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From the principal's desk...
Dear SHHS Families,

As we approach the summer break, | hope you take some time to reflect
back on this past year to remember positive learning experiences and
moments of growth during the 2023-24 school year. We know that
students worked hard, weathered many challenges and are more than
ready for the coming break. We hope that they are able to balance some
deserved relaxation with continued learning. While it's crucial for all to
recharge after a demanding school year, it's also beneficial for them to
stay engaged in activities that stimulate their minds and nurture their
continued growth.

Encouraging your child to pursue their interests and delve into areas they
are passionate about can have significant benefits. Whether it's exploring
new hobbies, diving deeper into academic subjects, or discovering new
books, these experiences can enrich their lives and show students the
value of learning for its own sake as well as the processes behind self-
directed learning.

Our school's summer reading lists have been carefully selected to inspire
critical thinking, broaden perspectives, and enhance literacy skills.
Engaging with these texts can foster a love for reading and prepare
students for the academic challenges ahead. They can be found on the
high school website (https://[hs.tufsd.org[) under the “For Students” tab
and the “2024 Summer Reading Assignments.”

For students enrolled in Honors, AP, or College ECE classes, the same
website (https:/[hs.tufsd.org/for-students/2024-summer-assignments)
holds details for any specific summer assignments. These assignments are
designed to ensure continuity in learning and readiness for the rigorous
courseworR that awaits them in the upcoming school year.

In closing, | wish each of our families a pleasant and enjoyable summer.
May it be a time of relaxation, exploration, and personal growth for you
and your children. Thank you for your ongoing support and
encouragement in nurturing our students' academic and personal
development. We look forward to seeing you in the fall.

Warm regards,
Dr. Debbie M. Brand

2
(>

In this issue...

Page 5: Four Sleepy students were able to
meet with females in government to learn their
stories and about their experiences.

Page 9: Poetry students were inspired by
nature to write their own poems and to leave

them to inspire others at the Peabody Preserve.
ey o

Page 11 : Local artist Connor McGinn held a
workshop and worked with pottery students to
help them create their own ceramic bowls.


https://hs.tufsd.org/
https://hs.tufsd.org/for-students/2024-summer-assignments

Graduation Speeches

Good evening! Thank you all for being here today to celebrate the Sleepy Hollow High School Class of
2024.

The Class of 2024's journey, although a turbulent one, has been full of excitement, persistence, and
Rindness.We went through a global pandemic and survived online learning together, all while enduring
the regular hardships of high school. | will never forget how we became a unit to win this year’s spirit
week and how we supported each other every step of our high school career. | am beyonc{grateful,
honored, and proud to be part of such a special class, full of bright and creative minds. | am also beyond
thankful for al?the support | received from my family, friends, and teachers.

First, | would like to thank my family for their unwavering support and encouragement. Without my
mom, my dad, and my brother, who is also graduating today, | wouldn’t have had the courage and
mindset to be standing here tonight. They are the best people in my life and | am grateful for everything
they have done for me and taught me the past 18 years of my life.

Next, | would like to express my gratitude to my teachers, who are the most sincere people | know. Every
single one of you made me want to learn and ignited a flame in my heart that is eager to explore the
unknown. You not only gifted me with knowledge, but you also taught me several ﬁfe lessons and skills
that I'm sure will be immensely helpful in the future. | think critically and am open to different
perspectives because of you. Thank you for all the hard work you have put into teaching the Class of
2024.

Finally, | would like to thank my friends and peers for all the memories they have gifted me. They
supported me through my late night study sessions and never ceased to cheer me up. I've lived in the
pages of my favorite books for so long, admiring the friendships that | thought only existed in fantasy.
Especially when | just moved from Brazil, when | could barely speak English, | couldn’t imagine having
such companions by my side. My friends have not only proved me wrong, but have also blown my
expectations out of the water. The relationships and memories we've made are my treasure. Thank you
for the amazing 4 years |'ve experienced in this community.

[ would like to take this opportunity to share a quote by Mary Shelley, an amazing 19th century writer
who became my inspiration: “My dreams were aclll my own; | accounted them to nobody; they were my
refuge when annoyed- my dearest pleasure when free.” | am sharing this today because | want you all to
follow your dreams. | know you all worked very hard to be here today and you all have incredible
contributions to share with the world and make it a better place. Please don't give up, keep fighting for
your dreams until you achieve them.

