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IN THE WORDS OF ALUMNUS RICHARD MERK

What happens, and what does not 
happen, at Peninsula School is impor-
tant to all of us and to our world.

I came to Peninsula in a sort of 
round-about way. I grew up in a house-
hold well aware of, but not (in the 
mid-fifties, at least) currently involved 
with Peninsula School. There had been 
family involvement from the founding 
when Josephine and Frank Duveneck, 
my maternal grandparents and five 
other families, joined to organize and 
populate the school in the early 1920’s. 
Most of my uncles and aunts had at-
tended Peninsula, as well as various 
older cousins. 

As a young child I attended Las 
Lomitas School, a small district in great 
flux under the pressures of the “post war 
baby boom,” of which my classmates 
and I were the vanguard. With new 
faces on the school board that wanted 
everything to be modern and new, Las 
Lomitas was quickly changing from 
a Peninsula School type of culture to 
a “modern, suburban institution” of au cou-
rant administrative educational ideologies. 
By the time I hit 7th grade Las Lomitas was 
instituting a “homeroom” structure with sat-
ellite classes in most subjects “to prepare us to 
better undergo the transition to high school.” 
Without being a “middle school”, they were 
trying to emulate one with strict curricula and 
lesson plans. I can recall watching the second 
hand of the classroom clock clicking forward 
at numbingly slow speed. Each second like a 
minute, each minute like an hour. When will 
this be over? When will that bell ring? When 
will I have a minute of freedom?

I rebelled and refused to cooperate 
within the system. Already branded a “non-
conformist” from 4th or 5th grade, I was, by 

the nature of my thinking process, an outsider. 
Nonconformist! Why, that’s only one step 
better than “pinko” in the world of Senator 
McCarthy and the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities. That was the cli-
mate when, in October of 1957, I joined Ed 
Cormack’s 7th grade group in the upstairs 
front room of the Big Building.

I did not become a new person by 
transferring to Peninsula. I brought my issues 
with me. However, I quickly discovered the 
freedom that Peninsula offered and I loved it. 
Too young to understand, much less articulate 
my situation, in retrospect I can clearly see 
that Peninsula allowed me to have my own 
expectations. I was not bound by the expec-
tations of adults who so often had given no 

acknowledgement or respect to me as 
an individual.

Peninsula offered me opportuni-
ties to try things outside the mid-fifties 
cultural envelope into which I had 
been sealed. I got to weave cloth on a 
loom with Billie Shaw. I shaped, glazed 
and fired clay. I pounded out Elvis 
songs on the old upright piano in the 
auditorium. I climbed Flat-Top, wrote 
stories for Ira Sandperl (to whom I owe 
much gratitude and many thanks), and 
built cabinets in Isadore Freedman’s 
shop. Learning became fun because I 
was supported in learning about what 
interested me. Yes, there was curricu-
lum that had to be learned, but it was 
not drudgery because of all the good, 
interesting things around it. 

Without the techniques of pas-
sive resistance, questioning authority, 
questioning the status quo, looking 
behind words to actions, and the prac-
tice of independent thinking, I doubt 
that I would have survived high school. 

Deeply different, Peninsula did not try to 
change me. Peninsula allowed me to learn 
how to be myself and still function in a world 
of social norms and conformity.

People like Alan Strain, Ed Cormack, 
June Bonfield, Jo Lancaster, and so many oth-
ers, gave me the space to absorb and grow in an 
environment of exemplary models – support-
ing, nudging, suggesting, offering – but never 
pushing, pressuring or threatening. I learned 
that freedom is not free; that service need not 
be military. I learned that service can manifest 
in many different forms from helping others, 
to participation in government, to working 
with associations of like-minded people.

What a wonderful gift.
Thank you, Peninsula School.

Richard Merk, Class of ’59, in Antarctica, February 2016.
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CAN PENINSULA SCHO OL REMAIN “PRO GRESSIVE ?”

by Jim Benz
In my last article on Why America Needs Progressive Schools, I 
wrote about the need to teach children how to think critically in order 
to make decisions and participate in a democratic society. No matter 
your political allegiance, the national election raised some important 
questions around the importance of critical thinking in using informa-
tion to make decisions in our country. It also brought to bear essential 
issues around change dynamics.

Over the past ten years, there has been a revolution happening in 
education. Ignited and enabled by technology, new schools have been 
founded on a model whereby students learn almost entirely on a com-
puter with cursory interactions with peers and teachers. These schools 
employ software that individualizes lessons to the students’ specific 
learning profile and pace. Seeing this as a trend that won’t fade, and as 
attractive to many parents, numerous established schools have trans-
formed themselves to this “1:1” (computer to student) model as well. 
Still other schools have adopted models where children participate in 
virtual classes, where peers and teachers are scattered around the globe. 

Education has been ripe for a revolution, which has raised impor-
tant questions: Are these models the new progressive schools? What 
are essential elements for educating children in today’s world? Will 
schools like Peninsula survive or become anachronisms?

In 1925 Peninsula School itself was revolutionary. Remember 
that schools at that time were based on a factory model, focused on 
efficiency and student conformity to prepare them for work as an 
adult. Peninsula had a vision of education that was, in today’s lexicon, 
disruptive. Peninsula’s founders viewed childhood experiences as 
precious and held that children could learn to think critically, tackle 
complex ideas, and contribute to important decisions. They believed 
that children played a critical role in participating in their own learn-
ing and that schools had a responsibility to teach kids what living in 
a democratic society required. Most importantly, Peninsula’s founders 
believed that there are essential life lessons to learn by interacting with 
others in a diverse community.

As we move forward with a vision of Peninsula’s future, we need 
to ask ourselves: How can we be sensitive to the core values that define 
Peninsula and resonate with each of us today, yet remain mindful of 
contemporary issues to ensure we are meeting the needs of children 
and their futures?

With this essential question in mind, I’ve developed three prin-
ciples to guide us as we consider the future of progressive education:

Learning is inherently a social activity. 

Schools fulfill a social need. 

Schools must be institutions of continual renewal. 

1.	 Psychologist Lev Vygotsky suggested that most learning takes 
place through interactions students have with their peers, teach-
ers, and others. While some forms of learning can certainly take 
place while working with others in a virtual environment (i.e. 
video or some other type of technology), face-to-face discussion, 

collaboration, and feedback require following social rules and 
developing social skills  –  learning that is irreplaceable and self 
generating. It is only through this proximity to others who may 
interpret the world through different cultural and experiential 
lenses or those who may have different abilities and disabilities 
that children are forced out of their comfort zones and learn about 
diversity. Besides, learning with others is more fun! 

2.	As I wrote in my last article, schools have a responsibility to teach 
students about participating in a democratic society. However, 
how do we as a society expect to teach children to be demo-
cratically responsible and socially active adults if we don’t allow 
students time and opportunities to practice? Students need to 
learn about democracy in a school setting where decisions are not 
virtual but have real impacts and consequences. School environ-
ments are uniquely equipped to teach values, empathy and the 
importance of leading and joining with others to make change.

