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WARM E S T WISHES TO MISHA MERRILL

Misha has retired from Peninsula, 
and in its resilient way, Peninsula has 
gathered a number of people to fill the 
roles she held. People have taken on the 
positions of Librarian, Program Coordinator, 
Upper School Choice teacher, Pandemic 
Coordinator, writer and updater of emer-
gency protocols, and 8th grade camping 
assistant, among others. They will bring their 
own flavor and flair to the positions, but 
there will always be only one Misha.

In my mind’s eye, she is at her desk and 
nearby there is a vase of colorful flowers cut 
from her own prolific garden. Also nearby is 
a steaming cup of green tea. At her feet is a 
Rhodesian Ridgeback, waiting patiently to 
be taken for a walk. Her close cropped hair 
is showing silver now, some of it earned from 
years of shepherding Peninsula students from 
nursery school into adolescence. She is wear-
ing something soft, flowing, pragmatic and 
probably blue-hued, maybe with a hint of 
lavender, not unlike the blooms on her desk. 
In her hands there might be a card with a 

child’s name at the top, tracking all the books 
that child has checked out. 

But there are so many other images of 
her as well. There is Misha in jeans lending 
suggestions as 8th graders prepare sushi for a 
meal on a camping trip. There is Misha wear-
ing a warm scarf while counting the heads of 
Peninsula kids outside the Tower of London. 
And there’s Misha with a radio to her ear, 
helping us all practice how to reunite children 
and parents after an unthinkable natural di-
saster. Or, one of my favorites, there is Misha 
using a couple of her myriad voices to read the 
parts of the Mad Hatter and White Rabbit at 
the end of the Tea Choice.

The Upper School Choice “The World 
of Tea” was Misha’s brainchild and I was 
delighted to be her collaborator. For over 20 
years, we took groups of kids through a history 

A LIFE-CHANG I N G 
G I F T  F O R 

P E N I N S U L A

By Ryan Helton
Early this year, I received a phone call 
from a friend of Peninsula Alumnus Bob 
Marsh. Bob attended Peninsula from Nursery 
school in 1946 through his graduation from 
8th grade in 1957. Bob’s friend Kathleen 
called to let me know that Bob had recently 
passed away. She shared with me how much 
Bob loved Peninsula, that he spoke of his time 
here often, and that he credited Peninsula 
with helping him become the person he 
was. Kathleen went on to share with me that 
prior to his death, Bob decided that he would 
leave their family’s home in Menlo Park to 
Peninsula. Bittersweet was the only way to de-
scribe my feeling after hanging up the phone 
and sharing the news. It was certainly difficult 
to learn of the passing of one of our alums, 
however to hear of his life well-lived, and his 
intention to give back, filled our office with a 
sense of love and warmth. 

Like many multi-generational families 
here at our school, the Marsh Family has had 
a celebrated history at Peninsula. Though 
Bob left the school in 1957, his mother 
Betty remained a strong presence for over 30 
years as a fixture in the library. A fresh-faced 
Misha Merrill arrived on campus in 1990 and 
remembers Betty Marsh fondly. “She was very 
sincere, always wanted to be of service, and 
had a deep love for the school and the classics.” 
Betty made it her mission to mend the broken 
books in the library for all students to enjoy 
while sharing her love of mosaic art all around 
campus. Betty passed away in 1994 after a 
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Misha and her dog, Indigo. 
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of the world, tying together the cultivation, the chemistry, the politics, 
and the flavors of tea. Misha brought in guest speakers who opened 
kids’ eyes to cultures and flavors from around the world. One of the 
most powerful of these was Misha herself, sharing with the students 
the intricacies of Japanese Tea Ceremony, which she studied for years 
as part of her Buddhist practice. 

In every interaction, Misha sought to meet children where they 
were, and perhaps to lead them into a deeper or broader awareness of 
the world around them. Through years of writing those lists of check-
outs, and of reading countless books every summer, she could make 
individual book recommendations that fit each reader to a T. She 
could challenge them in word games to explore vocabulary through 
Anagrams and Speed Scrabble. She taught us 
all so much in so many ways.

Her calligraphy of Peninsula School’s 
Mission Statement will continue to hang in 
the Big Building, a testament to some of her 
many talents and to the person who touched 
and shaped the school in so many ways. Her 
legacy remains. 

– BARBIE PAULSEN

Up until this past December, I had only ever 
known Peninsula School as a place where I 
could always find Misha. She is deeply rooted 
in this place, from her many years as the 
Librarian, to her time in the administration. 
From the iconic Choice classes she taught, to 
her handwriting on signs and posters that we 
use across campus, Misha will always be here 
even when she’s not physically at school. 

While I always enjoyed going to hear 
stories as a lower schooler, it was in Upper 
School that my love for the library and Misha 
grew exponentially. I went to Library for 
Activities on my first day of 5th grade ready 
to learn Anagrams, and I don’t think I ever re-
ally left. I spent as many afternoons as I could 
playing word games and enjoying weekly Tea 
Days. While I loved playing Anagrams and 
Speed Scrabble, it was Misha I wanted to 
spend my afternoons conversing, joking, and 
laughing with.

Misha has many talents – Zen master, 
teacher, librarian, expert out-loud reader, 
gardener, and artist, to name a few – but I’d 
argue her best one was joyously dominating 
every game of Anagrams or Speed Scrabble 
while still making the library the most warm, 
welcoming, fun place for so many kids. While 

there was never an emphasis on winning, if one finished their personal 
Scrabble board first, or ended Anagrams with a longer word than Misha, 
they knew they had earned that victory. As a kid, I just enjoyed those 
afternoons full of laughter, fun, and word games, while feeling in my 
element at the library. I now realize, however, that Misha’s enthusiasm 
for playing these games with us cleverly served to expand my vocabulary 
through Scrabble tiles (and a few mid-game dictionary perusals). 

Last summer, at our Admin retreat, Mary asked each of us to speak 
with a partner in the room about who our favorite teacher was growing 
up. I had the joy of being partnered with Misha and getting to tell her 
that she had been mine. She always made me feel seen and cared for, 
and has been an incredible teacher, colleague, and friend throughout 
my life. We got lunch together recently, and she told me about how she 
had subbed for Margot a few weeks prior, and even after many years 
out of the library, reading to kids was still her happy place. I’m sure 

I speak for more than just myself when I say 
thank you, Misha, for making the library my 
happy place too. 

– MILLY SIEGEL, CLASS OF 2008

During my time at Peninsula Misha did many 
things, and I must say that my favorite was her 
role as a librarian. Curling up on a pillow in 
the library and listening to her read felt like 
one of the most relaxing things in the world. 
She chose the perfect books for our class and 
was spectacular at reading aloud. Ask anyone 
who had her as a teacher, and one of the first 
things they’ll point out is her “voices”. I put 
“voices” in air quotes because it’s not just 
characters Misha is great at imitating; she can 
mimic the sound of something heavy falling 
down the stairs or an airplane taking off just 
as well. It was always a lot of fun to hear a 
story she told. 