After today, we will all go our separate ways. Some of us won't see each other ever again, while others
will maintain high school friendships. Regardless of what happens, | want you to know that | am so proud
of the Class of 2024; we all are. Your future is so bright and | know that you are ready to leave your mark
in this world and impact it with your ideas and strengths. As we leave here today, | once again thank you
for the past 4 years and congratulate you on this amazing accomplishment.



Graduation Speeches

To my family, friends, teachers, administrators and fellow graduates - hello and thank you for coming to
celebrate the class of 2024.

First, I'd like to congratulate the class of 2024 for surviving our final school year! If | had a dollar for every
time | heard someone say they wanted to drop out, I'd have enough money to pay for my college tuition. It
wasn't easy, especially with our Freshman year of high school being online, but | am so glad to see you all
in front of me today.

Before | forget, let’s all thank the graduation band. | know firsthand how tiring it is to play pomp and
circumstance for fifteen minutes straight, and let me tell you, it feels great not to have to do it this year!

I'd like to thank my family, specifically, my mom, my dad and my brother. Thank you for all the support
you've given me for the past 17 years of my life, and instilling me with the courage to face whatever comes
next. | love you all and I'm going to miss you in college.

Next, I'd like to thank my teachers. For the past four years, | have had some extraordinary teachers who
took passion in their work and were always patient with me. | couldn’t be where | am now without your
care.

Finally, | would like to thank my friends for dealing with me. | am glad to have friends just as off the wall as
me, willing to film and edit anti-collegeboard calculus movies, or impulsively join cross country or drag me
onto the dance floor during prom. Al%of you, my best friends, the people | don’t know as well, even tﬁe
people I'm not really friends with any more, have helped make me the person | am today.

But before | go, I'd like to tell you something | learned during the 12 years of my school career. For the past
couple of years, my life has been ruled by numbers. The score on the bottom of my flute performance
evaluation sheet, the timer next to the track, and of course, the grade on the top of my test papers.

For years, | worked so, so hard to make sure these numbers were near flawless. I'm not sure if any of my
classmates remember but as a sixth grader | once spent six hours doing the English state test. It was some
eeny-weeny little short response question about narrative structure, and | had absolutely no idea how to
respond to it. Naturally, | started panicking, and then crying, because what else should you do about an
exam that nobody will see and doesn’t impact your grade?

It turns out, this mentality of perfection is not sustainable (who could have guessed), and by the end of my
Junior year, | was exhausted. So as a senior, | really struggled with my schoolwork, and it showed. All I could
see were my deficiencies, all the scores and the times and the numbers that changed for the worse.

So this year, | decided to make school more secondary in favor of doing things that made me happy. It was
a necessary decision, not one of carelessness, but of Rindness to myself.

This year, | learned how to crochet, which is Rind of like knitting except made with a hook. Was spending
hours learning how to make an octopus stuffed animal productive? Absolutely not! But it was fun. This
year, | joined a new orchestra, and plgyed amazing music with a whole new group of talented people. That
time could have been spent on studying for chemistry, but when else am | going to get the chance to laugh
over cracking every note in my solo. Finally, | was part of the school’s production of Cinderella, where |
sang on stage for the first time since | was in WI. | learned so much about everyone in the cast, and | cried
when the show closed because | didn't want it to end.

For years, | gave 110% in pursuit of a good grade, a good score, a good time, and left nothing for myself. |
hope with this speech I can remind you to make time for the things in life that cannot be quantified or
measured, because we only have one chance to enjoy all the things life has to offer. Thank you for listening
and congratulations everyone!



Presenting their Science Research Projects

Thirty-two sophomores competed at the Somers Science Fair in early June. Seven students won awards.

1st Place 8 2nd Place 3rd Place
Elliot Bentley = Anna Poret
Julia Ryan Ava Mendez

Greta Wuerfel
Ava Dominguez
Henry Scheller




Exploring Through
Virtual Reality

Science and Society took a 15-minute break from
building their newspaper bridges to use VR to explore
bridges around the world. School librarian Joan Mullin
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led the group through the VR experience.




