ORANGE COUNTY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

AGENDA ITEM ABSTRACT

Meeting Date: __ July 7, 2011

AGENDA ITEM No. 11-07-08

ACTION ITEM: (Y/N) Y

SUBJECT: Student Code of Conduct Policy #4300 Revised — 2™ Reading Approval

INFO. CONTACT: ___Mike Parker, Attorney PHONE: _ 919-732-8141

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Student Code of Conduct Policy #4300 - Revised.
2. Due Process Procedures.

PURPOSE: To reflect changes required by Senate Bill 648,

BACKGROUND: Senate Bill 648, if adopted, will make significant changes to student discipline under
NCGS 115C-391. That legislation has not passed, but indications are that it will in some form. Due to
time constraints in printing the student code of conduct, the Board adopted the policy for 1% Reading
Approval on June 20, 2011. The policy is being brought back to the board for 2™ Reading Approval.

Some of the expected changes of significance in the student discipline law are as follows:

1. Mandatory long term suspensions are only permitied for offenses requiring long term
suspensions under state or federal law. Long term suspensions are limited to offenses that are
serious violations of the code of conduct that threaten the safety of individuals in the school
setting or substantially disrupt the learning environment. 365 day suspensions are strictly
limited to possession of a firearm or explosive device.

2. Any student suspended fong term must receive alternative educational services unless the
superintendent provides a significant or important reason for declining such services.

3. Penalties for truancy and tardiness may not exceed two day suspensions.

4. Off campus behavior that violates the code of conduct is subject to disciplinary action if the
action has a direct and immediate impact on the orderly and efficient operation of the schools or
safety of individuals in the school environment.

FINANCIAL IMPACT: None.

RECOMMENDATION: The Superintendent recommends the Board of Education approve the Student
Code of Conduct Policy #4300 on 2" Reading Approval.



Student Code of Conduct — Policy #4300
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Intreduction and Statement of Purpese

Because an educated citizenry is essential to good government and can be attained only in an
atmosphere conducive to teaching and learning, the Orange County Board of Education requires the
maintenance of good order in the schools.

The purpose of this policy is to provide students, parents, guardians, school personnel, and the
public with a concise, comprehensive description of the expectations for the behavior of all students
enrolied in the Orange County Schools. This Code contains definitions of inappropriate student
conduct and possible courses of action, which may be utilized by school officials to discipline
students who behave improperly. The Board places emphasis upon the right of all students to learn
in an atmosphere free from disruption by others.

All students shall comply with the Code of Student Conduct, state and federal laws, School Board
policies and local school rules governing student behavior and conduct. This policy applies to any
student who is on school property, including school bus stops, who is in attendance at any school or
any school-sponsored actmty, or whose conduct at any time or place on or off campus has a dn ect
and immediate-eff ntoin rcdag aline-eraoret 2 Y o e
Sﬁé&ﬂ%&wm«f-ﬁmhe—selmls meact on the oxdcrlv and efﬁmcnt oper cation of the Schools or the
safety of individuals in the school environment. This policy also applies to regular school buses,
school activity buses, other school vehicles or any private vehicle located on property owned by the
Orange County Board of Education. This policy also applies to students on any school sponsored
field trip, including student conduct during travel times, in places of accommodation, and at all
other times._Students may be suspended for conduct not occurring on educational property that
violates the Code of Conduct and has or is reasonably-expected to have a direct and immediate

impact on the orderly and efficient operation of the schools or the safety of individuals in the school
environment,

Lockers, desks, and other school property remain at all Gme the properiy of the Board and shall be
subject to search at the discretion of the Superiniendent or his/her designee. Lockers, desks,

narking lots, and any other property of the Olai} e County Schools may not be used for any
unlawful purpose, and any unlawful, disruptive or dangerous material found in or on school

premises mav be confiscafed.

In order to ensure that all students attending the Orange County Schools receive the full benefits of
their education, cooperation between the home and school is essential.

Aunthority of School Personnel

The principal has the authority and responsibility to investigate and take appropriate action
regarding any antisocial or criminal student behavior and any other behavior appropriately referred
to him or her. The principal is responsible for informing students and parents of any standards or
rules that, if violated, could result in short-term or long-term suspension, 365 day suspension, or
expulsion.

The teacher has the authority and responsibility to manage student behavior in the classroom and
while students are under his or her supervision. The teacher is expected to implement the student
management plan and any other school standards or rules. The teacher may develop other
standards or rules consistent with the direction provided by the Board and school. Every teacher,
student teacher, substitute teacher, voluntary teacher or teacher assistant is required to report to the



principal all acts of violence occurring in school, on school grounds, or at any school-related
activity.

The teacher has the authority to manage or remove disruptive or dangerous students. School
personnel may use reasonable force to control behavior or to restrain or remove a person from the
scene in those situations when necessary:

1. To correct students:

2. _To quell a disturbance threatening injury to others;

23. To obtain possession of a weapon or other dangerous object on the person, or within the
control, of a student;

34. For the protection of persons or propertys or self-defense;

5. To maintain order on educational property, in the classroom, or at a school-related
activity on or off educational property,

Students shall comply with the direction of principals, teachers, substitute teachers, student
teachers, voluntary teachers, teacher assistants, bus drivers, parent volunteers and any other school
personnel authorized to give such directions, whether assigned to the school personnel of not,
during any period of time when they are subject to the authority of school personnel. Unless this
Code specifically requires that certain punishments be given for misconduct, principals and teachers
may use their discretion in deciding which disciplinary actions to take. Any student who refuses to
comply with reasonable rules, regulations or directions imposed by authorized school employees, or
fails to cooperate with the investigation, shall be held in violation of the Student Code of Conduct.

This Code of Student Conduct is not intended to restrict in any way the authority of principals to
make rules, which they are authorized by law to make for the governance and operation of their
respective schools or the authority of teachers to make such rules which they are authorized by law
to make for their respective classes.

1i1. Law Enforcement Involvement

Law enforcement will be notified if the principal has a reasonable belief that an act has occurred on
school property involving assault on school personnel, assault of a student resuliting in serious
personal injury, sexual assault, sexual offense, rape, kidnapping, an adult taking indecent liberties
with a minor, assault involving the use of a weapon, possession of a controlled substance in
violation of the law, death by other than natural causes, robbery with or without a dangerous
weapon, or any other conduct that is required by law or policy to be reported to law enforcement.

In addition, law enforcement will be called in other instances if the principal has reason to believe a
crime may have been committed and if the involvement of law enforcement would advance the
principal’s efforts to determine whether a erime has been committed, quell a disturbance, or
maintain order. School officials shall cooperate at all time with the efforts of law enforcement;
however, school disciplinary measures will proceed independently of any criminal, juvenile
investigation or prosecution.



HIV. General Provisions

A. Principal Responsibilities
According to G.5. 115C-288

The principal shall have authority to exercise discipline over the pupils of the school. The principal
may suspend a student for ten (10) days or less, recommend long-term suspension, recommend 365
day suspension or expulsion of a student following procedures outlined in the section on Due
Process.

Principals will distribute the Code of Conduct to all students and verify, in writing, the Code’s
distribution. Additionally, each student will be required to provide a copy of the Code of Conduct
to his or her parents/guardian and every student and parents/guardian will sign a verification ferm
that they have read and reviewed the Code and understand the expected behavior and consequences
resulting from unacceptable behavior. This verification will take place at the beginning of the
school year, or, in the case of students enrofling after the beginning of school, at the time of
enroliment. The form for the verification is found in the Appendices of this document.

B. Teacher Responsibilities

According to G.S. 115C-307(a), teachers have a duty and responsibility to maintain order and
discipline. “It shall be the duty of all teachers, including stadent teachers, substitute teachers,
voluntary teachers, and teacher assistants when given authority over some part of the school
program by the principal or supervising teacher to maintain good order and discipline in their
respective schools.”

A teacher may not suspend a student from school nor may he/she permanently remove a child from
a classroom. A teacher should report serious misconduct to the principal or designee for
appropriate disciplinary action.

