
P E N I N S U L A  S C H O O L

Letters From Katy

This is the last article that I will write 
for News Notes. I seem to be saying things like 
that more and more frequently lately. There is 
of course a sense of sadness with those words. 
I have really enjoyed working at Peninsula, so 
I know that I will miss many of the things that 
I am now doing for the last time. There is also 
a sense of disappointment because some of my 
visions for Peninsula will become a reality after 
I am gone, and yet, I know that is as it should 
be, and I know I will be excited to watch the 
process and hear about the accomplishments. 

While sadness and disappointment are 
always a component of saying goodbye, the 
dominant emotion is one of satisfaction and 
appreciation. It has been my job to serve 
the institution and work in a way that will 
leave it stronger than it was, and to help it 
adapt to changing needs while remaining 
true to its core values and historic character. 
Students are at the core of Peninsula. It is a 
strong learning community dedicated to 
kids. The program is designed so that the kids 
develop skills to succeed in any environment, 
whether it is the next school, the next social 
challenge, a job in the future, or a way of being 
in the world. While I have been Director of 
Peninsula, we have reaffirmed that our most 
important job is to help students reach their 
full potential and learn how to succeed in life.

Primarily, Peninsula has always had a 
learning paradigm, not a teaching paradigm, 
and I worked hard to foster, support and grow 
that commitment. When I started working 
here, I had a vision that if other people, other 
educators, could know who we are and what we 
offer in excellent education for kids, we could 
become nationally recognized as educational 
leaders. My goal for Peninsula to become 
‘nationally recognized’ motivated me to work 
hard to establish the Progressive Education 
Network, now in its fifth year of national 
prominence. Locally, I wanted others to know 

about us and discover who we are, to learn 
what we offer, and to understand why parents 
should choose to send their kids to Peninsula. 
Both close to home and nationally, my vision 
for Peninsula has been launched and is growing.

The heart of Peninsula is to enhance a 
thriving community of learners. In the next 
strategic planning process, the stage has been 
set to clarify our collective vision, to focus on 
our mission, and to identify our enduring core 
values. As soon as that foundational work is 
articulated, there will be an opportunity to 
determine how best to communicate a variety 
of core philosophical values at the school. It will 
be a wonderful time for the institution when 
it knows how to communicate the mission, 
the complex educational philosophy, and the 
extraordinary commitment to student learning. 
Peninsula will know how to tell the world that it 
is also a learning institution for adults and par-
ents as well as kids, and that there is a dedication 
to staff education as well as student learning.

Charles Darwin said, “It is not the 
strongest of species that survive, not the most 
intelligent, but the ones most responsive 
to change.” As Peninsula moves into a new 
chapter, I am confident that the stage has 
been set to be the most responsive to change 
and that everyone will work together for the 
common good, for the current kids, and also 
for all the kids in Peninsula’s future.

Kathy Ko o 
Named Int eri m 

Director

by Amy Fox, Board President
In March, the Board shared with 
the staff and parent community that Kathy 
Koo will serve as Peninsula School’s Interim 
Director beginning July 1, 2012. 

Kathy has served as the school’s Business 
Director since 2005, and is well known on 
campus as an administrative leader, a parent of 
five children – two alumni and three current 
Peninsula students – and an active volunteer 
and committee member. She has also served 
two terms on the Board of Directors, as a 
community-elected representative and a staff-
elected representative, and has served on the 
Board’s Executive Committee. 

Kathy holds a BA in Management Science 
from UC San Diego, an MBA and Public 
Management degree from Stanford Graduate 
School of Business, and is a Certified Public 
Accountant. Prior to joining the Peninsula 
School staff, Kathy was employed primarily in 
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Farewell to the Peninsula School Community

After nine years of wonderful work at Peninsula School, 
the Board and I have mutually agreed that it is time for me to leave 
my position as Director of the school. When I came to work at 
Peninsula in 2003, it was a different place than it is today. I have 
always had a certain vision for Peninsula, and that vision has 
brought the school to a place of institutional stability as well as a 
growing prominence as a model school for Progressive Education 
in the nation. We have worked together to achieve that vision, and 
the opportunity to lead Peninsula has been an honor.

My years at Peninsula have been filled with engaging chal-
lenges, bundles of joy, the happy sounds of children, caring and 
committed parents, and on a daily basis, stimulating encounters 
with dedicated staff. A five-year Strategic Plan was written and 
executed in six different goal areas: Staff Succession, Retention & 
Development; Engaging with the Community Beyond Peninsula; 
Identity & Cultural Preservation; Preparing Our Students for a 
Diverse World; Teaching & Learning; and Finance & Development. 

Over the years, we have accomplished so much in all of these areas:
•	 Our financial position is sound. We have a healthy balance 

sheet, a waiting list for enrollment, fiscal stability, and 
a thriving Fund Development department. We have a 
comprehensive, long-term facility plan. 

•	 All of the programs in the school have been identified, and a 
process for annual program review has been developed.

•	 During this period of anticipated staff retirements, the 
establishment of a process to mentor new teachers has 
allowed for successful teacher succession. 

•	 The identity and culture of the school has been studied 
and analyzed, and that work will provide the foundation 
for the Vision, Mission and Core Value work in the next 
Strategic Plan.

•	 Our association and connection to the Progressive 
Education Network (PEN) has allowed us to reach 
out to the ‘Outside World’ and ‘Engage with the 
Community Beyond Peninsula’ and has provided 
powerful opportunities for staff development.

•	 The Teaching Assistant program has evolved to include 
benefits, sick days and appropriate salary.

•	 We planned and instituted a staff retirement benefit policy 
that includes matching funds from the school.

•	 As an experienced, credentialed Special Education 
teacher, I am particularly proud of advancements in 
our institutionalized Student Study Team process, our 
relationship with local public schools for testing and 
IEP processes, and staff awareness and education.

•	 The Lower School teachers and I have improved the 
coordination and articulation of literacy across all classes 
with better evaluation, integration of best practices, and 
improved delivery of services to struggling kids. 

•	 The constant dedication to program articulation has 
improved the understanding of a Peninsula education for 
current parents and has also proved to be very helpful for 
prospective parents.

•	 Diversity at Peninsula has become a regular part of 
the conversation, and the staff is ready to develop an 
institutional road map for creating and supporting 
multicultural education and anti-bias curriculum.

•	 The Parent Involvement Committee has developed into 
a structure that keeps parents engaged in their child’s 
education while at the same time raising needed funds 
to support the operation of the school.

With the new strategic initiative approved by the Board of 
Directors, the school is well-positioned to accomplish work in 
the areas of Vision, Mission, and Core Values, Governance, and 
Communication. I have confidence in the Board’s Strategic 
Planning Committee, and I believe that they will be successful in 
accomplishing their goals. That work will contribute to the current 
stability of the school. As this planning process moves forward, I 
will remain involved in this effort as a consulting advisor to the 
school. I will also continue my connection with PEN.

As the school begins the process of searching for my 
replacement, I want to emphasize that the Board is committed 
to finding a professional educator who is dedicated to 
progressive practices and leading Peninsula into a prosperous 
and productive future. 

I have assured the Board that even with significant changes 
ahead, my focus and dedication to my work at Peninsula remains 
unwavering. I am fully committed to leading Peninsula until June 
30, my last day as Director of the school. Between now and then, 
there is much to be done, and I will begin each day as I have for the 
last nine years: I will roll up my sleeves and get to work. My open 
door policy remains in effect, and I welcome the opportunity to 
talk to you about Peninsula’s future. 

I look forward to seeing you around the school.

Sincerely, 
Katy Dalgleish
Director
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To KATY

Katy came to Peninsula School in 2003, with three 
decades of experience in education. By that time, 
she had taught at both public and private schools 
in Mountain View, Los Altos, Belmont, Cupertino, 
and Campbell. She helped establish Village School 

– a parent-participation, public school choice for 
families in the Campbell District. She assumed a 
hybrid role of teacher and administrator during 
the school’s nascent years, then turned fully to 
administration after the young institution took root.

Katy grew up and attended local public schools 
in San Mateo County. Informed by her three summers  
during high school when working as a camp counselor 
with special needs children, her first thought was to 
pursue a career teaching children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities. She earned two majors in college: 
Education; Speech, Communication and Theater. In two 
decades thereafter, she acquired the following teaching  
credentials: Multiple Subjects, Special Education, 
Resource Specialist, Educational Administration, Art, 
and Drama. She also worked on a Master’s in Special 
Education, and received a Master’s in Educational 
Administration from Bank Street College.

Katy was attracted to Peninsula School because 
of its “educational program, deep commitment to 
children and developmentally appropriate practices, 
philosophy, grounds, teacher autonomy, Activities 
and Choice, care with social and emotional 
development, field trips, camping, and parent 
participation.” It was everything that she dreamed 
about for all schools, and given various constraints in 
other environments, she had not seen it implemented 
the way it was realized at Peninsula. Katy has been 
and will continue to be steadfast in her conviction 
and optimism that “a Peninsula education and what 
kids get here could be a national model.”

Nine years ago, after an exhaustive, global 
search for just the “right” director for Peninsula 
School, we hired Katy. The school had recently 
found itself in deep debt, with the Board, 
staff and parents rightfully concerned about 
Peninsula’s future direction. Of the many 
candidates we interviewed and vetted, what 
struck us most about Katy was her relentlessly 

Continued next page

Katy at Graduation, June 2011

Tina & Chri s

Tina Anderson
Tina Anderson has worked at Peninsula 
School for 29 years! She has been a music 
teacher, an assistant, a parent, a bandleader, 
and an incredible community volunteer. She 
is well loved by the children and appreciated 
by her colleagues for the work, spirit, and 
physical energy she imbues in her extensive 
participation. She has always gone above 
and beyond, often helping others with their 
projects, and generally being that warm and 
friendly extra hand just when you need it! We 
will miss her daily presence.

Tina began working at Peninsula in 
1983 as Roger’s assistant. She substituted in 
other classrooms and in the studio activities 
as well. In 1986, she became Florrie’s part-
time assistant, bringing baby Molly with 
her at reading time. One would often see 
Tina pulling little Molly in her red wagon 
across campus, mom and daughter both with 
beautifully French-braided hair, laughing, 
singing, and cooing – such a sweet sight.

During her years as Florrie’s full-time 
assistant beginning in 1993, Tina became 
known for her skill in calligraphy. She 
produced many signs for school events, 
driveway announcements, and important 
occasions. She has left a legacy of fine and 
immaculate calligraphy signs, which we 
will continue to use again and again. Tina’s 
artistry does not stop there. She began a 
very magical tradition here at Peninsula: for 
several years now, kids, parents, and staff 
have come to school on some cold and frosty 
morning to find a path of golden leaves 
winding in spirals and through trees around 
the big field. Tina has been our yellow ginkgo 
leaf fairy, lifter of cold morning spirits, and 
resident nature-installation artist!

How about the ferns and flowers around 
campus? You can thank Tina for the native 
plants gracing the driveway, front corner 
and signpost areas. She has watered, weeded, 
planted, and otherwise been a huge contribu-
tor to the greening of the campus. She has 
given her time on the Buildings and Grounds 
committee throughout the years. Flowers 
and Tina just seem to go together – born in 

Continued on page 6
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upbeat approach to life and her can-do attitude. 
She brought with her a confidence that we 
could preserve the “amazing, magical place” 
(her description to the Search Committee 
upon commencing her final interview) and 
find our way out of debt without sacrificing the 
values and people we all held so dear. While 
many other candidates’ main focus was on 
our problems, Katy’s immediate recognition 
of the incredibly 
special place that is 
Peninsula School 
came shining through. 
Today, with Katy’s 
help and guidance, 
we are financially 
strong and continue 
to be the “amazing, 
magical” place that 
Peninsula has always 
been. And, as I know 
is her way, Katy leaves 
us a better place than 
she found it: we are 
now “on the map” of 
leading progressive 
schools, something we 
had never experienced 
before. Thank you, 
dear Katy. Enjoy your 
much-deserved rest! 

