
SUBJECT: 

ORANGE COUNTY 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

AGENDA ITEM ABSTRACT 

Meeting Date: April 28, 2014 

AGENDA ITEM No. 

ACTION ITEM: (Y/N) 

Home Base Report 

14-04-(2)-07 

y 

INFO. CONTACT: Dr. Amanda Hartness. Angie Veitch, Ryan Miller PHONE: 919-732-8126 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Home Base Presentation 
2. Home Base DPIIntroductory Handout 

PURPOSE: To provide the Board of Education with an update and seek approval to purchase the 
optional components of Home Base, the North Carolina Department of Instruction instructional 
improvement and student information system. 

BACKGROUND: North Carolina received one of only 12 federal Race to the Top (RttT) competitive 
grants in 2010, bringing nearly $400 million to the state's public school system. A requirement in this 
grant process was to provide a state-wide system that would support student information and 
assessment information for administrators, teachers, students, and parents. The Home Base platform 
was created to meet this grant requirement. 

In the late 1980's the district moved from the "Blue Books" to SIMS, a Microsoft DOS computer 
operating system based student information system. In the first few years SIMS was only used to take 
attendance and schedule classes. NCDPI started rolling out NC WISE (eSIS) in 2005 and Orange 
County Schools was in the third wave of the rollout and it was operational in our district in Spring of 
2009. Over the fall and summer of 2013, the process was started to move the district data from 
NCWISE to PowerSchool. It was operational by start of the 2013-2014 school year. PowerSchool is 
the student information system component of Home Base. 

Home Base is a statewide, instructional improvement system and student information system for 
teachers, students, parents and administrators. 

Teachers will be able to use Home Base to access student data and to access teaching and learning 
resources to help improve educational outcomes for students. Students will be able to access their 
assignments, grades and learning activities. Parents will be able to view their child's attendance and 
progress, and administrators can monitor data on students, teachers and schools. Not only does Home 
Base put data and resources at the users' fingertips, it does so with single sign-on access. 

Home Base encompasses the following components: (**Provided at no cost to the district) 
• **North Carolina Educator Effectiveness System (NCEES)- Teacher Evaluation Program and 

Principal Evaluation Program 
• ** PowerSchool- Student Information System 
• ** TestNAV- Summative assessment access 
• ** Professional development tools (State) 



• SchooiNet- an assessment and data dashboard platform and Instructional resources 
• Open Class- An online course delivery system 
• Professional development tools (Local) 

Home Base has been provided to all districts and charter schools at no cost in 2013-14. Use of the 
optional components will require a $4 per student cost share in 2014-15. NCDPI will continue to fund 
the cost of the student information (PowerSchool), statewide summative assessment (TestNAV) and 
educator evaluation components (NCEES) of Home Base as these are required by all districts to use. 
There is discussion at the NC Department of Public Instruction that funding for all components may be 
forthcoming, but at the time of print that has not yet been determined. 

The optional components include the instructional, classroom/benchmark assessment, and professional 
development tools and resources (SchooiNet, Open Class and Professional Development 
Tools(Local)). This model will leverage the buying power of the state to ensure that Local Education 
Agencies (LEAs) and charter schools have access to high quality instructional and assessment tools 
and content at reasonable rates. 

For additional information you can visit the following link for videos that highlight various Home Base 
components http://www. dpi .state. nc. us/homebase/resources/videos/ . 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: $4/student for a total of approximately$ 30,000 will be funded from the 
Curriculum & Instruction budget. 

RECOMMENDATION: The Superintendent recommends the Board of Education receive the report on 
the Home Base Platform and approve the $30,000 in funding to support this adoption. 
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How did we get here? 

In the late 1980's the district moved from the "Blue Books" to 

SIMS, a DOS based student information system. In the first few 
years SIMS was only used to take attendance and schedule 

classes. NCDPI started rolling out NC WISE (eSIS) in 2005 and 

Orange County Schools was in the third wave of the rollout and it 

was operational in our district in Spring of 2009. Over the fall 

and summer of 2013, the process was started to move the 

district data to PowerSchool from NC WISE, it was operational 

by start of the 2013-2014 school year . PowerSchool is the 
student information system part of Home Ba--

HOME B~SE~ 



What is Home Base? 

