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Introduction to AP Why Take AP
Why should my student 
take an AP course?

What are AP courses?  
What are their purpose?

AP Course 

SessionsVisit some AP Classrooms!
How to Take AP
Recommendations 
and Waivers
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AP courses gives students the chance to tackle college-
level work while they're still in high school—whether 

they're learning online or in the classroom. And through 
taking AP Exams, students can earn college credit and 

placement.

Advanced Placement courses are generated by College 
Board.

Advanced Placement Courses
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level work while they're still in high school—whether 

they're learning online or in the classroom. And through 
taking AP Exams, students can earn college credit and 

placement.

Advanced Placement courses are generated by College 
Board.

Advanced Placement 
Courses

Yes!  AP courses offer students the 

opportunity to dive deeper into their 

passion subjects and get ready for 

college level work.



Most colleges and universities put out a list 
of courses and scores that they accept for 

college credit. 

Take time to look at schools’ lists that you are 
interested in attending.

Advanced Placement Courses
Every school 

is different!



● The “old rumor” was that colleges and 
universities would not even look at your 
application unless you had taken 10 AP classes

● They are now asking a few questions:

1. Are you taking advantage of what your school 
offers in terms of courses and exploration?

2. What are your passions and interests?
3. Have you shown long term interest in an area 

of study and what did you do with it?

How many APs should I take?

Take a look at 

the study put 

out by College 

Board on your 

handout!



AP is for all students–but you should be ready.

You don’t need to be top of your class to be an AP student, 
but you’ll want to be prepared for the AP course you choose.

 Some AP classes have recommended courses you should 
take first, and all AP courses ask that you come willing to do 

your best work.

College Board recommends taking AP courses in 
subject areas where students have a high 

interest.  IA teachers recommend the same.

BIG ITEM TO CONSIDER: Student Work Load

Choosing Courses



Big Question:

“Where do you place your 
value?



How the Process Works

Course Waivers
If a student is not 

recommended, they 
may meet with their 

current teacher to 
complete a waiver

Recommendation

sTeachers 
recommend 

students for their 
next course based on 

numerous factors

Consider Rigor
Ensure during 

Course Verification 
you and your student 

add up Workload 
hours



AP Course Sessions
Use the guides provided to find the sessions you want to 

attend.

7:35 – 7:50 Session #1

7:55 – 8:10 Session #2

8:15 – 8:30 Session #3

Go to counseling.iafcs.com/academics for more resources
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