3.	As a progressive school, we need to be perpetually learning and 
renewing our vision of education and what is best for children to-
day and for their futures. Learning is not static, it is dynamic and 
must be perpetual. If we want children to learn throughout their 
lifetime, to be cognitively flexible and to think critically about 
change, we as parents and teachers must model the same for them.

My hope is that we can use these concepts to guide progressive 
education and Peninsula School as we prepare young people to assume 
the mantle of leading and working with others to inhabit this blue 
marble of a world. While what we know about the future is that change 
is certain and will continue to be rapid, we want to prepare children for 
the future with skills and values that serve them today and for decades 
to come. As Abraham Lincoln once wrote, “As our case is new, we must 
think anew and act anew.”

Head of School Jim Benz on the shores of “Lake Peninsula” in bare feet with the kids.
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UNDER THE OAK TREES

Shared with you here are snippets from 
around Peninsula about what has been hap-
pening this year, from kids and teachers. They 
only cover a bit of what goes on, but we hope 
they give you a feel and remind you of your 
time at Peninsula.

“This has been a really special year in our 
younger childcare group because of relation-
ships. What I really like about this group is 
how much they look forward to seeing their 
friends from the other nursery in the afternoon. 
They have gone from verbal greetings, to hold-
ing hands, to full hugs as the wagon arrives. 
The way they care about each other stands out, 
and of course it is so sweet that they are never 
ready to go home at pick-up time!” 
FAGA MISA , CHILD CARE DIRECTOR

“I like the big yard, the tire swings, the 
nature, the trees, and all my friends at 
Peninsula School.”
T HE K IDS OF NUR SERY G REEN, 2017

The Nursery Green teachers asked kids to help them express the high-
lights of the year. 

“Something that stands out for me was that within ten minutes 
of arriving at school after spring break, a whole group of students 
was gathered around a bit of dirt totally 
engrossed with two snails and roly poly bugs. 
They made the self-named ‘Bug Club,’ to 
which everyone was invited, and worked on 
what these creatures needed and how they 
could care for them. It struck me what rich-
ness our grounds provide at Peninsula for 
these spontaneous interactions with nature.” 
GAIL BL ACKMARR , T E ACHING A SSISTANT

The kindergarten yard is one of many spots 
where our Peninsula kids get to learn about 
and care for their environment firsthand.

“When I think about my classroom and our 
teacher reunion tea, I think Roots. We are 
so connected as teachers in this special class-
room. The name has changed, but the essence 
is always there.”
JESSICA FOSCO, HE AD T E ACHER

There was a unique and very Peninsula 
gathering deemed the ‘Teacher Reunion Tea’ 
including four head teachers and assistants, all 
of whom have taught in the same classroom 
over the years.

“A favorite moment of mine this year was with Jessica’s class. We made 
sound maps and the kids sat outside all around Peninsula on a bright 
sunny day with clipboards, noting bird sounds.”
AARON T INK ER , LOWER SCHO OL SCIENCE T E ACHER

Our Specialty teachers often do a version of a project across different 
classes in age-appropriate ways, as was the case with sound mapping, 
which Science Aaron did with many classes this year.

“I loved exploring the campus and being 
on the other side of the school, with bigger 
boundaries.”
MAX PET RY, AG E 8, ELIZ ABET H ’S CL A SS

As the kids grow older and change classrooms, 
their boundaries grow with them. Changing 
to the ‘big kid’ side of school is a rite of pas-
sage, and this is about Max’s first year on the 
West Side of Peninsula’s campus.

“Throughout our poetry unit it was beautiful 
how many of the students fell in love with 
poetry as a way to express themselves. I loved 
seeing the kids get up and share what they’d 
written with so much pride”
TONI OUR ADNIK , HE AD T E ACHER

Toni’s Class did a poetry unit, culminating in 
a poetry day across the school, in which Toni’s 
Class hosted a lunchtime poetry reading.

Continued on page 4

One student from Jessica’s class peacefully sitting under the Big Field trees, sound mapping birds on campus.

The kids of Nursery Green & Blue build a train track meeting 
in the middle and connecting the divide between the yards.
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“So beautiful to see the trees connected to the children and our curricu-
lum when we harvest the acorns in the fall, dry them all winter long, 
crack them open and grind them into acorn flour in the spring for our 
muffins which we bake and bring to eat on our Pt. Reyes camping trip.”
ANDRÉ A DE WIT, HE AD T E ACHER

The collaboration between classroom teachers and specialists makes for 
wonderfully rich and connected units in many classrooms. This acorn 
project is one such example between Andréa and the lower school 
Science Teacher, Aaron.

“I am enjoying spending time in the little field with Andréa’s kids 
right now as we prepare for our May Day performance. Between the 
natural beauty of the season and the energy of the kids there isn’t 
much else needed to make compelling theater.”
MERRILL G RU VER , DR AMA T E ACHER

“We had a lot of fun in the Mobiles Choice this year. Barbie taught it 
and I made a mobile with a jellyfish.”
SIENNA G ER SICK , MARCELL A’S CL A SS 

“It was cool to be able to be in the same Choice 
for us as cousins.” 
CAMILL A TAR A ZI, MEL’S CL A SS, AND 

SIENNA’S COUSIN

There are five Choices offered to the 5th 
through 8th graders per year, each lasting two 
to three weeks for about an hour a day. For 
any one of these units the students have up to 
twelve mini-courses to choose from, in which 
they are often with a cross-section of ages. 

“Camping was fun! We ate, went on hikes, and 
got to go swimming. I really like camping.”
JULIAN DE SA , MARCELL A’S CL A SS

The length of camping trips increases at 
Peninsula starting in Toni’s through the 8th 
grade and students build up skills through the 
years. Upper school camping is a time-honored tradition, much loved 
and remembered by the alumni as well as our current students.

“Pizza Day this year was memorable. Our 7th graders really came 
together to work as a very effective whole. They really did not have 
to be led, but jumped in themselves. Not only did they do the normal 
work of cooking the pizza, but they added new aspects too, like the 
new entryway and welcome and the cashier set up. Witnessing them 
take what they have learned about working together and doing such a 
great job was a highlight for us.”
AKA SH PANDEY, HE AD T E ACHER &  

R ACHAEL LOPAT IN – T E ACHING A SSISTANT

Throughout the higher primary grades and upper school, the students 
engage in fundraisers they put on to earn money for a charity or cause 
they want to support or to fund their own camping trips, and Pizza Day 
with english muffin pizzas is a time-honored tradition.

“I really enjoyed band this year. It is the most fun I’ve had because of 
the closeness of my class and the years of experience, which make it 
easier to learn the songs in practice.”
KYLIE CA SAL , MEL’S CL A SS

The upper school music program has been a staple at Peninsula for well 
over two decades with kids building their skills as musicians and band 
members from 4th through 8th grade. It culminates each year in the 
Rock Concert which is one of our beloved Peninsula traditions.

