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 The District and the School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) rec-
ognize that animals can be an effective and valuable teaching aid 
in the proper setting, but also recognizes the need to ensure a safe 
and nurturing environment for all students.  Therefore, the possibil-
ity of allergens or diseases associated with animals requires safe-
guards to be in place to reduce the risk of infection or injury. 

The District will permit the use of an approved service animal for a 
person with a qualifying disability, as authorized by the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Such use for an employee or student 
will be reviewed and approved by appropriate District personnel on 
a case-by-case basis.  [See FBA(LEGAL)]  

The District will adhere to the following guidelines regarding dogs 
on school grounds during school hours: 

1. Only those dogs used by persons as service dogs or as 
approved by an admissions, review, and dismissal commit-
tee (ARD) for students with disabilities will be allowed in 
school buildings, on the campuses, or at any athletic event. 

2. The dogs must be appropriately certified and registered as 
service dogs. 

3. This administrative regulation in no way regulates the use 
or presence of trained law enforcement dogs as part of the 
District security program. 

The following are general guidelines that apply to animals in the 
school: 

1. Teachers must be aware of students with allergies who could 
be affected by the presence of the animal, its bedding, food, 
or sanitation.  Appropriate and reasonable accommodations 
must be accorded to protect the health of all students. 

2. Teachers shall be familiar and comfortable with the needs, 
characteristics, and temperament of the animal(s) before in-
troducing to the students.  

3. Any animal which causes an allergic reaction to a student 
should be removed immediately. 

4. An animal brought onto school grounds for educational pur-
poses will be clean and free of disease.  Teachers must have 
knowledge of the animal for more than two weeks prior to in-
troducing the animal to the classroom setting.  

5. A documented current rabies vaccination by a licensed veteri-
narian will be on file for any domesticated mammals including 
dogs, ferrets or others brought onto school grounds.  Students 
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will not handle any mammal too young to be immunized for 
rabies. 

6. Teachers should use discretion when feeding animals, dead 
or alive, to the classroom animal. 

7. Wild or stray animals, alive or dead, should never be brought 
on school grounds. 

8. Students will be educated on safe and proper handling proce-
dures before handling or touching any animal, and shall re-
ceive instruction on effective hand-washing techniques.  Stu-
dents will wash their hands following any contact with an 
animal, its animal products, or the animal environment.   

The following represent expectations when teachers introduce an-
imals to the classroom setting. 

1. Classroom teachers will inform and receive permission from 
the campus principal before introducing an animal to the 
classroom.  (See Exhibit  A) 

2. All contact between students and animals in the classroom 
shall be supervised by a school employee. 

3. Classroom animals will be housed in an enclosure of ade-
quate size allowing the animal room to eat, exercise, sleep, 
and enjoy privacy. 

4. When age appropriate, students may be allowed to clean the 
animal’s housing environment. 

5. The classroom teacher will send home to parents/guardians a 
letter providing details about the animal and its introduction to 
the classroom prior to the animal’s arrival.  Also included will 
be information regarding the educational benefits to be de-
rived and the anticipated length of stay for the classroom ani-
mal.  Parental objection or concerns will be shared between 
the teacher and the campus principal before a final decision is 
reached about the introduction of the animal into the school’s 
classroom. (See Exhibit B) 

6. The retention of any animal beyond one semester in length 
shall require the classroom teacher to seek specific principal 
permission.  

7. The classroom teacher is responsible for ensuring that all of 
the animal’s physical and psychological needs are met, in-
cluding diet, housing, exercise and socialization. 
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8. The classroom teacher is responsible for the animals care on 
weekends, holidays, and vacation periods.  Should the animal 
be released to a student, prior training will be provided, and a 
release form will include a parent signature.  The parent of the 
student must pick-up and return the animal after one of these 
periods.  

9. Classroom animals are not allowed to breed; male and fe-
males will be kept separate at all times. 

10. Animals will not be allowed to roam freely inside the class-
room or any part of a school facility. 

11.  All cleaning of animal housing or spills shall be done wearing 
disposable gloves and must occur weekly at a minimum.  
Waste products must be double-bagged and immediately re-
moved from the school building.  

12. Teachers and students will wash their hands prior to, and after 
handling the classroom pet or after coming into contact with 
the animal’s habitat. 

13.  Any animal which exhibits aggressive behavior toward stu-
dents, or bites a student, shall be removed immediately.   A 
student receiving an animal bite will be administered to in ac-
cordance with District health policies, and the student’s par-
ent/guardian will be immediately informed by campus officials. 

14. Appropriate species for classroom settings could include:  
guinea pigs, ferrets, gerbils, domestic rats, domestic mice, 
fish or others approved by the campus principal after receiv-
ing parent feedback. 

15. District guidelines will apply throughout the calendar year.  
Animals will not be inside District facilities unless specific 
permission has been granted. 
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