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Stage One - Desired Results 

Link(s) to New Jersey Student Learning Standards for this course: 
{provide all applicable links to standards here} 
https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2020/ 

● Unit Standards: 
○ Content Standards 

■ NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and 
relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions 
drawn from the text.  

■ NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

■ NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
■ NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words.  
■ NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 

reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  
■ NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build 

knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  
■ NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently 

with scaffolding as needed. 
■ NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 

reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
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■ NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based research 
process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  

■ NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.  

■ NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
■ NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with 

diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
○ 21st Century Life & Career Standards 

■ 9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas 
■ 9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem solving 
■ 9.4.12.DC.7: Evaluate the influence of digital communities on the nature, content and responsibilities of 

careers, and other aspects of society 
■ 9.4.12.IML.2: Evaluate digital sources for timeliness, accuracy, perspective, credibility of the source, and 

relevance of information, in media, data, or other resources 
■ 9.4.12.IML.7: Develop an argument to support a claim regarding a current workplace or societal/ethical issue 

such as climate change 
■ 9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations 
■ 9.4.12.IML.9: Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages within information 

and media 
https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

○ English Companion Standards  
■ List grade-level appropriate companion standards for History, Social Studies, Science and Technical 

Subjects (CTE/Arts) 9-12. English Companion Standards are required only in these subject/content areas. 
This section can be deleted for all other content areas. 

■ Grade 9-10 Companion Standards:  
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/ela/Docs/2016NJSLS-ELA_Companion9-10.pdf 

■ Grade 11-12 Companion Standards:  
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/ela/Docs/2016NJSLS-ELA_Companion11-12.pdf 

○ Interdisciplinary Content Standards 
■ 2020 NJSLS-CS&DT: 8.1.12.IC.1: Evaluate the ways computing impacts personal, ethical, social, economic, 

and cultural practices. 
■ 2020 NJSLS-CS&DT: 8.1.12.IC.3: Predict the potential impacts and implications of emerging technologies 

on larger social, economic, and political structures, using evidence from credible sources. 
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■ 2020 NJSLS-CS&DT: 8.1.12.IC.3: Predict the potential impacts and implications of emerging technologies 
on larger social, economic, and political structures, using evidence from credible sources. 

■ 2020 NJSLS-CS&DT: 8.2.12.EC.1: Analyze controversial technological issues and determine the degree to 
which individuals, businesses, and governments have an ethical role in decisions that are made. 

■ 2020 NJSLS-SS: 6.3.12.HistorySE.1: Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws 
affecting national security and/or First Amendment rights and privacy (e.g., immigration, refugees, seizure of 
personal property, juvenile detention, listening devices, deportation, religion in schools). 

■ 2020 NJSLS-SS: 6.3.12.HistoryCA.12: Analyze a current foreign policy issue by considering current and 
historical perspectives, examining strategies, and presenting possible actions. 

○ NJ Statutes: NJ State law mandates the inclusion of the following topics in lesson design and instruction as aligned 
to elementary and secondary curriculum. 
 
Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88 Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the 
contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and 
secondary school students.  
 
Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and 
genocide in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. The instruction 
shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to fight racism and hatred whenever and 
wherever it happens.  
 
LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, 
economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in 
an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s 
implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall 
have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the 
requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35. 
 

                           Diversity and Inclusion  (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.36a) A board of education shall incorporate instruction on  
                        diversity and inclusion in an appropriate place in the curriculum of students in grades kindergarten through 12 as  
                        part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/socst/docs/DiversityInclusionLaw.PDF


  
                        Asian American and Pacific Islanders (AAPI)  P.L.2021, c.410 Ensures that the contributions, history, and heritage    
                        of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI) are included in the New Jersey Student Learning Standards  
                        (NJSLS) for Social Studies in kindergarten through Grade 12 (P.L.2021, c.416) 
 

For additional information, see 
NJ Amistad Curriculum: https://www.nj.gov/education/amistad/about/ 

                        Diversity and Inclusion:   https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/dei/index.shtml 
● (Sample Activities/ Lessons): https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/dei/samples/index.shtml 

                        Asian American and Pacific Islanders: 
● Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage and History in the U.S. 

                       A Teacher’s Guide from EDSITEment offering a collection of lessons and resources for K-12 social studies,  
                       literature and arts classrooms that center around the experiences, achievements and perspectives of Asian  

                                   Americans and Pacific Islanders across U.S. history.   
     

Transfer Goal: Students will be able to apply critical reading and analytical writing skills to the examination of a contemporary 
issue of their choosing in order to intelligently consume media and draw well informed conclusions about societal issues.  
 