“Spice Masters was one of my favorite Choices 
to teach because the kids walked away with 
real-world skills. After learning about a va-
riety of spices, kids cooked potatoes, rice, and 
cookies. After each cooking project, they were 
able to guess the spices their classmates used 
with really great accuracy.”
MEL CARVALHO, HE AD T E ACHER

Learning how to learn, how to love to learn, 
and how to apply what they learn is part of 
what has made Peninsula’s philosophy fit for 
students throughout nine decades. Teachers 
who can teach to their passions make these 
skills more accessible to the kids.

UNDER THE OAK TREES
Continued from page 3

The smiling faces at this year’s impromptu Teacher Reunion Tea.

The same class that innovated Pizza Day are shown here working with Merrill Gruver to 
perform Romeo & Juliet set in the 1960’s.

A glimpse at the acorn process, showing the grinding by 
three of Andréa’s students.
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THIS  YE AR’S  AUCTION – A 
LOVELY AFFAIR

by Sue Eldredge
We are grateful to the entire Peninsula community for making this 
year’s auction a successful fundraiser and an amazingly fun evening 
celebrating our school with parents, teachers, staff and the alumni 
community. We had a tremendous turnout and were thrilled to have so 
many of our alumni community and former staff attending. We hope 
it will be a continuing tradition that the alumni community joins our 
current Peninsula families at the auction as a touch point to stay con-
nected with Peninsula. 

This year we changed things up. The auction was held off campus at 
the beautiful College of San Mateo’s Bayview Room that had a heated 
patio and stunning panoramic views of the Bay and the foothills. We 
redesigned the evening to provide more time for socializing, dancing, 
and celebrating our Peninsula community, in balance with more fo-
cused fundraising. Some traditions remain the same – our lovely 8th 
grade class was on hand to provide fabulous entertainment, contribute 
beautiful scarves to the Live Auction, and help throughout the evening.

We are ever grateful for the generosity of our community, both in 
volunteering their time and treasures, and for the generous financial 
donations made. This year’s auction raised $120,000, a 31% increase 
over last year’s auction. And thanks to everyone for “raising their 
paddle,” we will be replacing the school’s aging water delivery system 
and adding new purchases to upper school technology over the sum-
mer. Many, many thanks to you all.

We hope to see even more of you at next year’s Peninsula 
Community Celebration and Auction.

From current parents and PALS, to current and former staff, everyone made it to the dance floor this year to have a great time. Photos by Mira Zazlove

Parents of alumni Sid Miller and Rocio Herbert visit with alumni Noah Miller and Patrick 
Pelegri-O’Day at the 2017 Auction.

Current parents gathered for a wonderful evening of community.
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ALUMNI UPDATES

Nicholas 
Fenselau ’13

Peninsula has most 
definitely guided 
me in my creative 
endeavors and life 
decisions. I’m grate-
ful for the teachers 
who supported me 
throughout my years 

at Peninsula and it’s a memory I will never 
forget. I recently committed to study Product 
Design at College for Creative Studies (CCS), 
Detroit. It was an extremely hard decision 
between CCS and Rhode Island School of 
Design (RISD). My experience at Peninsula 
helped me with this decision because my 
teachers and their support helped me to 
know myself better. I realized that CCS is a 
more supportive environment for me and fits 
my personality and skills better. I knew that 
I would fit in and thrive there. I don’t know 
where I would be if I didn’t go to Peninsula 
and I’m very fortunate to have that once in 
a lifetime experience. Thank you to all those 
who supported and cared for me! 

Harry Justus ’10
I am sharing a photo from a recent perfor-
mance at my school, Kenyon College in 
Gambier, Ohio. The student radio station put 
together a student band 
music festival, and a band 
I’m in called Motown 
performed. I’m in my 
Junior year, majoring in 
Psychology and minoring 
in Neuroscience. I do a lot 
of music on the side – I’ve 
been in a few different 
bands in college, and I’m 
also in an a cappella group 
that performs arrange-
ments of popular songs.

Kendall Dubroff ’06
I’ve gone back to school, currently at 
Santa Barbara City College studying Early 
Childhood Education with plans to be a 
kindergarten teacher as amazing as Winston 
and Josie!! I am taking an Early Childhood 
Education class this semester for which I am 

writing my term paper, a 
reflection on my own so-
cialization. This class has 
really been bringing to 
my attention how much 
Peninsula has impacted 
who I am today, in values, 
beliefs, and everything. I 
just wanted to reach out 
to Peninsula and all the 
teachers I had and say 
thank you.

Buck Greenwald 
’07

I have published a 
six-book YA (young 
adult) series called 

“The Big Bet” under 
the pen name Owen 
B Greenwald, and am 
working on a seventh 
book with another 

Peninsula alum, Paul Kivelson.

Meg Smithson ’98
I am currently getting my Masters in Social 
Work at NYU. Through the program, I am 
interning at the LGBT Center and working 
with LGBT immigrants, specifically people 
seeking asylum in the U.S. because of homo-

phobic and transphobic 
violence in their home 
countries. Next year I 
will be working with a 
legal organization that 
works with immigrants 
in detention or deporta-
tion proceedings to keep 
them in the country. 
After I graduate, I plan to 
continue working with 
immigrant communi-
ties. From an early age, 
Peninsula School fos-

tered in me a strong sense of community 
and acceptance. Peninsula taught me to be 
inclusive, not exclusive, to be empathetic and 
non-judgmental. There is no doubt Peninsula 
steered me toward the path I am on now and I 
see the value of my time spent there every day. 
Thank you all so much!

Lydia Meraz ’98
In 2010 I finished my Masters in Counseling 
Psychology with an emphasis in Somatics at 
CIIS. I then moved to Mexico and had a baby. 
I now live in Tijuana with my five year old 
daughter Ixchel.

Erin Dorn ’92
I live in Sacramento and am the Adult 
Education Coordinator at the Crocker Art 
Museum where I de-
sign and implement 
public programs to 
help people enjoy 
and engage with art. 
I credit Peninsula 
with instilling in me 
a love and apprecia-
tion for art from an 
early age! 

Emile Bruneau ’86
I just finished teaching the last class of my 
first semester at Penn called “Putting science 
to work for peace”. I’m a professor here now, 
and starting to build my lab (the Peace and 
Conflict Neuroscience Lab), which has me 
trying to better understand how our brains 
drive us to conflict, and what we can do about 
it. This also means that I recently relocated to 
Philadelphia with my family: wife (Stephanie), 
daughter (Clara, 5) and son (Atticus, 3). Our 
house is bigger than we need, so a first job 
was to create a ‘rumpus room’, which now has 
a cargo net along the roof, lofts, and a sus-
pended reading nook. Chicken coop in the 
backyard was next. Backyard play fort is the 
current project. In both my professional life 
and my home life, Peninsula is always on my 

Nicholas Fenselau
Kendall Dubroff

Harry Justus playing at his college radio 
station’s festival.