Home Base is a statewide, instructional 

improvement system and student information 

system for teachers, students, parents and 

administrators. 

HOME B~SE~ 



HOME B~se· I An Integrated Suite of Technology Tools 

Information 

Information 

PowerSchool 
Student 
Information 

a student 
information 
system to 
replace NC 
WISE 

Instruction 

t I 

Instructional Tools & Resources 

School net 
Instruction 
and 
Assessment 

Open Class 
Collaboration 

TestNav 
Summative 
Assessment 

a new standards-aligned tool for 
instruction (e.g. lesson plans, unit plans), 

assessment, and data analysis 

Effectiveness 

Truenorthlogic 
Evaluation and PD 

an online 
evaluation system 
and new 
professional 
development 
system * 



HOME Bt-SE. Products being integrated to create Home Base 

FREE 

Truenorthlogic 
Professional 
Development (LOCAL) 

User 
Portal 

via PowerSchoo/ 

FREE 

Core Instructional Improvement System 

School net 
Instructional 
Tools and 
Assessment 

Initial Content 

Content in System 
Tools for Teaching • Assessment Creation 

•Math, ELA, Science and Social Studies Assessment Items for 
Benchmark or Classroom Assessments 

•Instructional Content (e.g. lesson plans , videos, interactive 
activities) 

* 



Truenorthlogic 
Professional 
Development (LOCAL) 

Core Instructional Improvement System 

Content in System 
Tools for Teaching • Assessment Creation 

Initial Content 
•Math, ELA, Science and Social Studies Assessment Items for 
Benchmark or Classroom Assessments 

•Instructional Content (e.g. lesson plans , videos, interactive 
activities) 

* 



What would we integrate first? 

School Net 

• Helps educators organize curriculum and 
track instruction. 

• Includes lesson plans, resources and 
learning tasks that have been vetted and 
aligned to Common Core and NC Essential 
Standards HOME B~SE~ 



School Net 

• Teachers will have unlimited storage for 
lesson plans and other resources that can 
be shared within the LEA 

• Open Resource Content aligned to the 
NCSCOS including Khan Academy, 
LearnNC, PBSTeachers, SAS Curriculum 
Pathways 

HOME B~SE~ 



Schoolnet: Classrooms nctionality 
0 · Welcome, Teacher! Home Base Train .. . ...,.. Sign Out My Account Help 

NC INSTRUCTIONAL IMPROVEMENT ~VU~.1:J:.CMM __________ _ 

Need Scan lt? Download for Window s. 

Rosters, Reports, Pian n ers 

Student Groups 
For differentiated 
instruction 

Lesson Planner 
Schedule lessons, units 
and materials 

.. My Classroom 

NC Educator Effectiveness System 
Section r•vlrs. - K 

Instructional 
Materia.ls 
Find standards, curricul ar 
materials, courses and 
resources 

y 

m·Ji'J=wu W!il ~eports 1M! Planner Q. Materials Search U§l Assessments 

NC EDUCATOR 
EFFECTIVENESS 

Tl"'lli,..;,...., """'~'~ Claa,..,..J'\,.. 

TodaY's Instruction 
Curricu lum: Gr8 Math Curr 

Is to support teach ing and 
xcellent teaching and to 
cu rriculum standards, 

* 
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---- 14,900+ Open Education Resources HOME B~SE-

ohioJr.c.org engage"Y 
Our Students. Their Moment. 

w 

Ohio Resource Center 

UTAH EDUCATION NETWORK 

A NCSSM 
Nl )I~TII (.' r\Rl)IINA .'IU j()l)l 
01 SUlNCL ANU MAIHllv\AIIC) 

mathematics 
vision project 

/ 

R 
- ·- / 

COMMONS 
OPEN EDUCATIONAL 

RESOURCES 

LEARN NC 

y~eAchno1ogy 

~a1scovery 
EDUCAT IO N • 

- LearnZillion 

* 



9,809 External Resources HOME aq sE· 

I 
8,672 Instructional Resources for Social Studies and 
Science 

1,137 Instructional Resources for English Language 
Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, and World 
Languages 

NORTH C"AROLINA 
OEPA.RTMEINT CF 

CULTURAL 
RESOURCES 

2,111 Additional Instructional Resources in various 
for Art, Music, History, etc. 