Responsibility for supervising each student’s conduct should be assumed by all teachers of the
school. The responsibility shall include snpervision of students in classrooms, halls, restrooms,

auditorium, on the playground, or at school sponsored events.

C. School Staff Responsibilities



All staff members should assume their responsibility as adults to help maintain good order in the
school. Consequences for student misconduct should ordinarily be left to certified employees.

D.  Parents/guardian Responsibilities

Parents/guardians have the responsibility to provide a home atmosphere which enhances the total
development of the child. Parents/guardians should understand the school’s rules and regulations
and support the school’s discipline efforts. Parents/guardians should see that their child attends
school regularly, and they should regularly schedule and attend parent-teacher conferences.
Parents/guardians should contact school officials whenever the need arises.

E. Student Responsibilities

Each student has the right to attend the public schools of Orange County and must accept the
consequetces for his/her actions. Each student is responsible for knowing all regulations and
policies, which may affect him/her, and for following those regulations. Students share with school
officials the responsibility of maintaining order at school through their compliance with all lawful
directions of principals, teachers, substitute teachers, teacher assistants, and other school personnel
authorized to give directions.

F. Bus Drivers
Responsibilities

1. School bus drivers shall have all qualifications prescribed by the regulations of the State
Board of Education. They must be at least 18 years old and have at {east six months
driving experience as a licensed operator of a motor vehicle before employment as a
regular or substituie driver.

2. School bus drivers shall keep informed of and abide by all federal, state and local laws,
rules, and regulations pertaining to the operation of the school buses and shall cooperate
with the principal and other school officials.

3. The school bus driver, subject to the direction of the principal, shall have complete authority
over and responsibility for the operation of the bus and the maintenance of good order
and conduct on the bus, and shall report promptly to the principal any misconduct or
disregard or violation of the driver’s instructions by any person riding on the bus.

4. The school bus driver shalf permit no person to ride on the bus except as assigned by the
principal.
5. The school bus driver shall inspect the bus before and after each trip and report safety

concerns ot vandalism.
G. School Resource Officers (SRO’s)

The Center for Prevention of School Violence defines a School Resource Officer in the following
way!



a certified law enforcement officer who is permanently assigned to provide coverage to a school or
a set of schools. The SRO is specifically trained to perform three roles: law enforcement officer;
law-related counselor; and law-related education teacher. The SRO is not necessarily a Drug Abuse
Resistance Education (DARE) officer (although many have received such training), security guard,
or officer who has been placed temporarily in a school in response to a crisis situation but rather
acts as a comprehensive resource for histher school.

Responsibilities
1. To protect lives and property for the citizens and public school students of the County;

2. To enforce Federal, State and Local criminal laws and ordinances, and to assist school
officials with the enforcement of Board of Education Policies and Administrative
Regulations regarding student conduct.

3. To investigate criminal activity committed on school property;

4. To counse! public school students in special situations, such as students suspected of
engaging in criminal misconduct, when requested by the principal or by the parents of a
student;

5. To answer questions that students may have about North Carolina or Juvenile laws;

6. To assist other law enforcement officers with outside investigations concerning students

attending the school(s) which the SRO is assigned

7. To provide security for special events or functions, such as PTA meetings, at the request
of the principal or the safety manager; and

8. To provide traffic control during the arrival and departure of students when a school
crossing guard is absent.



V. Definitions

Alternative Education Services — Part or full-time pro providing direct or computer-
based instruction in a setting other than the student's assigned school that allow a student to

Progress ir one or MOre Core COurses,

Board -- the Orange County Board of Education

Classroom -- locations where designated learning experiences take place and where school
officials have supervisory responsibility.

Consequences -- consequences for violation of the Code of Conduct include, but are not limited to,
conferences with parents/guardians, confiscation of property which disrupts the learning
environment, restitution, in-school suspension, suspension from school activities and events,
suspension of bus privileges, after-school detention, out-of-school suspension and expulsion.

Day or Days -- school days excluding teacher workdays, holidays, vacations days and weekends.

Expulsion -~ permanent exclusion of a student from registering, enrolling or attending any Orange
County school. This exclusion also includes riding in a school-owned or operated vehicle and prohibits
the student from participating in school activities or entering any school property. Expulsion requires
the-apprevalaction of the Board of Education.

In-School Suspension (hereinafter 1SS) -~ the in-school program is an alternative to students
being suspended out of school. The purpose of the program is to provide a form of consequence
that results in improved behaviors without the removal of students from the school environment and
supervision,

Long-Term Suspension -- out-of-school suspensmn for any dcszgnated pe; 10d of more than 10
da s but not exceeding the time remaining in the school - :

Out-of-School Suspension (hereinafter OSS) -~ the removal of the student from school, school
activities and school grounds for designated period of time as prescribed by law.

Parent - includes the natural parent, legal gnardian, legal custodian or- other caregiver adult who

is actmg in the nlace ofa narent and is entltiecl undez state law to enroll the student n school

PCD -- portable communication devices



VIL

Principal - the school principal or any school professional to whom the principal may officially
delegate authority.

Restitution -- to make whole, by replacement or restoration of property to its original condition, or
payment of money sufficient to compensate for damage to property.

Student -- any person enrolled or attending any of the Orange County Schools.

Substitute Teacher -- any person who is approved according to local policy to take the place of the
teacher during his/her absence.

Superintendent -- the Superintendent of the Orange County Schools or his/her chosen
representative.

Teacher -- the certified professional entrusted by the Board and the Superintendent with the
responsibility pursuant to law for the education, health and well-being of students under histher

direction.

Tardy -- means late for a class or other school period as defined by the schools and the North
Carolina laws and regulations.

365 Day Suspension — out-of-school suspension for 365 calendar days.
Preventive Measures
When it is recognized that a student is behaving in a manner which indicates potential disciplinary
problems, school personnel shall make reasonable efforts to initiate preventive measures. Possible
preventive intervention procedures may include, but are not limited to:

B conferences with the student;

B conferences with the parents/guardians;

B periodic follow-up reports to parents/guardians;

B and, referral to appropriate support personnel.
School personnel shall actively seek effective, positive methods and strategies to help each student
learn to behave in a manner that is conducive to effective learning and that respects the rights of
others. Each school principal shall systematically identify potential problem areas within his/her

school that may contribute to discipline problems and shall work to maintain a positive school
environment to minimize discipline problems.

Corporal Punishment

The district believes that a well disciplined school system can be maintained without the use of
corporal punishment. Therefore, the district prohibits the use of corporal punishment by principals,
assistant principals, teachers, substitute teachers, any other school system personnel, student
teachers or volunieers.



VIIL Suspension and Expulsion

While the teacher has the major responsibility for classroom discipline, some disruptive behavior
may require the attention of the principal or his/her designee. State law assigns the principal the

authority to suspend for ten days or less. S“uspensions of longer than ten days are imposed by the
Supermtendent upon recemmendat:on of the principal. ——ﬂi—-\wh—pﬁep—&ﬁpmwl—eﬁshe

AG:B—H5E6-3943-Special statutory provisions apply in the
event that a student enrolied in an exceptional children's program exhibits behavior which might

result in suspension or expulsion, (G.S. 115C-112),

The Superintendent shall develop guidelines to implement this policy and assist principals in

selecting appropriate disciplinary conseauences,

Upon recommendation of the superintendent, the Board may expel any student 14 years of age or
older whose continued presence in school constitutes a clear threat to the safety of other students or

school staff, pursuant to the procedures set forth in this policy,

1gh ihited fLom entgu ng the

Durin gt 1e period that a student is su; ﬁg;ﬁdgﬁ or expelled. he/she is p1
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__qqh&mevzded transpor

cing transported fron | Eomc fo school or from school. t@ 119;}3{: durmg the

_uspens an.



