
Im m un iza t ions 
The  Texas Depart m ent  o f St a t e  Hea lt h  Se rvices  
  
Phone : (94 0) 665-9315 
Fax: (94 0) 612-4 679* 
                *Include  a  cover shee t  with  sp ecified  in st ruct ions 
Address: 1714  Just ice  Cen t e r Blvd , St e  A 
Gainesville , TX 76240  
  
Ap p o in tm en t s a re  ava ilab le  on  va riab le  days. Ca ll fo r (94 0) 665-9315, op t ion  #5. 
  
*Accep t s Med ica id , in su red  and  un -insu red .ccine  Sup p ly 
The  Im m uniza t ion  Clin ic o ffe rs a ll recom m ended vaccines fo r ch ildren  and  adu lt s, 
includ ing  Typ ho id .  
  

Texas Min im um  St a t e  Vaccine  Requirem ent s fo r 
St udent s Grades K-12 
  
THIS CHART SUMMARIZES THE VACCINE REQUIREMENTS INCORPORATED IN 
THE TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE (TAC), TITLE 25 HEALTH SERVICES, §§97.61-
97.72. THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT INTENDED AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR THE TAC, 
WHICH HAS OTHER PROVISIONS AND DETAILS. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

HEALTH SERVICES (DSHS) IS GRANTED AUTHORITY TO SET IMMUNIZATION 
REQUIREMENTS BY THE TEXAS EDUCATION CODE, CHAPTER 38 . 
  
2024 -2025 Im m unizat ion  Requ irem ent s for Schoo ls  

2024 -2025 Im m unizat ion  Requ irem ent s PreK 

 

A studen t  sha ll show accep t ab le  evidence  o f vaccina t ion  be fore  en t ry, 
a t t endance , o r t ransfe r t o  a  ch ild -ca re  facilit y o r p ub lic o r p riva t e  e lem en t a ry o r 
secondary schoo l in  Texas. 

Exem p t ion  Inform a t ion  - Schoo l Im m uniza t ions 
  
Tab le  o f Con t en t s 

● Exem p t ions fo r Med ica l Reasons 
● Request ing  an  Exem p t ion  fo r Reasons o f Conscience  
● How t o  Ob t a in  an  Affidavit  
● Frequen t ly Asked  Quest ions 

 

http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=2&ti=25&pt=1&ch=97&sch=B&rl=Y
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=2&ti=25&pt=1&ch=97&sch=B&rl=Y
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/SOTWDocs/ED/htm/ED.38.htm
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/LIDS-Immunizations/pdf/pdf_stock/6-14.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunizations/school
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/exemptions.aspx
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/exemptions.aspx#medical
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/exemptions.aspx#conscience
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/exemptions.aspx#affidavit
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/exemptions.aspx#faq


Exem p t ions fo r Medica l Re asons 
The  law a llows physicians t o  writ e  a  st a t em en t  st a t ing  t ha t  t he  vaccine (s) 
requ ired  wou ld  be  m ed ica lly ha rm ful o r in ju rious t o  t he  hea lth  and  we ll-be ing  o f 
t he  ch ild . The  writ t en  st a t em en t  by the  physician  m ust  be  subm it t ed  t o  t he  
schoo l nu rse . Un less it  is writ t en  in  t he  st a t em ent  t ha t  a  life long  condit ion  exist s, 
t he  exem p t ion  st a t em en t  is va lid  fo r on ly one  yea r from  t he  da t e  signed  by t he  
p hysician . 
  
Request ing  an  Exem p t ion  fo r Reasons o f Conscience  
The  law a llows p a rent s/ guard ians t o  choose  an  exem p t ion  from  im m uniza t ion  
requ irem ent s fo r reasons o f conscience , includ ing  a  re lig ious be lie f. The 
com p let ed  and  re tu rned  fo rm  from  t he  Texas DSHS m ust  be  subm it t ed  t o  t he  
schoo l nu rse  fo r t he  st udent  t o  be  adm it t ed . The  schoo l will accep t  on ly t he  
o rig ina l o fficia l a ffidavit  fo rm s deve lop ed  and  issued  by the  Texas DSHS. The  
a ffidavit  w ill be  va lid  fo r t wo  years.    