* 



500+ NC DPI Resources 
HOME B~SE-

PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF N ORTH CAROLINA State Boa rd of Education J Department of Public Inst ruction 

NCLB PUBLICATIONS TESTING TEACH4NC QUICK LINKS ( ;, ' 0;~ 1 · . ~ Search ! • 

Public Schools of North Carolina 
State Board of Education 

Departmel'lt of P.ublic ln.Jtruc:tion 

::-1:: ACADEMICALLY OR INTELLECTUALLY GIFTED 
NCDPI Collaborative Workspaces 

LEARNING NETWORK 

Common Core State St ~tndaros 

Omllinl!* rmm the North C&MiCII. [)o,plrl1- ul 
1\!blloe 'lnsll\lllrloa., Ell&l~sh l.Ani\U'~ M• S~l®l 

This bindo:r ptn\• i d.e~o illl arzaml!Cd coll~ction ol 
ICSOllfllC5 tur t.bl: liU\ Common (;(In; :Suuc 
Sl ftndllld>. 

We huJII: lhi• biinlkr will hdp to inform )'Out 
dhtne:~'1 profca.~iloaal ~ or lldd c!Wr t(l 
t-urrell! iniliutiYb. Woe wiU t'tlntlrt.Ut toupdu\1! tlti ~o 
biJlllcr u "'~ 1rMn olllltlfC m;(IUr.ccs thai \\111 kSWl 
C!ducalun in implanuling ll.- nn·li1 ~tndll!'d>. 

Plc&se di~ qw:wi!JCD lo: acdpi~a•gmlilA1111 

W..rtantNtllu1u.,_.tlla'ttllklJ: _. ~ h:w..., llllilllct."M I«:IU. 
4MI U.•llr ttn11tillarH., .cat la.t:tJ.tY«nhiD~tb1at......._. 
....... ..-1.!.. ttJt t.Rt. ,_...._s.t.n nt o..c..ar.o.mat. 

* 



Schoolnet: Classrooms Functionality 
0 Welcome, Teacher! Home Base Train .. . ·~ Sign Out My Acco unt , Help 

NC INSTRUCTIONAL 
IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM 

Student 
Performance 
Analyz_e by test, standard, 
section and skill 

Classrooms 
Rosters, Reports, Planners 

Lesson Planner 
Schedule lessons, units 
and materials 

• My Classroom 

NC Educator Effectiveness System 
Section Mrs. - K 

Instructional 
Materials 
Find standards, curricular 
materials, courses and 
resources 

Assignments 

.,. 

m·H'J:w.u ld!il Reports !I Planner 0. Materials Search ~ Assessments 

NC EDUCATOR 
EFFECTIVENESS 

Tl>-'llil"'il"'l'l 'lli"'J'I Q,, ...... ,.. ... 

Today"s Instruction 
Curriculum: Gr8 Math Curr 

ols to suppor1 teaching and 
xcellent teaching and to 
curriculum standards, 

* 
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Assessment Features 

• Teachers can create and deploy their own 
exams and quizzes. 

• Allows educators to develop and deploy 
tests, capture results and manage the vital 
information needed to make data-driven 
decisions and help guide instruction in the 
classroom 

HOME B~SE~ 



Schoo et: Assessmen unctionality 
NC INSTRUCTIONAL 
IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM 

0 School & District Data ~·~:;;looms 
Reports & Indicator~ · · · · Rosters, Reports , Planners 

llll"!!i 

NC Educator S:ff.:t~-thtd 

•• ••• ••• •••• • 
Dashboard 

Assessment Admin 
Create & Monitor 

Create 
Tests, Items, Passages, 
and Rubrics 

Track Completion 
Rates 

Find a Test 

ology too ls to support teaching and 
craft of exce ll ent teaching and to 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.~ ... ~ .• ~.u~~ve and ~s cur~culu~ standards, 

Quickly view the tests 
most relevant to you or 
search for a specific test 

See how many students 
have completed each test 

Find an Item, 
Pa.ssage or Rubric 

Training and Support 

Training Opportunities 

Mastery In Minutes 

• Report Bank 

Search Reports for High School 3G2 f) 

C::.:>~ r·r11 

._....._.,ectat ions fo r learnina and stren ucato r effectiveness ~ode l. 