VIOLATIONS OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT

. Rule 1. Minor Infractions of Classroom Rules -- Teachers will follow a classroom discipline procedure
to include: warning, parents/guardian confact, after-school detention, isolation and referral to office for
assignment of ISS or OSS. Unnecessary objects which detract from the learning process or possess safety
hazards, including but not limited to lighters, matches, toys, etc. should not be brought to school.

Consequences
Elementary || Middte School High School

Ranging from in-school
Ranging from in-school disciplinary action up to 3 days Ranging from in-school
disciplinary actionup to I day [JO8S disciplinary action up to 10 days
0SS 0SS

Rule 2. Dress Code Violation -- The Orange County Board of Education respects a student’s right to
choose his or her style of dress or appearance. The Board of Education requires students to appear at
school fully clothed and groomed in an appropriate manner consistent with the establishment and
continuance of a proper atmosphere for learning. Good grooming promotes pride and good behavior.
Students are expected to adhere to standards of cleanliness and dress that are compatible with the
requirement of a good safe school environment. If a student’s dress or lack of cleanliness is such that it
constitutes a threat to health or safety, the principal or principal’s designee may require the student and
student’s parent or guardian to take appropriate action to remedy the situation, In addition, if a student’s
dress or appearance is so unusual, inappropriate or lacking in cleanliness that it clearly disrupts class or
learning activities, the student may be required to change his or her dress or appearance. Appropriate
action may include having a parent/guardian bring appropriate clothes to school or sending a student
home to change into more appropriate attire.

Principals will maintain guidelines to assist students in determining appropriate dress and appearance for
school. A copy of this policy will be distributed to all students each year, Reasonable accommodations
will be made by the school principal or principal’s designee for those students who, because of a sincerely
held religious belief or medical reason, reguest in advance a waiver of a particular guideline for dress or
appearance. Reasonable accommodations shall be made by the principal to accommodate students



involved in special duties, activities, or projects approved by the school. This would include but not be
limited to: athletics, vocational classes and projects, special events, or other activities that would allow
for non-conforming dress on a school campus.

Items listed below shall apply to all students:

B No student’s appearance or clothing will be acceptable if it is deemed disruptive,
provocative, indecent, vulgar, or obscene, or if it endangers the health or safety of the student
or others.

8 Hats, sweatbands (or other head coverings), or sunglasses are not to be worn inside school
buildings.

® No bandanas or gang-related clothing or styles are permitied before, during, or after school
hours, or at any school-sponsored/school related function.

B Any adornment such as chains or spikes that reasonably could be perceived as or used as a
weapon; and any symbols, styles or attire frequently associated with intimidation, violence or
violent groups will not be permitted.

B Students are not to wear halter tops/tank tops, clothing that reveals underclothes or fack
thereof, see-through clothes, undershirts or clothing bearing lewd/vulgar or offensive
themes/remarks (including tee-shirts advertising alcohol or tobacco products). Sleeveless
blouses are permissible if undergarments do not show and chest area and underarms are not
exposed.

B (Clothing must be worn appropriately (nothing inside-out or backwards, no rolled up pant
legs, no shirts worn half on and half off, or unfastened bib overalls; belts must be buckled and
worn at the waist line).

B Clothing must not reveal midriff, baclks, cleavage, or chest/torso area. Shirts and blouses
must cover the waist and go past the waistline.



B Coats must fit and be appropriate for the season,

M No sagging pants are allowed. A belt is required if pants do not remain at the waist.

B Tight clothing such as knit or spandex bicycle/biker pants or overly tight pants are not
allowed.

B Skirts, dresses, and/or shorts may be no higher than mid-thigh.

B Proper footwear is required. Shoes that have laces must be laced, tied and fit. No bedroom
slippers or shower shoes are allowed.

B For elementary schools, high heels and platform shoes are dangerous for young students and
are prohibited. They are not able to walk well in them and may trip when trying to run, Flip-
flops and backless sandals present similar problems and are prohibited. Shoes that are firmly
attached to the feet are required.

Consequences
Elementary Middle School High School

Ranging from in-school Ranging from in-school
Ranging from in-school disciplinary action up to 3 days disciplinary action up to 3 days
disciplinary action up to 1 day || OSS 0S8
0SS

Rule 3. Issues of Integrity -- Cheating, plagiarism, falsification of notes or documents will result in
disciplinary measures.

Consequences

Elementary Middle Scheol High School




In-school disciplinary action Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 5 days Ranging from in-school
0SS disciplinary action up to 10 days
OS88. Zero on assignment

Rule 4. Trespassing — Students are prohibited from trespassing on school property. A student will be
considered a trespasser and may be criminally prosecuted under any of the following circumstances:

A student who is on the campus of a school to which he or she is not assigned during the school day
without the prior knowledge and consent of the officials of the school the student is visiting;

Any student who loiters at any school after the close of the school day without specific need or
supervision; or

Any student who has been suspended from school who appears on the property of any school during the
suspension period without the express permission of the principal.

Consequences
FElementary Middle School High School

Ranging from in-school
Ranging from in-school disciplinary action up to 3 days Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 1 day |} OSS. Law enforcement may be disciplinary action up to 10 days
0SS, Law enforcement may be || notified 0SS, Law enforcement may be
notified notified

Ruie 5. Attendance — Students shall follow State and local attendance puidelines and attend classes in a
timely and regular fashion. Parents/guardians have the responsibility under state faw to insure their
children comply with the compulsory attendance laws.

a) Skipping (Not coming to school) School in whole or in part - Students shall come to school and be
present in their designated homeroom and/or their assigned classroom unless they have been authorized to
be absent by the principal or his/her designee or they have an absence that is excused pursuant to State
guidelines and Board policy for attendance.

Consequences

Eiementary | Middle Scheol High Scheol




In-school disciplinary action

IS8 or other in-school disciplinary
action, including after-school
detention

ISS or other in-school disciplinary
action, inctuding Saturday school
or after-school detention

b) Skipping (leaving school once present) School in whole or in part -- Students shall come to school,
remain at school once they have arrived and be present in their designated homercom and/or their
assigned classroom unless they have been authorized to do otherwise by the principal or his/her designee.

Consequences

Elemeniary

Middle Schoni_

High Scheol

In-school disciplinary action

ISS, or other in-school disciplinary
action, up to 1 day OSS

ISS, or other in-school disciplinary
action, up to 2 days OSS

¢) Unexcused Tardies in Homeroom or Assigned Classes -- Students are not to be tardy to homeroom

or assigned classes.

Consequences

Elementary

Middle School

High Schoel

In-school disciplinary action

ISS or other in-school disciplinary
action

ISS or other in-school
disciplinary action

i,

Rule 6. Forging Notes/Documents -~ Students shall not provide false information to school officials
and/or parents or guardians with regard to any report card, attendance matter, grades or progress reports,
discipline matters or any other school business.

Consequences

Elementary

Middle School

High Schoel

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 3 days
0SS

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 5 days

0SS

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 5 days
0SS




Rule 7. Inappropriate Interpersonal Behavior -- Students shall conduct their personal and social
relationships according to acceptable community standards. Inappropriate public displays of affection as
determined by the principal will not be allowed.

Consequences
Elementary Middle School | High Scheol

Ranging from in-school |
Ranging from in-school disciplinary action up to 5 days Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up fo 2 0SS disciplinary action up to 5 days
days OSS 0SS

Rule 8. Use of Tobacco Products -- The Board of Education believes that a smoke/tobacco-free
environment will better protect the health and well-being of students of the Orange County School
System and of other persons. To this end, the Board of Education will prohibit or restrict smoking and
the use of tobacco products as follows:

# Students may not possess, display, or use any tobacco product at any time on school
premises, including school vehicles or while participating in scheol events, both indoor and
outdoor and both on and off school property.

B  The prohibition of display of tobacco products shall not extend to display that has a
legitimate instructional or pedagogical purpose.

B No student shall be permitted under any circumstances to use tobacco products in any indoor
facility owned or leased or contracted for by the Orange County Schools.