As aligned with LRHSD Long Term Learning Goal(s):https://www.lrhsd.org/Page/6163 
1. understand key ideas and details in various texts of all genres; analyze and evaluate text structure and its impact on the 
meaning of text 
2. make connections between and among texts as well as real-life experiences 
3. produce clear and coherent writing of various text types and purposes; utilize research-based strategies to produce, present and 
distribute these texts 
5. produce and engage in a range of conversations using a variety of media and formats 
6. evaluate speakers’ use of evidence, point of view, logic and rhetoric 
7. evaluate and respond to their and others’ oral and written communication, including reading, writing, speaking and listening 
 

Enduring Understandings 
 
Students will understand that. . .  

Essential Questions 
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EU 1  
societal issues are complex and require deep reading, careful 
vetting of sources, and critical thought before forming an 
opinion.  
 

● How can people find valid information and draw well 
informed conclusions in a world with non-stop media 
feeds?  
 
 

 
 

Knowledge 
Students will know . . .  
 
EU 1 

● how to apply critical reading skills developed through  
the examination of literature to real world issues. 
(NJSLSA.R1, NJSLSA.R7, NJSLSA.R8, NJSLSA.R10) 

● how to evaluate sources for author credibility, factual 
accuracy, and potential bias. (NJSLSA.R6) 

● that social issues are complex and not easily polarized 
into two simple options. (NJSLSA.R2, NJSLSA.R9, 
NJSLSA.SL1) 

● how to express a well-founded opinion synthesizing 
information gathered from various sources. 
(NJSLSA.W1, NJSLSA.W7, NJSLSA.W8, NJSLSA.W9) 

Skills 
Students will be able to. . .  
 
EU 1 

● apply critical reading skills to a variety of media and text 
such as short stories, articles, essays, TED Talks, 
YouTube videos, social media, etc.(NJSLSA.R1, 
NJSLSA.R7, NJSLSA.R8, NJSLSA.R10) 

● differentiate between credible sources and propaganda. 
(NJSLSA.R6) 

● engage in civic discourse that acknowledges the 
inherent complexity of social issues. (NJSLSA.R2, 
NJSLSA.R9, NJSLSA.SL1) 

● synthesize information gathered from a variety of 
carefully vetted sources.  (NJSLSA.W1, NJSLSA.W7, 
NJSLSA.W8, NJSLSA.W9) 

 
 
 

Stage Two - Assessment 
 

●  



Stage Three - Instruction 

Learning Plan:  Suggested Learning Activities to Include Differentiated Instruction and Interdisciplinary Connections:  Each learning 
activity listed must be accompanied by a learning goal of A= Acquiring basic knowledge and skills, M= Making meaning and/or a T= 
Transfer. {place A, M and/or T along with the applicable EU number in parentheses after each statement} All knowledge and skills must be 
addressed in this section with a corresponding lesson/activity which teaches each concept. The following color codes are used to notate 
activities that correspond with interdisciplinary connections and 21st Century Life & Career Connections (which involves Technology Literacy): 
Red = Interdisciplinary Connection; Purple = 21st Century Life & Career Connection 
  

For example:  
● Mini-lessons by the media center specialist about sources. (A, EU1) 
● Invite guest speakers on research topics. (A, EU1) 
● Instruction on citing sources (A, EU1) 
● Mini-lessons on key criteria for evaluating traditional and contemporary media sources. (A, EU1) 
● Read articles about a single topic with differing opinions. (A, EU1) 
● Instructions on the process of evaluating a text’s validity (A, EU1) 
● Mini-lessons on how to annotate texts and various media sources (A, EU1) 
● Discussion on how to evaluate visual texts such as videos, social media posts, and images (A&M, EU1) 
● Model examples (A&M, EU1)  
● Critique online articles as a class to examine authorship, factual accuracy, and bias. (M, EU1) 
● Create Venn diagrams. (M, EU1) 
● Write essays that synthesize multiple sources (M&T, EU1) 
● Examine personal social media feeds to reconsider who to follow and unfollow (M&T, EU1) 
● Presentations on research about a single topic’s complexity (T, EU1) 

 
 

 

Pacing Guide 
{This chart will be identical in all of the units for this course.} 



 

Unit # Title of Unit Approximate # of 
teaching days 

1 Real World Writing 33 days  

2 Self-Identity 33 days 

3 Group Identity 33 days 

4 Critical Reading in the Real World  33 days 
 

 

 

Instructional Materials 

● Short stories 
● Newspaper and magazine articles and essays 
● Videos (such as TED Talks or YouTube videos) 
● Social media posts 
● News broadcasts 
● Podcasts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Accommodations 

Special Education: The curriculum will be modified as per the Individualized Education Plan (IEP). Students will be 
accommodated based on specific accommodations listed in the IEP. 
Students with 504 Plans:  Students will be accommodated based on specific accommodations listed in the 504 Plan. 
English Language Learners:  Students will be accommodated based on individual need and in consultation with the ELL 
teacher. 
Students at Risk of School Failure:  Students will be accommodated based on individual need and provided various 
structural supports through their school. 
Gifted and Talented Students:  Students will be challenged to enhance their knowledge and skills through acceleration and 
additional independent research on the subject matter. 

 