● Please  no t e : In  t he  case  o f an  ou tb reak, an  unim m unized  ch ild  m ay be  
p rohib it ed  from  schoo l a t t endance . 

● Any fo rm  p resen t ed  fo r conscien t ious ob ject ion  to  im m unizat ion  m ust  be  
p resen t ed  be fo re  t he  studen t  m ay st a rt  schoo l and  m ust  be  upda t ed  every 
t wo  years by the  anniversa ry da t e . 

● If t he  Affidavit  is no t  cu rren t , t he  student  will no t  be  a llowed to  st ay in  
schoo l. 

Request ing  an  Affidavit  On line  
Affidavit s m ay be  request ed  via  t he  Im m uniza t ion  Sect ion  Affidavit  Request  
websit e . It  is recom m ended ind ividua ls u se  t he  Microso ft  Edge  web  b rowser 
when  subm it t ing  a  vaccine  exem p t ion  request  on line . Other web  b rowsers m ay 
no t  funct ion  p rop erly. 
  
Request ing  an  Affidavit  By Mail 
A writ t en  request  fo r an  a ffidavit  m ay be  sen t  t h rough  the  Unit ed  St a t es Post a l 
Se rvice  (o r ano ther com m ercia l ca rrie r).  Prin t  and  then  m ail t he  Request  fo r 
Exem p t ion  from  Im m uniza t ions fo r Reasons o f Conscience  t o : 
  
Texas Dep art m en t  o f St a t e  Hea lth  Services 
Im m uniza t ion  Sect ion , Mail Code  1946 
P.O. Box 14 934 7 
Aust in , Texas 78714 -9347 
  
Request ing  an  Affidavit  By Fax 
Prin t  and  then  fax t he  Request  fo r Exem pt ion  from  Im m uniza t ions fo r Reasons o f 
Conscience  t o : (512) 776-754 4 . 
  
 
 

https://www.westisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1111136&type=d&pREC_ID=243569#h7sjdoswsoypezfwxk40bz82wkou9
https://co-request.dshs.texas.gov/
https://co-request.dshs.texas.gov/
https://co-request.dshs.texas.gov/
https://co-request.dshs.texas.gov/
https://co-request.dshs.texas.gov/
https://co-request.dshs.texas.gov/


Request ing  an  Affidavit  In  Person  
NOTE: No  request s will be  filled  a t  t he  t im e  o f hand-de livery o f a  request . All 
a ffidavit  fo rm s will be  m ailed  t o  you  via  U.S. Post a l Se rvice . 
  
  
Because  t he  student  had  the  d isease  

●  Pa ren t s o f st uden t s who  had  ch icken  p ox d isease  (va rice lla ) m ay subm it  a  
signed  fo rm  t o  t he  cam p us nu rse  t ha t  ind ica t es t he  da t e  t ha t  t he  ch ild  had  
t he  d isease .  It  m ay a lso  be  docum ent ed  by the  physician  on  the  
im m uniza t ion  record .  The  fo rm  is ava ilab le  he re : Docum en t ing  Histo ry o f 
Varice lla   

 
Im m unit y Docum ented  by Lab  Resu lt  (Im m unit y by Tit e r) 

● St udent s who have  had  a  lab  t e st  t ha t  shows they a re  im m une t o  t he  
fo llowing  d iseases m ay p resen t  a  cop y o f t he  labora to ry resu lt s in st ead  o f 
docum ent a t ion  o f t he  vaccines: 

o Measles 
o Mum p s 
o Rube lla  
o Varice lla  (ch icken  pox) 
o Hep a t it is A 
o Hep a t it is B   

  Men ing it is Vaccine  (MCV4 ) Co llege  Requirem ent  In form at ion  

● All en t e ring  studen t s a t  an  inst it u t ion  o f h igher educa t ion* a re  requ ired  t o  
show p roof o f an  in it ia l m eningococca l vaccina t ion  o r a  boost er dose  
du ring  the  five  yea rs be fo re  en ro lling . They m ust  ge t  t he  vaccine  a t  least  
10  days be fo re  t he  sem est e r beg ins. See  t he  exem p t ions sect ion  fo r m ore  
in fo rm at ion  on  exem p t ions from  these  requ irem ent s. 

● For m ore  in fo rm at ion  abou t  vaccine -p reven t ab le  d iseases, you  m ay read  
t he  Vaccine  In fo rm at ion  St a t em en t s from  t he  Texas DSHS.  