Being Recognized for Metro Awards

Sleepy Hollow High School is proud to have two nominees for the annual Metro Awards. They received these
nominations for their outstanding performances in this year's spring musical, Cinderella.

Chris Cesarano Isabella Perkins
Outstanding Vocal Performance by a Male-ldentifying Outstanding Vocal Performance by a Female-
Performer Identifying Performer

The nominees attended the Metro Award Ceremony in June at the Purchase Performing Arts Center.




The first Asian Cultural Celebration at Sleepy Hollow took place in early May in the auditorium
lobby and was attended by over 150 adults and children. Students and teachers showcased their
heritage and culture with games, decorations, and food from South Korea, China, Japan, India,

Bangladesh, Iraq, and Pakistan. The event concluded with a performance by the Chinese Cultural
Center. Funded by the Foundation and hosted by the Asian American Club, the celebration was a
huge success.
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Recognizing Students of the Month

The following students were selected as Students of the Month for their
contributions to Sleepy Hollow High School and their community:

MARCH APRIL

English Department:
Anais Gomez
Jana Reimer

English Department:
Brynn Carley
Emily Quizhpi
Daniela Rojas

English as a New Language Department:
Yaberlin Pena Mercedes

English as a New Language Department:
Brithany Suqui Morocho

World Language Department:

Emily Zurita World Language Department:
Sasha Marciano

Social Studies Department: Michael Variano Ill

lana Shepard

Jalen Estevez : : .
Nathalie Padilla Cespedes Social s%ggsjg;;nartment.

Harold Vasquez

Mathematics Department:

SU)A%H_E:; goc)j'?ueta Mathematics Department:
rit Andino Amanda Otavalo Gomez
Thaddeus Kromelis Il

Science Department:

Yoel Marte Hidalgo Amaury Pena
Christy Lopez-Hilario Science Department:
Dmitri Wild-Arons Jhodaly Coronel
Grant Hille y

Fine Arts Department:
Amarie Guzman
Samantha Poy

Final Arts Department:
Priscilla Matos

Performing Arts Department: ; .
Christopher Gil De Oliveira Performlnl_gibﬁ;tsBll())tcalgartment.

Health & Physical Department: Health & Physical Department:
Ruiyan Zhu = Taaklhmi

g Tara Klami
R Sebastian Londono R
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Visiting the Rockefeller Arts Center

Ms. Dreher's Portfolio Seminar and Advanced Placement ~ Students were given a private tour by the founding artist
Studio Art Class visited the David Rockefeller Creative Arts  Vanessa Hoheb. They were also taught about the process
Center at Pocantico for the Portraits of Process Exhibition  of mold making, wax casting, and bronze casting.
by The American Artists Hands Archive.

Ms. Hoheb also shared personal stories about her time
Prior to the visit students researched two contemporary ~ working with artists.
artists each and shared the information with the class so
that when they went to the exhibition they were already Once the tour was complete students created multiple
familiar with the exhibiting artists' hands. sketches of the bronze sculptures.




ylonoring Our HOl‘semeH

SHHS hosted the final Honorable Horsemen event for this school year, recognizing those students who have gone out

of their way to do something helpful, thoughtful, or otherwise honorable.

Michael Variano
Jamie Karpenstein
Bryce McConneughey
Suyana Goyzeuta
Sangwani Gondwe
Sumiran Margolis
Iry Ferreras
Luca Estevez-Smith
Jonathan Negron
Steven Vargas
Franmarco Vega
Giancarlo Rodriguez
Ronnie Gonzalez
Sean Dickason
Leslie Burgos
Jady Candelaria
Jonathan Gonzalez
Steven Espinoza-Paute
Jason Nicholson
Jayla Thomas
Jalen Estevez
Kile Guzman Vasquez
Kristina Quinde
Jorsely Soriano Gonzalez
Jennifer Uyaguari
Patrick Pangol
Gianna Batista
Edisson Carchi Marcatoma
Markis Dos Santos
A’Naya Rogers
Yeralis Polanco Rodriguez
Ruby Wild-Arons
Joseph Sanmartin
Rey Urbina
Gavin Delucia
Sofia Igbara
Joseph LoRiggio
Edison Rodriguez
Fabian Zhinin
Tyler Valenti