—K im Aitken  -Young

Katy is an extraordi-
nary person. She’s one 
of the most talented 
and perceptive educa-
tors I have ever known 
(and I have known 
quite a few). Every time I’ve had the pleasure 
of working with her, I’ve come away with new 
insights about kids and how they learn. She’s 
been a boon not just to the school, but to the 
whole Peninsula community. It’s hard to see 
her go, but you can be sure she’ll still be out in 
the wider world of education, contributing in 
her own marvelous way. I wish her great luck.

—Nancy Etchemendy

Katy has renewed and enlivened the very best 
of progressive education at Peninsula School. 
Her energy, tenacity and downright hard 

work have reaped benefits far beyond what is 
apparent on the surface. Peninsula School has 
grown and blossomed under her leadership! 

—Eileen and Rick Van Rheenen

Thank you for dedicating the past nine years 
to Peninsula School. Working with you 
on strategic planning provided invaluable 
insight into how so much of Peninsula’s 
educational program is now considered 
cutting edge and affirmed by scientific 
studies. You championed the hard work of 

intentionally looking at program, mission, 
vision and values, as well as governance, 
to ensure that a Peninsula education will 
be preserved for future generations. Your 
knowledge of and passion for progressive 
education will be missed! 

—Jennifer Dew de Castro 

Katy has been one amongst many 
substantial people who have come 
through the doors of Peninsula School 
as my teacher, Director, and leader.

As a teacher, she has offered me the 
opportunity to learn something about 
myself through her. She has encouraged me 
to pursue what my passions and interests 
are in how independent schools are run. 
Her love and knowledge of progressive 
education have been shared with many of 
us through books, travel and opportunities 
for interconnectedness. As a Director, her 
passion for team playing was in her daily 
practices, as was known by all who served on 
many committees, participated in meetings, 

and sought to collaboratively come to 
decision-making. Her model of grace 
and ease through this current period of 
momentous transition has been invaluable 
to my ongoing dropping away of any 
unnecessary holding. I wish Katy the very 
best, and I know that wherever she goes, she 
will bring her teachings and generosity to all. 
—Lucille Vitolo Dacanay

I offer my heartfelt, deep appreciation to Katy 
as she completes her years as the Director 
of Peninsula School. I first became a parent 

To Katy
Continued from page 3

Katy and Admin team as Ghostbusters on Halloween, 2009
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at Peninsula over forty years ago, then also 
a teacher, and now a grandparent as well. 
Among the many things I wished for my 
children, grandchildren, and other members 
of our community, there are four that come 
to mind as I think of Katy’s work here. I have 
wished for a school in which our commitment 
to diversity would be reflected not only in 
our sensibilities and respect for others, but 
also in our families and staff. I have wished 
for a school in which children with learning 
differences would have access to the resources 
of discerning expertise, in addition to our 
love and individual attention. I have wished 
for people to be offered the opportunity to 
generously share their financial resources, 
whatever their means, and to fully experience 
the gracious appreciation of those who raise 
funds on behalf of the children. I have wished 
for Peninsula to be part of the broader world 
of education, both to share what we feel is 
wonderful and nurturing to children who at-
tend Peninsula, and to have us learn from our 
colleagues from schools beyond our own.

In Katy’s tenure here, her vision, 
intelligence, hard work, and tenacity have 
served us well in supporting the flowering 
of the above areas of commitment. We are 
far beyond where we were when she arrived 
nine years ago. I am so grateful to her, and I 
wish her the best in the years to come. 
—Gail Buschini

In four years of knowing Katy, I am especially 
moved by her strong work ethic and 
dedication to our school, particularly in the 
capacity of professional development. Early 
on in my assuming the position of Childcare 
Coordinator, I was faced with the task of 
hiring new staff, and Katy’s support has been 
vital in developing and strengthening the 
“team” spirit amongst our childcare teachers. 
I have witnessed this same “team-building” 
spirit translate school-wide with Katy’s work 
as a Progressive Education Network (PEN) 
conference organizer, and am thankful for her 
leadership in making such opportunities for 
growth available to all our staff. 

On a more personal level, I have come 
to witness Katy’s good nature and strong will 
to seek out solutions, as well as her optimism. 
She has shown these qualities by twice 
raising funds for my non-profit organization 
benefiting the Bay Area Samoan community, 
and offering her support for relief efforts to 

help my homeland of Samoa during the 2009 
earthquake and tsunami. On behalf of the 
entire Childcare team, we wish you all the 
best, Katy, as you begin your next adventure! 

—Faga Misa

When I first started working at Peninsula, 
Katy told me that her job was to help me 
be successful at doing mine. For almost 
five years now, Katy has done just that. In 
almost every way that matters, she has been 
the director with whom every development 
director hopes to have the good fortune 
of working. She has been a collaborator, 
a fellow visionary, a good friend, and 
somebody who will share (with anybody 
who is willing to listen) that a Peninsula 
education is one of the best educations any 
child or adult could ever hope to receive. 
While I know that one of the things 
people most appreciate about Katy is her 
commitment to progressive education and 
the way she has connected us to the larger 
educational community, what I have always 
appreciated about Katy is who she has been 
for me personally and professionally – I will 
miss her smile, her optimism, her boundless 
energy, and the sheer enthusiasm with 
which she has led our school, through both 
good times and bad. Thank you, Katy, for 
your years of friendship and service. I know 
that you will continue to do great things for 
kids and for progressive education.

—Stacy Dryer

There is a little framed quote hanging next to 
my desk in the science lab that my father gave 
to me when I first started teaching. I look at 
it every day. It makes me think and reflect. 

“Becoming aware of the relationship of all 
living things to other living things is the 
key to knowing ourselves. It is the basis for 
understanding the intricate web of life. By 
what means can such experience be brought 
about? The challenge of the teacher is to set 
the stage so that this kind of learning can 
take place.” —Josephine Duveneck. I feel that 
this is not only “the challenge of the teacher” 
but also the challenge of the director in 
relationship to the staff. When I reflect on the 
time Katy has been here at Peninsula, I can 
see she has brought this about. In particular, 
Katy has set the stage for us as educators to 
make connections with other educators and 
other schools in the world of progressive 

education. Going to the PEN conferences 
has been an incredible opportunity – eye 
opening, mind opening and heart opening. 
The relationships that have been created are 
nourishing and strengthening, and have had 
direct impact on my everyday teaching. I 
see that we are not an isolated island, and 
that we are a part of the “intricate web” of 
education. The PEN conferences have been 
such a positive, enriching, and bonding 
professional experience that I can only see 
wanting to continue attending them in the 
future. Reflecting with the outside world on 
progressive education in turn helps me reflect 
inwardly and grow personally as a teacher. 
There are benefits in reaching out and building 
relationships not only with others outside 
the school, but also within our own staff. As 
a result, I believe we know ourselves better. 
Katy’s support in this wonderful experience is 
a key foundational piece for the future. I am 
so thankful that Katy put her time, energy 
and heart into making this happen. 

—André a de Wit

Katy is a visionary, pure and simple, and 
I will greatly miss the love and vision she 
brought to Peninsula School. Her excitement 
was infectious and heartfelt. She brought 
an energy to meetings that pushed people 
beyond their comfort zones and got us 
thinking, talking, arguing, resolving, voting, 
and moving. She was straightforward and 
dedicated, a woman who kept a vision in 
mind of where she hoped she could deliver us.

Katy was charged with the unenviable 
task of leading a progressive organization that 
has a love/hate relationship with leadership. 
Many of us are here because we refuse to 
blindly trust authority for authority’s sake. 
Katy rose to the task. She knew this, accepted 
it and even loved, challenged and embraced us 
for it. Occasionally, her dreams met resistance, 
and still she persevered. Katy put Peninsula on 
the map in the world of progressive education; 
indeed, she helped put progressive education 
back on our nation’s map, giving us tools to 
collaborate with other progressive educators. 
I always knew what kind of educator I wanted 
to be. Katy pointed me in that direction and 
then gave me the space I needed to grow. I will 
miss her dearly. 

—Kathleen  Flynn

Continued next page
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May, a Maypole maker, dancer, caller, and 
Spring Fair coordinator in the 90’s – she has 
seen it all grow.

Perhaps Tina’s most memorable role 
has been as our lower school music teacher. 
After Florrie retired in 1999, and our beloved 
Carolyn Cirimele moved on as music 
teacher, Tina began her new music position. 
She played her guitar with the little ones in 
Nursery and Kindergarten and led many 
a child into the realm of music and dance. 
Under Tina’s watch, the chorus has riveted 
audiences, and introduced children to the 
sheer joy of creating music together with their 
friends, using their own voices. How many of 
us have listened to Tina’s sweet voice, while 
driving, from a chorus practice CD, long 
after the kids needed to practice to it! Tina’s 
firm foundation in the joy of music has given 
a generation of kids the building blocks that 
help them grow a life-long connection to 
music with a self-awareness and confidence 
rarely supported elsewhere.

Tina’s background in psychology 
(UCLA) sparked her curiosity in bringing 
the children techniques from “brain 
gym” and other occupational therapy 
methodology, to work with movement, 
coordination, rhythm instruments, voice, 
and body percussion games and exercises 

– her cozy music room upstairs in the Big 
Building a perfect setting for classes.

Last but far from least is Tina’s part 
in the ‘Front Porch Band.’ Tina joined the 
FPB way back when Carolyn was the music 
teacher. Tina and her husband, Craig, 
have been the backbone of stability (with 
a few others) in the band as players have 
come and gone. Playing throughout the 
community over the years from weddings 
to memorials and everything in between, 
Tina is a mainstay with the band and will 
continue to play on the porch now and 
then throughout the school year – shakers, 
wooden frogs, and all!

Tina plans to substitute teach and visit 
frequently, so it is not really goodbye, but 
rather until we meet again!

—Eliz a T homas  and Florrie Forrest

I have admired Katy’s amazing and sustained 
passion for Peninsula School and our deep 
roots to progressive education. She has 
brought for me a newfound understanding 
and respect for what it means to be a 
progressive educational institution, and 
has taught me through so many varied 
opportunities and experiences how to better 
articulate and connect the ‘what we do here’ 
with the ‘what it means for our students, 
families and our communities at large.’ I 
look forward to carrying this movement 
forward as part of staff and as a parent, and 
feel grateful for all of the time, hard work 
and excitement Katy has continuously put 
forth to reenergize and emphasize for us 
the core tenets of progressive education. I 
am confident that we are all the better for it.

—Kathy  Koo  

It is a custom when we go camping with the 
students to leave the campground in better 
shape when we leave than it was when we 
arrived. I’d like to commend Katy for doing 
the same for Peninsula. In so many ways I 
feel she has improved Peninsula as a place 
for good teaching, and as a school that 
better knows and respects itself. For teachers, 
parents, and the community at large, I think 
she has empowered us to think better of 
ourselves and feel confident about our school. 
She has worked to make us less insular. She 
has been a knowledgeable conduit for public 
and private school practices and services that 
support learning differences. She has modeled 
a guided process for dealing with identifying 
and addressing learning differences and 
better directing families to support services. 
She has brought out a flashlight and shone it 
on our progressive education roots. She has 
developed in our community a better sense 
of our identity as a progressive school and 
a pride in our style of teaching. More than 
that, she has brought us in touch with other 
progressive schools and educators. She has 
turned our minds toward the national issues 
in progressive education, and encouraged 
us to step out into that scene. She has 
supported change that brought new faces 
to the classrooms and diverse approaches to 
teaching. I have been constantly impressed 
with the amount of energy she has devoted 

to this work, embracing the community with 
a positive attitude and a cheerful, upbeat 
presence. She is definitely leaving our school 
in beautiful shape. 