Misha’s personality also made her stand 
out among the Peninsula School staff. Even 
when she moved out of the library she con-
tinued to pour her generosity, love, support, 
and wisdom into the students. Several times 
a week I would visit her desk for a hug and 
to talk, where she was always willing to share 
an anecdote and be a source of humor and 
comfort. I have loved to read and especially 
to write all my life, and I’ll forever be grateful 
to Misha for encouraging that and reading my 
works. After helping countless students learn 
about the world and themselves, I hope she 
can truly enjoy this well-deserved rest. Lots of 
love, Misha! 

– TRISTAN FOX HUI, CLASS OF 2020

MISHA MERRILL
Continued from page 1

Misha in the library.

Misha in her role as Peninsula’s trusted Pandemic Coordinator.
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short illness and is still remembered at Peninsula fondly and with deep 
love. Bob was involved with Peninsula on and off throughout his life. 
Most recently, in 2016, he spearheaded a project for the auction where 
bricks from the Memorial Church at Stanford were auctioned off to 
benefit the school. Bob also rekindled his mother’s love of mosaics by 
bringing mosaic art supplies to the kids at Peninsula. 

After my phone call with Kathleen, our team went into action. 
Understanding Bob and Betty’s wishes, we felt we had a duty to make 
sure this gift was brought to bear for the school with the utmost respect 
and love with which it was given. We reached out to trusted alumni 
parents Michael Polentz and Darin Donovan, who immediately began 
to walk us through the many twists and turns of the estate process. 
Michael (parent of Keagan ‘15) and Darin (parent of Ava ‘09 and Nikki 
‘21) are both accomplished lawyers in real estate and family planning 
and have been stalwart friends of Peninsula. They volunteered their 
time and helped the Development/Business teams and the Board of 
Directors navigate through the ins and outs of estates. 

Once we formally assumed possession of the property, the Board 
decided to sell the house with the proceeds benefiting our current and 
future strategic work at the school. As we looked to sell the home, fate 
intervened once more in the form of new parent Jess Pressman (parent 
of Jack in Colleen’s Class). Jess is an accomplished real estate profes-
sional in the Menlo Park area and with her assistance, we acquired an 
excellent realtor and engaged in the process of the sale. 

The sale of the Marsh Property was finalized in March, with a 
total of roughly $3.9 million to benefit Peninsula School, represent-
ing the single largest gift we have ever received – a record that had just 
been set in February 2021. Simply put, we could not have been more 
pleased that the sale of the property came together in such an organic 
and team-oriented way to help in honoring Bob and Betty’s gift to the 
school. It was truly the Peninsula magic at work. 

The school is beyond grateful and honored to follow Betty and 
Bob’s wish of using the funds to impact the entire Peninsula com-
munity today and for years to come. With Development Committee 
and Finance Committee input, the Board approved a “use of funds” 
proposal for the nearly $3.9 million which includes:

•	 $3M toward our future capital campaign to implement sections 
of our strategic plan specifically focused on physical campus 
upgrades – which will have a direct programmatic impact on our 
students – and to launch an endowment for the flexible tuition 
program. This gift allows us to begin the campaign with a healthy 
foundation for success.

•	 $500K allocated to the school’s operating reserves. This allows 
us to move out of some pandemic era deficits that we had expected 
to see for the next couple of years.

•	 $400K allocated to staff recruitment and retention initiatives 
which include our staff wellness fund. 

Over the coming months, you will hear more about the work that 
has already happened toward meeting our strategic priorities as well as 
ways that you can get involved in preparing for the capital campaign. 
As we near the end of our first century, I am confident that this incred-
ible community will launch into the next 100 years stronger and more 
stable than ever before. Together, we will continue to nurture a space 
where children thrive and develop their full promise as confident con-
tributors to the world. I am excited to be on this journey with you all.

We could not be more thankful to Bob and to Betty, or to the 
many volunteers that helped to bring this incredible gift to fruition. 
This gift has already inspired other alum families to reach out and have 
conversations regarding their future plans. If you would like to have a 
conversation about our current strategic planning work, discuss giving 
at Peninsula, or have any questions about the Marsh gift, I encourage 
you to reach out to me at ryan.h@peninsulaschool.org.

A LIFE-CHANGING GIFT
Continued from page 1

Misha Merrill with Betty Marsh’s memorial, including a mosaic made by Betty.

Bob Marsh (left) and classmate Billy White, 1955.

P E N I N S U L A  S C H O O L  ·  S U M M E R  2 0 2 2



P E N I N S U L A  S C H O O L  ·  S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

-4-

FAREWELL TO  
LORI WAINEN LINBERG

After thirty years spent in our Nursery and Kindergarten classes, we say a 
warm farewell to Lori Wainen Linberg. 

Lori’s background suited her well for Peninsula. Aside from her education 
with children, she spent time abroad at the University of Urbino. While in Italy, 
she did an independent study and spent time at the Reggio Emilia school, where 
she experienced their use of independence, engagement and creativity through 
their environment. “They emphasized art in the world around them,” Lori recalled. 
“Peninsula offers the amazing beauty of their campus, and if you look at the art 
the children create, it often expresses Peninsula School’s enchanting environment.”

Lori knew of Peninsula through former teacher Ira Sandperl, and began 
working in Summer School in 1990. In 1993, Lori came on as an assistant teacher 
in Josie’s kindergarten class in the mornings, and Dottie & Winston’s in the after-
noons. In 1997, she became a head teacher in Nursery Blue with Margie, and after 
Margie retired a few years later, she worked alongside Stacey Zonka. When Jan 
retired from Nursery Green, Lori moved classrooms and worked as head teacher 
with Chyerl and Charmaine until Lori’s recent departure. 

With a passion for storytelling, Lori was able to teach children the value of 
imagination in stories. She used to hear kids say, “You can’t tell a story without 
a book!” and she would reply “You can! All the pictures are in your head.” Lori 
threw herself into her storytelling, with wonderful different silly voices and 
emotion, often creating stories around experiences that came up in the classroom, 
and even doing birthday stories for each child on their special day. Her emphasis 
on spoken stories helped students learn how to use their imagination, tell their 
own tales, and even write their first books. Through stories, one can help 
children use their words, express feelings and work through social emotional 
issues, as well as be a catalyst in enjoying future learning. In her earliest years at 
Peninsula, Lori worked with Josie to create class plays for their students to 
engage with stories in a new way. When she moved to Nursery, she spent time  
telling stories to the children with Stacey, who, as a professional dancer, 
would do creative dances the children could do alongside. She remembers lots 
of love and laughter during those times, and cherishes those memories with 
Stacey as some of her favorites from her time teaching. 

In addition to her time in the Nursery and Kindergarten classrooms, Lori 
made an impact as the first morning Childcare teacher. She would tell parents 
to bring their kids to school and not worry about breakfast, and with help from 
her son Ian, they would make all sorts of food with the children, from French 
Toast to eggs, and everything in between. She was passionate about doing cooking 
projects with her Nursery class as well, including hands on recipes like homemade 
pasta (which was a hit with kids, as it was like play dough!).