Ben Zifchock
Joseph Weitzen
Kevin Uzhca Roque
Domenica Chimbo Morocho
Mary Guaraca
Joao Arakaki-Orsini
Valentina Cumaco Berrio
Keily Muzha Damaguala
Linette Kupfer
Ava McVey
Felipe Bamaca Cabrera
Anthony Castillo
Aaron Rodriguez
Sebastian Hernandez
Thaddeus Kromelis Il
Sebastian Hernandez
Gabriel Paulino
Leo Majia
Daury Hilario
Denny Chimbo
Alejandro Hernandez Rivera
Gia Cabornero
Zach Colon
Ronaldo Perez
Rosa Rodriguez
Kuri Maita Schwartz
Elvis Guerra Guerra
Aaliyah Braxton
Will Kudla
Justin Fink
Maya Batheja
Samantha Segundo
Ruby Wild-Arons
Abel Perez Rosario
Pricscilla Matos
Jerry Amay
Shannon Klami
Jace Garcia
Jonathan Torres Bikkal-Muratti

Alyn Diaz
Malcom Tang-Hersey
Amy Arpi
JC Pina Montes De Orca
Skylar Flowers
Amaury Pena
Magnus Cawley
Ramses Pineda Sosa
Gabby Morel
Shantal Rodriguez Paulino
Danirel Garcia
David Sanchez Galindo
Manuel Salazar Tacuri
Eli Krajovan
Allison Francisco
William Arnold
Evan Bowen
Devin Chimbo
Zoe Diaz
John Donaula
Brianna Guzman
Nikolaos Kostaras
Elizabeth Martinez Tejada
Ramses Pindea Sosa
Lezly Saeteros
Robert Tenecota
Lizbeth Patino
Jostyn Fernandez Almonte
Lihanny DeJesus
Kevin Chacha
Jennifer Nieves
Dariel Llitera
Cynthia Pintado
Brandoll Almonte
Abel Perez Rosario
Glory Schillinger
Abel Perez Rosario
Max Gold
Alex Vaquero
Lang Cawley



Farning Third Place at Genius Olympiad

Junior Emily Aridas presented her science
research project at the GENIUS Olympiad in mid-
June, earning 3rd place in the science category. It
was a weeklong event held at Rochester Institute
of Technology in Rochester, NY.

This international high school competition focuses

on environmental issues. Hosted by RIT and Terra /\7"’7 Nz =
Science and Education }jA ~

More than 2,400 projects from more than 67 @3&

countries were submitted to compete, and only \;@d

just about 30% were accepted. More than 600 g

projects from the US alone were accepted. %
“,

Projects in the science category are to use r
scientific knowledge to solve environmental 63@
problems in the following categories: =
environmental quality, ecology and biodiversity,

resource and energy, human ecology, and egg[} bﬂlﬁdﬁﬂﬁﬁ/’ﬁlﬂlrﬁ logether
innovation.

Competing at
the Collegiate
Level

Congratulations are in order for several Sleepy athletes
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Making Pottery -/

SRS
Thanks to a grant from the Foundation, pottery
students participated in a workshop with local artist
Connor McGinn. The students made two bowls. One for
them to take home and one on reserve to hold a
possible fundraising project with Empty Bowls, a
grassroots movement where proceeds help various
organizations/causes.

who will continue their athletic pursuits even as they
transition out of high school. Good luck to all.

Tyler Valenti Eric Vandervort
Alfred State College Hartwick College
(Football) (Football)

Eva Bertiz Adrian Rodriguez
Dutchess CC Bloomsburg University
(Girls Basketball) (Soccer)

Evan Bowen Damon Fedor
Alfred State Brockport
(Football) (Football)

Kenneth Suqui Jerry Amay
MVILLE Vermont State
(Soccer) (Football)




Kindergarten teachers Ms. Rojas and Ms. Reyes along with high school art teacher Ms. Lawrence
collaborated on a project. The SHHS ceramics students received monster drawings from the
Rindergarteners and created small sculptures inspired by them. Then they held a monster party!
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Encouraging
Young Women

Donna Rodriguez and Jennifer Nieves were honored at the

Winning the
Congressional Art
Contest

Her Honor Mentoring Program Graduation luncheon on May
17th.

