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NORTH ARLINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
NORTH ARLINGTON, NEW JERSEY

PUBLIC WORK SESSION
March 11, 2024

5:30 p.m.

Board of Education Office

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL Mr. Smith Present
Mrs. Gilgallon Present
Mr. Dorsett Present
Mrs. Higgins Present
Mr. McDermott Present

Student Board Member  Absent

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

STATEMENT OF PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

This Public Meeting of March 11, 2024, of the Board of Education of the Borough of North
Arlington, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, is called pursuant to a schedule of
meetings adopted on January 4, 2024 and of notice given to the Clerk of the Borough of North
Arlington and to the Librarian of the Free Public Library of North Arlington for posting therein as
election notices are posted and of notice given to the Editor of the following newspapers: the
Bergen RECORD of Hackensack and the Newark Star Ledger.

Auditor, Mr. Bobby Bedara, of Donohue, Gironda, Doria, and Tompkins presented the North
Arlington 2022-2023 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR) to the Board.

The Superintendent stated that we are bringing back “Bring Your Children to Work” day on
April 25, 2024.

The Superintendent discussed different options related to the field at Veterans Middle
School. He stated that he’ll keep everyone posted.

The Superintendent and Board discussed having School Resource Officers (SRO) at district
schools. They discussed the cost, rotation, and training involved; as well as the Borough’s
willingness to split costs.  Shared lighting rods were also discussed.

The Board discussed tabling the resolution for a new LED sign at North Arlington High
School. Mrs. Higgins suggested looking into getting the sign donated from a local business.

The Superintendent reviewed the 2024-2025 school calendar with the Board; offering two
possible scenarios in relation to Presidents Day Weekend. The Board selected to be off on
Monday and Tuesday. Mr. Dorsett voiced his concern regarding half days being scheduled
during the first two days of school. The Superintendent stated that teachers can use the time
to settle in after meeting their students to further prepare and that the students are still
adjusting to the new school year.

Mr. Smith inquired about hiring for Physical Education teachers and coaches. The
Superintendent stated that we are still searching for a Physical Education teacher and that
Mr. Aronowitz conducted several interviews for the head football coach position.

Mr. Smith inquired about 7" period stipends. The Superintendent explained that this was for
a position at Veterans Middle School that they have been unable to fill.
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Mr. McDermott had hand-outs for the Board to review regarding the Tunnel 2 Towers 9/11
Mobile Museum for students. He discussed the logistics and the costs involved. He stated
that tying in other districts in the project for a lower rate and sharing the costs would be able
to make this happen. The Board all agreed to move forward with this initiative.

Mr. McDermott discussed NJSLA test scores with the Board from the 21-22 school year and
pointed out positive factors. The Superintendent thanked him for bringing this up and asked
that we hold off on further discussion until the Director of Curriculum could be present to
clarify some of his talking points.

The School Business Administrator discussed various components of the 24/25 Tentative
Budget with the Board.

The Superintendent discussed Mr. Dorsett’s request to honor more students for their efforts
in sports at Board Meetings. The Superintendent and Board Members were all in favor of
honoring more students, but discussed the criteria that would need to be established. Mr.
Dorsett said that he will think about it and get back to everyone.

Motion to move to Executive Session at 6:15 p.m. made by Mr. Smith second by Mr. McDermott.
There was no discussion. On Roll Call all Board members present voted in the affirmative and
none in the negative, it was so ordered.

Respectfully,

Samantha Dembowski
SD:at