—Rebecca Reynolds

In wishing our school’s Director a fond 
farewell, I will take this opportunity to 
shine a well-deserved light on Katy. In 
2012, Peninsula is thriving, vital, and an 
exemplary progressive school. Katy has spent 
nine years at the helm of this ship and has 
navigated the school through some rocky 
waters. Katy has worked diligently to do the 
things that keep a school healthy and vibrant 
in its ability to provide quality education. 

During Katy’s time at Peninsula, she has 
shown huge commitment to many industrious, 
even epic, projects. Immediately, strategic 
planning comes to mind. Not just any strategic 
planning, but Peninsula’s first strategic plan. 
In true Peninsula style, our whole community 
participated. Katy was instrumental in holding 
the vision, providing guidance, and generally 
having great patience as we found our way. In 
addition, Katy’s involvement in the PEN has 
led the way for staff participation in these 
national conferences, which I have cherished. 
Many members of our staff have attended 
and presented, bringing the experiences 
back to the classroom, enriching the school, 
and expanding the depth and breadth of 
progressive education. This is a tradition well 
worth keeping!

Katy has done a vast amount of work 
helping bring policies and practices into 
alignment with principles. For example, our 
employee benefits have been extended to 
include both assistants and childcare staff. New 
teachers are mentored by retiring teachers for 
seamless transition. The staff is encouraged 
to participate in professional development, 
keeping our program fresh. Finally, among 
Katy’s biggest contributions to this school is 
her work with diversity and multiculturalism. 
She is committed to equity and fairness, and 
has brought that commitment to the forefront 
of community awareness. It is recognized 
as integral to learning, and the work will 
continue to flourish and grow thanks to Katy’s 
vision and leadership. 

I thank you, Katy, for your leadership, 
knowing how full of service to the school your 
time here has been. 

—Eliz a T homas

Tina and Chris
Continued from page 3

To Katy
Continued from page 5



P E N I N S U L A  S C H O O L  ·  S p r in  g  2 0 1 2

-7-

Tina Anderson, April 2012 Chris Titus Vale, April 2012

Chris Titus Vale
I remember vividly the moment I met 
Chris. It was the first day of school, 1998, 
my son Buck’s first day of kindergarten, and 
Chris’s first day as an assistant teacher in Josie’s 
classroom. She made an instant impression on 
me, with her forthright friendliness and quiet 
competence. I was fortunate enough to send 
two more children through the purifying fire 
of Josie’s classroom, and got to witness first-
hand the dynamic duo at work. Josie and Chris 
make a powerful team, with complementary 
styles and a balance of skills and talents that 
over the years has served hundreds of lucky 
children and their grateful families. 

Chris is a passionate, authentic presence 
in the classroom. I love to catch her in Josie’s 
kitchen in an intimate moment with one 
of the kids and witness the child’s delight at 
sharing a private joke or story with Chris. 
These moments invariably end with a laugh 
and a hug and a command to “Go play!” 
I’ve witnessed many such moments: magical 
moments that are filled with Chris’s easy 
warmth and generous spirit.

There is another kind of magic at 
work when Chris interacts with a group 
of prospective parents. As the mother of a 

Peninsula alumnus and one of the first teachers 
with whom parents come into contact, Chris 
is ideally positioned to articulate not only 
Josie’s program, but Peninsula’s core values as 
well. She is approachable, knowledgeable and 
well-spoken, and she’s a master at addressing 
new parents’ concerns. 

Chris’s artistic talents profoundly enrich 
the classroom. Throughout the year Chris 
partners with the kids so that they can dream 
big, then see their visions realized, be they 
self-portraits, letter collages, or costumes for 
the annual play. Chris is an example to the 
kids of what it means to bring creative self-
expression into one’s daily life. 

Chris has richly served the Peninsula 
community outside the classroom as well. For 
the last four years, Chris has been a member of 
the Finance Committee, where she has worked 
tirelessly as a liaison to the lower school. She 
has made invaluable contributions through her 
deep understanding of the budget process and 
skill at bringing people together. Her election 
to COPE, Peninsula School’s Council of Peers, 
demonstrates the universal high regard in 
which she is held by her colleagues.

Chris is an inspired teacher and valued 
member of the Peninsula staff, but for many of 

us, our primary connection to her is personal. 
She is a remarkable friend, the one you call 
for help in the wee hours, and the one who 
doesn’t hesitate to take the hot air out of your 
balloon. You always know where you stand 
with Chris, and where we all want to stand is 
very, very close.

I asked people who know and love 
Chris – colleagues, parents, and kids – to 
describe her. Here’s what I got: wonderful, 
open, giving, she helps us, welcoming, big 
hugs, always tuned in to the kids, totally 
really awesome, a good and loyal friend, 
a good listener, unflinchingly honest, 
resourceful, competent, solid as a rock, wise, 
well-spoken, so intelligent, quick-witted, 
funny, creative, artistic, beautiful, nice eyes, 
a gorgeous glorious woman, good jewelry, 
funky, fun-loving, a trouble-maker, a center 
of calm, I feel better just seeing her walk 
across the campus. 

If I were Chris, I would illustrate and 
arrange these words and phrases in a wildly 
colorful and compositionally dynamic 
collage. Even so, it wouldn’t begin to capture 
how much we love and admire this woman, 
and how much we are going to miss her.

—Merrill G ruver
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Com ing Back 
Hom e to 

Pe ninsula

Andromeda Garcelon, ’86 
When I knew Rob and I were starting a family, 
before our kids were even born, I realized that 
I wanted the joy of an education where curios-
ity is encouraged and children are respected. 
I thought back to my time at Peninsula, and 
how much I had learned and gained by being 
allowed to grow up on this tree-filled campus.

While many people tout Peninsula’s 
room for play and connection to the great 
outdoors, even the overall community it 
provides, all of which I certainly love and are 
benefits we want for our kids, it is actually the 
academics, which really hold Peninsula apart 
for me. I had always felt that when I finally 
encountered GRADES in my high school 
career, they were detrimental rather than 
helpful. At Peninsula, or BG (before grades), 
there was never a stopping point with an 
assignment or activity. I want my children to 
experience a school that asks you to continue 
engaging with a subject, rather than stopping 
at one pre-chosen goal. The learning that 
Peninsula offers makes a student work harder, 
yet feel better about the endeavor in the end. 
Why would I want something less for our 
kids? Now that they are both here, in Nursery 
Blue and in Kate’s kindergarten, they are 
growing, learning, and thriving at an amazing 
rate. I smile every day walking to pick them 
up and seeing them so happy at school, even 
on the hard long days. Having them here is 
even more wonderful than we imagined.

Joseph Baker-Malone, ’95
It’s funny how behaviors learned as a child can 
stay with one forever.

When some people look at a tree, they 
first think of what species it is, or what kind 
of fruit or nuts it bears. They might think of 
painting it, or photographing it, or even just 
how beautiful it looks. I look at the thickness 
and spacing of the branches, to determine 
how easy it would be to climb. 

I imagine that most Peninsula parents, if 
they were looking for a faculty or staff member 
and saw him or her on the other side of an 
open door as they walked by, might go right 

in to talk. But for me, if the door is the door 
to the staff room, it still seems like there’s an 
invisible wall there – you can’t be told not to 
go somewhere for eleven years and not have 
at least a little feeling of naughtiness even if 
you’re technically allowed to now. 

And I’m not sure other parents 
understand how, as I stood on the front 

porch the other morning, looking out 
into the big field while an upper-school 
class had P.E., I could have such a feeling 
of happiness and contentment. 

Peninsula still feels like a second home 
to me. Even though I will never again get to 
spend the hours and hours there that I did as 
a student, at least now I can stand on the front 

Heather Pang ’80, Michele Wheeler ’81, and Andromeda Garcelon ’86, April 2012

Joe Baker-Malone with daughters, Inara and Kaia, April 2012
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porch and look out, knowing a few things 
now that I didn’t then – like what happens 
at parent conferences, and what an amazing 
and surprisingly vast treasure trove the Parent 
Events storage in the basement is. And, most 
importantly, what an amazing and unique 
place Peninsula is. 

I can only hope that my daughters can 
come back 25 years from now and feel as I do.

Heather Allen Pang, ’80
I can’t imagine my childhood or my family 
growing up without Peninsula School. I was 
a student at Peninsula from kindergarten 
through 8th grade, as was my sister, Nancy. 
My best friends went to Peninsula, and my 
parents were friends with other Peninsula 
parents. My father served on the board. And 
when it came time for me to graduate, I was 
devastated, I did not want to leave, no matter 
how much I liked the idea of high school.

So when Alex and I had children, I knew 
I wanted them to go to Peninsula. And I felt 
so lucky that Alex seemed to like the idea, too. 
I knew we were going to find the traditions 
of progressive education alive and thriving at 
Peninsula. I had been back to campus from 
time to time, and was not surprised that the 
school had held strong to core principles of 
child-centered education, the joy of rope 
swings and mud, and some of the greatest 
teachers in the world. I was thrilled to be back.

But one thing did surprise me: how much 
the smells of different parts of the school 
brought back memories. On the first workday, 
I went down into Woodshop for something, 
and I was brought almost to a standstill by 
the distinctive, familiar smell of wood and 
the Peninsula basement. It was magical. I did 
not think much about it, until I was up in 

the Weaving room, and I opened up a glass 
fronted cabinet and the wool and mothballs 
and something I can’t even name wafted out 
and struck me with a cascade of memories. It 
happened in Clay, in the library, and under an 
oak tree, too. 

Memory is a funny thing. I didn’t know 
that smell would bring back so much, but 
in some ways it makes me feel even more 
confident about sending our children to 
Peninsula to make their own memories. 
And while they do that, I get to experience a 
different side of Peninsula, the side that was 
less visible to my student self. I get to see all 
the work that goes on to keep things running, 
to make sure those smells will touch year after 
year of children, and to support them through 
the exploration of who they are and who they 
want to become. 

Michele Wheeler , ’81
When I was a student at Peninsula School in 
the 1970’s and 80’s, I wasn’t very attentive to 
how the learning environment was structured 
(or not). I was simply a ragamuffin, a limit-
tester, a rope-swinger, and even a designer 
jean wearing (counter-culture at Peninsula in 
those days) 8th grader.

As a parent, I’m far more aware of the 
thoughtful educational environment and the 
rich and vibrant community my children are 
immersed in during their school days; I am ap-
preciative of how lucky our family is to be part 
of this community. My kids are aware of how 
special/different their school is, as they go about 
their days breathing in the fresh Peninsula air! 
They have friends in many other schools, and 
the differences these kids discuss in the backseat 
of my car on the way to various sports practices 
range from humorous to heartbreaking.

One of the things I value most about 
Peninsula is that it lets my kids be their 
quirky, unique selves, without shaving off the 
interesting contours of their personalities by 
structuring their activities and learning too 
tightly. They are able to pursue their passions 
because they have so many choices available 
to them. They can also try new things 
without judgment of the results, or any fear 
of ‘failure.’ Peninsula really does value process 
over product, and experience and learning 
over outcomes. It is a good balance for me, 
because ironically, I am seriously a product 
and result oriented person. Go figure.