For purposes of this policy, “tobacco product” is defined to include cigarettes, cigars, pipes, chewing
tobacco, snuff, and any other items containing or reasonably resembling tobacco or tobacco products,
“Tobacco use” includes smoking, chewing, dipping, or any other use of tobacco products.




Consequences

Elementary Middle Schoel High School
Confiscation, First Offense: Confiscation. First Offense:
Mandatory ATS course or a one- || Mandatory ATS course or a one-
day suspension & parent day suspension & parent
notification. Second Offense: notification. Second Offense:
Confiscation, Mandatory ATS course & parent || Mandatory ATS course & parent
Parental/guardian contact. notification. Third Offense: Three || notification. Third Offense:
Conference with school nurse. [{day suspension & parent Three day suspension & parent
In-school disciplinary action.  |{notification, Fourth Offense: notification. Fourth Offense:
Il Administrator’s discretion. *See || Administrator’s discretion. *See
below below

*  For the first violation at the middle and high school levels, an alternative to suspension may be
offered. The alternative shall require participation of the student and parent/guardian in an approved
cotrective education program (ex. ATS-Alternative to Suspension Tobacco Education Program). Failure
to meet the requirements of the alternative program reactivates the consequences listed above.

Students interested in guitting will be assessed by the Youth Tobacco-Use Prevention Project Manager at
the Orange County Health Department or appropriate school-based personne! and their interest in
enrolling into a cessation program (ex. NOT-Not on Tobacco). Continued follow-up by the project
manager or school personnel will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

Rule 9. Noncompliance with Directives from Principals, Teachers, and Other School Personnel --
Students shall comply with the directives of all school personnel at all times while a student is at school.
This includes being in any school building and on any school premises, attending school-sponsored
activities, on or about any school-owned or operated vehicle, off school property at any school-sponsored
or school-approved activity or function or during any period of time when student’s behavior has a direct
and immediate effect on maintaining order and discipline and protecting the safety and welfare of
students and staff.

Consequences




Elementary

Middle School

High School

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 5 days
0SS

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to10 days
O8S. Repeated-violationsmay

Ranging from in-school
Hdisciplinary action up to 10 days

(S8, Repented-violationsmeay

Long-term suspension may be
recommended for serious
violations if justified by the
presence of aggravating
circumstances.

Long-term suspension may be

recommended for serious

Hviolations if justified by the

presence of aggravating
circunmstances.




Rule 10. Electronic Devices -- Students are not allowed to possess electronic devices including, but not
limited to, beepers, lasers, walkie-talkies, and other non-instructional electronic devices on school
grounds or at any school-sponsored activity, in any schoo! building and on any school premises, attending
school-sponsored activities, on or about any school-owned or operated vehicle, off school property at any
school-sponsored or school-approved activity or function or during any period of time when students are
subject to the authority of school personnel and at any time when the student’s behavior has a direct and
immediate effect on maintaining order-and discipline and protecting the safety and welfare of students
and staff. All electronic devices will be confiscated and a parent/guardian is required to attend a
conference in order to gain possession of the item. This rule does not apply to personal vehicles,
overnight/day school-sponsored field trips and athletic events. Cel! phones and pagers are governed by
Board policy and are addressed elsewhere in the Code of Conduct.

Consequences

Elementary | Middle School High School

Confiscation of device. Ranging || Confiscation of device. Ranging i Confiscation of device. Ranging
from in-school disciplinary from in-school disciplinary action } from in-school disciplinary action
action up fo 2 days OSS up to 5 days OSS up to 5 days OSS

Rule 11. Portable Communication Devices - The Orange County Board of Education has as its highest
priority a strong commitment to preserving an atmosphere that enhances the learning process in schools.
Therefore, to avoid disruption to instruction, the use of electronic devices, including, but not limited to
celluiar telephones, pagers, and other portable communication devices (PCDs) are allowed only with the
restrictions outlined below.

B  Students in elementary school are not allowed to possess cellular telephones and other PCDs
on any school site except for health or other unusual reasons approved on an individual basis
by the school principal and subject to regulations developed by the Superintendent.

B The use or possession of cellular telephones and other PCDs is a privilege the board extends
to high school and middie school students only before and after the official school day subject
to regulations developed by the Superintendent. The school day for middle school is defined
as the hours between 8:20 a.m. and 3:20 p.m. High school hours are between 8:45 a.m. and
3:45 p.m. Middle/high school students are allowed to use cellular phones for athletic events
and after school events; i.e., dances. PCDs will be prohibited during the school day.

B During the school day, all devices must be out of sight and inactivated.

B Students violating this policy and the asseciated regulations shall be deemed to have created
a disruption to the instructional environment and are subject to appropriate disciplinary
action. Please see OCS Code of Student Conduct, Rule # 11.

#  Staff members and visitors shall turn off the audible notification on their cell phones and
pagers during the school day when they are supervising students or participating in an activity
with students. School bus drivers may not use a cellular phone while operating a school bus.




& Students must insure that all cellular phones remain turned off and not visible when being
transported to and from home by district owned vehicles; i.e., school buses. The school bus is
viewed as an extension of the school and therefore, all regulations apply.

B Students shall be personally and solely responsible for the security of their cellular
telephones and other PCDs.  The Orange County Board of Education shall not assume
responsibility or liability for the theft, loss or damage to a student’s cellular telephone or
other PCDs and does not assume responsibility for the unauthorized use of any device.

B Using portable communication devices to reproduce images of tests, to access unauthorized
school information or to assist students in any aspect of their instructional program in a
manner that violates any school board policy, district or school code of conduct.




B Using cellular telephones or other devices with photographic capabilities in student locker-
rooms, restrooms or any other student changing areas, at any time is prohibited.

B Cell phones are banned for all students attending Partnership Academy Alternative School.

Consequences

Elementary || Middle School High School

Confiscation of device. Ranging i Confiscation of device. Ranging Confiscation of device. Ranging
from in-school disciplinary from in-school disciplinary action |j from in-school disciplinary action
action up to 2 days OSS up to 5 days OSS {up to 5 days OSS

Rule 12. Bus Misbehavior -~ Students, at all times while riding a school bus or other school-owned or
operated vehicle, shall observe the directives of the school bus driver and/or bus/contract vehicle safety
monitor, The following conduct is specifically prohibited and may result in revocation of school system
provided transportation privileges: delaying the bus schedule, fighting, smoking, using profanity or
refusing to obey the driver’s instructions, tampering with or willfully damaging the school vehicle,
getting off at an unauthorized stop, distracting the driver’s attention by participating in disruptive
behavior while the vehicle is in operation, throwing objects from the bus, failing to observe and obey
safety regulations, willfully trespassing on a school-owned or operated vehicle or violating any other
Code of Conduct rule while on the school bus. If a violation of this code also violates other rules,
consequences in addition to those listed below may be implemented.

Consequences
Elementary Middle School High School

H Ranging from in-school Ranging from in-school

disciplinary action up to 10 days || disciplinary action up to 10 days

Ranging from in-school (8S, and/or suspension from bus || OSS, and/or suspension from bus
disciplinary action up to 10 transportation up to the remainder || transportation up to the remainder
days OSS, and/or suspension || of the year. of the year.
from bus transportation up to
the remainder of the year.

Rule 13, Gambling -- Students shall not engage in any form of games of chance or gambling for money
and/or objects of value,

Consequences

Elemenfary Middle School High School

dR.an,gl?.g from ;‘.}'Scm?l 1 d Ranging from in-school Ranging from in-school
iseiptimary action up to & cay disciplinary action up to 3 days disciplinary action up to 5 days

0SS




| OSS OS85

Rule 14. Insulting, Abusive, Harassing, Profane, Obscene or Seriously Disrespectful Words, Acts of
Touching, Gestures, Signs (including Gang Signs), Verbal Threats and Threats by Electronic
Devices or Other Acts -~ Students shall respect other students, visitors, school employees and other
persons by utilizing appropriate language and behaviors at all times, Any action which is insulting,
abusive, harassing, profane, obscene or seriously disrespectful and which disrupts the learning process for
any student or which demeans or degrades another person is specifically prohibited,

The Orange County School System does not tolerate gang membership or gang-related activity, Orange
County Schools supports a proactive approach to dealing with gangs and gang-related activities in
schools, at school-related events, and in the community.

