
OWLS Expo
Graduation Diploma Options: Preparing 
for College or Career After High School



TWO LOUISIANA DIPLOMAS

TOPS University Diploma

● The “College” Diploma Track
● Prepares students to enroll in a 

4-year college or university after 
high school

● Requires students to take 4 of each 
core subject, PE/Health, one art, 
and two foreign language courses

● College credit opportunities 
through AP and DE are offered in 
the four core academic subjects

● Students may also choose to take 
courses in the six offered 
pathways as electives

TOPS Tech Jump Start Diploma

● The “Career” Diploma Track
● Prepares students to enroll in a 

community or technical college or 
begin a career right after high school

● Requires students to take 4 English and 
math courses, 2 science and social 
studies,  PE/Health, and 9 pathway 
courses 

● Students must earn a credential that 
prepares them for a high wage/high 
demand job



TWO DIPLOMA TRACKS
ENGLISH 4 UNITS

1 unit of English I
1 unit of English II 
1 unit of English III 
1 unit of English IV

MATH 4 UNITS
1 unit of Algebra I
1 unit of Geometry 
1 unit of Algebra II
1 unit from the following courses:
Algebra III, Advanced Math–Pre-Calculus, Calculus, or Calculus AP

SCIENCE 4 UNITS
1 unit of Biology
1 unit of Chemistry
2 units from the following courses:
Biology II, Chemistry II, Environmental Science, Physical Science, or Physics

SOCIAL STUDIES 4 UNITS
  1 unit of Civics 
  1 unit of US History 
  2 units from the following courses:

World History, World Geography, or Psychology AP
FOREIGN LANGUAGE 2 UNITS

2 units in the same language: 

Spanish, Latin, or Japanese
ART 1 UNIT

1 unit from the following courses:
Fine Arts Survey, Art, Media Art, Band, Dance, Theater, or  Chorus

HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION 2 UNITS
1 unit of Physical Education I 
1/2 unit of Physical Education II 
1/2 unit of Health Education

ELECTIVES 3 UNITS
Students must take 3 elective courses

TOTAL = 24 Units 24 UNITS

ENGLISH 4 UNITS
 1 Unit of English I 
 1 Unit of English II
 1 units from the following courses:

Business English, Technical Writing, English III, or English  IV

MATH 4 UNITS
 1 unit of Algebra I

3 units from the following courses:
Math Essentials, Financial Literacy, Geometry, Algebra II, Algebra III, Business 
Math, Advanced Math–Functions and Statistics,  Advanced Math–Pre-Calculus, or 
Calculus

SCIENCE 2 UNITS
1 unit of Biology
1 unit from the following courses:
Biology II, Chemistry I, Chemistry II, Environmental Science, Physical Science, 
or Physics

SOCIAL STUDIES 2 UNITS
 1 unit of U. S. History 
 1 unit of Civics

HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION 2 UNITS
1 unit of Physical Education I 
1/2 unit of Physical Education II 
1/2 unit of Health Education

JUMP START ELECTIVES 9 UNITS
9 units from Jump Start Pathways

INDUSTRY BASED CREDENTIAL  
Students must obtain an Advanced or Basic Industry Based Credential (IBC) in 
their identified pathway OR obtain 1 Core and 2 Complimentary credentials in 
their identified pathway. 

TOTAL = 23 Units 23 UNITS

TOPS University Diploma Jump Start Diploma



COURSE PROGRESSIONS
▪ Students’ 9th grade 

courses are the same on 
each diploma track.

▪ Students should finalize 
their diploma track by 
the end of their 10th 
grade year.

TOPS University Diploma Track

TOPS Tech Jump Start Diploma Track



TOPS TECH 
JUMP START 
PATHWAYS

▪ The TOPS Tech Diploma 
allows students to get a 
jump start on a career.
▪ Jump Start students 

must choose one of the 
six pathways.
▪ Nine elective courses 

must be come from the 
chosen pathway.
▪ Students must also earn 

an industry-based 
credential.  



WHAT SHOULD I CONSIDER WHEN 
SELECTING A DIPLOMA TRACK?

▪Academic Record: Which academic areas do my strengths 
lie? 
▪Post-Secondary Goals: What are my plans after high 
school?
▪Diploma Tracks: Which diploma track contains courses that 
will prepare me for my post-secondary plans? 
▪Graduation Requirements: Which courses do I need to take 
to graduate on my chosen diploma track? 



ELECTIVES
- In addition to the 

24 required credits 
for each diploma 
track, students will 
also take electives 
based on their 
interests and 
post-secondary 
plans.



Louisiana High School Assessments
- *LEAP2025 - All Louisiana high school students take a LEAP2025 

cumulative LEAP2025 exam in Algebra I, Geometry, English I, English II, 
Biology, and US History (or Civics beginning in 2024-25).

- *ACT - All Louisiana 11th graders take the ACT on a school day in 
March each year. Subtests are given in English, math, reading, & science.

- WorkKeys - All Jump Start students take the WorkKeys exam to earn a 
certificate that deems them career-ready.

- Advanced Placement (AP) - Students enrolled in AP courses 
take a national exam in May for college credit.

- PSAT - Students wanting to participate in the National Merit scholarship 
program can take the PSAT their junior year.

- ELPT - English Language Learners take the ELPT each year
*Graduation Requirement



THE CHOICES YOU MAKE 
TODAY SHAPE YOUR 
WORLD TOMORROW.          

MR. WAYNE WARNER