I am most thankful to Peninsula 
for helping me develop a strong core of 
self-knowledge and confidence during my 
childhood. As an adult, I trust my own 
judgment, feel capable of working my way 
through things I want to accomplish, and 
am comfortable in my own skin, wrinkles 
and imperfections included. I also learned 
how to have and be a good friend, which has 
sustained some of my Peninsula relationships 
over many years, as well as being foundational 
to every other important relationship I have 
developed since graduating.

As an upper-schooler, we used to play ‘pile 
on’ with the rope swing. Since each swing back 
towards the stump fell a little further away, the 
kids at the end really had to LEAP. (Devon 
McFall-Morehead was last, and I was always 
second-to-last). I remember leaping with arms 
fully outstretched, literally flying many feet 
through the air, to catch the top of the rope. 
It was thrilling, and I learned to do this over 
the years with the rope and my peers, building 
skill and confidence with each effort. The staff 
and the environment trusted me – Peninsula 
literally gave me the freedom to fly.

finance related positions, but also worked as 
a consultant advising management teams in 
corporate strategy and operational initiatives.

With the myriad hats Kathy wears 
at Peninsula, she brings an ideal breadth 
of experience and understanding of 
perspectives, as well as a deep knowledge of 
the school, to this interim role. The Board 
is confident in her ability to lead the school 

during a period of transition. Please join us 
in welcoming Kathy to her new position.

The Board was also pleased to announce 
that Board members Renee Fadiman and 
Pam Law will co-chair the Search Committee 
for a new permanent Director. With their 
collective years of experience in such roles as 
board member, current parent, alumna, alum 
parent, and staff member, they bring to the 
search process a comprehensive perspective 
of and connection to the school’s past, 
present and future. The Search Committee 

will oversee a national search for the hire of 
a long-term Director for our school and will 
be comprised in a manner that is intended 
to honor and embrace input from all of 
the school’s relevant constituencies. The 
Committee’s first task will be to select a 
consultant to facilitate the process, and will 
share with the community related details on 
the search process as it evolves. The Board 
believes that the school’s reputation as a 
leader in progressive education will attract 
an excellent pool of candidates.

Kathy Koo
Continued from page 1
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A LUMNI 
CONNECT IONS

Alan Roodhouse,’58
My time at Peninsula School for 6th and 
8th grades (after 6th, Clarence Lack and 
Allan Strain decided that I should skip to 
8th grade the following year to improve my 
social behavior) was a turning point in my 
life. My previous public elementary school 
experience had left me with no discipline or 
focus. Interestingly, Peninsula’s looser format, 
conditioned with an expectation of personal 
responsibility, was the key. It enabled me 
to go on to three highly structured and 
demanding schools (a Jesuit high school, 
the US Naval Academy and Stanford Law 
School) and thrive.

Though I have had an interesting 
professional career ending with owning my 
own development company, my life really is 
all about my family and Catholic Faith.

Tully Wiedman, ’58
I tried to retire at the end of 2009 after 30+ 
years doing emergency medicine, but I keep 
getting sucked in by pleas of “just a few 
shifts.” Jacquie and I spend a lot of time with 
our horses, traveling and visiting with our 
children and grandchildren. It is a full life.

Randolph Huebsch,’62
Class of ’62. Great memories of Alan, Ira, Jo, 
Isadore, and Hanna, among other teachers. 
Wonderful trips to the Grand Canyon and 
Yosemite, on “Big Bertha.” Peninsula is 
where I did my first printing, both on the 
letterpress and on linoleum – the start of a 

long exploration of that process. Website: 
www.randhuebsch.com

Bob Mayer, ’62
I am happily married and have two 
children, Reid and Drew who are 23 and 
21, respectively. I went to Princeton, then to 
grad school in architecture at U. Penn. Then 
I traveled around the world for two years in 
Asia and Central Asia mainly ( Japan, India, 
Nepal, Afghanistan, etc.). When I got back, 
I practiced architecture for two years but got 
into doing a small real estate development, 
which made me like business. So I applied to 
Stanford Business School, was accepted, and 
went there from ’77 to ’79.

That’s the beginning part of my life. 
After that, I went to New York for a while 
in finance and met the love of my life, Lisa. 
We moved back to San Francisco and lived 
on Telegraph Hill for about 4 years in 
my little development property. Then we 
bought a property on Russian Hill that was 
condemned and in court, and tore it down. 
We just barely got our project built in 1983 
at 18% interest rate. That’s still where we live.

We had two boys, great young men. Our 
older boy is in finance now. Our younger 
boy wants to be an architect. Both of them 
are gifted students and doing great. My wife 
has been in finance for 25 years with major 
firms. I got sick of finance at the end of the 
1980’s and went out on my own as a real 
estate developer. I have built my own micro 
empire of apartments in San Francisco. It’s 
pretty successful.

I am building an airplane with my son 
in Florida at the manufacturer’s build center. 
It’s a 4-seat high performance composite. Lisa 
and I trekked into Mt. Everest last November. 
We regularly go to Sun Valley and the Sierras. 
We also collect art, mainly photography.

I haven’t kept in touch with anybody 
from Peninsula School mostly because the 
timing for various events was bad. Also, I was 
the one who was bored to death by school at 
that time and spent time with my friend, Kit, 
out in the trees, etc. But it all ended up OK. 
Hope everybody else from ’62 is doing great.

David Ecsery, ’71
I attended Peninsula School in 1st grade 
only, 1963-64, followed by several years in 
the Redwood City public schools and then 
Ravenswood High School, which was an 

obvious destination for Peninsula alumni of 
my approximate age. I have a music degree 
from San Francisco State University and an 
MS in computer science from CSU Hayward; 
I’ve been using the latter to earn my living 
for quite a few years now, currently with 
InnoPath Software in Sunnyvale.

I’m married to Ginny Weersing, who is a 
Marriage and Family Therapist, and we have 
a five-year-old son, Eli, who will be entering 
kindergarten in a few months.

It’s been fun to reconnect with a few of my 
fellow alumni on Facebook; actually, I hadn’t 
realized how many were at Ravenswood with 
me, including several members of that first 
grade class. I did go back with my mom for 
a few events during my early years, and was 
part of the Peninsula School Adult Choir in 
1974 (quite a nice experience – we performed 
the Bach Magnificat in D). I might also add 
that the inside of the Big Building has a layer 
of paint that I helped put on – buried beneath 
many subsequent layers, no doubt.

Kerry Collins, ’74
I am happily living outside Seattle with my 
husband and two dogs. We are blessed with 
a beautiful 21-year-old daughter, who has 
just finished her junior year at NYU. My own 
degree is a BS in Psychology from St. Mary’s 
College in Moraga. Go Gaels!

I have been with Voicestream and 
T-Mobile for about 15 years. My job takes me 
to some cool exotic places – Panama, South 
East Asia – and some not so cool places in 
the US. Spending 5 weeks in the summer in 
Yuma, Arizona is not all as much fun as it 
might sound. 

My favorite memories are the weaving 
room with Billie, and chorus with Denny. 
Not to mention my special seat on the couch 

Alan and wife, Donna

Kerry and husband in Hawaii
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in the library. Who in the class of 1974 does 
not remember sitting on the trampoline 
waiting for any unsuspecting adult to walk by 
and get bombarded with pleas to spot us for 
10 minutes of jumping. Above all, I remember 
Magda reading out loud to us every day, and 
Steve Walters’ musical start of the day.

Panos Koutsoyannis,’80
The first computer I ever touched was at 
Peninsula in Dottie’s class, which was 3rd 
grade. It was a commodore PET and I never 
looked back. I remember spending hours in 
the computer lab at the top of the haunted 
stairs playing with them. I now lead the 
GOOGLE Access effort across big chunks of 
Emerging Markets. What does that mean? It is 
basically Google-Peace-Corps. You figure out 
what the barriers are for people accessing the 
internet and then we launch projects to open 
up the internet. That is anything from wiring 
villages to investing in sub-sea cable systems 
across the African seaboard. It also includes 
some pretty out-of-sight technologies 
developed by Google R&D and some 
Macgyver home-brew stuff like attaching a 
wok to a USB device to extend wifi across a 
village square.  It’s really a lot of fun.

Holly Varian Zuklie, ’82
I’m living in Portola Valley with my husband, 
Mitch, and kids, Hannah (Peninsula Class 
of ’13) and Angus (’15). I have worked in 
schools for the past 20 years, particularly 
at The Girls’ Middle School, where I have 
worked with Renee Fadiman (’81) for the 
past 15(!) years. It is wonderful to drive to 
Peninsula every day as a parent.

Lizzie Cannom Fong, ’83
Our family is fulfilling a long-held dream, 
and will be spending the next 3 months in 
Costa Rica. We are really excited about this 
adventure together. If you like, come along 
online! FongFamilyPuraVida.blogspot.com

Ariel Frager, ’84
Hey there Peninsula! Exciting news from 
Portland, Oregon – my husband and I 
welcomed our first kid into the world. Ezra 
Bennett Needler was born in December and 
is a delight. I’m off from my work as an Art 
Therapist for the Portland Public School 
District for the year to hang out with him. 
The day before he was born, I finished 

editing a short film that I am hoping will 
be screened at Jewish Film Festivals in the 
coming year. I am also working on a book 
about the long journey to become Ezra’s 
mom. Mostly, however, I nurse him, change 
diapers, and dance around the living room. 
It is by far the best job I have ever had.

Jon Anderson, ’85
While I only attended Peninsula a few years, it 
left a lasting impression on me.  I now live in 
Duluth, Georgia with my wife, Marianne, and 
our two daughters, Mazie (8) and Bailey (6). 
We visited Peninsula School on our Spring 
Break trip this year. We stayed and played on 
campus for hours, and the girls loved it. They 
climbed trees, enjoyed the ducks in the mud 
puddle, climbed on the logs and slid down the 

twisty slide. I remembered my friends from 
my early childhood at Peninsula, L.T. Ginn 
and Jon Maguire, as well as walking to school 
with my brother from the train station. Hard 
to believe what young kids were allowed to 
do back then! I was also happy to see that the 
Redwood planted in memory of my brother 
Jim Brown was alive and so tall. I was happy 
to show my family the school. We are back in 
Georgia settling in now, and I hope to be in 
touch with other old classmates in the future. 

Jessica Morrell, ’92
The past twenty years have been unexpectedly 
eventful for me. I started college early, at the 
age of 16, only to have my studies delayed 

Panos in front of the village where he is currently working Ariel with son, Ezra

Jon and family on the front steps of the Big Building Jessica Morrell

Continued next page



P E N I N S U L A  S C H O O L  ·  S p r in  g  2 0 1 2

-12-

for a couple of years by two car accidents. 
After returning to school, I obtained an AA 
degree in the Liberal Arts and a Certificate 
of Achievement in Technical Writing. My 
academic pursuits were then put on hold 
for ten years in order to raise my son, Craig, 
who is a joyful child with plenty of energy 
to spare. I have worn many hats, including 
those of “Data Librarian” at Oracle and 
“Executive Assistant” at GarageGames, a 
game development company. This coming 
June, I expect to graduate summa cum laude 
(with a GPA of 4.13) from the University of 
Oregon, with a Bachelor’s in the Humanities 
and a minor in English. I will be continuing 

on to graduate school and pursuing either 
a Master’s in Library Science or a PhD in 
Philosophy. My son, Craig, plays the piano 
and marimba, is an active gymnast, and 
also participates in a local peer mediation 
program, nature camp, and science club. 