Buck Greenwald

Meg Smithson & Lydia Meraz met in 1989 at Peninsula 
and are still the best of friends, with Lydia’s daughter Ixchel.

Erin Dorn
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mind – I remember climbing 
up to the tree house when I 
was in kindergarten as it was 
being built, and the rumpus 
room and play house are 
designed to pass that feeling 
on; and I remember my times 
navigating conflict during 
PE, both as a kid, and as the 
PE teacher for a couple of 
years. Not so far off from the 
types of processes that drive 
conflicts between adults! So 
happy that we have found a 
school out here (Miquon) 
that shares the Peninsula 
philosophy (though, alas, not 
a single tree house... I’ll see 
what I can do about that).

Alex McClure ’83
I live and work in San 
Francisco. I am married, 
with two kids (a boy and 
a girl ages 10 and 12) who 
attend Peninsula Summer 
School every summer. After 
many years as a Federal 
Public Defender, I now 
have my own law practice, 
specializing in criminal 
defense. Recently, the class 
of ‘83 has been organizing 
more reunions and connect-
ing over FB. We have a very 
special bond and it has been 
incredible to reconnect with 
such a wonderful group of 
dear friends. 

IN MEMORIAM

Peter V. Lee
Peninsula alumnus, Peter V. Lee, Class of ’36, passed away on July 
26, 2016 at the age of 93. Coming from a long-time Peninsula fam-
ily, Pete was the second eldest son of Dr. Russel V.A. Lee, preceded 
by Richard, then his younger siblings Philip (Class of ’37), Hewey 
(Class of ’39), and his sister Margo (Class of ’40). He was the uncle 
to our current weaving teacher, Barbie Paulsen, (Class of ’71), and 
great uncle to Phillip Lee (Class of ’08), Russel Lee (Class of ’05), 
Brian Smaalders (Class of ’03) and Alison Smaalders (Class of ’04). 

Pete attended Peninsula School from 1930 to 1936 when he 
graduated. He went on to become a doctor. While he did work 
briefly at the Palo Alto Medical Clinic founded by his father 
Russel, he chose to work most of his life in Los Angeles and raise 
his family in Pasadena. He taught pharmacology at USC for most 
of his career, switching to Family Practice, which involved study-
ing and becoming certified in a whole new branch of medicine, at 
an age when many of his colleagues were thinking about retiring. 
Professor Emeritus Peter V. Lee, MD, was the former Chair of the 
USC Department of Family Medicine.

“Dr. Lee exemplified what a physician should be,” said Laura 
Mosqueda, MD, the current chair of the USC Department of 
Family Medicine. “The reason our department is so focused on 
the nexus of medical care and social justice traces directly back 
to Dr. Lee’s influence and his commitment to the underserved.” 
Peter V. Lee is survived by his wife, Belinda Fischer, four chil-
dren – Martha, Susan, Catherine and Peter – two grandchildren, 
and one great grandson.

Frances Riley
Peninsula teacher and parent of alumni students, Frances Riley, 
passed away at the age of 86 in March of 2016. She taught in 
various ways at Peninsula for a decade between 1962 and 1972, 
culminating in 3 years as a co-head teacher with Woody Nichols. 
They were a beloved duo. Fran also tutored Peninsula students in 
reading over the years, and she will be remembered and missed by 
her former students

Fran was a Modern Hard Edge artist as well as a teacher and 
displayed and sold her art locally. She and her husband Charles 
remained Peninsula neighbors for 53 years, living in Menlo Oaks, 
and created ties to current Peninsula families as was made clear 
by Sheri Basta, a current Peninsula parent. “We had an instant 
connection (as so many Peninsula families do) and became fast 
friends with Fran and Charles. They shared stories of their chil-
dren growing up and going to Peninsula. Fran still had a library 
collection of treasured kids books for my three girls to borrow 
and always wanted to read with and help them learn. They were 
the best neighbors and adoptive grandparents. Fran was also an 
amazing artist and a great knitter- knitting hats to donate to 
the children’s hospital and cancer center. She was such a strong 
woman with an active mind well into her final year. ” 

Fran, and Charles who passed away only two months after 
Fran, are survived by their children, all of whom attended Peninsula 
until middle school – Charles (Class of ’68), Robin (Class of ’71), 
Mary and Frances (both class of ’73), as well as seven grandchildren 
and four great grandchildren. Fran Riley was a loving, creative, 
intelligent, giving person, and a fierce child advocate – and she was 
truly loved.

Emile’s children, Clara and Atticus, in the ‘rumpus room.’
Alex McClure and her daughter 
Amelia rock climbing at Joshua Tree.
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Happy Trails

A FOND  
GO OD BYE TO 

CHYE RL HOSHIDA

After a long and fruitful career at Peninsula 
School, Chyerl Hoshida has decided to 
move on. Chyerl started at Peninsula as 
a parent in 1989 and her daughter Nikki 
graduated with the class of ’98. She joined 
the staff in 1993 and has been a treasured 
and dedicated nursery teacher during that 
time, touching the hearts and enriching the 
minds of scores of children. Parents and 
children alike have appreciated Chyerl’s 
warm nature, her generous heart, her gentle 
guidance, and her genuine affection for 
each and every child in her care. 

Chyerl will be deeply missed by 
everyone at Peninsula. We thank her for 
her contributions to the school, to parents, 
and, most importantly, to the children dur-
ing her years here. We wish her the best of 
luck and success in her adventures.

SCOT T 
M CC RACKEN

After teaching in the upper school for 
seven years  –  as an assistant, then 5th 
grade Head Teacher, and finally the 
Swing Teacher  –  Scott McCracken is off 
to teach math at Crystal Springs middle 
school. Scott has enjoyed many aspects of 
Peninsula, mentioning that his highlights 
are the relationships with people. “Scott is 
a phenomenal teacher but he is an even 
better friend. I always liked playing bas-
ketball with him and hanging out during 
lunch,” said Andries de Wit Castellano, 
Class of 2017. 

“Scott has always been an incredibly 
supportive teacher and has always been 
there for his students,” shared Camille 
Thrall, Class of 2015. For Scott the 

students are paramount, and he has loved 
working with the kids, but the whole com-
munity of parents, colleagues, and students 
stands out as unique and strong. “I love 
that the Peninsula community values 
time more than other places, which really 
allows us to get to know each other.” Scott 
also felt that working on committees is a 
nice way for parents and staff to meet while 
getting important work done. He devoted 
time to the Staff Diversity Committee and 
diversity work outside of the classroom 
through his Peninsula tenure. Scott and his 
family will remain close to Peninsula and 
intend to stay involved in our community 
for years to come.