Lori was a teacher as well as an incredibly active volunteer during her time at 
Peninsula. She would tell stories at the Learning Fair, help run the dessert table, 
teach basket weaving (which she did during school as well!), and much more.

Per Lori, “I really loved working with children. I absolutely loved their 
openness. I cherished being a part of their journey in the joy of learning and the 
philosophy of ‘all play is learning’. In Quest (Five) written by 
Josephine Duvenuck, she quotes Rabintranath Tagore, who states, ‘he who 
opens the bud does it so simply’. I’m grateful for the love shared and gently 
opening so many roses over the years together. I loved my years teaching 
at Peninsula and all the amazing committed staff, teachers, community and 
the deep care everybody had.”

Thank you Lori, for your many years of love and commitment to teaching 
and learning from our youngest kids.

Lori sharing her love for stories with students in Nursery Green.

Lori teaching basket weaving.

She used to hear kids say, “You can’t 
tell a story without a book!” and 
she would reply “You can! All the 
pictures are in your head.”
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4TH GRADE DESIGN CHALLENGE:  
BUILDING A TREEHOUSE & OUR COMMUNIT Y 

By Betty Achinstein & the 4th Grade class

A DESIGN CHALLENGE
This year, our 4th graders began with a design 
challenge in the midst of COVID: How can 
we design an outdoor space for learning and 
playing together? As a progressive educator, 
I’m always searching for ways to promote 
inquiry and community. Throughout the 
year, we have deepened our understanding of 
inquiry within our community through our 
design challenge. Students have engaged in 
questioning, research, and critical thinking 
while designing a space where all belong, and 
we’ve also had enormous fun together on our 
beautiful campus.

BEGINNING BRAINSTORMS
With the design challenge in mind, students 
began to explore our space, brainstorm, and 
sketch with partners. We examined some 
key questions around purposes, values, space, 
decision-making processes, resources, and 
feasibility. The class initially identified an 
interest in creating a hut for learning together. 
We invited an inventor of an innovative 18 
foot dome tent, whose partner met with us 
to discuss outdoor design, and showed the 
original prototypes. She then helped us build 
a dome, which now provides a beautiful spot for class meetings and 
connecting. This gave us a vision of the possible – from design to build. 

PROTOT YPES AND PROPOSAL
We began learning about Design Thinking from Science Aaron, exam-
ining the steps and parallels to scientific thinking: empathize (research 
needs), define (needs & problem), ideate (generate ideas), prototype 
(possible solutions), test (try out solutions), implement, and adjust. 
After the initial steps identifying and defining needs and problems, 
students developed three ideas to explore: a garden, a treehouse, and 
an office for our dog, Saki. The groups prototyped models of each us-
ing cardboard, paper, scissors, and glue guns, then presented their ideas 
to each other. After careful consideration and deliberation, the class 
landed on a treehouse design. 

We invited Bailey, our Facilities & Grounds Manager, to discuss 
honoring the tree, the importance of planning, and the decisions to 
include in the design process. Students talked about their hopes, values, 
and design ideas as we moved through the steps. We explored a 3D 
computer generated modeler, discussed size and design features, mea-
sured out a possible footprint, identified entry and exit routes, learned 

how to develop a budget, updated a model and sketches, and drafted a 
proposal to administrators. 

A team of students wrote, rehearsed, and presented our Treehouse 
Proposal to our school administrators – complete with two versions of 
a budget, sketches, and 3D model – and answered challenging ques-
tions. Here’s what we shared:

TREEHOUSE PROPOSAL: OPENING SECTION
We, the kids of Betty’s Class, want to make our school the best place it 
can be. We propose to design and build a treehouse in our backyard 
that can be used by the school. This proposal is part of our design 
challenge about: How we can collaborate to create a place for learning 
and playing together. We propose to design and build a 12 by 12 foot 
treehouse in the oak tree in our backyard. We are working closely with 
Science Aaron and Bailey on the design, safety, budget, and how to 
build it. We are asking for your support!

A happy 4th Grade Class in their new treehouse!

Continued on next page
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Why this project reflects Peninsula values:
•	 We believe that we should play
•	 We value our environment and treat it with care
•	 We work as a class to make decisions. 

Why this project is doable:
•	 We are working with Bailey, who has built treehouses, and 

Aaron who supports our design process
•	 We will mainly use recycled materials. The only costs would be 

the materials that we would need that we don’t already have
•	 All of our class and our families are offering to work on the treehouse
•	 We want to protect the tree as it grows
•	 We propose to build this treehouse in the spring.

How this project is safe:
•	 We will build railings and walls (to protect us and neighbor’s 

privacy)
•	 We will be using good quality materials
•	 The treehouse is designed not to be very tall, so it is accessible for all
•	 Our class will take care of the treehouse to make sure it’s clean 

and safe.

We hope you can support this proposal.

We also presented our proposal and design to other lower school 
classes, inviting their feedback on expectations and norms for safety 
and inclusion in the future treehouse. The administration got back to 
us within a week to let us know of their support and next steps.

BUILDING & BEING GRATEFUL
On Friday March 4th, we began building! In order to secure a level 
base, we used a rubber pipe and water to help to determine where to 
place the bolts. We hugged and gave gratitude to our beautiful live 
oak tree, thanking it for offering this opportunity for so much joy, and 
promising to take care of it. 

The first stage of work began with drilling in bolts and the base, 
which Bailey and Oscar lovingly took on. Then our entire class worked 
together with them to build and raise the walls, nail them into the base, 
and build a railing using redwood pieces from the tree that was removed 

in Loli’s yard. We celebrated our treehouse by taking the whole class up 
to give gratitude. While the project began with a challenge, we learned 
so much more than just designing a treehouse. We learned about build-
ing our community in unusual times. We invite you to come explore 
the new treehouse in our backyard.

Thank you to all the trees on our beautiful campus, to the amazing 
4th grade students and our teaching team, Science Aaron, Facilities 
team, Administrative Team, Brooke for materials, Judy for inspiration 
and the dome, and all the class families for hard work, resources, and 
encouragement. Thank you to all in our community who have been a 
tremendous support and for those who have generously donated sup-
plies, labor, encouragement, and love.

Students present their prototype to administrators.

While the project began with a challenge, 
we learned so much more than just 
designing a treehouse. We learned about 
building our community in unusual times.

Facilities Technician Oscar Moran helps two students drill holes.

Students lifting the frame to be placed on the treehouse.
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PE RFE C TLY PENINSULA: THE LEGEND OF MRS. COLEM AN

By the Students of the Perfectly Peninsula Choice (with help from the Development & Communications Office)
The Choice program at Peninsula is running strong after decades of 
opportunities, and this year was no exception. With offerings like Cast 
Acrylic Printmaking, Improv, Knitting, and Podcasting we have been 
keeping our 5th-8th graders 
hopping with a multitude of 
adventurous choices! We wanted 
to take this opportunity to high-
light a special Choice, and share 
some of the information gleaned 
by the students from within. 

