
WA-Washington State History Scope and Sequence

Unit Lesson Lesson Objectives

Territory and Treaty Making (1854–1889)

The Fur Trade

Describe the development of the fur trade in the Pacific Northwest.

Identify important fur traders and companies.

Missionaries and Pioneers in the Pacific Northwest

Describe the interactions between early missionaries and American Indians in the Pacific Northwest.

Explain the importance of the Oregon Trail in the westward expansion of the United States.

Identify the motivations of settlers and pioneers who migrated to the Pacific Northwest.

Settlement of Puget Sound

Describe life for early Washington settlers.

Describe the early settlement of the Puget Sound region.

Explain how the city of Seattle was established.

Territorial Government

Describe early treaties signed with American Indian tribes.

Describe Washington's territorial government and borders.

Explain the reasons why the reservation system was created.

Indian Wars in the Pacific Northwest

Describe the causes and effects of the Nez Perce War.

Describe the Yakama Wars of the 1850s.

Explain how federal Indian policy changed in the late 1800s.

Writing Workshop: An Informative Essay about Conflict and Settlement

Create a draft that is organized clearly and carefully.

Gather evidence to develop an informative topic.

Revise writing for ideas, organization, and voice.

Railroads, Reform, Immigration, and Labor (1889–1930)

Industrialization and Its Impact in Washington

Analyze the effects of the growth of railroads in Washington.

Describe the growth of the fishing and agriculture industries.

Explain how Washington’s growth led to statehood.

Immigration and Migration in the Progressive Era

Analyze the challenges faced by immigrants arriving in Washington.

Describe the immigrant groups that arrived in Washington in the late 1800s and early 1900s.

Explain how Washington’s leading cities experienced growth.
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Reform in the Progressive Era

Describe Progressive reforms in government.

Explain how the women’s suffrage movement helped women gain the right to vote.

Identify Progressive strategies for reforming society.

Washington's Labor Movement

Describe the growth of the labor movement in Washington and the United States.

Explain how strikes caused controversy and conflict.

Explain the causes and effects of labor conflicts in Washington in the early 1900s.

Washington and World War I 

Describe the consequences of the end of the war.

Explain how people in Washington took part in a total war effort.

Identify the reasons for the start of the war and for American involvement.

Great Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

The Great Depression in Washington

Describe how problems in agriculture affected Washington in the 1920s and 1930s.

Explain how the Great Depression changed life for Washington citizens.

Explain how the New Deal affected Washington.

World War II and Washington 

Analyze the effects of the war effort on the home front.

Describe how the war ended.

Explain how the war led to the growth of wartime industries.

Creating a Multimedia Presentation

Describe how to plan an outline to communicate an argument.

Explain how to research to gather information to support a claim.

Identify ways to create an effective and engaging multimedia presentation.

New Technologies and Industries (1945-1980) / Contemporary Washington State (1980-present)

The Postwar Era in Washington

Explain how new technologies and industries helped Washington to grow.

Describe social changes that resulted in greater civil rights for Washington citizens.

Economy of Washington

Analyze data that show the characteristics of Washington’s economy.

Describe Washington’s major economic sectors.

Identify challenges facing Washington’s economy.
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Washington and Global Trade

Describe how trade agreements and international economic organizations affect trade.

Explain how Washington participates in international trade.

Financial Literacy 

Analyze strategies for budgeting and saving.

Describe basic strategies and options for investing for the future.

Explain banking and credit options offered by financial institutions.

Contemporary Washington State (1980-present)

Washington's Constitution

Explain the basic structure and content of the Constitution of the State of Washington.

Identify fundamental principles of government that are reflected in Washington’s constitution and laws.

A Citizen's Rights and Responsibilities

Describe ways to demonstrate good citizenship.

Explain the legal responsibilities required of all citizens.

Identify fundamental rights protected by the US Bill of Rights and the Washington Declaration of Rights.

State and Local Government in Washington

Describe the government’s role in setting policies, taxing, and spending. 

Describe the three branches of Washington’s state government. 

Explain how local governments are organized to serve citizens. 

Identify the responsibilities of citizenship. 

Tribal Government

Describe the structure and function of tribal governments.

Explain how tribes are funded.

Explain how tribes interact with Washington state and federal governments.

Environmental Issues in Washington

Analyze the causes and effects of pollution.

Examine the causes and consequences of natural resource usage.

Writing Workshop: An Argumentative Essay about the Columbia Basin

Construct an argumentative essay that supports a specific claim or idea.

Organize reasons and evidence to form a clear and coherent argument.

Revise writing for ideas, organization, and voice.
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