ORANGE COUNTY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

AGENDA ITEM ABSTRACT

Meeting Date: _ March 7, 2011

AGENDA ITEM No. 11-03-17

ACTION ITEM: (Y/N) Y

SUBJECT: Resolution - Charter School Senate Bill 8

INFO. CONTACT: Patrick Rhodes PHONE: _ 919-732-8126

ATTACHMENTS: 1. DRAFT Resolution — Charter School Senate Bill 8

PURPOSE: The purpose of this agenda item is to provide board members an opportunity to discuss
the attached draft Resolution proposed by the North Carolina School Boards Association regarding
Charter School related Senate Bili 8.

BACKGROUND: On February 28, 2011, a request was received from Leanne Winner, Director of
Governmental Relations, with the North Carolina School Boards Association.

Currently, school districts are required to provide charter schools with the per pupil amount from local
funding. According to the North Carolina School Boards Association, Senate Bill 8 would entitle charter
schools to a portion of all funds that flow through local public school system accounts, including:
donations from private entities; reimbursement of expenses (such as activity bus fees and gymnasium
rental fees); grants that school boards took affirmative action to secure for programs that charter
schools choose to not offer (such as Head Start, More-at-Four, and Free and Reduced Lunch); fund
balances; and child nutrition funds (which include fees paid by parents and governmental subsidies
even when the charter school does not serve lunch).

FINANCIAL IMPACT: The potential additional loss of school funding for OCS will be in the hundreds
of thousands of dollars.

RECOMMENDATION: The Superintendent recommends the Board of Education discuss the attached
DRAFT Resolution and approve as presented.
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RESOLUTION
For the North Carolina General Assembly to Reconsider
Charter School Senate Bill 8

Whereas, we are elected/appointed by the citizens of Orange County to provide for the
education of the students of the Orange County School System (currently numbering
approximately 7,190); and ,

onsibility for securing and
] le sources mcludmg

Whereas, leadership of this school system char
appropriately using funding for the education
federal, state, and local governments, as well
various fees and fundraisers; and

Whereas, Orange County Schools have voluntar 1 affirmative action to secure funds
to provide elective programs for their students int ,

programs, believing that these programs prov1de signific
the basic education requirements; and

Whereas, the North Carolina Gener
Carolina and is currently consid
expand these schools and redefi

ing: donations from private entities;
es and gymnasium rental fees); grants that

from the current operating budget of the local school system, leading to a reduction in

.Services and/or positions that would otherwise be provided; and

Whereas, under Senate Bill 8, charter schools may apply for and secure grants for specific
programs at their schools with no obligation to share such monies or donations with any local
school system; and

Whereas, Senate Bill 8 as proposed would result in a significant disparity of per pupil
operating funding in favor of charter schools; and
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“Providing educational opportunities for successful futures.
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Whereas, Senate Bill 8 removes the minimum number of students necessary to form a
charter school, thereby potentially diverting public funds for education to small groups of
private individuals or homeschoolers, creating a voucher system; and

Whereas, Senate Bill 8 also provides for considération of ca

ding for charter schools

Therefore, be it resolved that the Orange Count;
members of the North Carolina General Assembl

charter schools,
e Allow for monies to follo

¢ Remove the provision
restrictions of use f furnd;

a surcharge for charter schools.
students necessary to form a charter

ise the proposed legislation so that traditional public schools: 1) are
re in self-sustaining, fee-based programs such as child nutrition; 2)
o share preschool and other federal funds (such as JROTC and Free
and Reduced j:}mch) with charter schools that do not provide these programs; 3) are
not reqmred_@g share fund balance reserves; and 4) are not required to share

exmbursepfénts (such as facility rental fees and activity bus fees) to which charter
ols );afe no legitimate claim.

IEthe General Assembly passes Senate Bill 8 without the requested changes we respectfully
réi%iest that the Governor veto the legislation.

Adopted this the 7" day of March, 2011,
ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUATION

By:

Tony McKnight, Chair
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