From January 18th to 
February 3rd, four students em-
barked on an exciting journey 
with the Development Office 
to learn more about Peninsula, 
celebrating the history and 
alumni of Peninsula School. 
During this Choice we prepared 
alumni care packages, looked 
into the archives, and picked a 
topic for a deep dive to report 
out to you, our loyal News Notes 
readers. The topic chosen: The 
Legend of Mrs. Coleman! Here’s 
what the students had to say:

As many of you know, the Big Building was 
originally built in the late 19th century and 
called the Coleman Mansion. A wedding pres-
ent to his soon-to-be bride, James Coleman’s 
family purchased the property, and had a 
22-room mansion built for around $100,000. 
A huge sum of money in those days! As many 
of us know, Carmelita Coleman never came 
to live in the mansion because of her untimely 
passing in June of 1885. Since then, stories of 
seeing Mrs. Coleman’s spirit have been woven 
into the fabric of Peninsula, but here’s what 
we really wanted to know…

What have kids heard about the ghost?
Reports of the ghost have been happening for 
decades. One Perfectly Peninsula student’s 
Grandpa who was active at the school even re-
members having his own run-in with our friendly apparition. Students 
have reported seeing a green figure or perhaps someone wearing green 
in the halls of the Big Building. Teachers and students interviewed have 
had a variety of experiences, some claiming to have seen her, others 
claiming to feel her presence. An alumni and current Peninsula staff 
member remembers hearing about Mrs. Coleman as a legend from 

before she can remember, but has never seen her (though, she does 
claim that her sibling had a glimpse). Longtime staff member Misha 
Merrill has never seen our resident ghost, but claims to have felt a warm 

and welcoming presence at times. 
Other folks have had incidents 
where inexplicable things have 
happened in the Big Building, 
with no apparent cause.

Why would she want to “haunt” 
Peninsula School?

When asked why she would want 
to stay at Peninsula School, stu-
dents had several takes. Perhaps 
it is because she always wanted 
to see the amazing home built, 
but never had the opportunity. 
Maybe, she is still unsettled. 
Reports of her passing were hazy 
and filled with inconsistencies, 
and many believe there was 
some kind of cover-up associ-
ated with her death. 

But, the prevailing senti-
ment was that she enjoys being around 
children, and wants to see what is happening 
at her house-turned-school. Students one 
and all agreed that she would be proud of 
what was happening on the school grounds, 
and would most likely appreciate what the 
school has become.

What do we know for sure?
We know that we will never solve this 
mystery, but that it has and continues to 
fascinate the whole Peninsula Community. 
Written in books, told year after year, shared 
from student to student, Mrs. Coleman 
has become as intertwined with Peninsula 
history as the rope swing or the twisty slide. 
So many folks have occupied the land that 
Peninsula School currently sits on, and we, 
as stewards, should hold each of them with 
respect and understanding. 

You may try to catch a glimpse of this famous ghost (a little hint, 
she’s only been seen at night!). If you do, you’d be one of the many 
ghosthunters who have come to Peninsula over the years. What we 
have come to understand as a group is that there is no way to explain 
it, but there is a great joy in the tradition of Mrs. Coleman that is felt 
throughout the generations of Peninsula. 

Each care package had a jar of Authentic Peninsula Dirt.

Students in the Perfectly Peninsula Choice assembling care packages for the Class of 2017.
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COMMUNIT Y CONNECTIONS 

By Sara Katz
My connections with Peninsula go back to when I was 15 
and became best friends at Paly High with Janie Storey, who with her 
sister and brothers had gone from first nursery through eighth grade at 
Peninsula, and whose mother had been the school psychologist there. 
Janie’s fond and lively stories about her happy childhood at Peninsula 
were such a contrast to my experiences at public school in Palo Alto 
that I decided to adopt her memories for my own. She introduced me 
to fellow alumni Steve Shaw and Doug Dunn, from whom I learned 
even more Peninsula lore. I became close friends with the Shaw family, 
basically adopting Billie and Zack (and Zack’s mother Anna) as sur-
rogate family who helped me develop and deepen my values.

My brother Brian was able to attend Peninsula briefly, and while 
he was there I came to know his teacher Ira Sandperl. Through Ira and 
the work I did with him in the Peace Center and the American Friends 
Service Committee, I became friends with Joan Baez – who had also 
had a connection with Peninsula School, having lived there when her 
parents were school caretakers while her father was in graduate school 
at Stanford and she went to Paly with Janie’s older sister, Tibby.

When I went to Stanford, my desire to have the Peninsula expe-
rience for myself led me to apprentice with Billie in the Crafts Shed 
(which later moved to the Big Building), and I also worked a bit with 
Isadore Friedman in the woodshop. As part of my Communications 
major I made a little film about Peninsula – this was when Barney 
Young was Head of School. When I met my future husband, a folk-
singer named Jerry Garcia, Peninsula School was one of the things we 
had in common at first. He knew Isadore and had played folk music 
there at some point earlier in his teens.

Later, our daughter Heather went to Peninsula, and I got to work 
as the summer school crafts teacher there. Jerry’s band, New Riders of 
the Purple Sage, performed at Peninsula for a scholarship fundraiser. 
Florrie Forrest was Heather’s teacher. Florrie, Gail Buschini, Tina 
Anderson, and I all joined Chloe Scott’s dance group Dymaxion, 
which continues to this day. Before the pandemic, Dymaxion practiced 
in the Play Space every Friday after school for a number of years. This 
tells you a bit about my interwoven history with Peninsula School. It 
holds a very dear place in my heart.

When Jerry and I married in 1963, Billie wove us a lovely lap throw 
as a wedding gift. It’s still in very good shape, except for a small cigarette 
burn from Jerry smoking while practicing his banjo and sitting on the 
chair that had the throw on it. I cannot use the throw because I’ve 
developed an allergy to wool in my old age. I wanted to find a good 
home for this treasure. In thinking about how intrinsically this weaving 
is connected to Peninsula School, and how much someone connected 
with Peninsula might appreciate its history, I was able to donate it to 
this year’s Raffle.

Thank you, Sara, for sharing your connections and your treasured 
throw with Peninsula! We are pleased to say that it went to someone 
who will cherish it deeply. If you have a story you’d like to share 
about the connections you’ve made through the Peninsula School 
Community, please reach out to Milly at  
communications@peninsulaschool.org. 
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THE RETURN OF THE SPRING FAIR

To the Peninsula School community, the first Sunday in May 
is synonymous with the Spring Fair. Due to the pandemic, we’ve had to 
miss festivities on campus in both 2020 and 2021. This year, however, 
we were determined to welcome our community back on campus, and 
we are delighted to say that on Sunday, May 1st, we had over 1200 
members of our community with extended family and friends join us.