LIVY SIEGEL

We will miss having Livy Siegel as our 
teacher in the 5th grade. She first worked 
as a teaching assistant and was inspired to 
get her Masters in education and a teaching 
credential. Livy returned to teach in the up-
per school. She enjoyed coming back to the 
community where she grew up to maintain 
the magic that happened for her and her 
classmates through building relationships 
with their teachers. Karina Sanchez, Class 
of 2018, shows Livy was successful, shar-
ing, “Livy is a great teacher in many ways; 
she inspires confidence, creativity, and 
compassion in each class. She manages to 
create a stress-free environment while still 
maintaining the necessary boundaries, 
which I think is a great skill to have. Over 
the past few years, Livy has been an inspi-
ration to me and someone who I look up 
to. She has made a big impact on my class 
and me, and her presence will be missed.” 

Livy also gave her time to the Board 
and its Strategic Planning Committee be-
cause she felt the work was really valuable, 
and it broadened her perspective show-
ing many different aspects of Peninsula. 
However, what she will miss most are 
the campus and the kids. She knows how 

special they are, and the ability to have the 
students engaged outside in a regular way 
is a strength of Peninsula’s educational 
world she really believes in. Peninsula is 
connected to Livy’s life in so many ways; 
she knows this is not goodbye but “see you 
around!” We wish Livy well on her next 
adventure.

AKASH PAN D EY

Akash Pandey, who is moving on, joined 
Peninsula in 2011 and has been the 7th 
grade teacher for the past two years. He is 
a gifted teacher who took a personal inter-
est in his students’ development, growth 
and care. In particular, he has enjoyed the 
freedom and opportunity Peninsula af-
fords its teachers to create and build units 
allowing him to teach and share what he is 
passionate about. He was also very active 
in diversity work at Peninsula, both with 
the staff and in his classroom. He felt it was 
important to have the conversations that 
are often ignored in our society and was 
sure they would improve our community.

Akash will miss his students and the 
camping trips most as he heads to his next 
adventure. He reflected that with the level 
of responsibilities the students take on and 
the free time provided on camping trips, 
“the kids grow and develop right in front 
of your eyes.” Most of all he cherishes the 
fun and memories with the kids. “Some 
of my favorite memories with Akash are 
definitely the hip hop freestyle choice 
he offered when I was in 7th grade and 
our two week camping trip in 8th grade. 
Akash was a great teacher because he was 
all from the heart and he was never afraid 
to incorporate what he liked into his cur-
riculum. That’s what I loved about him,” 
said Santiago Ruiz, Class of 2013. He will 
be greatly missed, but we will still see him 
around from time to time.
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Thank You for Your Generosity
We extend our heartfelt thanks to so many generous donors who have given to Peninsula School this past school year – current parents and parents of alumni, 
board and staff members, alumni, grandparents, friends, former staff, community partners and employer matching programs. Together you help us carry on our 
rich tradition of progressive education and allow us to focus on creating a joyous place to learn and grow, where students can come into themselves and give back 
to their world. 

ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN
Anonymous
John & Christine Abrams
Susan & Mark Abramson
Betty Achinstein & Chad Raphael
Lorna & Glenn Affleck 
Nan Affleck Hardt & Steve Hardt
Katherine & Kim Aitken-Young 
Elizabeth Aitken
Robert & Lois Alberts
Rhoda Alexander
Diane & Craig Allen
John & Susan Allen
Anna Alter 
Liz Amaral
Marley & Nick Amin
Craig & Tina Anderson
Katherine Andrews
Mark Ankenman & Amanda Edmonds
Susan & Stuart Auchincloss
Liz & Ben Austin
Jessica & David Axelrod
Louisa & Paul Axelrod
Srikant Ayyar & Prasanna Ramachandran
Julie & Jonathan Backlund
Joe & Sahana Baker-Malone
Jeff Baker & Shaula Kumaishi
Marcia Baldeschwieler
David Ball & Farah Brelvi
Hathaway Barry
Sheri & Steve Basta
Robbie & Bob Baxter
Jared Ben-Jamin
Jim & Joyce Benz
Margot Berrill & Cameron Booth
Bronwyn Black & Craig McCroskey
Gail Blackmarr
Katie Blank
Jocelyn & Micah Block
Owl & Janis Blossom
Jane & Christopher Botsford
Mark Brazeal & Susan Fleischmann
Ken Brisebois & Jennifer Geddes
Debbie & Peter Brody
Sanjay Bulchandani & Akiko Bristol
Noah Burnett 
Re’Anita Burns
Busy Burr & Mary Lea Kirven
Gail & Bob Buschini
Mario Caprini & Whitney Woo
Sandy & Susan Carnahan
Bliss & Brigitte Carnochan
Stephanie Casal
Annie & Daniel Cervelli
Gordon Chamberlain 
Park Chamberlain, Jr.
Elle Chan & Scott Paterson
Nancy & David Christie
Patricia & Miles Congress
Ronnie Connell

Angela & Jessica Corinne
Martha Cortez & Larry Wilson
Amy Cortez-Peters 
Jennie Cosgrove
David & Vivian Countryman
Michael Cox & Corinna Darian-Smith
Susan Coyle
Janet Creelman
Peggy Creelman
Rosemary Criste-Baldwin & Neil Baldwin
Richard Crittenden
Pefy & Justin Cunningham
Lauralyn Curry-Leech
Christopher Cutler & Alecia Magnifico
Reese & Kathleen Cutler
Weegee Dana Whiteford
Karen & Ronaldo de Sa
Andrea de Wit & Armando Castellano
Pracheeti & Rushi Desai
Elaine & Robert Dodd
Sebastian Doniach
Tabitha Doniach
Darin Donovan & Belinda Chlouber
Masha & James Doty
Tracey & Thom Downing
Jennifer & Kenneth Duda
Richard & Jean Duda
Susan Dunn
Sarah & Ben Duranske
Peter Eichorn
Sue Eldredge
Katharine Ellyard
Louise Emerson Ringo
Kathleen Engelberg
Kyra Engelberg 
John & Lisa England
Monica Erviti
John & Nancy Etchemendy
George Evans
Matt & Maria Evarts
Russ & Alice Evarts
Elizabeth Fergason
Charmaine Fernandez
Elizabeth Few & Roger MacFarlane
Martha & Roger Fleischmann
Lizzie & Eric Fong
James Formato & Megan Shields Formato
Florrie & Tom Forrest
Jessica Fosco
Barbara & Paul Fourt
Jesse Fourt & Christy Utter
Eleanor & Hugh Fraser
Michael Fredrickson
Laurie Friedman
Carol Friend
Diane Frishman
Doug & Carol Frost
Adam Frymoyer & Kirstin Woo
John Fuller & Katie Fischl Fuller
Elango Ganesan & Saigeetha Sundaramurthy

