
Wallkill Central School District
 K-6 Reading Program and How it Relates to the “Science of Reading”



AGENDA

● What is the Science of Reading?
● Resources the District uses to Teach Reading
● Professional Development for Teachers
● Informational Video
● Questions and Answers



WHAT IS THE SCIENCE OF READING

● The Science of Reading (SoR) refers to a body of research – 50+ years of interdisciplinary research 
that documents and describes how children develop reading and writing skills and competencies. 

● This research also features the principles and practices for research-based instructional design and 
opportunities to learn. 

● The SoR is not a single approach or entity- the term refers to a large, diverse body of evidence that 
should be used to inform curriculum and pedagogy





Slide Source: Really Great Reading Science of Reading Virtual Workshop, September 2022









WHAT IS ORTON-GILLINGHAM?

● Explicit, systematic, cumulative instruction driven by teacher observation & data
● Instruction tailored to our students' needs and how they learn
● Research based instruction supported by scientific evidence on how people learn to 

read and write
● An approach- not a program or set of materials. This requires intensive teacher 

training.



ORTON GILLINGHAM INSTRUCTION INCLUDES:

● The study of English language history (the WHY behind the words)
● Phonemic awareness
● Phonics instruction intended for both reading and writing

○ Spelling

● Writing & vocabulary instruction
● Morphology (the study of word parts and their meaning- this has a huge impact on comprehension)
● Spiral review
● Reading controlled and uncontrolled text
● Multisensory teaching techniques





Early 
Stages of 
Reading

Later 
Stages of 
Reading

Oral Language

Phonemic

 Awareness

Phonics

Sight Words

Increased 
Reading Skills

Comprehension 

FLUENCY







*Reading comprehension is the end goal for 
reading.* 

Comprehension is the ability to understand and gain meaning 
from text. 
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WRITING ENTERING AND EXITING 
EXPECTATIONS

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE SPREADSHEET 
PLEASE CLICK HERE TO ACCESS
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Fluency

WCSD Responding to
Science of Reading Research

Vocabulary and 
Knowledge of the 

World

Phonemic 
Awareness,

Phonics, and 
Decoding

- Heggerty (K-2)
- Fundations (K-3)
- Geodes (K-2)
- Orton Gillingham (K-12)
- Phonics to decode 

- Fundations: Trick 
Words and Fluency 
Passages (K-3)

- Reading A-Z:
   Fluency Passages 

(K-6)

- ELA Units with Text Sets 
to Build Knowledge & 
Vocab.

- Vocabulary Training
Morphology Units & 
Resources (4-6)
- HMH Into Reading (4-6)
- Pioneer Valley (K-3)



Writing
About Reading

WCSD Responding to
Science of Reading Research

Reading 
Comprehension

Strategies 

- Research-based 
Reading 
Comprehension 
Strategies infused in 
ELA Curriculum Maps

- Thinking Maps: 8 
Visual Organizers

- K-8 Writing Scope and 
Sequence

- The Writing Revolution 
Methodologies

- Thinking Maps: 8 Visual 
Organizers



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR TEACHERS

• OG Training
• FUNdations Training
• Heggerty Training
• Training with ELA consultant
• Teachers in Grades 4-6 trainings with reading consultant on 

vocabulary and morphology



WHAT THE PRINCIPALS ARE SEEING…
● In classrooms you will see students with a much stronger skill set in phonics.

○ Students know their phonics rules and apply them in their writing.
● Fundations utilizes a multi-sensory approach that mirrors the OG methods.

○ We see students spelling up their arm and pulling their hands to "stretch" the word
○ Bridging the OG and Fundations resources allows the Tier 2 students to progress in their 

skill set.
● With the recent Writing Curriculum, students are writing more than ever. They are 

incorporating the phonics rules into their writing when encoding the words (spelling).
● There is more consistency in vertical alignment (K to 1 to 2 to 3).

○ You see students repeating the skills they learned from the previous year.
● In the intermediate levels, students have a stronger foundation to apply to their reading and 

writing skills.



Supports for Multiple Science of Reading Priorities

 Small Group Instruction (Tier Time) to Provide Differentiated 
Intervention and Support. Sample Planning Form

 Common Assessment Calendar to Screen, Diagnose, and Progress 
Monitor Key Literacy Skills

 District Resource Development: Reading Interventions and 
Progression Monitoring Tools

https://wallkillcsdk12nyus-my.sharepoint.com/personal/awhite_wallkillcsd_k12_ny_us/Documents/desktop/Sample%20Planning%20forms%20for%20Reading%20whole%20group%20and%20small%20group%20instruction.pdf
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