A gang is any ongoing organization, association, or group of three or more persons, whether formal or
informal, having as one of its primary activities the commission of criminal acts, or the purposeful
violation of any OCS policy, and having a common name identifying signs, colors, or symbols. No
student shall commit any act that furthers gangs or gang-related activities. Conduct prohibited by this
policy includes:

Consequences

Elementary || Middle School | High School

Ranging from in-school Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 5 days disciplinary action up to 10 days

Ranging from in-school {
1 disciplinary action up to 5 days

(8S. Repeateddelations-may OSS. i

0SS resuitin-long-torm-suspension result-inlong-term-suspension
Long-term suspension may be Long-term suspension may be
recommended for serious recommended for serious
violations if justified by the violations it justified by the
presence of aggravating presence of aggravating
circumstances, circumsiances.

Rule 15. Sexual Harassment -- Students are prohibited from engaging in or encouraging any form of
harassment against students, employees or any other individuals on school grounds or at school-related
functions. Harassment is unwanted, not welcomed and uninvited behavior that demeans, threatens or
offends the victim and results in a hostile environment for the victim. The hostile environment can be
created through pervasive or persistent misbehavior or a single incident if sufficiently severe. Harassment
and sexual harassment are further defined in Board policy.

Consequences

Elementary Middle School High School

Ranging from in-school 0SS up to and including long-term | GSS up te and including long-
disciplinary action up to 10 suspension. Law enforcement may || term suspension, Law




days OSS. be notified. enforcement may be notified.

Rule 16. Bullying — Bullying and cyberbullying as defined in Policy 3532 are prohibited. The Orange
County Board of Education recognizes that bullying is disruptive, damaging and sometimes violent, and
has a negative effect on school climate. Students who are intimidated and fearful cannot give their
education the single-minded attention they need for success. Every student has the right to learn and

achleve lugh academlc standards ina safe and cml schooi envnonment @ﬁmg-a{lem%y%ehee%s-wm

Bullying is a form of aggression, which involves one or more students verbally, physically, and/or
psychologically harassing another student repeatedly over a period of time. Bullying includes, but is not
limited to, acts based on race, gender, color, national origin, sexual orientation, physical characteristics or
mental capacity.

Consequences

Elementary Middle School High School

Parents/guardian contact, Parents/guardian Contact.

Ranging from in-school R'an_gin‘g from ixft—schooi Paren_ts/guardign Contact.
disciplinary action up to 10 disciplinary action up to 10 days  {| Ranging from in-school
including OSS. Mere-severe disciplinary action up to 10 days

days including OSS. Repeated |}, ) ) i : ) . : _
offenses may require student ' ' & including OSS. More-severe

participation in an approved Long-term suspension

. . may be recommended for serious || term-suspensien—Long-ter
corrective education program '}I{t)ions if tustified by th X bLon serm ded
: . viola 5 ¢ spension o rec
(ex. Violence Prevention i Y suspension may be recommende

. resence of ageravatin <2 et gy e
Program and/or Dispute presence of agg g for serious violations if justified
Settlement Center eircumstances. Repeated offenses || by the presence of aggravating
i ' require student participation i
involvement). Law may require participat circumstances. Repeated offenses

enforcement may be notified. inan a_pproved corrcctwe’ may require student pa'rt;ctpatlon
education program (ex. Dispute in an approved corrective
Settiement Center). Law education program {ex. Dispute
enforcement may be notified. Settlement Center), Law

enforcement may be notified.

Rule 17. Hazing and Intimidation -- It shall be a violation for any student fo engage in what is known as
hazing or to aid or abet any other student in hazing. For the purpose of this policy, hazing is defined as
follows: “to annoy any student by playing abusive or ridiculous tricks on him/her, to frighten, scold, beat
or harass him/her or to subject him/her to personal indignity. Furthermore, deliberate intimidation or
harassment in any form is prohibited. (G.S. 14-36 and 115C-391)



Consequences

Elementary Middle School High Schoel

Ranging from in-school Rangmg from in- schooi
Ranging from in-school disciplinary action up to10 days || disciplinary action up to 10 days
disciplinary action up to 5 days || OSS. Meresevereinfiactions 0SS, Mere-severe-infractions
OSS. Law enforcement may may-resti-in-totg-ternt may-resuitialongterm
be notified. suspension—Long-term suspension—Long:(erm

suspension may be recommended | suspension may be recommended
for serious violations if justified for serious vielations if justified

by the presence of aggravating by the presence of aggravating
circumstances. Law enforcement |} circumstances, Law enforcement
may be notified. may be notified.

Rule 18. Fighting Among Students -- Students shall not fight or attempt to cause bodily harm to another
student. If a student is attempting to involve another student in a fight, the other student should walk away
and report it to a teacher, assistant principal or principal. Students who instigate fights will be subject to
the same consequences as those who are actually involved in fighting,

Consequences
Elementary Middle School High School
HHUp to 10 days OSS. Long-term
Ranging from in-school suspension may be recommended
Ranging from in-school disciplinary action up to 10 days for serious violations if justified
disciphinary action up to 10 0SS. Long-ferm suspension may | by the presence of aggravating
days 0SS, Law enforcement be recommended for serious circumstances. Sﬁee-}a-l
may be notified. violations if justified by the eiretinstanees-may-rosuling
presence of aggravating long-term-suspension—Law
circumstances. Speeial enforcement may be notified.
etretmstances-may-resait-tia
tong-terrsuspension—Law
enforcement may be notified.

Rule 19. Unjustified Activation of a Fire or Other Alarm System -- Students shall not activate any fire
or other alarm system ualess authorized fo do so by school employees or unless there are reasonable
grounds to believe that an actual emergency situation exists.

Consequences

H E}ementary Middle School High Schoeol

”! Ranging from in-school Ranging from in-school Ranging from in-school




disciplinary action up to 5 days || disciplinary action up to 10 days [idisciplinary action up to 10 days
OSS. Law enforcement may 0SS, Long-term suspension may || OSS. Long-term suspension may
be notified. be recommended for serious be recommended for serious
violations if justified by the violations if justified by the
presence of agpravating presence of aggravating
circumstances. Up-te-and circumstances. Hp-to-and
: : i pension. selucing | . ension.
Law enforcement may be notified. || Law enforcement may be
notified.

Rule 20. Extortion -- Students shall not extort through verbal, written or physical threats, coercion or
intimidation anything of value from any other student or school employee,

Consequences
Elementary Middle Scheol High Schoel
Restitution of costs may be Restitution of costs may be
required. Minimum of 3 days required. Minimum of 3 days
Restitution of costs may be OSS—Hp{&aﬂé%e%aéiﬁg—keﬁg—Eefm OSS-sp-te-and-ncludinglons-
required. Ranging from in- suspension. Long-term %e*m—s&speﬁﬁeﬂ Long-term
school disciplinary action up to || suspension may be recommended || suspension may be recommended
10 days OSS. Law 1i for serious violations if justified for serious violations if justified
enforcement may be notified. j| by the presence of aggravating by the presence of aggravating
circumstances. Law enforcement || circumstances, Law enforcement
may be notified. may be notified.

Rule 21. Theft or Destruction of School or Persenal Property -- Students shall not steal or attempt to
steal or knowingly be in possession of stolen property or intentionally damage or attempt to damage any
school or private property while under school jurisdiction. Students shall not vandalize or damage or
attempt to damage property belonging to others.