With lots of effort from two extremely dedicated co-coordinators, 
Joanna Smiley and Nina Greenblatt, parents and caregivers, staff, a 
generous mentor in alum parent and former Spring Fair coordinator 
Ellen Wilkinson, and weeks of planning, the day came together seam-
lessly. Some highlights include exciting and delicious new food booths, 
like Ceviche and Afro-Latin, as well as long standing Fair favorites, like 
Strawberry Shortcake!

The 2022 Spring Fair was a day filled with crafts, live music, great 
food, a flash mob, and so much JOY! Many people noted that, despite 
the three year hiatus, it truly felt like the Fair, and everyone was so happy 
to be there. We saw decades of alumni reuniting with their classmates, 
and even a graduate from the class of 1940 came to enjoy the day. To all 
of those who made the journey from near and far to celebrate with us, 
we can’t thank you enough! And to those who volunteered their time 
and talents, be it coordinating the entire event, making hundreds of 
plates of delicious food for fair goers, painting faces, or donating books 
for our wonderful Book Booth, thank you! 

It was so incredible to have our entire community together again, 
and we can’t wait to see you all next year on Sunday, May 7th!
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2020-2021 Annual Report
Peninsula School is pleased to present our 

Peninsula School’s operating revenue for the 
fiscal year 2020-2021 was $6,331,429 compared 
to $5,953,974 in the 2019-2020 school year. 

Expenses for the 2020-2021 school year 
totaled $6,313,719, compared to $6,106,179 
for the prior year. 

2020-21 REVENUE

TUITION & FEES	 $4,983,009	 79%

AGC & GIFTS	 $450,101	 7%

AUXILIARY PROG,  

EVENTS & OTHER	 $898,319	 14%

TOTAL	 $6,331,429

2020-21 EXPENSES

STAFF COMP & BENEFITS	 $5,453,763	 86%

FACILITIES	 $306,534	 5%

OPERATING	 $553,422	 9%

TOTAL	 $6,313,719 Staff Comp & Benefits
$5,453,763

Tuition & Fees
$4,983,009

Auxiliary Prog, 
Events & Other
$898,319

Facilities
$306,534

Operating
$553,422

AGC & Gifts
$450,101
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

June 30, 2021

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents	 $	 2,691,176 	 
Tuition and fees receivable – net		  3,064,296 
Pledges receivable		  1,219,241	 
Investments		  9,461,136 
Prepaid expenses and other assets		  87,101 	 
Charitable remainder trust		  160,298 
Property and equipment – net	 	 1,913,144 

Total assets	 $	 18,596,392

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued expenses	 $	 41,920
Accrued payroll and related liabilities		  230,731
Deferred tuition		  5,508,342
Charitable remainder trust liability		  59,854
Forgivable loan – PPP	 	 939,000

Total liabilities	 	 6,779,847 	

Net Assets
Net assets without donor restrictions

Undesignated		  3,399,535
Board-designated for special projects	 	 62,221
		  3,461,756

Net assets with donor restrictions	 	 8,354,789

Total net assets	 	 11,816,545

Total liabilities and net assets	 $	 18,596,392

A full set of 2020-2021 financial statements is available on request from the school’s Director of Finance, Beth Lee.

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

For the Year Ended June 30, 2021

REVENUES AND SUPPORT
Without Donor 
Restrictions

With Donor  
Restrictions Total

Tuition and fees $	 5,892,353 $	 – $	 5,892,353

Tuition assistance (762,360) – (762,360)

Tuition and fees – net 5,129,993 – 5,129,993 

Contributions 450,101 	 1,570,728 	 2,020,829

Other

Investment income (loss) - net (657) 1,445,991 1,445,334

Change in value of charitable remainder trust – 18,649 18,649

Loan forgiveness income - PPP 964,800 – 964,800

Other Income 28,000 – 28,000 

Total other revenues and support 992,143 1,464,640 2,456,783

Net assets released from restriction 276,270 (276,270) –

Total revenue and support 6,848,507 2,759,098 9,607,605

EXPENSES

Program services 4,773,235 – 4,773,235

Management and general 1,534,942 – 1,534,942

Fundraising 314,507 – 314,507 

Total expenses 6,622,684 – 6,622,684

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 225,823 2,759,098 2,984,921

Net assets – beginning of year 3,235,933 5,595,691 8,831,624

Net assets – end of year $	 3,461,756 $	 8,354,789 $	 11,816,545
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RO CKING ON

Among the many things we’ve missed during the pandemic, 
a live Peninsula School Rock Concert was one of them! In the 
meantime, we’ve spent the past three years enjoying a virtual version 
of this treasured event, thanks to a heavily coordinated effort from 
multiple people. 

Many of our students had participated for the last three years, but 
due to the timing had never performed in a live Rock Concert before. 

No one seemed fazed by this, and we were treated to hit after hit from 
our 4th-8th graders. The whole school came out for the day on Friday 
to hear music from a plethora of genres. We heard renditions spanning 
from the Beatles to Metallica to Carrie Underwood; there was a little 
something for everyone.

Thank you to John Fuller for inspiring and teaching our students 
the fun of playing music, as well as the thrill of performing live! 
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Thank You for Your Generosity
We extend our heartfelt thanks to so many generous donors who gave to Peninsula School during the 2021-22 school year – current parents and parents of alumni, 
board and staff members, alumni, grandparents, friends, former staff, community partners and employer matching programs. Together you help us carry on our 
rich tradition of progressive education that creates a joyous place for our students to learn and grow, climb trees and stomp in puddles – all supported by our 
fabulous teaching staff.

ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN
Anonymous
Betty Achinstein & Chad Raphael
Katherine & Kim Aitken-Young
Elizabeth Aitken
Rhoda Alexander
Asma & Mohammed Ali
Diane & Craig Allen
Susan & John Allen
Jenny Angerman & John Polstra
James Antisdel & Nina Greenblatt
Martha Arellano
Vicky & Juan Arguello
Frank Arsenault & Renee LeBlanc
Sue & Stuart Auchincloss
Claudia & Gabe Auxier
Chiraag Aval & Namrata Ganatra
Jessica & David Axelrod
Louisa & Paul Axelrod
Srikant Ayyar & Prasanna Ramachandran
Stephane Bagneris & Wei-Hsuan Chien
David Bailey
Debbie Baldwin
Laura Barker & Adnan Mansour
Wendy & Jack Barker
Hathaway Barry
Robbie & Bob Baxter
Rosie Beam Drabkin
Liz & Erik Beans
Glynnis & Brian Belchers
Mark & Marianne Ben-Jamin
Mireya & Fabio Benedetti
Kathleen Bennett & Tom Malloy
Margot Berrill & Cameron Booth
Erica Bjornsson & Mauricio Comi
Gail Blackmarr & Max Heim
Supriya & Garnett Booth
Katrin & Christof Bornhoevd
Jane & Christopher Botsford
Norma & Dick Bozzini 
Ryan Braniff & Ali Berlin
Jean-Claude Brizard &  

