
KINDERGARTEN: A 
Great Beginning



Hello!
I am Danielle Murray, EdD
K-12 Director of Curriculum, Instruction, & Assessment. 
You can find me at dmurray@pdsd.org
610.497-6300 ext. 1352
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mailto:dmurray@pdsd.org


Meet our Kindergarten Teachers

  Ms. Ward      Mrs. Perrotta      Mrs. Moderski

           Mrs. Leahy   Mrs. Wiley    Ms. Lydon             Mrs. Coyle       Ms. Russella

                                            Mrs. Cage     Mrs. Wood           Ms. Campbell
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1. Kindergarten Goals
Cognitive
Social
Emotional



2. Language is
Listening
Speaking
Reading
Writing



Success in School Starts with Reading

✘ Child must develop skills with the 
sound-symbol relationship

✘ Knowledge of sounds
✘ Knowledge of letters
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Phonological Awareness
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Phonics
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Orthographic 
Mapping

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-Kds5OVSCXfeye5DwsbY6teTVT13giWA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mp2cl03eHb6GjAocLyapgrtW8cBBeHJW/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mp2cl03eHb6GjAocLyapgrtW8cBBeHJW/view?usp=drive_link


Comprehensive Literacy Program
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Foundational Skills-
Phonemic Awareness 
& Phonics

Reading

ELA

Writing

Shared & Small Group 
Reading

Foundational Skills & 
Handwriting

Interactive a& 
Independent 
Writing



Emergent Reader

✘ Uses language in conversation
✘ Listens and responds to stories read aloud
✘ Listens to the sounds of spoken language
✘ Recognizes and names the letters of the 

alphabet
✘ Connects sounds to the letters
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Foundational Skills
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Foundational Skills 14

× What is the 1st sound in bat? /b/
× Sort a set of picture cards by initial sound in the word
× Sort miniature objects into piles that correspond with the initial sound in 

the name of the object (6-8 objects for each sound)



Writing in the Classroom

✘ Modeled Writing 
✘ Explicit Instruction in Writing - provides phonics 

instruction in the context of authentic and 
meaningful literacy experiences

✘ Handwriting Without Tears
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Math

✘ Know number names and write & recite the count sequence

✘ Apply one-to-one correspondence to count the number of objects

✘ Compare numbers & quantities

✘ Putting together & taking apart to add and subtract within 10

✘ Classify objects & count the number of objects in each category

✘ Use place value to compose and decompose numbers within 19

✘ Describe & compare attributes of length, area, weight, and capacity

✘ Identify and compare two- and three-dimensional shapes
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Number Corner
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Bridges Mathematics

❏ Numbers to 5
❏ Numbers to 10
❏ Doubles - 

❏ Adding & Subtracting
❏ Adding, Subtracting, & Measuring
❏ 3-D Shapes & Numbers Beyond 10
❏ Weight and Place Value
❏ Computing & Measuring
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Work Places
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Bridges App

https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/apps


TWIGS Science
My Big Nature Adventure
✘ Children explore the outdoors, observe plants and animals, and learn how 

living things grow and change.

Marble Run Engineers
✘ Students become engineers by designing and testing marble runs to learn 

about motion, pushes, and pulls.

Be Prepared
✘ Children discover how to stay safe during different types of weather and 

learn how people prepare for emergencies.

I Can
✘ Students learn how they can make a difference by caring for the environment 

and solving simple problems around them.
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Assessments

✘ Teachers will assess students one-on-one for 
screening of skills at the beginning of the year

✘ Formative, summative, and one-on-one 
assessments throughout the school year

✘ Standards-Based Report Card
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22Kindergarten Schedule 8:50-3:25
✘ A Day in the Life

8:50 - 9:00 Unpack and morning tub work (social activities with small groups) & Morning Meeting

9:00 - 9:45 Heggerty & Fundations 

9:45 - 10:05 Interactive Read Aloud/Shared Reading

10:05 - 10:35 Small Group Instruction 

10:35-11:05 Writing

11;05-12:00 Lunch and Recess

12:00 - 1:00 Math/Structured Play

1:00 - 1:20 Number Corner

1:20 - 2:00 Social Studies/Science/Structured Play 

2:00 - 2:40 Special 

2:40 - 3:10 MTSS (Multi-Tiered System of Support)

3:10-3:25 Handwriting Without Tears

3:25 Pack Up Students will be dismissed and walked by a teacher to their location



Clearances
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✘ Pennsylvania State Police Criminal History Record 
Check (Act 34)

✘ Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Clearance (Act 151)
✘ FBI Federal Criminal History Record Check or 

Volunteer Clearance Exception Statement 
✘ Every 5 years
✘ Please visit the district website for links

https://www.pdsd.org/Domain/814
https://www.pdsd.org/Domain/814


Today’s Child

Outside Agency that provides before and after 
school care in our elementary schools
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https://www.todayschild.us/


First Day of School
Ice Cream Social
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In the beginning...
✘ Kindergarten Screenings

- Letter Identification Number ID 1-10 Number Concepts

- Counting Forward          Compare Sizes Initial Sound 

✘ Class assignment letters will go out late summer
✘ Kindergarten Preparation and Practice 
✘ Reading Buddies & Electric Company
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ynf_DrNj-oS-XLoR-SWfXHpxa7ZGi2EZGufVSI0Pvzg/edit
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS7JPyTm7Af_1Y-wl9YT9HQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTE8ck8n8ew


Classroom Supplies

✘ 1 Backpack (no wheels)
✘ 2 Boxes of 24 count Crayons
✘ 2 Folders
✘ 8 Glue Sticks
✘ 8 Dry Erase Markers
✘ 1 Headphones (labeled in a ziploc bag)
✘ 1 pair kid sized scissors
✘ 2 package (12) sharpened pencils
✘ 2 containers of Playdough (any color)
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Our Classrooms
Let’s Take a Peek Inside…
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A Day in the Life …

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1H0NS-ZRuxzOZDCCOk3qxbg8_CpBnaOwt/preview
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Fun!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jDHNGQ93mewJ6tGxOUTFOuqcZZUl_R8Z/view?usp=drive_link
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On behalf of the 
administrators & 
teachers...

I welcome you and your 
children to kindergarten. Your 
sons and daughters will be 
the graduating class of…

2038
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Thanks!
Any questions?
You can find me at:
dmurray@pdsd.org
610-497-6300 ext. 1352