Consequences
Elementary Middle Schoel High School
OSSup told days—@SS—a-Hd%ef 0SS ap to 10 days-OSS-andies
Ranging from in-school Mg—mrmﬁuﬁpeﬁs*eﬁ Long-term 49H-g~Ee+m-suspensm Long-term
disciplinary action up to 10 suspension may be recommended | suspension may be recommended
days OSS. Law enforcement |} for serious violations if justified | for serious violations if justified
may be notified. Restitution by the presence of aggravating by the presence of agpravating
may be required. circumstances. Law enforcement | circumstances. Law enforcement
may be notified. Restitution may [i may be notified. Restitution may




be required.

be required.

Rule 22. Robbery, Burglary, Taking or Destroying Property Using Vielence or Threat of Violence -
Students shall not steal or attempt to steal, damage or destroy property of others using threats of bodily

harm.

Conseguences

Elementary

Middle School

High School

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 10
days OSS. Law enforcement
may be notified. Restitution
may be required.

0SS up to !0 days and/or long-
term suspension. Law
enforcement may be notified.
Restitution may be required.

OSS up to 10 days and/or long-
term suspension. Law
enforcement may be notified.
Restitution may be required.

Rule 23. Threats or Actions of Assault Against Adults --

a) Physical Assault or Physical Havm to School Employees and Other Adults -- Students shall not
cause or attempt to cause physical or bodily harm to principals, assistant principals, teachers, substitute
teachers, student teachers, teacher ass;stants coaches advnso;s counselors media spec;ahsts bus drivers
or monitors, or other adults-at-s e-whiles ' 3

Consequences

Elementary

Middle School

High School

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 10
days OSS. Law enforcement
will be notified.

FengShort-term or long-term

suspension up-te-365-days—Law

Short-term or Long-term

suspension-up-te-365-days. Law




enforcement will be notified.

enforcement will be notified.

b) Written or Verba! Assault to Schoai Employees and Other Adnlts = Students shall not, through

written,

cause, cause or attempt to cause harm to pr;'nclpals assistant principals, teachers, substitute tcachcrs
student teachers, teacher assmtants coaches adwsors counselors med;a speclalzsts bus drivers or

mcmtors, or other adults.=

Consequences

Elementary

Middle School

High Schoo!

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 10
days OSS. Law enforcement
may be notified.

O8S up to and including long-term

suspension. Law enforcement
may be notified.

OSS up to and including long-
term suspension. Law
enforcement may be notified,

Rule 24. Violent Physical Assault Upon a Student -- Students shall not cause, attempt to cause or
vcrbaily (written, Ecctromc&ily or orally) tzrcaten fo cause m}ury of aﬁy kmd fo anothct studcnt -stadent

Consequences

Elementary

Middle School

High School

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 10 dayg
0OS58. Law enforcement will be
notified.

EShort-term or long-term
suspension-up-te-365-days. Law
enforcement will be notified if
required by law and may be
notified in other circumstances.

Short-term or Blong-term
suspension- ap-te-365-days. Law
enforcement will be notified if
required by law and may be
notified in other circumstances.




fellowing-eirewmstances: Students shall not bring onto school property or possess a firearm or destructive
device. A firearm is any weapon, including a stacter eun. which will or is designed to or may readily be
converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive. the frame or receiver of any such weapon, or
any firearm muffler or firearm silencer. The definition of {irearm under this rule does not include an
moperable antique firearm, a BB gun, stun gun, air rifle, or air pistol,

A destructive device is an explosive, incendiary. or poison gas bomb. grenade, rocket having a propellant
charge of more than four ounces, missile having an explosive or incendiary charoe or more than one-
guarter punce, mine, or similar device.

A student is nof in violation of this particular rule if the student took or received the firearm or destructive
device from another person at school or found. the firearm or destructive device at school, provided that
the student delivered or reported the firearm or destructive device as soon as practicable to a law
enforcement officer or school employee and had no intent to use such firearm or destructive device in a
harmful or threafening way,

Consequences

Elemeniary Middle School High Schoel

365 day suspension. 365 day suspension. Confiscate 365 day suspension. Conﬁscate
Confiscate weapon. Law weapon. Law enforcement will be | weapon. Law enforcement will be
enforcement will be notified. notified. notified.

b) Possession of Other Types of Guns -- Students shall not possess or conceal or transport any air gun,
BB gun, pellet gun, stun-gun, staster-pistel-paintball gun, zip gun or any other weapon capable of or
causing serious bodily injury or any gun facsimile (an exact or close reproduction or imitation of a
gun perceived by a person to be an actual or real gun) or incidental items relating to firearms use,
such as bullets, magazine clips, or other projectile items.




Consequences

Elementary Middle Schoel High School

LeneOut of school suspension up | HeagOut of school suspension up
LongQut of school suspension i fo and including long-term to and inchuding lonpg-term
up fo and including long-term |} suspension-up-to-365-days. suspension-up-te-365-days.
suspension-up-te-365-days. Confiscate weapon, Law Confiscate weapon. Law
Confiscate weapon. Law enforcement will be notified. enforcement will be notified.

enforcement will be notified.

¢) Possession of Other “Look-alike” Firearms -~ Students shall not possess any other “look-alike” gun
or knife such as a plastic gun, rubber gun, candy gusn, or water pistol.

Consequences
Elementary Middle School High Scheol
Upto 10 days. of OSS and Upto 10 d&ys' of OSS and Up to 10 days of OSS and
conference with conference with . ] "
) . : conference with parents/guardian.

parents/guardian. Confiscate || parents/guardian. Confiscate « oo
. S o N Confiscate “look-alike” weapon.

look-alike” weapon. look-alike” weapon. Repeated

Repeated offenses may result in a
recommendation for long-term
suspension. Law enforcement will
be notified.

Repeated offenses may result  |j offenses may resultin a

in a recommendation for fong- |l recommendation for long-term
term suspension. Law suspension. Law enforcement
enforcement will be notified. || will be notified.

Rule 26. Disruption of Schoel

a) Communicating a False Bomb Report or Perpetrating a Bomb Heax ~- Students shall not
communicate a false bomb report that there is located on any school property or at any school-
sponsored event on or off school property any device designed to cause damage by explosion,
blasting, or burning. Students shall not perpetrate a bomb hoax by any means, including the
concealment, placement, or display of any device, machine, or artifact to cause a person to reasonably
believe the item is a bomb.

Consequences
Flementary Middle Sehool High School
365-dayOut of school suspension || 365-day-Out of school suspension
365 day suspension. Law up to and including long-term up.to and including long term
enforcement will be notified. suspension. Law enforcement will {f suspension, Law enforcement will
be notitfied. be notified.




b) Communicating a Terroristic Threat or Perpetrating a Terroristic Hoax -- Students shall not
communicate a false report by any means that there is located on any school property or at any
school-sponsored school activity off school property any device, substance, or material used to cause
harmful or life-threatening iliness or injury to others. Students shall not perpetrate a hoax by
concealing, placing, disseminating, or displaying on school property or at school-sponsored activity
off school property any device, machine, instrument, artifact, letter, package, material or substance to
cause a person to reasonably believe the item is capable of causing harmful or life-threatening iliness
or injury. Students shall not threaten to commit an act of terror with the intent of causing a serious
distuption to or causing an actual significant disruption of the instructional day er scheol-sponsored
activity while a student is on any school property or school-sponsored activity on or off school
property. Students shall not communicate a false report that terroristic act likely to cause serious
injury or death is about to occur or is occurring on any school property or at any school-sponsored
event off school property, with the intent of causing a significant disruption or actually causing a
significant disruption of the instructional day or school-sponsored activity.

Conseguences

Elementary

Middle School

High School

Long-term suspension up to
365 days. Law enforcement
#i will be notified.

: _ ; .
daysQut of school suspension up
to and including long-term
suspension. Law enforcement will
be notified.

Lotg-tesn-suspensionupte 365
days.Out of schoo! suspension up
to and mcluding long-term
suspension Law enforcement will
be notified.

¢) Inciting or Participating in Student Disorder - Students shall not lead or participate in any activity
that has as its purpose the disruption of school business or which significantly adversely affects the
educational process. In the event that the disruption does not abate immediately or if the principal
deems it appropriate, law enforcement will be called.

