
AP Music Theory
Student Reported Workload Teacher Report Workload

2.2 Hours Per Week 3-4 Hours Per Week

Pre-requisites

• Private Lessons (piano, violin, flute, etc.)

• Participation in school music ensembles

• Contact Mr. Vu (vum@fultonschools.org) for more info

Course Summary

AP Music Theory is an introductory college-level music theory course. 

Students cultivate their understanding of music theory through analyzing 

performed and notated music as they explore concepts such as pitch, 

rhythm, form, and musical design. Interested students should have basic 

musical literacy and, ideally, have taken private lessons or participated in 

school music ensembles.

Essential Skills

The AP Exam will consist of:

• Analysis of musical recordings

• Analysis of written musical scores

• Writing classical-style four-part harmonies

• Sight-singing

mailto:vum@fultonschools.org


Description Continued

+AP Music Theory students learn to recognize, understand, 

describe, and produce the basic elements and processes of 

performed and notated music. To become proficient with these 

skills, students need to consistently practice applying course 

concepts through aural analysis, score analysis, sight-singing, 

dictation, and composition.



What will the class look like?

+ Lecture

+ Introduction of topics/concepts

+ Listening examples

+ Sight-singing (you will HAVE to sing in front of the class)

+ Classwork/Homework

+ Reading assignments (textbook)

+ Listening assignments

+ Written assignments (workbook, exercises, etc.)

+ Singing practice

+ Assessments

+ Aural and Non-Aural

+ Multiple Choice, Free Response, Sight-Singing

+ Projects

+ Composition project

+ Transcription project



Prerequisites?

+Students who take lessons/played in school ensembles have a 

framework to understand music theory

+Musical literacy without performance/playing experience is 

extremely difficult because there is no context for the material

+Students who play/sing already also have some level of aural 

development (being able to "hear" musical aspects such as pitch 

and dynamics)



Objective Skills (per College Board)

+Skill Category 1: Analyze Performed Music

+Skill Category 2: Analyze Notated Music

+Skill Category 3: Convert Between Performed and Notated 

Music

+Skill Category 4: Complete Based on Cues



Skill 1: Analyze Performed Music



Skill 2: Analyze 

Notated Music



Skill 3: Convert Between Performed and 
Notated Music

Sight Singing Example



Skill 4: Complete Based on Cues



Questions?
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