  Northern
Lehigh High School and graduated in
2007. He then went on to study at
LCCC for two years and played basket-
ball for a year under Coach Kevin Foley.
While studying there, his team won their
conference championship in the 2008-
2009 season. After LCCC, Wanamaker
went on to study at East Stroudsburg
University and earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in Elementary and Special Educa-
tion. Then, he went to Wilkes University

to earn his master’s degree in Classroom

Technology.

He is ready for the hardships of the
coming season with the COVID precau-
tions and setbacks, but his love for coach-
ing will heip him see through and guide
the team towards success no matter what.

“l began coaching as a volunteer at
NL immcdiateiy foiiowing graduation
from high school. 1 aiways knew that if
the right opportunity presentcd itself,
being a head coach was something I
wanted to pursue. Looking back on the
impact my coaches had on me, and the
reiationships built through Sport, I hope
to have those same positive impacts on
my players that my coaches had on me,”
Wanamaleer said.

Aside from basketball, Wanamaker
spends his time with his family. He has
been married for four years and has a two
-year-old son. He really enjoys the out-
doors, hunting, fishing, and he enjoys
building things and household projects.
Coach Wanamaker is in his ninth year of
teaching at Northwestern Lehigh School
District. g

Find us on
Instagram

@theslatenews
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Seniors Josh Schaffer and Joey Abidelli did not plan on ending the season as it did

it was one to be celebrated, not lamented.

Keep on track with your educational goals at the close-to-home and affordable option. With faculty
committed to your success and classes offered in a variety of formats, LCCC is the best choice

for your future. Advisors, financial aid reps, counselors and others are ready to help you earn your
degree to transfer or train for a career quickly.

Start here. Go anywhere.
Enroll today! Iccc.edu | 610.799.1575
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You pledge allegiance, but only for so long

BY MOLLY WILLIAMS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Everyone has to say the pledge of
allegiance- you have probably saild it so
much growing up that you could say the
whole thing without even thinking. There
is little doubt that you could think back
to when you were in preschool or kinder-
garten and still saying the pledge, fol-
lowed up with 2 moment of silence.

It's common knowledge to know the
words, but what is it saying? The pledge
of allegiance was written by a socialist
minister, Francis Bellamy. It was viewed
as an American civic duty to show your
allegiance and the original pledge was
slightly different than the one we say to-
daw:

"I pledge allegiance to my Flag and
the Republic for which it stands, one
nation, indivisible, with liberty and jus-
tice for all."

-

_

X
X
X
X
X
X

The words “United States of
America” and the phrase "under
God” were missing in the original.
It was changed one more time be-
fore we ended up with the current
pledge. We say the pledge as an
ocath to fidelity to the United Srares
and to state our loyalty to the coun-
try and the people who fought for
it. It is also a promise not to wage
or initiate war.

“T'o me it represents our contin-
ued quest for unity, fairness and
freedom under a system led by rep-
resentatives chosen by the people,
hence, our Democracy,” Northern

Lehigh Middle School history
reacher, Mr. Todd Herzog said.

While growing up, we have all had
to say the pledge. Kids as young as
three o six years old learn it and
begin to say it everyday, but what
would the point be if they don’t

know what it means? The purpose is so
kids could start to get a sense of patriot-
ism for the country they live in atan sarly
age. They can grow up knowing it by
heart and that shows their respect for the
people who struggle, yet continue to fight
for us to live as peacefully as we can.

"I feel it is important as educators and
students, that we recite the Pledge of Al-
legiance everyday to remind ourselves to
be true to the United States of America
and to acknowledge that our freedoms
will not be taken for granted,” Mr. Her-
zog said.

If people in school were never re-
quired to say the pledge, we wouldn’t
have gorren much of that loyaley for our
country like we have now. Even if you
don’t think saying the pledge did any-
thing, it taught you at a very young age
that we do it to respect the people who
lost their lives for us. &

The rise of pet fostering and adoptions during the pandemic
[s this recent phenomenon a victory for pets or too good to be true?