Brooke Stafford-Brizard
Stephanie Bruneau
Tori & Jason Burmeister
Noah Burnett
Busy Burr & Mary Lea Kirven
Gail & Bob Buschini
Michele Buschini
Juan Carlos Bustillo & Jennifer Valencia
Mario Caprini & Whitney Woo
Lara & Roderick Cardamone
Bliss & Brigitte Carnochan
Jennifer Carrico
Ryan Castaneda & Candice Alfaro
Liz Caulkins
Gordon Chamberlain
Park Chamberlain
Jesse & Maria Cirimele
Kristina Cohen

Pat & Miles Congress
Emily & Erin Conley
Ronnie Connell
Krista & James Coquia
Martha Cortez & Larry Wilson
Susan Coyle
Constance Crawford
Peggy Creelman
Rosemary Criste-Baldwin & Neil Baldwin
Cynthia Cruz
Carlos Cunha & Monique de Bruin
Pefy & Justin Cunningham
Christopher Cutler & Alecia Magnifico
Reese & Kathleen Cutler

Debbie Dalzell & Mark Wilson
Elizabeth & Konstantin Davydov
Pracheeti & Rushi Desai
Linda & Israel Desfassiaux
Kremena & Henri Deshays
Tara & Gaurav Dhillon
Jean Dickson
Lael Diehm Gray
Joseph Dien
Elaine & Robert Dodd
Saya & Ben Doitel
Sebastian Doniach
Amy Doss
Tracey & Thom Downing
Skip Duncan

Alex Dunn & Kathryn Todd
Susan Dunn
Katie & Jonathan Dyer
Laki Eassey
Kelley McGrath & Bruce Edwards
Peter Eichorn
Sakeenah El-Amin
Nevada Elias-Merriman & Joshua Merriman
Seth Elliot
Louise Emerson Ringo
Monica Erviti
John & Nancy Etchemendy
Jackie Grey Etemad
George Evans

Alice Evarts
Dorothy & Jim Fadiman
Charmaine Fernandez
Davion Fleming
Mike Flynn-O’Brien & Alejandra Mora
Florrie Forrest
Jesse Fourt & Christy Utter
Liz & Tim Frank
Laurie Friedman
Diane Frishman
Adam Frymoyer & Kirstin Woo
Steven Fu & Bowen Li
Elango Ganesan & Geetha Sundaramurthy
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon
Jackey & Eddie Garcia

Adam Gersick & Alisa Borrone
Scott Gharda
Sheila Gholson
Merry Gilmer & Richard Alter
Curtis Givan
Ann & Peter Gregory
Pat Griscom
Miriam Gruver
Sid Gupta & Mona Sheikh
Abby & John Haitas
Colton Hall Toy
Jake Hall Toy
Matison Hall
Kelsey Hammond
Inge Hansen
Megan Hart
Victor Harutyunyan & Tamara Tsaturyan
Garth Harwood & Kathy Alberts
Eric Hassett & Krissy Connell
Karin & Jochen Heck
Ryan Helton
Bette Henley
Allie Hersh
Jon Higgins
Lisby Hilgard Jecker
Mary Hofstedt
Jacki Holzman
Kasia & Rusty Hopewell
Heather Horacek
Faith Hornbacher
Jinnah & Megana Hosein
Jun Huh & Nayoung Lee
Anna & Andrew Hunt
Anisa Islam
Morten Jacobsen & Nell Triplett
Buddy James & Aileen Adriano
Melinda Jean
Aran Johnson & Jennie Reboh
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Andrea & Mike Jones
Joyce Jordan
Patricia Joyce
Kara Juneau & Daniel Harrington
Wendy & Brad Justus
Damien Kardokas Johanson
Stephanie & Robert Kashima
Jasper Kasle-Muthig & Marcella Ramirez
Suman Kasturia & Aroon Pahwa
Casey & Walker Kellogg
Bill & Lisa Kelly
Chris Kelly
Asif Khan & Sana Mujahid
Christy Kim
James Kittock & Leslie Walker
Peter Klein
Mark Kloninger
Jennifer Knestrick
Doug Koo
Kathy Koo
May & George Koo

Spring Fair co-coordinators Joanna Smiley and Nina Greenblatt at the end of Fair Day.
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Brian Korek
Sarah & Boris Korsunsky
Sonal & Keith Koster
Serafina Krag & Peter Bruun
Daniel Kroos
Aneesh Kulkarni & Rima Kanguri
Carole Kumaishi & James Goldsberry
Chris Kummerer & Emilie Blase
Francois Labonte & Jesse Gillispie
Mary Lou Lacina
Tashana Landray & Angus MacLane
Christina & Joh Lansdown
Karen Larsen
Beth Lee
Elaine Lee
Phillip Lee & Glendy Tseng
William Lee & Patricia Lin
Nancy Leech
Sandy & Bob Lehman
Leslie Leland
Loretta Li
Dennis Li & Katie Wang
Hu Li & Yun Fang
Yaya Lin & Kurt Chen
Lauren & Andy Lichtblau
Henry Lonnemann & Mina Kim
Thomas Lough & Pearl Del Rosario
Camerina Lozano-Aceves
Stephen Lubin
Lidia Luna & Luis Sanchez
Greg Madejski & Laura Burakreis
Natalia & Vlad Magdalin
Leah & Amit Malhotra
Ana Mallari
Jane & Christopher Manning
Daniel Marcus
David Martin & Jennifer Leclerc
Jane Martin
Mac Mason & Susanna Ricco
Ronald & Cheryl Mason
David Matheson
Susan & Jim Matheson
Patrick Matthews
David Mazza & Meredith Brown
Maile & Justin McCarthy
Sharon & Rob McCarthy
Alex McClure & Blake Hayward
Kate & Scott McCracken
Colleen & John McGuire
Dagan & Will McLennan
Ellen & Scotty McLennan
Moira McNamara
Colleen McPeek & Ron Bechtold
Kenny Meehan & Misha Krepon
Phyllis Menefee
Drs. PK & Prasanna Menon
Rebecca & Jayant Menon
Jamie Meraz
Richard Merk & Brad Peyton
Misha Merrill & Keith Wescourt
Patrick Miauton & Karen An-Miauton
Souroor Milani & Abbas Daeenabi
Andy Miller & Sybil Hudson
Jerry & Judith Miller
Himanshu Mishra & Saumya Bhargava
Rachel & Britt Miura
Jake Moffat & Beth DuBose
Kelly & Jeffrey Mohr
Shubh Mondal & Aanchal Jain

Patty & Oscar Moran
Elly Moses Cannon & Brian Cannon
Fabio Necco & Aileen Sweeney
Megan & Stephen Neese
Alice Newton & Danny Meehan
Bao & Cam Nguyen
Bill Nichols
D’Arcy Nicola
Linda Norton
Juliet Norvig
Joy & Larry O’Rourke
Maya & Peter Ojany
Flavio Oliveira & Roberta Pinheiro
Dave Oshman
Joanna Oshman
Toni Ouradnik & John Solano
Vergilia Paasche Dakin
Franz Paasche
Gottfried & Carol Paasche
Liz Pang
Amod Panshikar & Rajeshwari Patwardhan
Ilhwan Park & Jiyeon Lee
Isabelle Parker
Andrea Parkes
Jose Pastor &  