 VACCINE FOR CHILDREN PROGRAM (VFC)  
The  VFC Program : At  a  Glance  

The  Vaccines fo r Ch ild ren  (VFC) Program  he lps p rovide  vaccines t o  ch ild ren  
whose  p a rent s o r guard ians m ay no t  be  ab le  t o  a ffo rd  t hem . Th is he lp s ensu re  
t ha t  a ll ch ild ren  have  a  be t t e r chance  o f ge t t ing  t he ir recom m ended vaccinat ions 
on  schedu le . Vaccines ava ilab le  t hrough the  VFC Program  a re  t hose  
recom m ended  by t he  Adviso ry Com m it t ee  on  Im m uniza t ion  Pract ices (ACIP). 
These  vaccines p ro t ect  babies, young ch ild ren , and  ado lescent s from  16 d iseases. 

https://www.walnutbendisd.net/cms/lib/TX21000548/Centricity/Domain/1/documenting%20history%20of%20varicella.pdf
https://www.walnutbendisd.net/cms/lib/TX21000548/Centricity/Domain/1/documenting%20history%20of%20varicella.pdf
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/school/college-requirements.aspx
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/immunize/literature/litlist.shtm#vis
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/features/vfcprogram/#vfclist


Funding  fo r t he  VFC p rogram  is app roved  by t he  Office  o f Managem en t  and  
Budget  (OMB) and  a lloca t ed  t hrough the  Cen t e rs fo r Med ica re  & Medica id  
Services (CMS) to  t he  Cen t e rs for Disease  Con t ro l and  Prevent ion  (CDC). CDC 
buys vaccines a t  a  d iscoun t  and  d ist ribu t es t hem  t o  g ran t ees—i.e ., st a t e  hea lth  
dep artm en t s and  ce rt a in  loca l and  t e rrit o ria l p ub lic hea lt h  agencies—which  in  
t u rn  d ist ribu t e  t hem  a t  no  charge  t o  t hose  p rivat e  physicians’ offices and  pub lic 
hea lt h  clin ics reg ist e red  as VFC p roviders. 
  
De t e rm in ing  Elig ib ilit y 
A ch ild  is e lig ib le  fo r t he  VFC Program  if he  o r she  is younger t han  19 yea rs o f age  
and  is one  o f t he  fo llowing : 

● Medica id -e lig ib le  
● Uninsu red  
● Underinsu red  [Click] 
● Am erican  Ind ian  o r Alaska  Na t ive  

  
Ch ild ren  whose  hea lth  in su rance  covers t he  cost  o f vaccina t ions a re  no t  e lig ib le  
fo r VFC vaccines, even  when  a  cla im  fo r t he  cost  o f t he  vaccine  and  it s 
adm inist ra t ion  wou ld  be  den ied  fo r p aym en t  by t he  in surance  ca rrie r because  
t he  p lan’s deduct ib le  had  not  been  m et . 
  
Loca t ing  a  VFC Provider 
Na t ionwide , t here  a re  over 4 4 ,000  doct o rs (nea rly 4 0 ,000  sit e s) doct o rs en ro lled  
in  t he  VFC Program . Each  st a t e ’s VFC Coord ina to r can  p rovide  a  list  o f doct o rs 
en ro lled  in  t he  VFC Program . Other p laces t ha t  p rovide  vaccina t ions a re  
 

● Federa lly Qua lified  Hea lt h  Cen t e r (FQHC) 
● Rura l Hea lt h  Clin ic (RHC)  

Re la t ed  Pages 

● For Parent s: VFC Quest ions and  Answers 
● For Providers: VFC Quest ions and  Answers 
● St a t e  VFC Web Sit es 
● Recom m ended Im m uniza t ion  Schedules (ACIP) 
● Vaccine  Sup p ly Policy 
● VFC Program  Dist ribu t ion  o f Ped ia t ric Vaccines 

  
  
 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/about/index.html#f1
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/contacts-state.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/parents/qa-detailed.html#fqhc
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/parents/qa-detailed.html#rhc
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/parents/qa-detailed.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/providers/questions/qa-flyer-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/state-vfc-websites.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/about/vac-supply-policy/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/about/distribution.html

