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Welcome
Julia Howelman

Administrative Director, High School



PTSA
Kimberly Amado
PTSA President

https://www.ghctk12.com/community/parent-portal/ptsa

https://www.ghctk12.com/community/parent-portal/ptsa


STA Overview
Maria Alvarado & Frank Tarczynski

Administrative Director, Instruction



Provide an orientation to GHC

Build connections with teachers, peers, and 
GHC staff 

Instructional support and continuity

This year we are partnering with Mathnasium 
for some math classes and providing 
Edmentum Individual Plans in others. 

STA Goals



Two Blocks (Four Periods) per Day

- 2 Periods of English Language Arts (ELA) 

- 2 Periods of Math (Split into two classes)

- LINK Crew presentation and activity

- Rachel’s Challenge presentation

- Safety drill

- College Counseling presentation

STA Schedule

InstructionOffice@ghctk12.com



STA Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IW2TSD4tV7E


School Safety
Lori Zaragoza

Administrative Director, Student Services



- Students

- SmartPass

- Parents

- Appointments Required

- Check in at Main Desk

- Provide ID on Entrance

Campus Entrance



Safety at GHC
• Closed campus 

• Daily random searches

• Full-time School Police officers

• K9 detection searches 

• Security camera system (with PTSA 

support)

• A team of deans and campus aides

deans@ghctk12.com

• We regularly review our safety 

procedures in order to maintain the 

safest learning environment for our 

students and staff

• If you know someone on our campus 

who may need professional mental 

health assistance, please contact the 

Counseling Office

 



Athletics and Activities
Julian Gomez

Administrative Director, Student Services



GHC Offers: 
● 26 Sanctioned Sports 

○ 59 Teams Overall
State/City Governing Body: 
● California Interscholastic Federation 

(CIF)
● CIF Los Angeles City Section Member 
● West Valley League (Conference)

GHC 2023-2024 City Champions: 
● Girls Soccer (State)
● Boys Track (Open Division/State x3) 
● Girls Basketball (State Regional)
● Girls Swim and Dive (Open Division)
● Boys Swim and Dive (Open Division)
● Girls Tennis (Open Championship)

Athletics 

https://www.ghctk12.com/programs/athletics

https://www.ghctk12.com/programs/athletics


                                             Two step process!  
                                         SNAP and PHYSICAL

How to Register with SNAP:

1. Visit: Go to the GHC Athletics Page and click on the SNAP REGISTRATION 
link.

2. Create Account: Follow simple steps to create your profile.Click the How to 
Complete Registration link on the GHC  Webpage for a how to video.

3. Choose Your Sport: Browse through available sports and select yours.
4. Complete Forms: Fill out necessary information securely.
5. Submit: Click submit and you're all set!

How to clear a physical:

1. You must use our form from the Health Office (can be found under Athletic 
Clearance Forms)

2. The completed form is then mailed to the Health Office (email address can be 
found under Athletic Clearance Forms)

3. Forms must be emailed AT LEAST ONE WEEK prior to tryout



Academic Teams
● Academic Decathlon
● CyberPatriots 
● DECA
● GHC Rocketry Team
● Envirothon
● Math Team
● Mock Trial
● Model United Nations
● Robodox
● Science Team 
● Speech and Debate



Activities 
GHC provides a broad educational experience beyond the classroom. 

Some examples are listed below: 
 

● After Hours Activities (AHA) Enrichment 
● Band/Music Ensembles 
● Choir 
● Associated Student Body (ASB) 
● Combos and Guitar 
● California Scholarship Foundation (CSF)
● National Honors Society (NHS)
● Dance Team
● Plaid Press 
● Tartan Yearbook 
● Theater

ASB offers more than 90 clubs!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzTwdtKCSpk


Facebook: 

@granadahillscharter

Twitter: 

@ghctk12

Instagram: 

@ghchs

LinkedIn: 

@granada-hills-charter

YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GranadaHillsC
harter

We highly recommend that you complete your physical exam and emergency card 
paperwork in advance. These are required when trying out for a sports team. All 
updates will be shared via our school website, emails, and social media forums. 

Contacts: 

Julian Gomez
Administrative Director, Student Services
juliangomez@ghctk12.com

Cristina Garcia
Athletic Director/Lease Coordinator
cgarcia@ghctk12.com  

Mayra Alapizco
Student Store Manager
malapizco@ghctk12.com 

Athletics/Activities: Important Contacts 

mailto:juliangomez@ghctk12.com
mailto:cgarcia@ghctk12.com
mailto:malapizco@ghctk12.com


July 17
1:00 p.m.

Highlander Hall



Special Programs
Joy Kasper

Administrative Director, Special Education



Special Programs

GHC offers a full continuum of 
programs  and access to ALL Academic 
Programs, Athletics, and Activities

● Resource Program - Learning Labs
● Special Day Program
● Co-Teaching
● Deaf and Hard of Hearing
● SDP2 Program serving students 

with moderate to severe disabilities
● Testing Center
● Combination of above

Special Education Section 504 Plans
Section 504 Plans can help 
students who have medical 
disabilities, including but not 
limited to asthma, ADHD, 
hearing and vision related issues, 
mental and emotional disorders, 
access the curriculum.

Accommodations in the  
classroom are based on 
individual needs.

