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Food Sales

The sales tax statute exempts the sales of food, including meals, soft drinks, and candy, by a
group associated with a public or private elementary or secondary school when the sales are part
of a fund-raising drive sponsored by the organization, and all net proceeds from the sale go to the
organization for its exclusive use. Student groups, PTAs and booster clubs are included in the
provision. It does not matter if the sale is during the school day, the evening, or on a weekend; if
it is a fund-raiser, it is not taxable.

However, tax-exempt sales of food by a school district (i.e., food service) are limited to the
regular school day. Catered food sales by the district’s food service are taxable unless sold to
the school district. All athletic event concession sales are taxable unless the sales are part of a
fund-raising event.
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