Renee Pawlak
Andras Pattantyus & 

Alicia Masiulis
Tess Peppers &  

Brian Haagsman
Karen Perkins &  

David Simone
Megan Peters Ahalim & 

Sam Ahalim
Roozbeh Pirzadeh & 

Narges Masoudi
Regina & Mike Pohl
Howard Pollack &  

Hope Hudson
Martha Portillo
Alice Powlen Alden & 

Kai Alden
Penny Goldcamp & 

Michael Powlen
Jessica & Jason Pressman
Natasha Puri &  

Munish Kumar
Yunwei Qi & Lili Zhuang
David Quinn & Sharie Kumaishi
Rachel & Anthony Radziszewski
Rich Rava & Elisa Neipp
Brian Rawson
David Remahl & Monica Sircar
Yiwen Rong & Pan Jiang
Marc Rosaaen
Max Rosan
Lynne & John Rosenberg
Sarah Rosenberg & Paul Zuanich
Beth & Peter Rosenthal
Shu & Todd Rosenthal
Daniel & Rebekah Rubin
Julia Rubin & Jason Harlow
Joe Ruck & Donna Ito
Seda & Gokay Saldamli
Anu & Pulin Sanghvi
Vidya & Noah Schechtman
Jennifer Scott Teton & John Teton
Donna Seligman
Ahna Serendren Morrey & Charles Morrey III

Adam Sgrenci & Srijana Angdembey
Kate & Jonathan Shaw
Megan Shields Formato & Jamie Formato
Cathy Shields & Carl Stromsness
Milly Siegel
Jenny Silber Butah
Katy Silber
Tara Simms
Scott Sims & Nicole Makila
Vinita & Amar Singh
Igor Sinyak & Yulia Zak
Niket Sirsi & Tejaswini Ravindra
Mitch Slomiak
Siobhan & Mike Smith
Elizabeth & Adam Smith
Stu Snydman & Kathryn Hopkins
Ed Solano
Jeffrey Solomon & Heather Descollonges
Vishal Sood & Tripti Shrivastava
Stephanie & Skip Stevens
Jim Storey
Stephen Storey
Tibby Storey

Martha & Dominic Stryker
Ratchadaporn & Pasin Suriyentrakorn
Mary Ann Sweeney & Edward Ricco
Joy Sykes Leonard & Evan Leonard
Molly & Jorge Tapias
Masa & Marc Tasovac
Loli Tejeda
Gail & Nariman Teymourian
Konrad Thaler
Judy Thalheimer
Derek Tian & Alicia Tang
Aaron Tinker & Kari Seligman
Geoff Tranchina
Hai Anh Trinh & Huyen My Do
Holly & Hugo Troche
David Tucker & Sylvie Stefant
Izumi & Masatoshi Ueno
Diana Ungersma
Sonia Valdez & Caio Alejandro Arellano
Alethea & Jesse Van Hiller
Whitney & Dirk van Nouhuys
Carolyn Van Sciver
George Varian & Libby McMillan
Pascal Vienne & Ellie Chou
Brooke & Caspar Wagner
Lori Wainen-Linberg

Don Walsh
Joanne Walsh
David Walters
Claire Wampler
Philein Wang & Keith Weng
Debra Wanner
Kris Weber & Emily Graham
Priya & Dirk Wenzel
Ellen Wilkinson & Dimitris Stassinopoulos
Cathy Willett
Patrick Wilson & Mary Howell
Patty Wilson
Diana Wolf
Justin Worthington & Joanna Smiley
Dave Wuertele & Tomoko Shimaya
Calvin Yang & Peipei Chang
Jungjoo Yoon & Sunny Chung
Delvin Yuk & Daizie Labelle
David Zhao & Joyce Chen
Jesse Zimmer
Jeff & Jenn Zotz
Donna Zuckerberg
Holly & Mitchell Zuklie

HONOR AND MEMORIAL GIFTS

IN HONOR
In honor of Evie Plankinton
Gail Blackmarr & Max Heim

In honor of Gail Buschini
Debbie Baldwin

In honor of Gottfried Paasche
Franz Paasche

In honor of Jonathan and Patrick Moran
Patty & Oscar Moran

In honor of Julian Edward Mason
Mary Ann Sweeney & Edward Ricco

In honor of Justin, Maile and  
Kehau McCarthy

Dave Wuertele & Tomoko Shimaya

In honor of Magnolia, Otis & Lucas Stryker
Martha & Dominic Stryker

In honor of Marco & Brynn Miura
Patrick Wilson & Mary Howell
Patty Wilson

In honor of Michele and Toby Buschini
Gail & Bob Buschini

In honor of Peninsula School Teachers
Donna Seligman

In honor of Rose Castaneda
Ryan Castaneda & Candice Alfaro

In honor of Zander and Leland Meehan
Alice Newton & Danny Meehan

In honor of Theo Snydman
Stu Snydman & Kathryn Hopkins

IN MEMORY
In memory Alida Bockrath
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon

In memory of Allison Templeton	
Megan Shields Formato & Jamie Formato
Ryan Helton
Heather Horacek
Shu & Todd Rosenthal
Milly Siegel

Class of 2019 alums.
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In memory of Bernice & Bernard Silber
Jenny Silber Butah	
Katy Silber

In memory of Billie Shaw
Katy Silber

In memory of Eliot & Jean Blackwelder
Richard Merk & Brad Peyton

In memory of Elizabeth Few
Kathy Alberts & Garth Harwood

In memory of Emile Bruneau
Stephanie Bruneau
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Mary Lou Lacina

In memory of Evan Rauch
Brian Korek

In memory of Frances & Herbert Perkins
Ronnie Connell

In memory of Hanna Bergas
Lisby Hilgard Jecker
Stephen Storey

In memory of Isadore & Bessie Friedman
Laurie Friedman

In memory of Jane Lyons Moses
Elly Moses Cannon & Brian Cannon

In memory of John Van Sciver
Carolyn Van Sciver

In memory of Maida Kasle 
Rhoda Alexander	

In memory of Marion Conley
Pefy & Justin Cunningham

In memory of Matthew James Braniff
Ryan Braniff & Ali Berlin

In memory of Russell C. Evarts, PhD
Alice Evarts

In memory of Ruth Storey
Tibby Storey

In memory of Sandy Carnahan
Laura Bush
Sheila Gholson
Nancy Hess 
Martha Maris
Sharon Otte

In memory of Steve Walling-Brown
Sarah & Boris Korsunsky

In memory of Sue Friedlaender
Holly & Mitchell Zuklie

In memory of Susan Varian
Kelsey Hammond
Holly & Mitchell Zuklie

In memory of Tom Forrest
Tabitha Doniach

In memory of Werner Warmbrunn
Gottfried & Carol Paasche	
Stephen Storey

In memory of Woody & Ford Nichols
Bill Nichols

RAISE YOUR PADDLE
Jessica & David Axelrod
Jeff Baker & Shaula Kumaishi
Margot Berrill & Cameron Booth