Consequences

Elementary

Middle Scheol

High School

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 10
days OSS. Special
circumstances my resuli in
long-term suspension. Law

enforcement will be notified.

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 10 days
OSS. Long-term suspension may

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to 10 days
OSS. Long-term suspension may
be recommended for serious

be recommended for serious
violations if justified by the
presence of agpravating
circumstances, Speeial

- NN
termrsuspension—Law
enforcement will be notified.

violations if justified by the
presence of aggravating
circumstances. Speetal
term-suspension—Law

enforcement will be notified.




Rule 27. Possession of a Dangerous Weapon or Other Instruments -- Students shall not possess or
conceal or transport any weapon or other instrument that could cause or that is intended to cause bodily
1n3uty or othei harm to another or misuse otherwxse acceptabie objects in a manner intended to cause

Consequences

Elementary Middle School High School

Confiscate weapon. Long-term
suspension recommended. Law
enforcement will be notified.

Confiscate weapon. Up to 10
days OSS. Special
circumstances may resulf in
fong-term suspension. Law
enforcement will be notified.

Confiscate weapon. Up to 10 days
(88, Special circumstances may
result in long-term suspension.
Law enforcement will be notified.

Rule 28. Arson or Making or Possessing Explosive or Incendiary Devices -- Students shall not make
or possess firecrackers, explosives, pyrotechnic, incendiary (capable of producing flame or fire) or
smoke-creating devices or materials or facsimiles thereof including matches and lighters. Students shall
not set fire to anything unless directed to do so under the supervision of a teacher or administrator for
educational purposes. In the event that a device is discovered, it shall be confiscated and not returned to
the student.

Consequences

Elementary Middle School High School

Confiscate device. OSS up to 365 || Confiscate device. OSS up to 365
davs—and including long-term éﬁyﬁand including long-term
suspension. Law enforcement suspension. Law enforcement will
will be notified. be notified.

Confiscate device. OSS up to
365 days. Law enforcement
will be notified.

Rule 29. Exploding Firecrackers or Igniting Similar Devices -- Students shall not explode firecrackers
or ignite pyrotechnic, incendiary or smoke-producing devices or cause any fire whether or not there is an

mtent to commit arson or other crimes mvolvmg ﬁre or expiosmn -abany-tne-while-arstudentisatschoel

3

3
)
v,

Consequernces

Y Elementary HMiddie School B High School




Confiscate device. OSS up to 365 | Confiscate device. OSS up to-and

Confiscate device. Ranging deysand including long-term including long-term

from in-school disciplinary suspension. Restitution may be suspension365-days. Restitution
action up to 365-days required. Law enforcement may be j may be required. Law
D5Slong-term suspension. notified. enforcement may be notified.

Restitution may be required.
Law enforcement may be
notified,

Rule 30, Narcotics, Aleoholic Beverages, Controlled Substances, Chemicals and Paraphernalia --
No student shall possess, use, distribute, sell, possess with intent to distribute or sell, or conspire or
attempt to distribute or sell, or be under the influence of any narcotic drug, hallucinogenic drug,
amphetamine, barbiturate, marijuana, anabolic steroid, other controlied substance, any alcoholic beverage,
malt beverage, fortified wine, other intoxicating liquor, drug paraphernalia, counterfeit substance, any
unauthorized prescription drug, or any other chemicals or products with the intention of bringing about a
state of exhilaration, euphoria, or of otherwise altering the student’s or other persons’ mood or behavior.

For the purpose of the Student Code of Conduct the following definitions apply:
1. Possess: Having the power or intent to control a prohibited substance and shall include, but is not
necessarily limited to the possession of a prohibited substance in a student’s automobile, locker, book-

bag, or desk, or on a student’s person.

2. Use: The consumption, injection, inhalation or absorption of a prohibited substance into a student’s
body by any means.

3. Under the influence: The use of any prohibited substance at any time or place when the prohibited
substance would influence a student’s mood, behavior, or learning to any degree.

4. Sell: The exchange of a prohibited substance for money, property, or any other benefit or item of value.
5. Distribute: To give, share, or pass a prohibited substance

6. Possess with intent to distribute/sell: Intent to distribute or seli may be determined from the amount of
the prohibited substance found, the manner in which it was packaged, the presence of packaging materials
such as scales, baggies or other containers, or from statement or actions of the student that demonstrate an

intent to distribute or sell.

7. Counterfeit Substance: Any substance that is described or presented with the intention of deceiving
another into believing that it is a substance prohibited under this policy.

8. Unauthorized Prescription Drug: Any drug or medication that has not been prescribed for the student.

Conseguences




Elementary Middle School High School

Qut of school suspension up to Out of school suspension up to
and ingluding Llong-term and including Flong-term
suspension. See # 1 & 2 below. suspension. See# 1 & 2 below.

Ranging from in-school
disciplinary action up to long-
term suspension. See# 1 &2
below.

1. When a first infraction does not involve the distribution, sale or possession with intent to distribute or
sell, or conspiracy or attempt to distribute or sell a substance prohibited by this policy, an alternative to
fong-term-suspension may be offered. This alternative may be offered only one time to students during
their school career unless an exception is made by the Superintendent. Upon the students return to school,
he/she will be asked to sign an OCS No Drug Contract. Violation of this contract and/or a second offense
will result in a long-term suspension recommendation.

2. Any student who is fourteen (14) years of age or older and who distributes, sells, possesses with intent
to sell, or conspires to distribute or sell any schedule I or schedule 11 controlled substance as defined by
the North Carolina Controlled Substances Act may be recommended for expulsion.

3. The proper use of a drug authorized by valid medical prescription from a legally authorized health care
provider shall not be considered a violation of this rule when the drug is taken by the person for whom the
drug was prescribed.

Note: Schedule I substances include, among other types, opiates; hallucinogenics such as LSD

Rule 31. Violation of North Carelina Criminal Statutes -- Students shall not violate any criminal
statute or local ordinance or commit any act which could result in ¢criminal prosecution or juvenile

proceedmgs not pl ekusiy covered elsewhere in these 1ules —a{—enyﬂme«w%mea—etﬁéem—;e{wsehee%m

Consequences

Elementary Middle School - High School




Long-term suspension for
maximum allowed, Law
1 enforcement will be notified.

Out of school suspension up fo
and inchuding long-term
suspension. Lens-term

aHewed. Law enforcement will

be notified.

—0Out of school
suspension up to and including
long-term suspension, Law
enforcement will be notified.




Due Process Procedures

Short-Term Suspensions

Before imposing a short-term suspension, the principal must provide the student the opportunit
{or an informal hearing with the principal. The student must be informed of the charges and the
basis for the accusations either verbally or in writing and must be given the opportunity to make
statements in his or her defense or to explain any mitigating circumstances. There is an
exception to the hearing requirement where giving the student the hearing would create a direct
and immediate threat to the safety of other students or staff, or substantially disrupts or interferes
with the education of other students or the maintenance of discipline at the school. In such cases,
the informal hearing may be delayed but must occur as soon as practicable once the threat to
safety or threat of disruption has nassed.,

A student is not entitled to appeal the principal's decision to impose a short-term suspension to
the superintendent or the Board of Education.

When a student is suspended for a period of 10 days or less. the principal or designee shall give
notice to the student's parent or guardian of the student's suspension and the student's rights by
telephone. facsimile, e-mail, or any other method reasonably designed to achieve actual notice. If
English is the second language of the parent, the notice shall be provided in the parent's primary
language if foreign language resources are readily available.

A student suspended for 10 days or less shall be provided:

{1) The opportunity to take textbooks home for the duration of the suspension:

{2} Upon request. the right to receive all missed assignments and. to the extent practicable. the
materials distributed to students in connection with the assignment; and

(3) The opportunity to take any quarterly, semester, ot grading period examinations missed

durine the suspension period,

Long-Term Suspensions

{1} Parents will be notified of the principal’s recommendation to the Superintendent to long-term
suspend the student and of their appeal rights under this policy by certified mail, telephone,
facsimile, e-mail. or any other method reasonably designed to achieve actual notice. This notice
shall be provided to the parent by the end of the workday during which the suspension was




recommended when reasonably possible, or as soon thereafter as is practicable. A copy of the
notice shall be sent to the Superintendent.