• My Classroom 

Section rv1rs. - K 1' 

Q!il Reports I!! Planner Q. Materials search rnm Assessments 

Todats Inst ruct ion 

MY SCHEDULED MATERIAlS 

* 



Data Reporting 

• Key performance indicators provide at a 
glance color coded view of critical district, 
school or classroom data for tracking goals. 

• Numerous teacher and school comparison 
reports are available to inform resource 
allocation, staffing and professional 
development needs. 

HOME B~SE~ 



tn 
E

 
(L) 
I 

I 

I 
I 

c (L) 

E
 

...., 
tn 

c: 
GJ 

tn 
"' 

(L) 
GJ 
1

.. 
tn 

c.. 
tn 

<C I I I 

E
 

>
. 

<
D

-
....... 

(
]
)
 

(
/
)
 

S...,. 
+

-
' 

I 1
"'\ 

....... 
E

 
o 

u ""'"' 
... 

<D 
co 

'+
-

·c
 
~
 

(/) c.. E
 

(]) 
(]) ....... 

I 

E
 ·-

·-
....... ::c -~ ~

 
(]) 
~
 

>< 
,-,.c 

'"'C
 0 -

+
-
' 

::::J 
0 

co 
\U

 
~
 

,..-
~ 

. -
E

 
s..... 

....... 
:::: 

"'"' 
N

 
s..... 

r
o
~
~
.
8
~
~
(
]
)
~
 

c 
c:~ co o 

co 
s..... £ 

>
. 

0 
·
-

..._... 0 
,, 

(]) 
,... 

-
.
-

'"'C
 

"'"' 
~
 

0 
:!:::::! 

::::J 
~
 

0 
..c 

..c(.) . -
0 

"'C
 

-
"'"' 

-
1'1' 

,... 
'"'C 

u 
a

. o
 

. -
co en ts 

<
( -~ 

~
 U

) 
~
 2 

::::J 
(/) 

c 
·-(/) 

co 
E

 
(]) 

... ·u 
(]) 

0
') ..c 

0 
....... §roC

/) 
0 

0
') ~
 

"'C
 

0 
c 

... 
c 

oco...--...co 
-
..J

<
(
 

... 
N

..c
....J

<
D

C
/) 

M
 

cn 
W

 
u 

<D 
. 

·-
..._... c 

·-
-

-
(]) 

"'C
 

(]) 
0

') ~
 

• -
::::J 

>
cs.....u

......, 
O

W
<

(C
J
)C

J
) 

* 



Truenorthlogic 
Professional 
Development (LOCAL) 

Core Instructional Improvement System 

Content in System 
Tools for Teaching ·Assessment Creation 

Initial Content 
•Math, ELA, Science and Social Studies Assessment Items for 
Benchmark or Classroom Assessments 

•Instructional Content (e.g. lesson plans , videos, interactive 
activities) 

* 
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HOME BI'SE. Products being integrated to create Home Base 

FREE 

Truenorthlogic 
Professional 
Development (LOCAL) 

User 
Portal 

via PowerSchoo/ 

FREE 

Core Instructional Improvement System 

School net 
Instructional 
Tools and 
Assessment 

Initial Content 

Content in System 
Tools for Teaching • Assessment Creation 

•Math, ELA, Science and Social Studies Assessment Items for 
Benchmark or Classroom Assessments 

•Instructional Content (e.g. lesson plans , videos, interactive 
activities) 

* 





Professional Development (PO) 
State & Local Functionality 

HOME B~SE-

• Enables all districts and charters to utilize 

existing PD resources in a more sophisticated 

software platform that connects Educator 

Evaluation to PD 

• Better tracking and reporting of State-offered 
PD 

• Enables Opt-In districts and charters to utilize 

expanded functionality to manage both State 

and locai-PD content, tracking, reporting, etc. 