Andromeda & Rob Garcelon
Lizeth Garcia
Adam Gersick & Alisa Borrone
Curtis Givan
Trupti & David Glaubman
Marina Gorbis & Christopher Fleischut
Lael Diehm Gray
Dianne Greenley
Ann & Peter Gregory
Alexandra Griffin
Laura Griscom
Merrill Gruver & Ted Greenwald
Norman Hall & Jane Yee Hall
Laurie & Trevor Hall
Jean Hamilton
Kelsey Hammond
Daniel Harrington & Kara Juneau
Megan Hart
Garth Harwood & Kathy Alberts
Eric Hassett
Erica Hayward
Jackie Head Eames
Jerry Hearn & Rebecca Reynolds
Karin & Jochen Heck
Alfred Heller
Bette Henley
Stephen Hickman & Karen Garrison
Sharmon Hilfinger & Luis Trabb-Pardo
Christine & Ford Hinojosa-Kirschenbaum
Colin Hislop & Lindee Burton
Jacqueline Holzman
Jim Holzman
Kasia & Rusty Hopewell
Heather Horacek
Faith Hornbacher
Megana & Jinnah Hosein
Chyerl Hoshida
Jason Hui & Shannon Shaper
Ulysses Hui & Amy Fox
Bob & Barbara Jackson
Buddy James & Aileen Adriano
Melinda Jean
Aran Johnson & Jennie Reboh
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Jan Jursnich
Wendy & Brad Justus
Lauren Kahn

Kumar & Sivakami Kangayappan
Damien Kardokas Johanson
Jasper Kasle-Muthig & Marcella Ramirez
Judy Kasle & Tom Muthig
Bill & Lisa Kelly
Chris Kelly & Jennifer Carrico
Tali & Michel Kertesz
Michael Kilgroe & Patricia Burbank
Maureen & Steve Kirchner
James Kittock & Leslie Walker
Peggy & Matt Klein
Sigmund Knapstad & Beth Stovall
George & May Koo
Kathy & Doug Koo
Daniel Kraft
Pamela & Neill Kramer
Daniel Kroos
Aneesh Kulkarni & Rima Kanguri
Carole Kumaishi & James Goldsberry
Tuki & Girish Kumar
Chris Kummerer & Emilie Blase
Francois Labonte & Jesse Gillispie
Mary Lou Lacina
Ann Lambrecht
Pat Landman Herriot
Tashana Landray & Angus Maclane
Yuki & Danny Lapin
Karen Larsen
Judy Lawrence
Lien & Don Le-Sparks
Beth Lee
Phillip Lee & Glendy Tseng
William Lee & Patricia Lin
Nancy Leech
Mark Lentczner & John Horigan
Jeff Leung & Anne Park
Steve & Barbara Levy
Henry Lonnemann & Mina Kim
Janet Loops
Rachael LoPatin
Thomas Lough & Pearl Del Rosario
Camerina Lozano-Aceves
Stephen Lubin
Richard T. Merk & Brad D. Peyton
Mary Lyons Mesirow
Lori & Andrew MacKenzie
Barbara Madden

After 30 years, the Class of 1987 got together from far and wide.
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Greg Madejski & Laura Burakreis
Leah & Amit Malhotra 
Zeni Mallari
Peter Mangione & Mimi Sabo
Alexis Manheim & Victor Barclay
Anthony Marek
Kathy Marek
David Martin & Jennifer Leclerc
Jane Martin
John Martin & Gillian Lounsbach
Judy Martin
Linda Martinez & Sarah Harrington
David Matheson
Susan & Jim Matheson
Patrick Matthews
Maile & Justin McCarthy
Sharon & Rob McCarthy
Alex McClure & Blake Hayward
Susan McComas

Scott & Kate McCracken
Julia & Kevin McDonald
Dagan & Will McLennan
Joan & Don McMillen
Moira McNamara
Maureen McPeek
Rhonda & Joe Melnik
Misha Merrill & Keith Wescourt
Paul & Jody Merritt
Andy Miller & Sybil Hudson
Jeff & Terra Miller
Jerry & Judith Miller
Faga & Taputimu Misa
Sally Mitchell
Rachel & Britt Miura
Jake Moffat & Beth DuBose
Ed Morgan
Elly Moses Cannon & Brian Cannon
Mary Lou Moses 
Sharon & Bob Mueller
Lisa & Francisco Muniz
Caroline & Amar Murugan
Kristie Nelson
Peter & Liz Neumann
Bill & Rosemary Nichols
D’Arcy Nicola
Linda Norton
Chris O’Hare & Ted Hardie
Joanna Oshman
Toni Ouradnik & John Solano
Gottfried & Carol Paasche
Akash Pandey
Heather & Alex Pang
Isabelle Parker

Joshua Parker
Andrea Parkes & Ryan Harris
Leta Parkes & Ron Brown
Barbie Paulsen & Bart Smaalders
Tess Peppers
Christina & Yehonatan Peretz
Alfredo Pérez Grovas & Tzuling Liu
Debbie Perkins Kalama & Rexton Kalama
Karen Perkins & David Simone
Megan Peters Ahalim & Sam Ahalim
May & Oliver Petry
Candace Pierce
Brian Pinkerton & Rhea Tombropoulos
Regina & Michael Pohl
John Polstra & Jennifer Angerman
Catherine & Steven Popell
Martha Portillo
Andrew Postlewaite & Janet Conway
Mollie & Bill Purdy

Natasha Puri & Munish Kumar
Johanna Putnoi
Chrissy Quinn & Sam Goewey
David Quinn & Sharie Kumaishi
Rachel & Anthony Radziszewski
Somik Raha & Geetanjali Chakraborty
Rich Rava & Elisa Neipp
Brian Rawson
Kerstin Reboh
Jacki Rigoni
Marc Rosaaen
David Rosenbaum & Katerina Demeti
Eva Rosenbaum
Beth & Peter Rosenthal
Jason & Nancy Rosenthal
Shu & Todd Rosenthal
Michelle & Scott Ross
Lindsay & James Rothwell
David Rowe & Terri Tacy
Daniel Rubin
Joe Ruck & Donna Ito
Sara Ruppenthal Katz
Mike Sabina
Merrylen Sacks & Bruce Irvine
Seda & Gokay Saldamli
Luis Sanchez & Lidia Luna
Susan Schaps & Robert Shelton
Jonathan Scharfman
Leo & Beatriz Schneiderman
Donna & Ralph Seligman
Vin Sharma & Stephanie Zeller
Stephen Shaw
Sharat Shroff & Prashee Agarwal
Livy Siegel 