Ryan Braniff & Ali Berlin
Gail & Bob Buschini
Michele Buschini
John Fuller & Katie Fischl Fuller
Karin & Jochen Heck
Ryan Helton
Bette Henley
Mary Hofstedt
Morten Jacobsen & Nell Triplett
Kara Juneau & Daniel Harrington
Jennifer Knestrick
Morten Jacobsen & Nell Triplett
Kathy Koo
Mary Lou Lacina
Beth Lee
Mark Lentczner & John Horigan
Mac Mason & Susanna Ricco
Rebecca & Jayant Menon
Misha Merrill & Keith Wescourt
Rachel & Britt Miura
Roozbeh Pirzadeh & Narges Masoudi
Rich Rava & Elisa Neipp
Anu & Pulin Sanghvi
Megan Shields Formato & Jamie Formato
Scott Sims & Nicole Makila
Judy Thalheimer
David Tucker & Sylvie Stefant
Alethea & Jesse Van Hiller

ENDOWMENT & TRUST FUND 2021-2022
Asma & Mohammed Ali
Hiruy Amanuel & Allison Littlefield
Adam Sgrenci & Srijana Angdembey
Mark Ankenman & Amanda Edmonds
Frank Arsenault & Renee LeBlanc
Claudia & Gabe Auxier
Srikant Ayyar & Prasanna Ramachandran
Katrin & Christof Bornhoevd
Lara & Roderick Cardamone
Ryan Castaneda & Candice Alfaro
Purdey Castle & Sam Wilson
Loretta Li
Pascal Vienne & Ellie Chou
Elizabeth & Konstantin Davydov
Pracheeti & Rushi Desai
Kremena & Henri Deshays
Saya & Ben Doitel
Mike Flynn-O’Brien & Alejandra Mora
Jesse Fourt & Christy Utter
James Antisdel & Nina Greenblatt
Sid Gupta & Mona Sheikh
Inge Hansen
Morten Jacobsen & Nell Triplett
Aran Johnson & Jennie Reboh
Joy Sykes Leonard & Evan Leonard
Leah & Amit Malhotra
Mac Mason & Susanna Ricco
Rachel & Britt Miura
Kelly & Jeffrey Mohr
Caroline & Amar Murugan
Bao & Cam Nguyen
Amod Panshikar & Rajeshwari Patwardhan
Ilhwan Park & Jiyeon Lee
Jessica & Jason Pressman
Yunwei Qi & Lili Zhuang
David Remahl & Monica Sircar
Daniel & Rebekah Rubin
Anu & Pulin Sanghvi
Kate & Jonathan Shaw

Vishal Sood & Tripti Shrivastava
Scott Sims & Nicole Makila
Jeffrey Solomon & Heather Descollonges
Gail & Nariman Teymourian
Alex Dunn & Kathryn Todd
Alisa & David Tu
Alethea & Jesse Van Hiller
Justin Worthington & Joanna Smiley
Calvin Yang & Peipei Chang
Jungjoo Yoon & Sunny Chung
Delvin Yuk & Daizie Labelle
Donna Zuckerberg

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION & 
COMMUNITY GIFTS
AmazonSmile
Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
BlueRise Ventures LLC
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Chronicle Books
Community Foundation of Greater Des 

Moines – Grateful Fund
eScrip
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Kepler’s
Morgan Stanley Gift Fund
PayPal Charitable Giving Fund
Renaissance Charitable Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Vanguard Charitable
The Walt Disney Company Foundation
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation

SPRING FAIR UNDERWRITING
Asma & Mohammed Ali
Hiruy Amanuel & Allison Littlefield
Jenny Angerman & John Polstra
James Antisdel & Nina Greenblatt
Claudia & Gabe Auxier
Jessica & David Axelrod
Srikant Ayyar & Prasanna Ramachandran
Joe & Sahana Baker-Malone
Jeff Baker & Shaula Kumaishi
Mireya & Fabio Benedetti
Ryan Braniff & Ali Berlin
Jean-Claude Brizard &  

Brooke Stafford-Brizard
Busy Burr & Mary Lea Kirven
Michele Buschini
Jennifer Carrico
Kurt Chen & YaYa Lin
Stephanie Choi-Freeman & Jeffrey Freeman
Matthew Coale
Emily & Erin Conley
Carlos Cunha & Monique de Bruin
Amy Day
Pracheeti & Rushi Desai
Kremena & Henri Deshays
Darin Donovan & Belinda Chlouber
Alex Dunn & Kathryn Todd
Sarah & Ben Duranske
Terry Ehrman
Nevada Elias-Merriman & Joshua Merriman
Renee Fadiman
Mike Flynn-O’Brien & Alejandra Mora
Liz & Tim Frank
Anna Gordon

Casey Hartman & Robin McCloskey
Jerry Hearn & Rebecca Reynolds
Bob & Sue Hiller
Mary Hofstedt
Ash Jafari
Aran Johnson & Jennie Reboh
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Andrea & Mike Jones
Kara Juneau & Daniel Harrington
Jennifer Knestrick
Aneesh Kulkarni & Rima Kanguri
Mary Lou Lacina
Lester Lee
Mark Lentczner & John Horigan
Thomas Lough & Pearl Del Rosario
Judy Martin
Kristi McClure
Paul & Jody Merritt
Dave Meyers
Patrick Miauton & Karen An-Miauton
Rachel & Britt Miura
Sharon & Robert Mueller
Fabio Necco & Aileen Sweeney
Megan & Stephen Neese
Maya Nelson
Vivian Neou & Ramon Curiel
Kathleen Olsen
Joanna Oshman
Isabelle Parker
Jen Parsons
Mark Paskin & Baq Haidri
Siddharth Patel
Janice Pickering
Sara Pirami
Roozbeh Pirzadeh & Narges Masoudi
Shani Podell & Leo Szilardy
David Quinn & Sharie Kumaishi
Brian Rawson
Daniel & Rebekah Rubin
Julia Rubin & Jason Harlow
Frank Sasagawa
Heather Schmidt
Elizabeth & Adam Smith
Debbie Soglin & Daniel Appelman
Maren Stever & Sef Kloninger
Liz Stinson
Joy Sykes Leonard & Evan Leonard
Jamie Templeton
Gail & Nariman Teymourian
Ashish Tholia
Jennifer Thompson
Hai Anh Trinh & Huyen My Do
Holly & Hugo Troche
Alethea & Jesse Van Hiller
Mark Wagner
Amy Wester
Jennifer Yu & Sean Burns

GIFTS IN KIND DONATIONS
Susan & Charles Elder
Bette Henley
Andrea & Mike Jones
Raji & Amod Panshikar
Lalitha Rangarajan
Mary Spangler
Brooke & Caspar Wagner
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Final art projects from our graduating 8th graders. Congratulations Class of 2022!
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