BY HAVEN MOORE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For most people, this year has certainly been
a rough one. With a recent anxiety causing pan-
demic on our hands, the world can surely seem
like a very dark and isolating placc\ Howewver,
it's important to keep in mind that there are
always positive impacts that surface during un-
precedented times. As John Milton once said,
“Bvery cloud has a silver lining\”

Many people are very fond of their pets, or
even just the thought of having one. With their
unconditional love, non-judgmental nature, and
overall great companionship, a pet can easily
become your best friend. Ower the course of this
pandemic, adoptions for pets {particularly dogs)
have risen to a new high.

Considering that we're living in a time of
restricted contact with others, in a situation of
worry, despair, and maybe even pure boredom,
people are looking for companionship and love
more than ever. So it actually makes perfect
sense for adoptions to increase since this is what
pets thrive on.

According to apnews.com, Foster Dogs Inc.,
a New York based nonprofit that helps dogs get
out of shelters and into foster homes for their
safety, reported that the demand for dogs from
their organization is at an all time high.

The founder and executive director of this
organization told AP News, “Last year at this
time, this organization had applications from
about 140 people per month. That has risen to
abour 3,000

Additionally, according to NBCNews.com,
Marr Bershadker, president and CTEQ of the
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (ASPCA), said that the organization
has seen a 70 percent increase in animals enter-
ing foster care in their New York City and Los
Angeles programs compared to this time last
Fear. To imagine how many animals craving
love and affection, and a home to call their own
are being given that, is truly heartwarming.

However, with this surge in pet adoptions,

See Pets, page14
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Many pets found homes durmg COVID lockdowns

Pets, from page13

we can only hope that people who
have become newfound pet owners
will remain committed to their
furry friends for many years to
come. Eventually, this pandemic
will pass and people will ger back
in the saddle with their busy lives
and routine schedules,

The endless amount of time
they once had to nurture and play
around with their beloved pets
could very well become a thing of
the past,

Families will once again be on-
the-go, with kids ar school, parents
at wotk, and all the other time
consuming events that once filled

our days. Those once praised poo-

dles and parakeets could be left
sitting in soliade at home. Thar is
not what anybody would want for
these creatures.

Given this thought, while there
are still so many wonderful, home-
wishing pets searching for long-
lasting companionship, try not to
be impulsive when it comes to
adopting or fostering a per. Re-
member that owning a per is a life-
long responsibiliry.

Take 2 moment to inguire one-
self over this, Would you be able to
serve its’ every basic need even long
after this crisis has passed? If the
answet to that question is yes, then
enjoy finding and making memo-
ries with your furry companion.

enews@nlsd.org

atenews

k.com/theslate

TYPES OF PETS IN HOUSEHOLD: PET OWNERS OVERALL VS.
RECENT PET ADOPTERS, APRIL/MAY 2020

Pet owners Recent pet

q4-, overall adopters
Dogs 75% 90%
%;\‘j[ Cats 56% 70%
\
‘Other pets  24% 55%

Source: Packaged Facis April/May 2020 survey of pet owners
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Bulldogs will look to avenge their 2020 season next year

-
ok WA

Photos by Jennifer Held
This offensive line built as a strong a wall as possible that could only hold the Pirates so long on Nov. 21. (Below) Connor Martinez does his best to console
senior JD Hunter.
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Every so often when | am sick of living in my own fantasy world of charactersthat happen to look just like me and my best friend, | like to do a piece on something real. A realicon who did amazing things which inspired the
people of their time and inspire me even now. Today's focus is Mary Tyler Moore, one of the most influential women throughout all of television history. There is no doubt that Mary Tyler Moore has left her mark on our cul-
ture and will forever have earned a place in our hearts. She will forever be one of my favorite actresses and comedic heroes. Thank you for all of the joy that you have brought to me and so many others.

** Strange Times at NL High will return
with more adventures next issue!

BY CHASE JONES