Milly Siegel
Jenny Silber Butah
Jane Silver Carlisle
Jessica Silver-Sharp & Dennis Sharp
Tara Simms
Vinita & Amar Singh
Sandy Sloan & Eric Richert
Mitch Slomiak
Frank & Jane Smithson
Stu Snydman & Kathryn Hopkins
Ed Solano
Jeffrey Solomon & Heather Descollonges
Ann Sonnenberg
Misty & David Stam
Dimitris Stassinopoulos & Ellen Wilkinson
Stephanie & Skip Stevens
Maren Stever & Sef Kloninger
Kassie & Luke Stone
Kristy & Chris Stone
Jim Storey
Stephen Storey, MD
Tibby Storey & Sue Wilson
Mel & Sherry Stroup
Molly & Jorge Tapias
Zu Tarazi & Kristi Borrone
Masa & Marc Tasovac
Sallie & Bob Tasto
Katie Taylor Cobbold
Allison & Jamie Templeton
Ray Tenenbaum & Jenn Buechel
Eliza & Chris Thomas
Yoseph Thomas
Doug Thompson
Dawn Thrall
Aaron Tinker & Kari Seligman
Geoff Tranchina
Stephanie Tremoglie
Alisa & David Tu
David Tucker & Sylvie Stefant
Izumi & Masatoshi Ueno
Diana Ungersma & Konrad Thaler
Curtis Valdez & Nicole Leko
Chris Van Denburg & Kelly Laban
Alethea & Jesse Van Hiller
Whitney & Dirk van Nouhuys
Emily Van Rheenen 
Jessie Van Rheenen 
John Van Sciver
Julie & Chris Vance
George Varian & Libby McMillan
Lauren & Michael Velasco
Vicky Velazquez
Lucille Vitolo Dacanay & Ray Dacanay
Jay Wacker & Mira Zaslove
Lori Wainen-Linberg
Carl Waldspurger & Paige Parsons
Barbara & Scott Wallace
Miggles Wallace
Don Walsh
Devra & David Wang
Debra Wanner
Brittany & Grant Weldon
Albert Wenzell & Marian Hudson
Michele & Mark Wheeler
Felipa & Robert Wiley
Catherine Willett
Carol & Ray Williams
Lauren & Austin Williams
Cyrena & Jeff Wilson

Debbie Dalzell & Mark Wilson
Patty Wilson
Diana S. Wolf
Jim & Barbara Wolpman
Max & Linda Woo
Richard Woodhams
Michael Worry
Mari Wright
Melissa Wright
Dave Wuertele & Tomoko Shimaya
Aidan Yeaw & Emily Cleveland
Jungjoo Yoon & Sunny Chung
Jenny Youll
Carol Young-Holt & David Sandage
Annie Young & James Dinwiddie
Elizabeth Youngblood
Gregory Youngblood
Frances & Emilio Zeller
Jesse Zimmer
Jeff & Jenn Zotz
Holly & Mitchell Zuklie

HONOR & MEMORIAL GIFTS

IN HONOR
In honor of Kai Ahalim
Megan Peters Ahalim & Sam Ahalim

In honor of Susan Ammons
Merrylen Sacks & Bruce Irvine

In honor of Tina Anderson
Gail Blackmarr

In honor of Sophie & Molly Duda
Richard & Jean Duda

In honor of Renee Fadiman
Heather & Alex Pang

In honor of Ann Guy, Maureen & Cecelia 
Kirchner

Joan & Don McMillen

In honor of Kathryn Hargis
Barbara Madden

In honor of Graceann Johnson & Gail 
Buschini

Patricia & Miles Congress

In honor of Julian Knapstad
Sigmund Knapstad & Beth Stovall

In honor of the Merritt family
Stephanie & Skip Stevens

In honor of Leila Murugan
Kumar & Sivakami Kangayappan
Linda Martinez & Sarah Harrington

In honor of Peninsula’s Staff
Jim & Joyce Benz

In honor of Elsie & Ada Sussman
Doug & Carol Frost

In honor of Madeline Thrall
Felipa & Robert Wiley

In honor of Chris Titus Vale and Mikel 
Kovach-Long

Carole Kumaishi & James Goldsberry

In honor of Jack Yoshikowa
Marcia Baldeschwieler

In honor of Meadow Soleil and 
Alexandra Young-Dido

Annie Young & James Dinwiddie

TOGETHER HAND IN HAND
We are so appreciative of our Peninsula community near 
and far who gave with exceptional generosity to this year’s 
Annual Giving Campaign. Together you helped us exceed 
our AGC goal of $400,000 (our highest ever), and provided 
almost $5,000 to the Peninsula Tuition Assistance Fund that 
extends tuition assistance by 1%, allowing more young people 
to have the opportunity of a life-shaping Peninsula education.
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IN MEMORY
In memory of Alida Bockrath
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon

In memory of Nellie & Leo Bartello
Graceann & Bob Johnson

In memory of Hanna Bergas &  
Joan Warmbrunn

Curtis Givan

In memory of Richard E. Blackwelder
Richard T. Merk & Brad D. Peyton

In memory of Elizabeth Chamberlain
Park Chamberlain, Jr.

In memory of Marion Conley
Pefy & Justin Cunningham
Elizabeth Fergason 

In memory of Josephine Duveneck
Weegee Dana Whiteford

In memory of Stuart Harwood
Garth Harwood & Kathy Alberts

In memory of Lana Hayward
Erica Hayward

In memory of Maida Kasle
Jasper Kasle-Muthig & Marcella Ramirez

In memory of Maida Kasle &  
Marion Conley

Rhoda Alexander

In memory of Wilson Kung
Anonymous

In memory of Susan Landman Fisher and 
Doris & Carl Landman 

Pat Landman Herriot & Jim Landman

In memory of Hewlett & Peter V. Lee, Sr.
Barbie Paulsen & Bart Smaalders

In memory of Diana Morgan
Ed Morgan

In memory of Jane Lyons Moses
Elly Moses Cannon & Brian Cannon

Mary Lyons Mesirow

In memory of Evan Rauch
Brian Korek

In memory of Bernice & Bernard Silber
Jenny Silber Butah

In memory of Joe Starr
Jim Holzman

In memory of Ruth Storey
Jim Storey

In memory of Rick Van Rheenen
Emily Van Rheenen 

In memory of Sue Varian
Kelsey Hammond

In memory of Tom Willett
Catherine Willett

In memory of Stacey Zonka
Carol Friend

RAISE YOUR PADDLE
Katherine & Kim Aitken-Young 
Liz Amaral
Marley & Nick Amin
Mark Ankenman & Amanda Edmonds
Juan Arguello
Liz & Ben Austin
Jessica & David Axelrod
Jeff Baker & Shaula Kumaishi
Jim & Joyce Benz
Margot Berrill & Cameron Booth
Gail Blackmarr
Mark Brazeal & Susan Fleischmann
Sanjay Bulchandani & Akiko Bristol
Chris Bulger
Gail & Bob Buschini
Stephanie Casal
Liz Caulkins
Rachel Congress & Ted Tanabe
Martha Cortez & Larry Wilson
Darin Donovan & Belinda Chlouber
Tracey & Thom Downing
Katie & Jonathan Dyer
Sue Eldredge
Elizabeth Few & Roger MacFarlane
Florrie & Tom Forrest
Adam Frymoyer & Kirstin Woo
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon
Jacqueline & Eddie Garcia
Casey & Matt Girard
Trupti & David Glaubman
Shayan Habib & Lubna Ammar
Laurie & Trevor Hall
Daniel Harrington & Kara Juneau
Garth Harwood & Kathy Alberts
Karin & Jochen Heck

