CHARACTER

BEHAVIOR EXPECATIONS FOR SPECTATORS

Behavior Expectations of Student Groups
e Always provide positive support for your team.
Never ridicule or degrade the opposing team or
players.

> Conduct yourself in an exemplary manner.
Remember that you represent your school hoth
athome and away.

o Assist cheerleaders with yells, chants, etc.
Always be a working part of pep assemblies with
preparation, organization and involvement.

e Treat opposing players, coaches, spectators and
support groups with respect and enthusiasm.
Applaud good performances on both teams.
Doing this will show that you understand and can
recognize good performance, regardless of team
affiliation.

© Always display proper sportsmanship toward
officials and value their contributions to the
game. Respect the judgments made during a
contest. All calls are impartial and should be

Behavior Expectations of Student-Athletes
s Accept and understand the seriousness of your
responsibility, and the privilege of represent-
ing your school and community. Make good
sportsmanship a top priority for you and your
teammates.
o Live up to standards of sportsmanship
established by the school administration and the
coaching staff.
o Learn the rules of the game thoroughly and
discuss them with parents, fans, and fellow
students. This will assist others as well as you in
the achievement of a better understanding and
appreciation of the game.
o Treat your opponents with respect and integrity.
All participants work very hard to prepare for
competition, and it is paramount that you as an
athlete show the proper respect that is earned
through hard work and determination.
o Wish opponents good luck before the game
and congratulate them in a courteous manner
following the contest, no matter the outcome.
e Respect the integrity and judgment of game
officials. The officials are doing their best to help
promote you and your sport. Treating them with
respect, even if you disagree with their judg-

accepted by all parties.

o Use only positive cheers, signs and chants
during a contest. This will show that yot under-
stand proper sportsmanship while giving your
organization and school a good reputation.

Behavior Expectations of Spectators

o Always support your team and the efforts of all
participants involved.

e Do not intimidate or ridicule a player, coach, or
official before, during or after a contest.

© Always praise athletes for their actions during
a game; never degrade a participant for their
efforts. Athletics are a learning experience for
students, and mistakes will e made.

o Aticket is a privilege to ohserve the contest,
nota license to verbally assault others or be
generally obnoxious.

o Learn the rules of the game so that you may
understand and appreciate why certain situations

ment, will help to make a positive impression of
you and your team in the eyes of the officials and
everyone atthe event.

e Do not say, write or post any derogatory com-
ments about opponents, teammates, coaches,
officials or spectators.

Behavior Expectations of Cheerleaders

= Understand your responsibility as a cheerlead-
erand take pride in representing your school and
community.

o Establish acceptable standards for the squad
and follow those standards at every event.

o Transfer your standards to those attending

the event in an attempt to show proper crowd
participation and sportsmanship.

o Treat opposing cheerleaders as guests when
they come to your school.

o Always respect the judgment and integrity of
the game officials. By giving respect to officials,
you are showing spectators that you accept the
officials decisions and are illustrating the proper
way to conduct yourself in an athletic setting.

o Applaud all participants during introductions
and after the game, reqardless of team affiliation.
o Select only positive cheers that will praise your

take place.

o Always respect the integrity and judgment of
officials. They are present to requlate the flow and
enforce the rules of the game. An official should
never be degraded or ridiculed for a call they
make.

o Show respect for the opposing players, coach-
es, spectators and support groups. Treat them as
guests to your school.

e Use only cheers that support and uplift the
teams involved.

© Recognize and show appreciation for an out-
standing play by either team.

© Refrain from the use of any controlled sub-
stance (alcohol, drugs, etc.) before, during and
after the game, on or near the site of the event
(i.e. tailgating).

° Be a positive role model at events through your
own actions and by censuring those around you
whose behavior is unbecoming.

EHAWDH EXFEETATIDNS FOR STUDENT PAHT!E!PANTS

team without degrading the opponent.

e Choose appropriate times to cheer. Give the
other squad the same amount of time to cheer as
you would expect.

o Show opposing athletes the same respect you
would show your own team.

o Encourage a positive crowd alternative when
booing or an inappropriate chant begins.

o Give encouragement to injured players and
recognition to outstanding performances, regard-
less of team affiliation.
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CHARACTER IS DEFINED AS THE AGGREGATE OF FEATURES AND TRAITS THAT FORM THE INDIVIDUAL NATURE OF A PERSON OR THING. THIS
SECTION COVERS THE FUNDAMENTALS OF SPORTSMANSHIP, EXPECTED BEHAVIORS FROM INDIVIDUALS AT SPORTING
EVENTS AND TIPS ON PROMOTING GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP.

FUNDAMENTALS OF SPORTSMANSHIP

LEARN CONTEST RULES B ”m : ‘
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The spirit of good sportsmanship depends on i
conformance to a rule’s intent and to the letter of
the given rule. Learn and abide by contest rules
atall times.

EXERCISE RESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR AT ALL
TIMES

In order to ensure the true value of interscholas-
tic competition, one must understand their own
personal prejudices that may affect judgment
and be sure that personal actions are beneficial
to the educational values of the activity. Your
behavior influences others whether you are
aware of it or not.
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RESPECT OPPONENTS AT ALL TIMES
Opponents are guests and should be treated ac-
cordingly by providing the best accommodations
and tolerance at all times. Showing respect for
opponents is not only proper, but will positively
reflect on your school, team and family.
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RECOGNIZE AND APPRECIATE SKILLED PER-
FORMANCES REGARDLESS OF AFFILIATION
Applaud the good efforts made by an opponent
as well as your team. Applause is a sign of
compassion, recognition of a good performance,
reflects a true awareness of the game and should
be practiced regularly.

LAY

RESPECT OFFICIALS ‘ ;
Officials are present at a contest to ensure partic- ~ Avoid any activities that could be classified as DISPLAY REPRESENTATIVE BEHAVIOR AT

ipants, coaches and spectators follow the intent hazing toward teammates and respect yourself ATHLETIC EVENTS
of the rules. Their impartial judgment should not by choosing not to take performance-enhancing  As a representative of your school, never allow

be called into question and blame should never drugs. poor judgment to interfere with the responsibili-
be placed on officials before, during or after com- ty you have to positively reflect on your program.
petition. The rule of good sportsmanship is to POSITIVELY INTERACIWITH FANS Regardless of your stature as a student, player,
acceptand abide by decisions made by officials Regardless of team affiliation, an important coach, parent or spectator, it is paramount that
in order to teach this valuable lesson to students  aspect of good sportsmanship is the positive you show proper sportsmanship and by doing so
for application later in life. interaction participants, coaches, officials and show that you value the benefits of UIL athletics.
others have with fans attending a contest.
RESPECT TEAMMATES AND YOURSELF Through positive interaction, a level of decency

The foundation of proper sportsmanship begins and compassion is i‘llustrated to individuals
with your ability to recognize and appreciate the  attending the sporting event and continued
efforts of your teammates as well as yourself. attendance is desired.

“Most people run a race to see who is the fastest. | run a race to see who has the most guts.”
- Steve Prefontaine, Former Olympic Athlete