Justin Quan, ’92
Of all the schools I have attended, none of 
them has a place in my heart like Peninsula. 
I am married now for four years. We have 
a wonderful daughter, Journey, and are 
expecting a little boy, Juneau, in early May. 
We own a company called Moonlight Feather, 
Inc., which we built from scratch in our 
garage. We have done very well in the feather 
business. We are in preparation now to launch 
a new brand named after my wife, Joey Quan. 

Life has been a non-stop 
adventure for us. I hope 
all my classmates, teachers 
and friends are well and 
know that I miss them.

Bree Abrams 
Mahlum, ’96

After graduating in 2000 
from Harbor High in 
Santa Cruz, I ended 
up at the University 
of Washington in 
Seattle and graduated 
in  Communications. My 
husband (whom I met 
freshman year at UW) 
and I got married in 2009, 
he was working at WaMu 

(then Chase) at the time and I was at Expedia 
working in online media in the Hotel Photos 
department. We love to travel and started 
talking about potentially moving shortly 
after coming back from our honeymoon in 
Europe.  Luckily  enough, Chase offered to 
move him across the country to their New 
Jersey office. We now live in the Paulus 
Hook neighborhood of Jersey City with our 
monster cat, Morgan. After doing a short 
stint at Travelocity, the company decided to 
close their New York office. I’m now working 
as an Account Manager at Shutterstock in 
the Financial District of New York City and 
love it. In my free time, I ride horses, enjoy 
exploring the city, love photography, find 
new hikes to take and research different 
options for upcoming trips.  I would love to 
catch up with others from the class of ’96.

Pefy Fraser, ’02 
I will be graduating with my Master’s in Social 
Work this May (’12). Next for me is beginning 
a job working for the state of Arizona. I will 
be working with children and their families. 
I eventually hope to transition into doing 
school social work, but I will be doing case 
management for a few years as I get started. 
I’m excited for what is to come and constantly 
remember and appreciate the influence 
Peninsula has had on me, my education and 
my emerging career!

More 
Transition s

Livy Siegel (’01), who has worked as an upper 
school assistant for the last two years – first in 
6th, then 5th grade – will enter the Graduate 
School of Education at UC Berkeley this fall 
to study toward a Master’s in Education, as 
well as Single Subject credentialing in English.

Logan Rosenberg, the 6th grade assistant 
this year, has enriched the upper school 
Choice offerings with the knowledge and 
skills of a versed naturalist. He will marry 
Milly Maples of Tennessee on June 16. 
Upon the completion of a Master’s degree 
in Environmental Education from Prescott 
College, Arizona this spring, he is poised to 
pursue a long-envisioned career in this field.

Alumni
Continued from page 7

Bree riding her horse

Justin and family
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Le a rning by 
Te ac hing

by Lucayo Casillas
Five alumni, who currently attend Summit or 
Everest High School, turned their spring intersession 
period in January into self-designed internships at 
Peninsula: Allegra Mangione assisted in Weaving, 
Ben Dryer in upper school music, Bixby Ponteri 
in Clay, and Harry Justus in the library; Lucayo 
Casillas taught 7th and 8th grades a Native 
Americans unit, in addition to assisting in Choice.

Returning to Peninsula for a month has been 
an astonishing experience. Not only was I able 
to share the history of my ancestors with the 
kids there, but I was also able to spend time 
in a place that was like a home to me. While 
99% of the freshman class at Everest chose an 
elective to pursue for intersession, I instead 
selected an internship at Peninsula. There 
I aided in the design and the delivery of the 
Native American unit. In my 8th grade year, I 
was given the option to teach the unit to Mel’s 
class, which was a magnificent experience for 
me. History, especially of Indian people, has 
been a passion of mine for years, so having a 
chance to share all the knowledge I’ve gath-
ered truly made me feel rather exulted. I made 

the choice to teach again to once more show 
the perspectives and the stories of Indian 
people. The history of Indian people is told, 
but is done so in a mediocre to poor manner 
in this country’s education system. Native 
people are treated as “side characters” in most 
of America’s textbooks, when in reality Indian 
people have contributed more to this nation’s 
development than perceived by the average 
person. Also I believe that analyzing different 
perspectives of the same story aids in one’s 
intellectual development. 

Teaching the 7th graders definitely 
related to my personal experiences at 
Peninsula. Throughout my years at Peninsula, 
I’ve always openly shared facts and opinions 
regarding history, and teaching the 7th 
grade was essentially doing that in a more 
structured and formal way. Over the four 
weeks I spent at Peninsula, I gave lectures 
about specific events and assisted in the 
facilitation of the students’ projects. Being 
within the class day after day gave me an 
opportunity to witness the increase in the 
students’ knowledge, along with an increase 
in my own. Seeing perspectives develop as a 
result of what you say is a unique experience 
that only someone like a teacher can really 
discern, and I was lucky to be that teacher.

Subsequent to my teaching experience 
at Peninsula, I have realized that teaching 

history may be the path I wish to pursue, 
but without the autonomy, independence, 
and other vital attributes Peninsula 
promotes, I may not have been able to 
contemplate this potential decision. 
Teaching at Peninsula enhanced certain 
aspects of my character, such as patience 
and responsibility, so I am utterly thankful 
for the wonderful opportunity, which the 
school and its teachers provided me.

Cla s s  of 2012’s 
Co lla b orative 

Qu ilt Project

We are in the second year of a new tradition at 
Peninsula School, the annual ‘Alumni Collaborative 
Project,’ which gives alumni a way to connect with 
Peninsula by working individually yet together, 
working creatively, trying something new or having 
a chance to shine in a personal strength. We hope 
to create an annual project, different from year to 
year, in which many alumni can participate, and the 
fruits of which are shared with our whole community. 
While some people participate each year, not every-
one needs to do each project. Over time, we hope 
that each alumnae/us will get to participate in the 
projects that speak to her or him personally. For this 
year, alumni created quilt squares about Peninsula, 

a time, place, or memory that has meaning for them, 
along with a short description of how that quilt 
square connects to Peninsula.

Through this tradition of the Alumni 
Collaborative Project, each year, we extend a 
welcome to our soon-to-be fellow Peninsula 
alumni, the 8th graders. This allows them to reflect 
on their time at Peninsula and to discover that 
there are ways to stay connected after graduation. 
It is also an opportunity for our wonderful alumni 
community to invite these wise young students to 
our ranks. Welcome, Class of 2012!

—Andromeda Garcelon

The reason I love 
camping trips is be-
cause of all the time 
my classmates and I 
have together. Also, 
my other favorite 

part of it is that every year, the days of the 
trip increase by one day, so everyone has more 
quality time by themselves or with friends. 
I also love doing this, because we get to be 
outside and away from our class, and we don’t 
have homework. 

—Aidan Milburn

An event that hap-
pened in 6th grade is 
the reason that a mud 
puddle is on my quilt 
square. A few girls in 
our class and I were 
making mud pies and 
we started throwing 
them at each other, and it just escalated from 
there. After we had been throwing mud around 
for about 10 minutes, we were all covered in 

Lucayo Casillas as Captain Hook in his 8th grade 
production of Peter Pan, June 2011

Continued next page
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mud. This was the most fun I have ever had at 
Peninsula in the 7 years I have been here. 

—Alissa Hall

I made a basketball 
court because I love 
sports and hanging 
out. My friends and I 
always hang out at the 
basketball court and, 
when we do, we always 
play sports, mainly 

basketball. It is fun sitting on the benches and 
it is really fun when we laugh. The basketball 
court reminds me of Peninsula because it is 
a great place to hang out, just like Peninsula. 
Also we always have a great time even when we 
are not in the mood. 

—Ally Aber

Every day at Peninsula generates new 
memories that I could have put down, but I 
decided to put down the few memories that 
embodied my entire life at Peninsula instead 
of great memories with no deep meaning. The 
first image is of a bird, which symbolizes the 
song “Free Bird” by 
Lynyrd Skynyrd. It 
was sung by a kid at 
our school in 2008; 
it was the first time I 
heard that song and 
it moved me. It made 
me realize the impor-
tance of freedom in 
a child’s education and how well Peninsula 
delivers this. The second memory is of a tree 
in Nursery Blue; just playing around that kind 
of nature is another extremely important part 
in a child’s education. It helps them realize 
that we should honor the power that created 
us. Each piece of the quilt expresses a different 
freedom of Peninsula. 

—Ben Hickman

The image on my quilt 
square represents 
my relationship to 
Peninsula. It repre-
sents this school as 
my home. I am more 
comfortable at my 
home than anywhere 
on earth, but Peninsula has been a very close 

second. I want people to know, Peninsula is 
my second home. 

—Cole Quinn

I feel this tree rep-
resents the spirit of 
Peninsula perfectly. 
It embodies the 
freedom and growth 
I received from my 
time at Peninsula. 
The spirals in the blue 
background represent the lives of all people at 
Peninsula spiraling around, and meeting each 
other. The spiral background also serves to 
embody Peninsula’s wild and unkempt envi-
ronment, an environment that is at the same 
time dominated by a wise and welcoming tree. 

—Danny K eane

In the ten years of 
going to Peninsula 
school, PE was always 
my favorite part of 
the day. I remember 
playing Gaga in the 
Gaga court whenever 
I had the chance. As I 

got older and was introduced to all types of 
sports and games, I started trying my hand at 
other sports and haven’t looked back. Now 
that I’m in the eighth grade and super nostal-
gic all the time, when I go into the big field 
and jump back in that colorful octagon, I real-
ize the Gaga court is just simply AWESOME! 

—Elias  Stassinopoulos 

My quilt square is a picture of a tooth with 
wings and a crown, which represents the tooth 
fairy to me. The tooth fairy reminds me of 
my first experience at Peninsula. When I first 
shadowed at Peninsula (which was actually 
in the summer at Peninsula’s summer camp), 
I was really scared, but Camerina invited me 
to do some of the arts and crafts the other 
students were making.

I looked at all the crafts, and I noticed 
a big pile of patterned fabric. There were a 
few kids around the little table sewing tiny 
pouches, and I wanted to try it too. I was 
really shy, so it took me a while to muster up 
the courage to ask her if I could try it, but 
when I did she said yes. When I sat down to 
make one of these tiny pouches, Camerina 

explained to me that the other kids were 
making ‘tooth pouches’ to store their lost 
teeth in, until the tooth fairy came to take the 
teeth away in exchange for money.

I picked out a lagoon blue fabric, with 
little yellow moons and stars. I threaded my 
needle with the help of one of the assistants, 
and sewed a few stitches. I looked across the 
table and saw another little girl, with short 
curly brown hair. It turns out that was Noemie, 
but I didn’t know that 
then. She welcomed 
me and said hi, which 
made me feel a lot 
better. I later played 
on the monkey bars 
with her. That’s really 
all I remember about 
that experience, but I 
just remember it being scary, and then turning 
into a lot of fun once I met a few other kids. 
On the way home in the car I had a huge pile 
of crafts and was so excited that I couldn’t stop 
telling my mom about the people I met and 
the different art projects I had done. I vaguely 
remember making a green paper crocodile 
with red eyes, but the tooth pouch is what 
stood out to me the most. 