Rocio Herbert
Stephen Hickman & Karen Garrison
Christine & Ford Hinojosa-Kirschenbaum
Colin Hislop & Lindee Burton
Mark Ho & Sophia Lee
Megana & Jinnah Hosein
Ulysses Hui & Amy Fox
Buddy James & Aileen Adriano
Aran Johnson & Jennie Reboh
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Jasper Kasle-Muthig & Marcella Ramirez
Chris Kelly & Jennifer Carrico
Maureen & Steve Kirchner
Sigmund Knapstad & Beth Stovall

Kathy & Doug Koo
Chris Kummerer & 

Emilie Blase
Mary Lou Lacina
Nancy Leech
Mark Lentczner &  

John Horigan
Pearl & Thomas Lough
Camerina Lozano-Aceves
Lori & Andrew MacKenzie
Leah & Amit Malhotra 
Kathy Marek
John Martin &  

Gillian Lounsbach
Dagan & Will McLennan
Maureen McPeek
Rhonda & Joe Melnik
Misha Merrill &  

Keith Wescourt
Patrick Miauton & Karen An-Miauton
Jeff & Terra Miller
Sidney & Debbie Miller
Rachel & Britt Miura
Barbie Paulsen & Bart Smaalders
Christina & Yehonatan Peretz
Megan Peters Ahalim & Sam Ahalim
May & Oliver Petry
Brian Pinkerton & Rhea Tombropoulos
Regina & Michael Pohl
Natasha Puri & Munish Kumar
David Quinn & Sharie Kumaishi
Rich Rava & Elisa Neipp
Rebecca Reynolds & Jerry Hearn
Jacki Rigoni
Martha & BJ Rock
Jason & Nancy Rosenthal
Lindsay & James Rothwell
Luis Sanchez & Lidia Luna
Sharat Shroff & Prashee Agarwal
Stu Snydman & Kathryn Hopkins
Misty & David Stam
Dimitris Stassinopoulos & Ellen Wilkinson
Maren Stever & Sef Kloninger
Kassie & Luke Stone
Allison & Jamie Templeton
Yoseph Thomas
Doug Thompson
Chris Titus & Bob Vale
Alisa & David Tu
Diana Ungersma & Konrad Thaler
Chris Van Denburg & Kelly Laban
Alethea & Jesse Van Hiller
Lucille Vitolo Dacanay & Ray Dacanay
Jay Wacker & Mira Zaslove
Carl Waldspurger & Paige Parsons
Devra & David Wang
Michele & Mark Wheeler
Lauren & Austin Williams
Jungjoo Yoon & Sunny Chung

AUCTION UNDERWRITING 2017
Katherine & Kim Aitken-Young 
Mark Ankenman & Amanda Edmonds
Jim & Joyce Benz
Jocelyn & Micah Block
Mark Brazeal & Susan Fleischmann
Sanjay Bulchandani & Akiko Bristol
Gail & Bob Buschini
Liz Caulkins
David & Vivian Countryman

Sue Eldredge
James Formato & Megan Shields Formato
Casey & Matt Girard
Trupti & David Glaubman
Eric Hassett
Jerry Hearn & Rebecca Reynolds
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Chris Kelly & Jennifer Carrico
James Kittock & Leslie Walker
Kathy & Doug Koo
Elizabeth & Othman Laraki
Nancy Leech
Carol & Van Mahamedi
Anthony Marek
Misha Merrill & Keith Wescourt
Rachel & Britt Miura
Ann Montgomery Keyes
Joanna & David Oshman
Brian Pinkerton & Rhea Tombropoulos
Somik Raha & Geetanjali Chakraborty
Jason & Nancy Rosenthal
Misty & David Stam
Maren Stever & Sef Kloninger
Lauren & Michael Velasco

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION & 
COMMUNITY GIFTS	
AmazonSmile
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Chronicle Books
Cisco Matching Gifts Program
Dymaxion Dance Group
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Intel Foundation
International Maritime Inc.
Kepler’s
Mabel’s Labels
MightyNest for Schools
Morgan Stanley
Qualcomm Matching Grant Program
RedWoodstock
The San Francisco Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
St. Michael’s Alley Restaurant
Tea Collection
Tiny Prints 
Trillium Dental
Wells Fargo Foundation
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation

RAISE YOUR PADDLE – NEW WATER DELIVERY 
SYSTEM & CLASSROOM TECHNOLOGY 

We gratefully thank all of the families in the school community 
who together contributed over $90,000 to replace our aging 
water delivery system and assist with upper school technology. 
This year’s Raise Your Paddle was the second largest ever!

The Class of 2007 had a big 10th reunion, hearing from every 
member of the class, and all but four made it to the Fair.
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THAT ’S MY 
P ENINS ULA KID

Do you ever find yourself thinking with affec-
tion “Yep, That’s My Peninsula Kid!” Would 
you share the story? Martha Rock did just 
that at our Peninsula School Community 
Celebration and Auction this year and in-
vited others to do the same. Several parents of 
alumni students (PALS, as we like to call you) 
have expressed interest in sharing their stories 
in this dedicated corner of News Notes. There 
are many reasons you might see Peninsula 
in your grown child, some funny and some 
heartening. We are hoping to gather and hear 
these stories, so please feel free to get approval 
from your son or daughter and send it off to 
us at newsnotes@peninsulaschool.org. Here 
is our first story of a truly Peninsula kid.

ZOE ROSE
By Julie Kriegler

Zoe Rose is a double major, in Theater 
(with a playwriting emphasis) and English 
(with a creative writing emphasis) at Smith 
College. She was the first person from 
Sequoia High School to attend Smith.  
Her “strong work ethic,” as it was labeled in 
her 8th grade parent meeting, and her full 
engagement in participatory learning has 
continued unabated at Smith. 

Along with her full course load she 
has been an RA to the Chair of the Theatre 
Department, has been the Assistant Artistic 
Director, and now Artistic Director of the 
Smith Theatre Committee. There she is 
devising, writing, directing and producing 
Smith student theatre throughout the year 
and working to earn the money for her books, 
supplies and extracurriculars. She has written 
and directed a full-length play that won a 

Five-College Award 
and is now writing a 
play on Alzheimer’s 
as an honors thesis 
which also helps fa-
cilitate her grieving 
of her Grandma who 
died in her first year.  
In between the pro-
ductions and studies, 
she has continued 
to be committed to 
her community. She 
is a member of her 

House Leadership group and a caring support 
to her friends on their journeys through this 
time of their lives. We, her parents, have often 
encouraged her to do less, but her care and 
passion for, interest in and creative expression 
of the world and people around her – which 
began in Nursery Green – seemingly cannot 
be slowed. She is our ‘Peninsula Kid.’