This notice shall also contain:

a) A description of the incident leading to the recommendation for suspension, including
any aggravating or mitigating factors considered by the principal;

b) The rule or policy violated;

c) The process for appealing the recommendation. including applicable deadlines;
d) The hearing procedures;

e) Notice that the parent is permitted to retain an attorney to represent the student in
the hearing process or to bring up to one non-atiorney advocate to assist in the
presentation of the student's appeal:

) Noticg that the parent has a right to review the student’s educational records prior
to the hearing:

¢) A copy of this policy: and

1) A reference (o the Board's policy for expungement of discipline records under G.S.

115C-402 -

If school personnel are aware that the parent's first language is not English and foreign lansuage
resources are readily available, this notice shall be provided in both Enelish and the parent's
primary langsuage.

Z(2).  Parents/guardians shall, within few—(4)three school days of the-date-of-mailingreceiving
written or verbal notice of the recommendation for long-term, give written notice to the

Superintendent of their intention to appeal the principal’s recommendation._If the
parent/guardian chooses fo retain an attorney to represent the student, he or she must notify
the Superintendent that of that attorney's presence at least three (3) school days prior to the

hearing.

(3).If the student declines the opportunity to appeal, the superintendent shall review the
circumstances of the recommendation for long-term suspension, and may (a) impose the
suspension if it is consistent with board policy and appropriate under the circumstances; (b)
impose another appropriate penalty authorized by board policy: or (¢) decline to impose any

penalty,




tudent 1eguests an aggeal heaung, the Supermtendent or demgnee W1H convene the hearing
on ot before the tenth day of suspension, If the parent/guardian requesis a postponement of

the hearing or submits a late appeal, this request will be accommiodated if reasonably
nossible, but the student shall not have the right to return to school nending the hearing,

43, The hearing shall be conducted in prwate before the Sunelmtendent or the

wﬂi be conducted accozdmg to the feilowmg Drocedmes

(). The student has the right {o be present, accompanied by his or her parents. The student
has the right to be represented by an attorney or by a single advocaie chosen to assist in the
presenfation of his or hey case,

(b) The student, parent, or student's representative has the right to review prior to the hearing
any audio or video recordings of the incident and any evidence supporting the suspension
that mav be presented at the hearing. to the extent consistent with federal and state student
records laws and regulations. School officials are not required to release names or other
identifying information of witnesses to the student or student's representative if such
identification could create a safety risk for the witness.

(c)_The Superintendent or designee may consider the testimony of any witness. including
hearsay or other evidence of a kind commonly relied on by reasonably prudent persons in the
conduct of serious affairs,

{(d)} In presenting evidence, the principal or other representative of the school shall present
first the witnesses and documentary evidence against the student,

(e) The student or his or her representative may present his or her evidence, including any
documents and witnesses he or she may have related to the suspension or any aggravating ot
mitigating factors,

esent tive and the pupil or his or her representative may
7 the ’1 h Su erint cndcnt or demgnee may al‘s




18(6). After the evidence has been presented and the hearing adjourned, the Superintendent or
designee shall proceed to reach a decision. The decision should set forth in writing the
findings upon which the decision rests as well as the decision. The written notice shall

include the basis for the Superintendent's decision..including a reference to the nolicy or
rule(s) violated: notice of what information will be included in the student's official record;
and notice of the student’s right to appeal to the Board of Education and the procedures for

such appeal. The Superintendent shall send a copy of histherthe written decision to the
parents or guardian of the student and to the principal withinfeur-(4-dayson or before the
tenth day of suspension.




| +(7). Any student aggrieved by final action of the Supetintendent may in writing within five (5)
school days of the notice from the Superintendent appeal to the Board of Education and at the
hearing of such appeal shall have the right to be represented by any person of his or her
choice. The period of suspension imposed by the Superintendent is not stayed pending the
outcome of the appeal. Board-level suspension appeals shall be conducted according to the

following procedure:

(a) The board-level appeal may be heard by a panel of at least two board members, as

provided in Policy 2500.

(b} Sueh-an-appeal-shall-beThe Board shall consider-en the record from the hearing
before the Superintendent. If the student claims the discovery of new evidence which could

not have been discovered by reasonable diligence at the time of the first hearing, the student
may request the opportunity to present the new evidence to supplement the record or may
request a de novo hearing. The Board of Education will first decide whether to allow the
new evidence as a supplement to the record, whether to hear the matter de novo, if requested,
or whether to heal the matter on t.he record ﬁom the hearmg before the Supel intendent. -After

(c)_Except as provided in this policy. board-level suspension appeal will be conducted
according to the procedures contained in Policy 2500.

(d)_The board will hear the suspension appeal and render a decision within thirty

calendar days following receipt of the request for a board hearing.

A decision by the Board of Education adverse to the student may be appealed to the courts of this
state in the manner provided by N.C, General Statute 115C-390.8(i). Asticle4—Chapter 150A-of
the-General Statutes,

368 — Day Suspension and Expulsion Recommendations

Principals shall recommend to the superintendent a 365-day suspension for any student believed
o have violated board policies regarding firearms or destructive devices. The superintendent
may uphold or modify such recommendations on a case-by-case basis. The superintendent will
not impose a 365-day suspension if the superintendent determines that the student fook or
received the firearm or destructive device from another person at school or found the firearm or
destructive device at school, provided that the student delivered or reported the firearm or
destructive device as soon as practicable to a law enforcement officer or school emplovee and
had no intent to use such firearm or destructive device in a harmful or threatening way.




[f a 365-day suspension is recommended, the principal shall provide the student with the same
notice required for a long-term suspension, above. The Superintendent will review the
principal's recommendation and the information submitted and notify the student/parent in
writing on or before the tenth day of suspension of his or her decision. The Superintendent will
also notify the student and parents regarding whether admission to the alternative school will be

offered during the term of the suspension.

If the superintendent imposes a 365-day suspension. the superintendent must notify the student
and the student's parent of the right to petition the board for readmission pursuant to N.C.
General Statute 115C-390.12.

The superintendent's recommendation may be appealed to the board of education according to
the procedures contained in this policy for appeal of a long-term suspension fo the board of
education,

The local Board of Education may, upon the recommendation of the principal and
Superintendent, expel any student 14 years of age or older whose behavior indicates that the
student’s continued presence in school constitutes a clear threat to the safety of other students
and-or employees. (G.S. 115C-391 (d))._Prior to expelling the student, the board shall conduct a

hearing to determine whether there is clear and convincing evidence that the student's continued
presence in school constitutes a clear threat to the safety of other or employees.

Any student recommended for expulsion shall receive reasonable notice of the recommendation
in accordance with the provisions of this policy for notice of long-terim suspensions, and shall
receive reasonable notice of the time and place of the scheduled hearing.

An expulsion hearing will be conducted according fo the Q‘rocedures applicable to appeal of long-
term suspensions to the board, Prior to issuing an expulsion, the board must consider whether

there are alternative education services that may be offered to the student in a manner that does
not create safetv risks to other students and staif,

The decision of the Board of Education is subject to judicial review in accordance with Article 4
of Chapter 150A of the General Statutes.

Requests for Readmission

Students suspended for 365 days or expelled may requested readmission in writing after 180
calendar davs from the date of the suspension or expulsion. Petitions for readmission will be
reviewed and decided upon according to the procedures contained in N.C. General Statute 1 15C~
390.12 and guidelines developed by the board.




If a petition for readmission is granted, the board or superintendent may assign the student to any
program within the school system, and may place reasonable conditions on the student's
readmission. No student will be returned to the classroom of a teacher whom he/she assaulted,
unless the teacher consents.