—Emma Waldspurger

My fabric square is the 
tree tunnel that used 
to be near the fire es-
cape. I remember the 
first time I ever went 
through the tunnel, I 
just looked around in 
awe. I remember hid-

ing in the little hole in the trees in the tunnel. 
I remember always wanting to climb the trees 
but never being able to because they were too 
skinny. I also remember sitting on the little 
bench that was slightly tucked away in the 
trees. But I also remember the day I found out 
that it was being closed off and a path was be-
ing put around it. I remember every day when 
I went to pick up my little brother, I would 
jump the security tape and walk through it. I 
had some of my fondest memories there. 

—Henry Choi Freeman

My quilt square is of the forest behind Annie’s. 
This was my first experience at Peninsula and I 
will always remember it. I liked that it was so 
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thick that you could 
not get, or even see, 
all the way through 
it. It felt like a real 
adventure. 

—Jarett  Baker -Dunn

My square doesn’t 
really relate to any 
one memory. I have 
always spent a lot of 
time in Weaving, es-
pecially during Upper 
School. My square 
represents the happy 

time I’ve spent up in the Weaving Room with 
a shuttle and a bobbin. 

—Kate  B owers

When I think of Peninsula I think of the tree 
house, since climbing it was the first thing I 
did when I came here in 6th grade. Sitting 
in the tree house is sort of a paradise, and in 
my mind Peninsula itself is a paradise. I don’t 
think of a school when it comes to Peninsula, 
it’s more like a home to me. 

—Leo Davis

One of my favorite memories of Peninsula was 
playing on the monkey bars outside the sixth-
grade classroom. My first year at Peninsula 
was in sixth grade (Garv’s) and I wanted to 
make new friends. 
You see, I’ve been the 
new kid at a school 
before and I was so 
shy I didn’t get close 
to anyone. When I 
made friends here, my 
friends and I wanted 
a place to hang out, 
and the monkey bars seemed to be the perfect 
place to hang out. During our free time, we 
would go there to hang around and just talk. 
In fact, one of my friends and I made a routine 
on the monkey bars and I still remember it. I 
also loved climbing the tree right next to it. I 
will never forget my time at Peninsula and my 
time on the monkey bars. 

—Martina  Pedersen

When I was in 3rd grade, one of my fondest 
memories was climbing over the limit. There 
is a redwood tree in the back that was so much 

fun to climb. I re-
member Gail telling 
us that you can’t go 
over a tree to the left. 
That is what the two 
trees on my square 
represent to me. 

—Nate  G riffin

My quilt square represents playing pretend 
when I was little. Because Peninsula 
preschoolers have all day to play around, and 
awesome scenery and play equipment, it is 
easy to turn a broken down boat into a pirate 
ship. Also, Peninsula is very supportive 

of creativity and 
individuality, so we 
can have our heads 
float up as far as we 
want away from earth, 
which is what my 
spirals and squiggles 
stand for. The stars 
on my quilt square 

represent the dreams that you have when 
you are little – unrealistic, unbelievable, 
and Peninsula School doesn’t shoot those 
dreams down just because they are wishful 
and impossible. 

—Noemie Cloutier 

The quilt square is a pine tree and a river, 
which reminds me of camping. The fact that 
we get to go camping is probably one of my 
favorite things about Peninsula. I have always 
loved it and getting to go with your friends 
makes it even bet-
ter. I have memories 
from being seven and 
going for two days, 
and feeling like I was 
a “big kid” because 
I got to go camping 
with school – then 
swimming in the 
creek and seeing the “huge” tree falling over 
into the river. I think Peninsula has made me 
like camping even more. Now whenever I go 
camping, I will think of Peninsula. 

—Rian D ondero

My quilt square is an encapsulated memory, 
one that is very dear to me. It is precious for a 
number of reasons: first, the sheer enjoyment 

of the event, but it is also special because it 
represents my life at Peninsula in my mind. 

This is the memory: The class was in sixth 
grade, Garv’s class, and we were on our spring 
camping trip. I think it was the evening of the 
second day, or perhaps the third, and Garv 
got the class crowded under a single camping 
canopy for the before-bed meeting. While the 
weather forecast had said it would precipitate 
that week, no one had really paid it much 
attention until towards the end of that meet-
ing, when the weatherman made good on 

his promise and the 
rain started falling. 
Everyone huddled 
close to try and keep 
as dry as possible, and 
the meeting contin-
ued. When we first 
saw lightning, we 
counted the seconds 

between the flash and the boom of thunder so 
as to figure out how far the storm was. It took 
us several attempts to get the formula right, 
but we were soothed to know that it was  
several miles distant. After the meeting, 
people slowly drifted off to bed, running and 
laughing through the downpour toward the 
refuge of their tents. I was one of the last peo-
ple out, clustered under the canopy. Several 
instruments were broken out, and classic 
songs were played. I ran to get my harmonica 
and joined in with the guitars and the rain. 

—Sam P ollack

My quilt square is of the swings behind 
Roger’s and Graceann’s. I picked this for 
my quilt square because in my experience at 
Peninsula, I have had so, so many memories 
there. There are too 
many to name. One 
of them is every day 
in 6th grade, Taylor, 
Martina and I all ate 
lunch there; we hung 
out at the swings 
A LOT. The other 
reason I chose to do 
the swings was because every time I think 
of Peninsula, I think of my childhood and 
how my favorite thing to do was to swing on 
the swings. Whenever we went to the park 

Continued on back page
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In Memoriam

Brian Tailleur
Brian Tailleur, who was on staff 1973-74 
assisting Florrie Forrest and Elizabeth 
Aitken in the 1st/2nd grade classroom, 
died on February 7, 2012 in San Ramon, 
California. He was 60 years old.

John Shippee
Alumnus John Shippee of Atlanta, 
Georgia, passed away Dec. 27, 2011. He at-

tended Peninsula 
School in the 
early 1950’s, as 
did his sister, Lisa 
Shippee Duhl. 
He was left with a 
lifetime of memo-
ries that had him 
reconnect with 

our school as an adult. He helped with 
special fundraising projects at Peninsula 

in the last decade, from Peninsula Partners 
for the Future to a special fund to help 
teachers involve students in community 
service. He had a love of life, peace, and 
education. John stayed an active supporter 
of the things he believed in throughout 
his life. His kind smile and ready laugh 
will be missed by friends and family.

Robert Howard
Robert Howard, who attended Peninsula 
School 1967-74, died along with his wife 
and two daughters on July 22, 2011 in a 
car accident while vacationing in Kootenay 
National Park, British Columbia, Canada. 
He was 48. His wife, Ana-Maria Dias, came 
to the United States when her family fled 
war-torn Angola during the late 1970’s. 
Their daughter, Samantha, who went by 
Sam, was born in 1999, followed two years 
later by Veronica, who everyone called 

Nica. When Robert was 3, his father joined 
the Stanford faculty, and the family relo-
cated from Boston to Palo Alto. He earned 
a Bachelor’s and a Master’s in Mechanical 
Engineering from Stanford, and joined 
Apple at the time of its first renaissance of 
product design. Early on, he was awarded a 
patent for a tilt and swivel stand and then 
earned several more in quick order. He had 
a gift for and love of design, and shared this 
gift by returning to Stanford to teach prod-
uct design classes. At Lunar, an engineering 
and industrial design firm, he took a lead 
role running the 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
group, and had a 
reputation for be-
ing   “wicked fast, 
smart, funny, but 
always kind.”

REU NIONS AT  
THE  FAIR

Andromeda Garcelon
It was a sunny, beautiful, and bustling 
day at the Spring Fair. As the 40th this 
year it was a special celebration, and it felt 
like it! It was well attended and busy with 
demonstrations, ping-pong, music from 
kids and adults, a flash mob, and of course 
strawberry shortcake. We saw many faces of 
PALS (Parents of Alumni Students), former 
staff, former Fair coordinators, and especially 
our alumni. Among the alumni, ranging from 
the Class of 1940 to last year’s graduates, were 
two classes celebrating their big reunions. 
Several classmates from 1992 came for their 
20th reunion, with friends, partners, parents 
and even some babies in tow. They gathered 
for lunch at the café tables in the auditorium, 
were there chatting for a long time, and made 
the room, which was decorated with old 

photos and timeline, very inviting for other 
alumni and fairgoers who wandered through 
to see the displays and peruse old yearbooks.

Most notably, five members of the Class 
of 1962 celebrated their 50th reunion, with 
many of their other classmates writing in 
with messages and notes. In attendance were 
Laurie Friedman, Tinki Bock, Steve Lubin, 
Kathy Conley, and Julia Kasle Brown. This 

exuberant bunch was hard to catch up with, 
as they were so busy enjoying the delights of 
the day! They were all over campus, savoring 

the foods and desserts, 
picking t-shirts, watching 
the improv performance, 
viewing the displays of 
photos, looking at their 
yearbook, and generally 
having a good time 
chatting and telling stories. 
They were reminiscing 
about field trips when I did 
catch up with them to take 
photos, but it was Laurie, 
a photographer, who took 
this shot. Particularly 
wonderful about this 
group was their genuine 

happiness and delight in watching the other 
fairgoers and the current Peninsula students. 
They love the school, which they called home 
as children, and are glad to see it thriving. 
The spirit of the Class of ’62 was contagiously 
joyous and vivacious, in short, so much fun!

The Class of 1962 celebrates its 50th
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Annual Giving Campaign
Anonymous
Eva & Steve Aber
Susan & Mark Abramson
Anne Adams
Brian Adams
Lorna & Glenn Affleck
Megan & Sam Ahalim
Nan Affleck & Steve Hardt
Katherine & Kim Aitken-Young
Elizabeth Aitken
Robert & Lois Alberts
Rhoda Alexander
John & Susan Allen
Nancy & Noel Allen
Bill Allen
Richard Alter & Merry Gilmer
Susan Ammons
Tina & Craig Anderson
Carolyn Arbuckle & Jim Eggemeyer
Sue & Stuart Auchincloss
Karen Austin
Alicia Ayala
Srikant Ayyar & Prasanna Ramachandran
Karen & Skip Bacon
Amy & George Baggott
Nick Baggott & Tracy Desmond
Joe & Sahana Baker-Malone
Jeff Baker & Shaula Kumaishi
Mitchell Baker & Casey Dunn
Debbie Baldwin
David Ball & Farah Brelvi
Stephanie Barnston Koutsaftis
Hathaway Barry
Sheri & Steve Basta
Angel & Rick Batt
Robbie & Bob Baxter
Robin Bay
Rosie Beam Drabkin
Kathleen Bennett & Tom Malloy
Bronwyn Black & Craig McCroskey
Gail Blackmarr
Steven Blank & Alison Elliott
Aleta & Dan Bloch
Owl & Janis Blossom
Dwarka Bonner
Cameron Booth & Margot Berrill
Rose & Roy Borrone
Jane & Christopher Botsford
Thomas Boussie & Lori Gortner
Amy Bowers & Jim Hamilton
Kaarli & Gil Bowers
Sarah Breckenridge
Holden Brink
Ken Brisebois & Jennifer Geddes
Andrew & Susan Browne
Randal Buck
Sanjay Bulchandani & Akiko Bristol