• Better tracking of State-offered and Local PO 

* 



PD "State" Functionality 
HOME aq sE· 

All districts and charters will be able to ... 

•Search for & enroll in State-provided instructor­
led and self-paced courses (presented in 
Moodie) 

- Note: State-provided courses will be aligned with 
teacher and leader standards (where applicable) 

•Maintain a transcript (including recommended 
CEUs) for State-provided courses 

•View and create reports of staff transcripts 

* 



Ei: NCDPI I Online Professional... X 

ONliNE PROFESS IONAL DEVELOPMENT MODULES NORT 

..... 

1>PHASE 1:201 1-2012 

1> PHASE II: 2012-20 13 

YPHASE Ill: 2013-2014 

Buildin.11 and Sustainili'IS Professional D~elopment 

T lli:: module '"Pi"'rt~ di=trict, ~1\:~.rte-r leacfe~ an.i t<ea~her· leade~ in 

e;U.blis:l!ins :yrt"""' >J1d :tructure: ... [m!m') 

Data Literacy in Action 
In tni; . modu!~, tho ocno10pt·: of d~to. lit10racy in t roduc..G in the 

inuodu.ctory m<>dule will El10 "".Piored furthe r. The module will 

inuotlu~<e Jl data inte opretatio111 cyQie- (mo,..,] 

Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical 

Subjects, Part 2 
l.A!arn10r: w111 r..vi10w the :tandardt in th"ir clirc iplin~ and under.tand 

I:> ow th~ u.acmn3 of ll iter.ao~ is a :chool·wide '""pon.ibiti~. They will 

abo .... (mare] 

Measures of Student Learning, Grades 9-12 
1ine modu!: i$ f11r tea<>.hen in srade.; ,_12. wh11 will ll<! admini:t<erin; 

t11 10 M10.a:ur.o; of Stlildent l.A!Ill'ning._ !mor10] 

Measures of St.ur:lent Learning: <C-ommon Exams, Middle 
and Elementary Grades 
·t he tal',;e< a"di•mc,. for tm> inionnational m<>du~ ii to.oct-...rs in tt-... 

e~mef'ltllt)' llnd middle ocnaol who will b10 admini:t .. ring the 

Mi!:U<J r<O< af Studel\t ~arnint: Commo111 f XIlmL .. [mDn!l 

HC f"rindpa l .and Assistant Principal Evaluation: 
Understanding the Process 
1il>i• mod"-!~ ""plore• til~ steps. of th~ North Carolina PriMipal and 

.ltm=tant P'ri""ipal Evawotict1 Proo<!:>, inaludin3 ... [more] 

NC Te<acher Evaluation: Un-derstanding the Process 
1illiun~d.,~ ~xplores tile .steps<ol the· North Ca.rolina ·fducuor 

Evalt•ation. P""""· illctudina ... [more] 

Responsibilities of the 21st-Century Educator 
1illi•mo.:M~ wgiM w;cn d!e founcbtiorul "'Cs (Communication, 

Cc>llabot~ation. Critio.zl Tllinkins;. illlcl Creotivity) An.i how tho.~ 

0 How can 1. ... 

... access the modules? 

+ MODULES AT NC iEDUCATfON Me available in Moodie and can be accesed by going to the NC 

Education site and creating a nE'IW 1user account or logging in with your existing usemame and 

password. You can then enroll in the module of interest. A phone number for the Help D~ is listed 

on the login page'. 

ADDITIO~AL MODIJL.JES ar~e in various locations and have varying requirements. See the + 
informa.tion at right. 

... implement the ~~noduLes in my LEA? 

+ THE MODULES AT NC E'DUCA TION can .be implemented in a variety -of ways. We recommend 

profe~onal learning communities CPLCs), whether online, offline, or in a hybrid follillat, but ·teachers 

can use the mod!uls fo.r self-directed teaming. The Implementation Guide offers suggestions for 

managing each of these options. 

0 Things to remember 

• There il> no cost to ~chool districts or edLICatO:rs to take tl\e'"..e modules .. _ [more I 

• All materials :n~e-d to comp\ete the modules are provided online .... [more) 

• The;.e I'IIIOdulei-will be available throughout the school year. You may begin at any time ..•. (more] 

• Attendance i:o oot taken by NCDPI. 