SpecialPrograms@ghctk12.com



Counseling
Kevin Sweeney

Counselor



Graduation 
Requirements

 
A minimum of 230 
credits of required classes 
are needed to graduate!



What? 230 Credits?
• Attend and pass the STA

• 140 minimum credits of “a-g”

• 5 credits of Government

• 5 credits of Economics

• 10 credits of a Local Option

• 20 credits of PE – Includes Health

• GHC approved interscholastic athletics meet this 

requirement

• 50-70 high school electives



A-G Requirements are College Entry Requirements

A. 3 years of Social Science  

B. 4 years of English 

C. 3 years of college prep math; 4 years is better  

D. 2 years of Lab Science; 3 to 4 years is better  

E. 2 years of World Languages; 3-4 years is best  

F. 1 year of Visual and Performing Arts  

G. 1 year College Prep Elective  



  The good news!  
When your student graduates from GHC with 
Cs or better in all of their a-g classes, they will 
meet the minimum eligibility requirements for 
most 4 year universities ( i.e. UC/CSU &   
Private Universities)



More About College!
● During STA all students are given a Scoir account.

● SCOIR is our College and Career Platform.

○ College searches, career profiles, resume builders, event registrations 

(i.e. college representatives).

● Students will meet our college counselors this Thursday and Friday!

● Many GHC students take a combination of AP, IB, Honors, CP and 

college courses classes for the best college resume!

CollegeandCareer@ghctk12.com



Class Schedule Information
● Schedules will be available in HAC Thursday evening, August 8. 

● Your student’s final official schedule will be distributed on the first 

day of school in Homeroom.

● Limited program changes after school starts can be made before 

Permanent Programming Day on Friday, August 23.

● Reasons for program changes are limited to schedule conflicts and 

athletics/activities needs.

CounselingOffice@ghctk12.com



Home Access Center & 
Canvas LMS
Anthony Graham & Nick Weber

Administrative Directors, Instruction



Home Access Center (HAC)
Student Progress
View schedules

Contact teachers



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dy7JQYOhsRo


CANVAS Learning Management System
Benefits for Students and Parents:

● Used by CA Community Colleges, CSUs, and UCs.
● Easily message teachers about assignments.
● Get notifications of upcoming assignments.
● Get notifications when teachers post feedback.
● Review actual student work and teacher feedback.
● Easily review daily class agendas and materials. 
● Works in multiple languages.
● Provides a variety of differentiation tools to support learners.

 



CANVAS Learning Management System



CANVAS Learning Management System
Parent Access to Canvas:
● Parents must create an Observer account.
● Parents must obtain a pairing code tonight, or 

from your student.
● Go to Highlander Hall tonight for Canvas access. 
● Download the Canvas Parent App from 

Android/IOS stores.



CANVAS Learning Management System
Official Grades:

The official gradebook for all Granada courses is located 
on Home Access Center. The Canvas gradebook feature 
is active for feedback purposes only, and is not an official 
gradebook. If there are differences between what appears 
in the Canvas gradebook and Home Access Center, the 
Home Access Center report is considered the accurate 
course grade. 



Supporting Your Student 
Through Grade 9

Julia Howelman
Administrative Director, High School



Get Connected!  
● Sunday Night Emails-Open and click!  

● Regularly check your email

● Visit the Communicaiton Hub on the 
website-www.ghctk12.com

● Attend the many Parent Workshops 
GHC offers

● Download our App with its 
new interactive features

http://www.ghctk12.com




ANY OTHER ADULT

TEACHER

TUTORING

COUNSELOR

Talk to your student’s teacher first.  Email is often the best way to reach the 
teachers. Please give them time to respond. 

Encourage your student to take advantage of the many opportunities for 
help.  In person tutoring is available though the AHA and AMP program.  
On-demand 24 hour tutoring is available at no cost through Tutor.com. 

We encourage parents and students to email or call your student’s counselor 
if you have concerns!  Parent can also schedule a Google Meet for a face to 
face virtual meeting or in-person meeting by appointment. 

You may also talk to ANY other adult!

Where can you and your student get help?

http://tutor.com


Encourage your student to attend to school every day
-Remember excused absences count towards the attendance policy. 

Please make sure your student is on time 
-Late students go to A5
-The tardy counts as an absence

Please do not schedule vacations during final exams
-Absent students receive a zero on the final
-Final exams this year are scheduled 
  December 17 through December 20

Please support the school rules and behavioral expectations. 

 How can you help your student succeed at GHC?



Review and prepare for tests together

Help your student complete homework by providing a 
quiet place to study.

Encourage your student to solve his or her own 
problems and self-advocate. 

Encourage your student to take responsibility for his 
or her actions. 

How can you help your student succeed at GHC?



Encourage Independence While 
Guiding  and Supporting Your Student  

Parenting 
Teenagers

https://www.parents.com/parenti
ng/better-parenting/teenagers/

https://www.parents.com/parenting/better-parenting/teenagers/
https://www.parents.com/parenting/better-parenting/teenagers/


Finally……
★ Hang in there. Trust but verify.

★ Let your student make mistakes and allow for natural 
consequences. 

★ Encourage communication.

★ Hold your student accountable.

★ Enjoy these fours years.  They will be over before you 

know it.  

  



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hSe0Dq4fFM


Questions and Answers



Thank you!

Please visit the booths in Highlander Hall for more Information.

The Student Store is open for you to purchase PE clothes and GHC 
merchandise.