Christopher & Celia Ann Buma Burdick
Sarita & James Burbank
Gail & Bob Buschini
Mark Callaway
Sarah Caplan & Russell Fong
Sandy & Susan Carnahan
Melanie & Tovy Carvalho
Stephanie Casal
Liz & David Caulkins
Park Chamberlain
Elle Chan & Scott Paterson
Abby & Eugene Chen
Chin-Lin & Josephine Chen
Enid & Walter Ching
Gene Ching & Stacy Day
Stephanie Choi-Freeman & Jeffrey Freeman
Jason Cirimele
Jocelyn Cloutier & Caroline Simard
Phyllis Cole & Lee Yamada
Rachel & James Congress-Roper
Pat & Miles Congress
Uli & Jim Conlan
Ronnie Connell
Lisa & Jamie Conrad
Martha Cortez
Jennie Cosgrove
Pixie Couch
Susan Coyle
Janet & John Creelman
Peggy Creelman
Carol & Gordon Cruikshank
Christopher Cutler & Alecia Magnifico
Reese & Kathleen Cutler
Abbas Daeenabi & Souroor Milani
Karla & Scott Dailey
Katy & Ron Dalgleish
Ann Davidson
Allison Davis
Jeff Davis
Jennifer & Jose de Castro
Andrea de Wit & Armando Castellano
Annelene Decaux
Jorge del Calvo & Gerine Ongkeko
Brian Di Silvestro & Rozanne Hermelyn
Joseph Dien
Elaine & Robert Dodd
Joan, Marco & Rachel Dondero
Tabby Doniach
Darin Donovan & Belinda Chlouber
Tracey & Thom Downing
Stacy Dryer & Jim Conlon
Jen & Ken Duda
Hope Duveneck Williams
Peter Eichorn
Janet Elliot
Laurie Emerson Barber & Bryan Barber
Kate Engelberg
John & Nancy Etchemendy

Jackie Grey Etemad
George Evans
Russ & Alice Evarts
Dorothy & Jim Fadiman
Renee Fadiman & Chris Dryer
Nathan Fahrenthold & Joan Jenkins
Andy Fenselau & Suzanne Koch
Charmaine Fernandez
Elizabeth Few & Roger MacFarlane
Jennifer & David Fisher
Jim Flynn
Kathleen Flynn & Scott Wakefield
Lizzie & Eric Fong
Florrie & Tom Forrest
Bill & Virginia Fowkes
Horacio Franco & Monica Sarmiento
Eleanor & Hugh Fraser
Andrea Frederick & Alan DeWitt
Michael Fredrickson
Jordana & Andrew Freeman
Joel Friedman & Jenny Bilfield
Laurie Friedman
John Fuller
Linda & Maury Furness
Roger Ganas
Elango Ganesan & Saigeetha Sundaramurthy
Linda & Larry Gann
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon
Adam Gersick & Alisa Borrone
Trupti & David Glaubman
Chrissy & Sam Goewey
Elizabeth Goodrich Chamberlain
Fran & Mark Goodwin
Dianne Greenley
Laura Greenstein
Chris Greenwood &  

Cheryl Goldfarb-Greenwood
Ann & Peter Gregory
Jennifer Gregory & Brian Strope
Daniel Griffin & Robin Garthwait
Pat Griscom
Jan Grisell
Merrill Gruver & Ted Greenwald
Erick Hachenburg
Kim & Bruce Hall
Kelsey Hammond
David Harlow & Pauline Lord
Daniel Harrington & Kara Juneau
Catlin Hart
Megan Hart
Casey Hartman & Robin McCloskey
Garth Harwood & Kathy Alberts
Erica Hayward
Jackie Head Eames & Gordon Head
Jerry Hearn & Rebecca Reynolds
Alfred Heller
Bette Henley
Rocio Herbert

Linda Herreshoff & Mitch Slomiak
Flavia & Steve Herrod
Stephen Hickman & Karen Garrison
Raphael Higashi
Sharmon Hilfinger & Luis Trabb-Pardo
Colin Hislop & Lindee Burton
Mary Hofstedt
Tom & Sharon Hofstedt
Jacki Holzman
Jim Holzman
Kasia & Rusty Hopewell
Heather Hoppas
Heather Horacek
Faith Hornbacher
Megana & Jinnah Hosein
Chyerl Hoshida & David Dunham
Frank Hoshida
Shirley Hui
Ulysses Hui & Amy Fox
Bob & Barbara Jackson
Jay Jackson
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Karen & Teddy Johnson
Eva & Douglas Jones
Howard Jones & Christine Neer
Wendy & Brad Justus
Lauren Kahn
Jasper Kasle-Muthig & Marcella Ramirez
Judy Kasle & Tom Muthig
John Kates
Alice & Bob Kauer
Sofia & Barry Keane
Bill & Lisa Kelly
Tali & Michel Kertesz
Chula Keyes Morel-Seytoux &  

Hubert Seytoux
Jason Kipnis & Shubha Herlekar
Maureen & Steve Kirchner
Peggy & Matt Klein
Peter Klein
Martha & Peter Klopfer
Lida Klosterman
Ellen & Tom Konnert
George & May Koo
Kathy & Doug Koo
Mikel & Sandi Kovach-Long
Jocelyn & Josh Kreiss
Chris Kummerer & Emilie Blase
Mary Lou Lacina
Manoj Lal & Mitali Singh
Barbara & Rick Langeloh
Pam Law
Geoff Lay
Philip Lee
R. Hewlett & Elizabeth Lee
Nancy Leech
Leslie Leland
Mark Lentczner & John Horigan

Thank You for Your Kind Gifts
It is with gratitude that we present the following list of community members – current parents, board, staff members, students, alumni, grandparents, alumni 
parents, friends, community partners and matching programs – and sincerely thank them for contributing to Peninsula School during the past fiscal year. These 
gifts help ensure that our school can continue to offer the intriguing programs, empowering trips, incredible teachers, and inspiring grounds that make a Peninsula 
education so special, and in the process allow us to sustain our mission of creating a joyous place to learn and grow, where students can come into themselves and 
give back to their world. We want to extend an extra special thank you to all of our current families for helping us reach an amazing 99% participation in this year’s 
Annual Giving Campaign.
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Steve & Barbara Levy
Jessica Lewis-Lay
Sara & Ken Lewis
Betty Lockfeld
Kathi & Richard Lohmann
Camerina Lozano-Aceves
Theresa & John Luevano
Kathi & Chip Lutton
Mary Lyons Mesirow
Lori & Andrew Mackenzie
Greg Madejski & Laura Burakreis
Leah & Amit Malhotra
Zeni & Ruben Mallari
Peter Mangione & Mimi Sabo
Jane & Christopher Manning
Daniel Marcus
Kathy & Anthony Marek
David Martin
Jane Martin
John Martin & Gillian Lounsbach
Judy Martin
Tamara & Rick Martinez
Ronald & Cheryl Mason
Susan & Jim Matheson
Maile & Justin McCarthy
Scott McCracken
Julia & Kevin McDonald
Bryan McMahon & Beth Ross
Joan & Don McMillen
Colleen McPeek & Ron Bechtold
Maureen McPeek
Phyllis Menefee
Misha Merrill & Keith Wescourt
Paul & Jody Merritt
Andy Miller & Sybil Hudson
Terra & Jeff Miller
Faga & Taputimu Misa
Rachel & Britt Miura
Jake Moffat & Beth DuBose
Evelyn Moore & Robert Bleeker
Patty & Oscar Moran
Stephen & Heather Morrell
Elly Moses Cannon & Brian Cannon
Mary Lou Moses
Dania Moss
Sharon & Robert Mueller
Lisa & Francisco Muniz
Rick Murphy & Janesta Noland
Kristie Nelson
Liz & Peter Neumann
Alice Newton & Danny Meehan
Anton Nguyen & Chi Vo
Andrew Nichols
Bill Nichols
Julianne & Alan Nolet
Linda Norton
David & Patti Notter
Chris O’Hare & Ted Hardie
Joy & Larry O’Rourke
Lisa Olson
Joanna & David Oshman
Janet & Tom Owen
Gottfried & Carol Paasche
Ashley & Justin Page
Akash Pandey
Heather & Alex Pang
Isabelle & Joshua Parker
Lorraine Parker
Janet Patterson

Barbie Paulsen & Bart Smaalders
Barbara & Bob Pedersen
Herbert & Frances Perkins
Karen Perkins & David Simone
May & Oliver Petry
Candace Pierce
Brian Pinkerton & Rhea Tombropoulos
Regina & Michael Pohl
Sausha & Michael Polentz
Howard Pollack & Hope Hudson
John Polstra & Jennifer Angerman
Catherine & Steven Popell
Andrew Postlewaite & Janet Conway
Kimberly & Kevin Postlewaite
Scott Pyne & Suz Padgett
David Quinn & Sharie Kumaishi
Camerino Quinonez & Hilda Diaz
Chad Raphael & Betty Achinstein
Loren Rauch
Rich Rava & Elisa Neipp
Brian Rawson
Sheri Renison
Valerie Rice & Bill Prainito
Martha & BJ Rock
Betsy Roeth
Marc Rosaaen
Max Rosan
David Rosenbaum & Katerina Demeti
Eva Rosenbaum
Logan Rosenberg
Doris Rosenthal
Jason & Nancy Rosenthal
David Rowe & Terri Tacy
Joe Ruck & Donna Ito
Gerard Rudisin & Andrea Fabrega
Carlos Ruiz
Sara Ruppenthal Katz
Merrylen Sacks & Bruce Irvine
Kurt & Kim Salloux
Luis Sanchez & Lidia Luna
Carol & John Sanders
Josie Saracino
Mark Sausville & Marian Bach
Lyn & Woody Savage
Hope Schachter
Susan Schaps & Robert Shelton
Jonathan Scharfman
Deborah Scheraga & Aurel Kleinerman
William Schuyler
Chloe Scott
Kheaton Scott
Rebecca Seeman
Vin Sharma & Stephanie Zeller
Irene Sharp & George Szentirmai
Jeremy Shaw & Susan Emsley
Livy Siegel
Jenny Silber Butah
Jane Silver Carlisle
Jessica Silver-Sharp & Dennis Sharp
Vinita & Amar Singh
Sandy Sloan & Eric Richert
Gail Slocum & Jordan Gruber
Alaina & David Sloo
Conniekay Smith
Frank & Jane Smithson
Louise Snowden
Stu Snydman & Kathryn Hopkins
Ann Sonnenberg
Nita Spangler

Lisa & Dulani Spencer
Atul Srinivasan & Leslie Johnson
Misty & David Stam
Thomas & Helene Stapleton
Dimitris Stassinopoulos & Ellen Wilkinson
Maren Stever & Sef Kloninger
Linda Stewart
Elisabeth Stitt & Bala Padmakumar
Kassie & Luke Stone
Kristy & Chris Stone
Jim Storey
Stephen Storey
Tibby Storey
Sally Strawbridge Magneson &  

Charles Magneson
Stu Sussman & Hannah Frost
Susan & Nick Szegda
April & Michael Takatsuno
Molly & Jorge Tapias
Zu Tarazi & Kristi Borrone
Allison & Jamie Templeton
Eliza & Chris Thomas
Dawn Thrall
Aaron Tinker & Kari Seligman
Chris Titus & Bob Vale
Nelson Tordilla & Gemma Guillermo
Alisa & David Tu
David Tucker & Sylvie Stefant
Izumi & Masatoshi Ueno
Diana Ungersma & Konrad Thaler
Vivek Vaidya & Pallavi Gupta
Whitney & Dirk van Nouhuys
Rick & Eileen Van Rheenen
John Van Sciver
Kate Vander Ploeg
Sidney Varian Scott
George Varian
Lauren & Mike Velasco
Pieter Ver Haar
Seyon & Nancy Verdtzabella
Lucille Vitolo Dacanay & Ray Dacanay
Lori Wainen-Linberg
Ann Waldo
Carl Waldspurger & Paige Parsons
Bardy & Scott Wallace
Miggles Wallace
Don Walsh
David Walters
Debra Wanner
Fred & Cindy Wee
Brittany & Grant Weldon
Cindy & Andrew Wheeler
Michele & Mark Wheeler
Sam Wilds
Phyllis & Robert Wiley
Cathy Willett
Carol & Ray Williams
Lauren & Austin Williams
Mark Wilson & Debbie Dalzell
Diana Wolf
Jim & Barbara Wolpman
Dave Wuertele & Tomoko Shimaya
Dick Wycich & Maura Palmer
Annie Young & Jim Dinwiddie
Elizabeth Youngblood
George & Nina Zaninovich
Frances & Emilio Zeller
Dan Zigmond & Dina Ramm
Jesse Zimmer