• Since these are non-facilita<ted coorse., collaboration with other edLICators willnHd to take place 

within your district Of' region. 

• Educators. •o~.bll ,comp.'le<te a module may print a Certificate of Completion for their records_. [morel. 

0 Learm more 

Watch the trailer! You can view a brief newsca!Ot detailing the 

release of Phase Il l online professional deve lopment modules from 
IT tineS. 

Complete descriptions cftihe Pthaso? II and Phase Ill module.s and detailed suggestions for implementing 

them in 'fOIZ LEA are provichcf in ,me 2013-14 Implementation Guide. 

T FAC ILITATED MODULES 

The North Cuoluu !Profe:!Olonal Teaohl:n!! Standu 

avai l:&b'l~ 115 o.ncnline cour;~ ta~t by o.n NCDPI iru 

provid~ an in-deptll lcol< At ·tl>~ No.rth Cllroliru Pro: 

Stondard: anli i• dl5i;ned to bui ld 0111 the Ie amer'• 

and ano!yz<e the Leame.r' ~ CW"I'e'llt practice:. Th~ co 

multiple t ime; durin!!. the 2012·2013 o:ohoDI year ano 

New =tict~s will be offered fill! 201-4. Cliok hete f< 

aVRit..ble- s;ection,._ 

fo r morl!\ mformaticCl, ..... th.e 2()1~-14 lmp!..menta' 

1> TEACH A LOCAL SECTION 

1> ADDITIONAL MODULES: PHASE II 



PD "Local" Functionality HOME B~SE-

Opt-In Districts and Charters will be able to ... 

•Create & manage district/charter-level instructor led and self-paced 
courses in a common catalog 

•Leverage built-in Moodie integration 

•Provide integrated access to state-owned learning object repositories 

•Choose courses to align with teacher and leader standards 

•Target courses to specific participants 

•Create aggregate and individual reports 

•Produce course completion certificates & surveys 

•Manage enrollment and participant processes, including wait lists, 
courses & sections, rosters, attendance, completion, etc. 

* 



PD Tool (State & Local) Timeline HOME B~SE-

Milestones: 

•PO Tool configured and Statewide courses piloted & ready for April 1 launch 
(State courses will continue to be added on an ongoing basis) 

•Local functionality will be piloted (April-August) in advance of full 
implementation 

•Districts/Charters who Opt-In to Home Base by July 15, 2014 may begin 
implementation work in August 2014 with locally determined go-live dates 

Launch 
Statewide Courses 

, (State Functionality) 

April 2014 

Conduct 
- Opt-In District Pilots -

(Local Functionality) 

April -August 2014 

Begin 
Opt-In District 

Implementation 

August 2014 

PD Tool archived webinar: https://vimeo.com/87813848 

! ~ 

* 



Training - State Courses 
HOME B~sE· 

March training for end users gives educators in districts 
and charters statewide the ability to search, register, and 
manage their State courses 

•Training topics include: 
- Searching and browsing for courses 
- Registration for instructor-led courses 
- Accessing self-paced courses 
- Withdrawing from courses 
- Accessing transcripts 

•Delivery method: 
-Web-based 
- includes access to video tutorials and documentation 

* 



Truenorthlogic 
Professional 
Development (LOCAL) 

Core Instructional Improvement System 

Content in System 
Tools for Teaching· Assessment Creation 

Initial Content 
•Math, ELA, Science and Social Studies Assessment Items for 
Benchmark or Classroom Assessments 

•Instructional Content (e.g. lesson plans , videos, interactive 
activities) 

* 
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Systems and Services Timeline 

Start of School I October -
2013-14 November 2013 

April 201'4 Summer,2014 1 Fall/early winter 
2014-15 

TestNav 

* 



What is the plan? 

The district will be using grant money to hold a 
Home Base Academy the week of June 23. 
This money will allow the district to provide a 
stipend for the teams that attend from each 
school. Those attending will receive in depth 
training that they will teach their peers through 
the course of 2014-2015. 

