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Certificate of Proficiency 
 
The principal of each high school shall distribute to each student in grades 11-
12 an announcement explaining the California Proficiency Program (CPP). 
Announcements from the California Department of Education (CDE) or its 
contractor shall be distributed early enough to enable interested students to 
register for the test to be given in the fall of that year.  (5 CCR 11523) 
 
Additionally, students may be advised that the certificate of proficiency 
awarded upon passing the CPP is equivalent to a high school diploma. 
However, once the student has taken the CPP, passed the language arts and 
mathematics subtests and exited high school, they may choose to take the 
remaining High School Equivalency Test (HiSET)-Equivalency subtests in 
science and social studies to earn their California High School Equivalency 
Certificate, which provides more opportunities than the certificate of 
proficiency does alone. 
 
A student may take the CPP if the student meets one of the following 
conditions:  (Education Code 48412)  

1. Is age 16 or older 
  

2. Has been enrolled in the 10th grade for one school year or longer 
  

3. Will complete one school year of enrollment in 10th grade at the end of 
the semester during which the next CPP will be administered 

If a student receives the certificate of proficiency, the district shall indicate the 
student's accomplishment and the date of the award on the student's official 
transcript.  (5 CCR 11521) 
 
Any student who has received the certificate of proficiency may be exempted 
from compulsory school attendance upon the student's request, with verified 
parent/guardian consent as appropriate. For this purpose, the Superintendent 
or designee shall provide a consent form which contains at least the following 
information:  (Education Code 48410; 5 CCR 11522)  

1. A general explanation of the student's rights of exemption from 
compulsory attendance and of re-enrollment in the public high schools 
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2. The date of issuance of the certificate of proficiency 
  

3. The signature of the parent/guardian and the date 
  

4. The signature of the school administrator who has personally confirmed 
the authenticity of the parent/guardian's signature and the date 

Any student, 16- or 17-years of age, who terminates enrollment after receiving 
the certificate of proficiency may re-enroll in the district. If enrollment is 
subsequently terminated again, the student may be denied re-enrollment until 
the beginning of the following semester.  (Education Code 48414) 
 
High School Equivalency Certificate 
 
Obtaining a high school equivalency certificate requires passing of a general 
educational development test designated by the State Board of Education 
pursuant to Education Code 51420, including the General Educational 
Development (GED) test or the HiSET. 
 
Anyone taking a test leading to a high school equivalency certificate is required 
to be a resident of California or a member of the armed forces assigned to duty 
in California and meet any one of the following criteria:  (Education Code 
51420)  

1. Is 18 years of age or older 
  

2. Would have graduated from high school had the person remained in 
school and followed the usual course of study 
  

3. Is 17 years of age, has accumulated fewer than 100 units of high school 
credit, and is confined to a state or county hospital or to an institution 
maintained by a state or county correctional facility 
  

4. Is 17 years of age, has accumulated fewer than 100 units of high school 
credit prior to enrollment in an academic program offered by a dropout 
recovery high school and has successfully completed the dropout 
recovery high school's state standards aligned instructional program 
which offers the opportunity for completion of the requirements for a 
high school diploma and at least one year of instruction or instruction 
followed by services related to the academic program 
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Policy Reference Disclaimer: 
These references are not intended to be part of the policy itself, nor do they indicate the 
basis or authority for the Governing Board to enact this policy. Instead, they are 
provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject matter of the policy.  
State Description 
5 CCR 11520-11523 Proficiency examination and certificate 
5 CCR 11530-11532.5 High school equivalency certificate 
Ed. Code 48400-48403 Compulsory continuation education 
Ed. Code 48410 Exemption from continuation education 
Ed. Code 48412 Certificate of proficiency 
Ed. Code 48413 Enrollment in continuation classes 
Ed. Code 48414 Reenrollment in district 
Ed. Code 51420-51427 High school equivalency certificates 
Ed. Code 52052 Accountability; numerically significant student 

subgroups 
Management Resources Description 
Website California Department of Education, California High 

School Equivalency FAQ 
Website CSBA District and County Office of Education Legal 

Services 
Website High School Equivalency Test 
Website General Educational Development Test 
Website California High School Proficiency Examination 
Website California Department of Education, High School 

Equivalency Tests 
Website California Department of Education, California 

Proficiency Program 
Cross References 

Policy Description 
4112.2 Certification 
4112.2 Certification 
5112.1 Exemptions From Attendance 
5112.1 Exemptions From Attendance 
5113.2 Work Permits 
5113.2 Work Permits 
5125 Student Records 
5125 Student Records 
5145.6 Parent/Guardian Notifications 
5145.6-E(1) Parent/Guardian Notifications 
5147 Dropout Prevention 
6146.1 High School Graduation Requirements 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I3AB6D3604C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29#I3ABA07B34C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=IAEC1A7E07F4611EF96239986BB15E974&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29#I7A0128407F4211EF9B9B891075C14A34
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&division=4.&title=2.&part=27.&chapter=3.&article=1.#
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=48410.#
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=48412.#
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=48413.#
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=48414.#
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&division=4.&title=2.&part=28.&chapter=3.&article=3.#
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=52052.#
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=52052.#
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/gd/#
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/gd/#
https://legalservices.csba.org/#
https://legalservices.csba.org/#
https://hiset.ets.org/#
https://ged.com/#
https://hiset.org/#
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/gd#
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/gd#
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/cp.asp#
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/cp.asp#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=7kJ6tgplus6KHehwuMC6I5XvA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=slshVAnPunXn0LpTehCebPaslshg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=3VQ2SRxrPvtRlcHjgcPvQg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=01vlz3wyD9ntCgvJmCnrpg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=YBItJ3slshMmURRN6YeKOOniA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=OslshMF3pOBvrOI0GcTzplusZCTg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=a6K6cDLDplusmRNHLcbwBxq3A==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=YiYF8bAkxlslshqL6Qd7Y7pyQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=zHlsamrcZN5iy6gQWmaQkg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=Ggr69wqApZBJVbsLryXomQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=jiAT06mCDVpWJsKMWC8slsh1Q==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=bLGAHcplus5zeDsVrUhu2Nb6w==#
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6146.11 Alternative Credits Toward Graduation 
6146.11 Alternative Credits Toward Graduation 
6146.3 Reciprocity Of Academic Credit 
6146.3 Reciprocity Of Academic Credit 
6164.2 Guidance/Counseling Services 
6178 Career Technical Education 
6178 Career Technical Education 
6184 Continuation Education 
6184 Continuation Education 
6200 Adult Education 
6200 Adult Education 
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