The event was held at the Larchmont Shore Club, and the
students were captivated by the words of its founder's
mother - Judge Judy - who told the young women to always
be "financially independent” and to have something that is
"all your own".

Her Honor Mentoring was developed by Nicole Sheindlin

and Judith Sheindlin, as an innovative and pragmatic way to

: : . unior Daniel Anderson was named the winner in the
boost self-confidence in young women in the workplace and J

Congressional Institute’s Art Competition in New YorR's
17th District. The Congressional Institute sponsors a
nationwide high school visual art competition to

everyday life.

recognize and encourage artistic talent in the nation and

Learning from
Legislators

in each congressional district.

The winner is invited to an annual awards ceremony in
Washington, DC. The winning artwork will be displayed
Ruby Kezur was selected by the Rivertowns League of
Women Voters to attend Students Inside Albany. On May
20-23, Ruby shadowed her state legislators, watched
legislation being passed, and learned about lobbying.

for one year in the U.S. Capitol.

Congressman Lawler came to the high school to

personally congratulate Daniel in May.




SPEARheading New Environmental Efforts

This year the campus is a little bit greener: the vegetable garden in the small quad, once forgotten, now flourishing;
classrooms with a few more plants; and a Linden tree gracing the front lawn of the Administration Building.

Wendy Waczek became the advisor to SPEAR (Students Promoting Environmental Awareness and Responsibility) and

Heidi Dasaro became the Garden Manager. On a cold Saturday in January, the two took a class on cold stratification of
native pollinators at one of Westchester County’s working farms, Hilltop Hanover in Yorktown. Both women left with a
wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm for spring.

Ms. Dasaro did a beautiful job of bringing the garden back to life with the support of Kim Kaczmarek and the
Foundation for the Public Schools of the Tarrytowns. She grew many of the plantings from seed and gave our
experiential learners in Ms. Mastrosimone and Ms. Goldstein's class exposure to gardening and the chance to learn
where their food comes from.

2023-2024 Accomplishments

elected Christa Bromfield and Maya Mendez co-
presidents.

learned about food scrap composting and near zero
waste from John Paulding, who went from over 170
pounds of trash a day to 9 pounds. Food and paper
gets commercially composted and then returned to
the community for use as a great soil enhancer.
collaborated with the Tarrytown Environmental
Action Committee and Sleepy Hollow Environmenttal
Action Committee and at a compost giveaway.
celebrated Arbor Day by planting a Linden tree in
front of the Administration Building. Ms. Waczek
applied for and was approved for a $500 Tree Grant
from the New York State Urban Forestry Council.
formed a tree team to be helmed by the Tree
Commissioner, Niva Pandya for 2024-2025.
presented at a Sustainability Conference organized by
One World United & Virtuous and Westchester
County Green USA. Maya Mendez and Jaelyn Lagares
spoke about the renewal of SPEAR, what it has
accomplished this year, and plans for moving forward.
Dr. Felipe Orozco attended.

2024-2025 New Initiatives

 educate upper grade students about the importance

of composting and properly recycling paper, cans,
and bottles. Students will also bring the composting
program to the upper grades.

organize a group of students through the tree team
to inventory the trees on campus, consisting of at
least several students, Dan Larkin, Assistant Principal;
Wendy Waczek, SPEAR Advisor; David Erenberg, AP
Environmental Science teacher; Heidi Dasaro Garden
Manager; Elvira Juarez Cabral, ENL Teaching Assistant;
and Tony DeMan, Buildings and Grounds with the
help of Will Vitigliano, a local resident and an arborist
with Bartlett Tree Experts who promises to teach the
group more about tree identification, disease, and
their contributions to the environment.

plan to plant a native plant pollinator garden
dedicated to Marybeth Andrus.

collect soft plastics as part of the NexTrex challenge,
which was successfully done this year under the
tutelage of Cathleen Caroleo at Washington Irving.

e join with community groups and hope to see

everyone at TaSH on September 21.