HOME B~SE~ 
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For Parents 
Staying Engaged 
- Grades & Assignments 
-Attendance & Transcripts 
- Resources 
-Communication with Educators 
- Parent Tools 

For Students 
Collaborate & Connect 
-Schedules & Agendas 
- Assignments & Assessments 
- Resource Sharing 
- Grades & Test Scores 
- Chats & Message Boards 

www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase 

For Educators 
Day-to-Day Tools 
Administrative Features 
-Attendance & Schedules 
- Grade Books 

Student Data 
- ID, Demographics & Contacts 
- Health Records 

Learner Profiles 
- Personal Education Plans 
- Student Work Samples 

Educational Tools 
- Lesson Planning & Instruction 
-Assessments & Reporting 
- Collaborations & Connections 

Professional 
Development Tools 
-Courses & CEUs 
- NC Educator Resources 
- Educator Evaluation 



Elevate 
Your Craft 
The READY plan empowers educators and parents to 
give our children an education that properly prepares 
them for their next big steps after graduation­
college, career and adulthood. The plan is part of 
North Carolina's commitment to providing the tools 
we need to most effectively achieve that goal. 

READY's Home Base" technology platform is an all­
encompassing resource to elevate the craft of teaching 
and help our children succeed. Think of Home Base 
as the starting point for success. 

-- J Supporting Educators 
You play the most important role in our students' learning. To help them reach 
the ir full potential , you need a tool to help you reach yours, instructionally 
and professionally. 

Home Base was designed with input from your peers to ensure you have access to 
actionable student insight, teaching best practices and collaborating with your fellow 
educators across the state. It will set us apart from the rest of the nation as a model 
of how an intuit ive. robust technology tool enables you to make more meaningful 
teach ing dec isions, which will greatly impact the success of your students. 

We know each of you has your own methods and needs. That's why we built 
Home Base with you in mind, enabling you to use it to best meet your specific 
needs. Your input and involvement are vital to its success. The more you put 
in, the more you will get out. And even as it continues to grow and evolve, 
individualization and ease of use are always the top priorities. 

Home Base is quite literally your home base, where you can easily find 
instructional and professional tools in one place- under one login. It's where 
you take attendance, post grades, create your lesson plans, and commun icate 
with students , parents and other educators. You have access to assessment data, 
as well as the ability to create and deliver assessments. Professionally, you can 
earn Continuing Education Units through Home Base, as well as have access to 
professional development resources and educator evaluation data. All of this will 
be available in a suite of technology tools housed in one place. 

This is merely sk imming the surface of what Home Base is and will become. As it 
rolls out in phases, we will always be mindful of elevating your craft with the focus 
always on student ach ievement. 

) Helping Parents and Students Thrive 
As a parent, you are critical to your child's success. Your involvement in his or 
her education not only supports your ch ild but also teachers. In turn, Home Base 
supports you and your child with a technology tool that better prepares him or her for 
the next level, whether that's the next grade or the next big steps after graduation. 

At its most basic, Home Base lets you view your ch ild's grades, assignments and 
attendance. But it's much more robust than that. If your child is having problems 
with a particular subject or homework assignment, Home Base enables you to search 
for spec ific resources that can help him or her succeed. You can also reach out to 
other parents for help and insight, as well as communicate privately with teachers. 

For students, Home Base can make the difference between doing well at school 
and excell ing. In the broadest sense, you will gain valuable skills that set you 
apart by interacting with such an advanced technology tool. Not only will you have 
access to your schedules, class agendas, assignments, grades and test scores, but 
Home Base also is the hub where you store your work and turn in assignments. You 
will be empowered to collaborate and share helpful insight with other classmates, 
and you will have access to textbooks and other digital resources. 

Our state is committed to helping better 
prepare our children for the world they 
will live in. As we all recognize, the 
skills they need today and tomorrow are 
much different than the ones needed 
yesterday. Together we must embrace 
this change to elevate our students, and 
Home Base is a major step in making 
sure they will succeed. 
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If you have any questions, please contact the commun icat ions director at the NC Department of Publ ic Instruction I 919-807-3450 www.ncpublicschools.org/homebase 


