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SUBJECT: Public Participation at Board Meetings Policy #231 0 - 1st Reading Approval 

INFO. CONTACT: Marcie Holland/Patrick Rhodes PHONE: 919-732-8126 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. Public Participation at Board Meetings Policy #2310. 

PURPOSE: The purpose of this agenda item is to provide the board an opportunity to approve on 1st 
Reading Approval revisions to Board Policy #2310, Public Participation at Board Meetings. 

BACKGROUND: The Orange County Schools Board of Education Policy Subcommittee met on 
January 11, 2013. Members of the Subcommittee Donna Coffey, Brenda Stephens and Debbie 
Piscitelli are supported by the board attorney and administrative staff. 

Board of Education Policy #241 0 stales "It is through the development and adoption of written policies 
that the Board shall exercise its leadership in the operation of the school system; it is through the study 
and evaluation of reports concerning the execution of its written policies that the Board shall exercise its 
control over school operations." 

During the January 11 meeting, the Policy Subcommittee recommended a revised Policy #2310 be 
presented for 181 Reading Approval on January 28, 2013. This agenda item was tabled at the January 
28 meeting and is being brought back for presentation. The revised policy is attached for full board 
discussion and approval. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: There is no financial impact associated with this agenda item. 

RECOMMENDATION: The Superintendent recommends the Board of Education approve the revised 
Policy #2310, Public Participation at Board Meetings, for 181 Reading Approval. 



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT Date Reviewed/Approved: 10/04/2004 Policy Number: 2310 
BOARD MEETINGS 

Rescinds Policy Number: BCB!, BCBI-R, BCBIA, KCA Issued: 02/2811979,0212811979,0212811979,02128/1979 

Board meetings are conducted for the purpose of carrying on the official business of the school district. The public 
is cordially invited to attend board meetings to observe the board as it conducts its official business. However the 
board reserves the right to meet in closed sessions, according to the provisions of the Open Meetings Law and to 
adjourn or recess a meeting at any time to discuss such matters as arc properly considered in closed sessions. 

The Board of Education, as an elected representative body of the school district, also wishes to provide a forum for 
citizens to at/dress tile Board witlt public comments.eltpress irnerests aHa coHcerns related to the school district. 
To provide an opportunity for input while conducting an orderly meeting, individuals or groups may be heard by 
the Board in accordance with this policy. 

REQUESTS TO PLACE ITEM ON THE AGENDA 

In order that the board may fairly ana aEiequately Eliscl1arge its overall responsibility, citizeRs Elesiring an item to be 
placed on the agenda for a specific boarcl meeting shoulcl direct written requests to the superiR!endent at least I 0 
v1orkiAg clays prior to the meeting. 

The request sheu!EI ineh;Eie: 

The name aRe aaclress of the person or fJersoRs makiHg the reqeest; 
The orgaHization or groHp, if any, represeAted; aAEl 
A brief ellplaaatioR ofthe natere of the item. QHestions and/er materials to be preseAted to tile board are to be 
submitted aloRg with the reqHest. AdditioHal items may be added te the ageHda by the bom·EI on a to.vo thirds 
vote of tile board members. 

The sHperiRteadeat will confer with tile ehairperson of the board eoneeming whether to approve plaeiAg the 
reqeested item on the age!lda, and to determiAe the appropriate meeting for sHel1 diseussion. 

The sHperiatendent, with the eonseHt of the boarEI ehairperson, will aeeept or cleny a reqHest for iaclHsioH on the 
ageHda for aHy reason determined appropriate by tile sHperiHtendent and chairpeFSon. 

The superintencleRI will eltplaiA any other processes available for ac!SressiRg the eoneerns. 

The sHperintendern '.viii notif)' the reqHesting party of the response to the reqHest. Tlle board may, by Alajority vote 
aRd HotwithstaAcling prior denial by the SHperirnenclent, eon sent to hear a presentation where the appeal to speak is 
made immecliately prior ro er auring the eourse of the meeting. 

Tile ehairperSOA will establish the ammmt of time for individHal or group presentations. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT BOARD MEETINGS 

The Board will provide an oppmtunity in open session believes in hearing the publie comments aboHt issues of! the 
Board's open session agenEia is important. Therefore, the opportunity will be provicled at every regular{)! 
scltetluletl moRthly meeting for the community members, students and employees to address the Board. All publie 
eommerns will be heard in open session e)[cept comments eoneerning student or personnel1natters, whiell will be 
l1earcl in elosecl session to eAsHre protection of confidential stHEient and emplO)'ee infonnatioA. Public comments 
slwald not atltlress any specific student or personnel matter. Complaints concerning any spec{fic employee or 
student ure not permissible daring pablic comments. Speeifie reforenees to employees of the sehool will not be 
permitted ill open sessioA. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT BOARD MEETINGS Policy Number: 2310 

Exeept ia eases ofemergel!o)', i11formatioR reeeiveEI dtwing preseRtations will not ae aated HflOR at the time it is 
reeeived.DismfltioHs ll)' aay flersoR or flOrsoRs of a pHblie meeting will be subjeet to aetion in aeeordaRee with G.S. 
1'13 318.7. 

No profane or vulgar language will be permitted or personal abuse against any person. The Board vests in its 
Chairman or other presiding officer authority to terminate the remarks of any individual when he/she does not 
adhere to the rules established above. 

A person wishing to address the Board on an open session item on the agenda for that meeting must sign up prior to 
the Board's regular meeting by signing his/her name and address and the agenda item on which he/she wishes to 
speak. 

The Board Chair will recognize the speaker. Comments will be limited to three minutes. When the three minutes 
end, the speaker must stop speaking immediately. Yielding time to another speaker will not be permitted. The 
Board will not have a discussion with any speaker. 

It is the Board's i11tent, where apflropriate, to respoad to qHestions ami eommeats withia ten workiag days. 

REPORTS OF COMPLAINTS 

ComplaiRts about the porformanee ofsehool persoRnel, implemeRta!ion oflloard poliey, the qttality of the 
edueational fJregFam or se!wol facilities slwald be sallmitted initially fur a response te the school aistriet official 
respensillle for the program or faeility or to the sttperilltendeRt. The superinteAdent or ElesigAee will make availal3le 
this eoard poliey and othet· rele ... ant grieo,·anee proeedttres to aHy individ~o~al er group submitting a oomplaillt. 

Citizens may not interrupt, disturb, or disrupt a Board of Education meeting ami will be subject to the provisions 
ofG.S. 143-318.17. 

Nothing in this policy shall prevent the Board from limiting public comment at any Board meeting. 

Legal References: G.S. 143-318.10, -318.17, and 115C-36 
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