Jeff Zotz
Holly & Mitchell Zuklie

Corporate, Foundation,  
& Community Donors
Bay Flora 
Cisco
The Community Foundation
Dymaxion Dance Group
 Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
GoodSearch
Google
Intel
International Maritime Inc.
Jewish Community Endowment Fund
Kepler’s
Microsoft
Morgan Stanley
Pacific Gas, & Electric
The San Francisco Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Space Systems Loral
Target
Tiny Prints Share-a-Sale Program
Trillium Dental
Village Stationers
VMWare
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation
Xilinx

Strategic Planning Fund
Anonymous
Steven Blank & Alison Elliott
Sarah Caplan & Russell Fong
Melanie & Tovy Carvalho
Darin Donovan & Belinda Chlouber
John & Nancy Etchemendy
Renee Fadiman & Chris Dryer
Flavia & Steve Herrod
Ulysses Hui & Amy Fox
Wendy & Brad Justus
Kathy & Doug Koo
Pam Law
Kathi & Chip Lutton
Jane & Christopher Manning
Richard Offer
Heather & Alex Pang
David Quinn & Sharie Kumaishi
Rebecca Reynolds
Luis Sanchez & Lidia Luna
Jonathan Scharfman
Lisa & Dulani Spencer
April & Michael Takatsuno
Dan Zigmond & Dina Ramm

Diversity Fund
Anne Adams
Nancy & Noel Allen
Nick Baggott & Tracy Desmond
David Ball & Farah Brelvi
Amy Bowers & Jim Hamilton
Sanjay Bulchandani & Akiko Bristol
Gail & Bob Buschini
Toby & Micaela Buschini
Sarah Caplan & Russell Fong
Alcario & Carmen Castellano  

for the Castellano Family Foundation
Liz & David Caulkins
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Jocelyn Cloutier & Caroline Simard
Pat & Miles Congress
Carol Conrad
Lisa & Jamie Conrad
Katy & Ron Dalgleish
Ann Davidson
Jennifer & Jose de Castro
Darin Donovan & Belinda Chlouber
Tracey & Thom Downing
Stacy Dryer & Jim Conlon
Laurie Emerson Barber & Bryan Barber
Renee Fadiman & Chris Dryer
Andy Fenselau & Suzanne Koch
Elizabeth Few & Roger MacFarlane
Florrie & Tom Forrest
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon
Fran & Mark Goodwin
Ann & Peter Gregory
Jennifer Gregory & Brian Strope
Kim & Bruce Hall
Jerry Hearn & Rebecca Reynolds
Rocio Herbert
Linda Herreshoff & Mitch Slomiak
Flavia & Steve Herrod
Stephen Hickman & Karen Garrison
Megana & Jinnah Hosein
Ulysses Hui & Amy Fox
Jane Ingalls
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Eva & Douglas Jones
Wendy & Brad Justus
Tali & Michel Kertesz
Maureen & Steve Kirchner
Kathy & Doug Koo
Chris Kummerer & Emilie Blase
Mary Lou Lacina
Pam Law
Judy Lawrence
Jessica Lewis-Lay
Kathi & Chip Lutton
Leah & Amit Malhotra
Jane & Christopher Manning
John Martin & Gillian Lounsbach
Julia & Kevin McDonald
Colleen McPeek & Ron Bechtold
Maureen McPeek
Rick Murphy & Janesta Noland
Joanna & David Oshman
Heather & Alex Pang
Barbie Paulsen & Bart Smaalders
May & Oliver Petry
Howard Pollack & Hope Hudson
John Polstra & Jennifer Angerman
David Quinn & Sharie Kumaishi
Martha & BJ Rock
David Rosenbaum & Katerina Demeti
Jason & Nancy Rosenthal
Josie Saracino
Luis Sanchez & Lidia Luna
Jonathan Scharfman
Lisa & Dulani Spencer
April & Michael Takatsuno
Molly & Jorge Tapias
Eliza & Chris Thomas
Aaron Tinker & Kari Seligman
Alisa & David Tu
Rick & Eileen Van Rheenen
Lauren & Mike Velasco
Linda & Sandy Wagner

Carl Waldspurger & Paige Parsons
Michele & Mark Wheeler
Lauren & Austin Williams
Dan Zigmond & Dina Ramm
Holly & Mitchell Zuklie

Craft Fair 2011 Underwriting
Jonathan Scharfman

Auction 2012 Underwriting  
& Support
Anonymous
Eva & Steve Aber
Nancy & Noel Allen
Tina & Craig Anderson
Amy & George Baggott
Sheri & Steve Basta
Ken Brisebois & Jennifer Geddes
Jocelyn Cloutier & Caroline Simard
Rachel & James Congress-Roper
Pat & Miles Congress
Katy & Ron Dalgleish
Jennifer & Jose de Castro
Andrea de Wit & Armando Castellano
Stacy Dryer & Jim Conlon
Laurie Emerson Barber & Bryan Barber
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon
Ann & Peter Gregory
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Kathy & Doug Koo
Theresa & John Luevano
Rachel & Britt Miura
Jake Moffat & Beth DuBose
Sharon & Robert Mueller
Joanna & David Oshman
Barbara & Bob Pedersen
Peninsula School Board of Directors 
Howard Pollack & Hope Hudson
Jason & Nancy Rosenthal
Atul Srinivasan & Leslie Johnson
Maren Stever & Sef Kloninger
Kassie & Luke Stone
Allison & Jamie Templeton
Michele & Mark Wheeler
Lauren & Austin Williams
Holly & Mitchell Zuklie

Honor & Memorial Gifts
In honor of Eric Ammons
Susan Ammons

In honor Gail Buschini’s birthday
Debbie Baldwin 

In honor of Katy Dalgleish
Katherine & Kim Aitken-Young 

In honor of Tracy Desmond, Nick, Jake & 
Eli Baggott

Linda & Larry Gann

In honor of Gayatri & Lakshmi Eassey
Josie Saracino

In honor of Renee Fadiman
Dorothy & Jim Fadiman

In honor of Florrie Forrest
Ann Davidson

In honor of Jacob Greenwood
Evelyn Moore & Robert Bleeker

In honor of Lauryn & Isaac Hart-Skaife
Heather Horacek

In honor of Jerry Hearn
Nita Spangler

In honor of Mary Hofstedt
Tom & Sharon Hofstedt

In honor of Avielle Kahn
Laurie Kahn

In honor of Anton McPeek-Bechtold
Colleen McPeek & Ron Bechtold

In honor of Jonathan & Patrick Moran
Patty & Oscar Moran

In honor of Rowan Ramirez-Muthig
Jasper Kasle-Muthig & Marcella Ramirez

In honor of Andrew & Olivia Rosenthal
Doris Rosenthal

In honor of the Staff of Peninsula
Joel Friedman & Jenny Bilfield

In honor of Camille & Madeline Thrall
Phyllis & Robert Wiley

In honor of Sadie Williams
Ann Sonnenberg

In memory of Nellie Bartello
Graceann & Bob Johnson

In memory of Hanna Bergas
Stephen Storey

In memory of Jose Castellanos
Pixie Couch

In memory of Emma Choi Freeman
Stephanie Choi Freeman & Jeffery Freeman

In memory of Twylla Cox
David Rowe & Terri Tacy

In memory of Sara Doniach
Tabby Doniach

In memory of Stu Harwood
Garth Harwood & Kathy Alberts
Max Rosan

In memory of Tirza Kaplan
Betsy Roeth 

In loving memory of Maida Kasle	
Karen Austin
Ronald & Cheryl Mason
Pat & Miles Congress

In memory of Lisa D. Kernan
Janet Patterson

In memory of Wayne Kidd
F.M.

In memory of Rachel & Louis Lawrence
Florrie & Tom Forrest
Andromeda & Rob Garcelon
Brian Rawson
“The Wolfpack”

In memory of Margo Lee Paulsen
R. Hewlett & Elizabeth Lee

In memory of Joanne Madden
Trupti & David Glaubman

In memory of Marty Marcus
Ronnie Connell

In memory of Jean Moses
Elly Moses Cannon & Brian Cannon

In memory of Karin Nelson
Kristie Nelson

In memory of Woody Nichols
Stephen Storey

In memory of Don Olson
Laura Greenstein

In memory of Ed Parker
Lorraine Parker

In memory of Evan Rauch
Brian Korek
Loren Rauch

In memory of Bernice & Bernard Silber
Jenny Silber Butah

In memory of Annette Slomiak
Linda Herreshoff & Mitch Slomiak

In memory of Gordon L. Smith &  
Edith Jayne Smith

Martha & Peter Klopfer

In memory of Edith Smith
Jackie Grey Etemad

In memory of Ruth Storey
Jim Storey

In memory of Rachel Strauss
Cindy & Andrew Wheeler

In memory of Sue Varian
Kelsey Hammond

In memory of Helen Webster Wheelwright
Florrie & Tom Forrest

In memory of her brother Tom Willett
Cathy Willett

In memory of Barney Young
Annie Young & Jim Dinwiddie

Norina Miller Memorial Gifts
In honor and loving memory of  

Norina Miller
Dwarka Bonner 
Sarah Caplan & Russell Fong
Liz Caulkins
Renee Fadiman & Chris Dryer
Florrie & Tom Forrest
Sharmon Hilfinger & Luis Trabb-Pardo
Graceann & Bob Johnson
Judy Martin
Eliza & Chris Thomas

Gift In Kind Donations
Susan & Mark Abramson
Diane & Craig Allen
Abby & Eugene Chen
Jennifer & David Fisher
Ulysses Hui & Amy Fox
Jill Kaplan & Richard Moss
Shari & Dan Kitzmiller
Maida Design & Marva Maida
Robin Mout
Andrew & Nancy Nichols
Max Spector
Mark Vander Ploeg
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or anywhere with a swing set, I would run 
straight to them. I would play on them all 
day if I could. Swings have always been full of 
memories for me. 

—Sara  Di Silvestro

My square is just made of little squares of 
different colors to show how diverse we 
all are and how everyone at Peninsula fits 
together to make a good community. I chose 
the particular colors because every color 

describes a different 
part of Peninsula for 
me. To me, Peninsula 
is just a combination 
of lots of people and 
personalities, and 
everything just fits 
together. That is what 

this patchwork represents. 
—Sonoma Sanders

My square is a swirl of my memories here at 
Peninsula. One part of my square represents 
my new open mind, because of the diversity 

of the school. The or-
ange/yellow part is 
a memory of a skit 
Martina and I did. I 
wore a long full yellow 
skirt. I have so many 
memories I couldn’t 
include them all. I  
really will miss this school. My favorite mem-
ory is most definitely when I walked into the 
6th grade class. Garv welcomed me with such 
kindness and I truly felt welcome. All who 
still have many years here, make the most of it. 

—Taylor Conrad

Please contact Andromeda at andromeda@peninsulaschool.org if you need additional copies of News Notes, hope to add someone to the mailing 
list, or no longer wish to receive future mailings from us. Please contact Abby at abby@peninsulaschool.org for more information about the articles.
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