Peabody Preserve

AN
Studio Art classes, consisting of students primarily in 9th
grade, were eager to create a mural for the Ovid House
Nature Center at the Peabody Preserve, a senior project
Lang Cawley worked on.

Whether hiking, biking, playing sports, or learning,
students have used this space for years and were excited
knowing that they were part of such a special project
that would be used for years to come.

Students worked collaboratively mixing and layering
numerous shades of green to build the visual texture and
dimension that is seen from a Bird’s Eye view.

They learned to work observationally and used math
skills to achieve the proper scale.

After laying out the design of the legend, students chose
the font and font size that they felt were easy to read as
they painted the trail in a large format.
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At the beginning of June, members of the Pioneer team
held their Pioneer Dinner Dance at the Sailhouse

Restaurant.

It was an end-of-year celebration for all the Special
Olympic teams in the area. It was a night to honor the
athletes, refs, and coaches.

Fifteen teams were invited and attended: 188 total
athletes and 300 people total.
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Pioneer interns who practiced with the team were also in
attendance.

Athletes in the league received medals. Exiting seniors also
received a trophy at the dinner dance.

Throughout the athletic year, which lasted from November
to May, the teams played games of soccer, handball, and
basketball. They also participated in a one-day volleyball
tournament.







Learning Chinese History and @
Culture

Fifteen students from grades 9-12 visited the Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA), where they learned about
Chinatown and the Chinese Exclusion Act. Following this, they were guided on a tour of Chinatown, where they explored
its vibrant and challenging history and sampled a variety of its local foods.

[]




Galloping Gourmet ¢y,,p
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Prep Time: 15 minutes Cook Time: 30 minutes
Total Time: 45 mins Servings: 4 (2 flatbreads)

Instructions:

1. Combine balsamic vinegar, honey, lemon juice, and pepper in a small saucepan.
Bring to a boil over high heat; reduce to low. Simmer untiFmixture has reduced down
to 1/3 cup, about 15 minutes.

2. Preheat an outdoor grill for medium-high heat and lightly oil the grate.

3. Grill naan or flatbreads until faint char marks appear, 2 to 3 minutes. Spread ricotta
cheese over the charred side. Top with peaches and prosciutto. Sprinkle with basil

Ingredients: (alternatively, you can add the basil afterwards, if you prefer it uncooked). Drizzle

- 1 cup balsamic vinegar with balsamic reduction.
- Y4 cup honey

- Y2 teaspoon lemon juice 4. Return naan or flatbreads to the grill. Grill with the cover on, until the cheese is
- Y4 teaspoon black pepper melted and the bottom of the flatbread begins to char, about 7 minutes. Add basil if
- 2 naan bread or flatbreads you didn't do so already in step 3.
- 4 0zs. ricotta cheese
- 2 fresh peaches, sliced
- 1 (3-0z) package prosciutto, Cook’s Note: You can substitute goat cheese for the ricotta as a variation. This can
torn into pieces also be made on a grill pan, if you don't have or don't want to use an outdoor grill, or
- 3 tablespoons thinly sliced fresh you can make it in an oven or toaster oven (just broil or toast the bread for a few

basil minutes before you add the toppings).
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Learning Life Skills and
Spreading the Joy of
Reading

The Experiential Learning program worked collaboratively

with Pleasantville and Ossining schools to package and
assemble book sets at LaPrea Publishing in Valhalla earlier in
June.

Anna Digilio, the founder of LaPrea Publishing, donated
thousands of books to these districts. Each district was able g=
to give a set of 10 books to every elementary school-aged
student for summer reading.

Students in the life skills programs worked at the
warehouse to assemble and package the sets of books.
They then helped distribute the books to students at
Washington Irving, John Paulding, and Morse at the end of
June.

The Experiential Learning program students were able to
work on skRills, such as following a model, counting,
packaging and assembly, task completion, following
directions, and building stamina. It also provided them with
a socialization experience with peers from other schools.

During the book distribution, the students had the
opportunity to see the final product of their hard work

being given to younger students in the district.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E44A8AC28A4FE3-49452089-summer#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E44A8AC28A4FE3-49452089-summer#/

Congratulations to the Class of 2024!




Always a Horseman




