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Outcomes for today's learning:

1. Increase understanding around the differences between accommodations
and modifications, and how they relate to Universal Design for Learning
(UDL).

2. Explore how UDL principles can guide the selection and implementation of

accommodations and modifications and the legal considerations for each.

3. Engage in practice identifying accommodations and modifications and

dialogue with colleagues.
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Agenda/Overview

-> Welcome & Inclusion

-> Accommodations and Modifications Overview
=> Integrating Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
-> Stations

=> Closing
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Welcome and Inclusion: Who’s in the room?

Activity: Like Me

Process: When you hear a statement
that represents you, your role, etc., stand

up

Outcome: Get an idea of those in the
room with similar interests and roles
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Accommodations and Modifications: Definitions

Accommodations -
Change the "HOW"

Adjustments made to teaching and
assessment practices in order to
remove barriers and provide equitable
access to learning and opportunity to
demonstrate knowledge for all

students.
Source: Iris Center
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Modifications -

Change the "WHAT"
Student requires Specially Designed

Instruction. Changes made to the
teaching, assessment, and curriculum
itself to meet the individual needs of
exceptional students. Necessary when

performance expectations are altered.

Source: Iris Center




Legal Requirements and Considerations

1 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
Requires schools to provide a free, appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive

environment for all students with disabilities.

2 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

Prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities in all areas of public life, including education.

3 Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act

Prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities in programs receiving federal funding.
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Sped Compliance: Program Review Standards & Indicators

200.850 Program modifications & accommodations:
' |IEP includes a statement of the program modifications & accommodations that will be

provided to enable the child to advance appropriately towards attaining the annual goal, to
be involved in & make progress in the general education curriculum

d A description of the specific program modification and accommodations
b Duration (i.e., beginning and ending date for services)

Location (states the type of environment for provision of the services)

Frequency (states how often the services will occur- e.g. daily, weekly, monthly)
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Differences
Accommodations vs. Modifications

Civil rights Educational rights
= life long = end when graduate high school or age out
Competency does not change Significant reduction in competency
No impact on grades Affect grades

Examples: difficulty, degree of participation,

Examples: time, size, level of support modified goals, substitute curriculum

From Friend’s Co-Teaching: Principle, Practices, & Pragmatics a CSD workshop
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Activity

Independently or with a partner(s):

1.

2.
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Access this 9 types document.

Then classify each box as an
accommodation or a modification.

SPECIALIZED

Match 1 term from the word bank with each
of the 9 boxes.

We will review responses in a few minutes.

FOR SUCCESS

Directions
1. Match 1 word from the word bank with each box

Difficulty Size
Time Alternate Goals
evel of Support Output Input

Label each box as an accommodation or 3 modification

Word Bank:

urncuium

learn or complets

For example:
Reduce the number of social
studies terms 3 learner must

23rn 3t any one time

Adapt the time allotted and
zllowsad for lzarning. task
completion, or testing

Indwiduaize a timeline for
completing a

Increase the amount of
personal 3ssistance with 3
cific lzarner.

For example:

3 1g assistants, peer
tutors, or cross-age tutors

Adapt the way instruction is
deliversd to the leamer,

groups

For exampls
Allow the use of a calculator
to figure math problems
simplify task directions
change rules to
accommodate learner nesds

Adspt how the student can

espond to instruction

For example:

nstead of ansv

questions in writin

verbal res

communicstion book, allow

students to show knowledge
with hands on materials

the extent to which 3
nvolved in

For examplz:
In geography. have 3 student
hold the globe, while others
point out locations

Adapt the goals or outcom
expectations while )
same matenals

Forexampl
In social studies, expect 3
student to be able to locats

justthe e while ot
learn to locate capitals as
well

Provide different instruction
and materials to meet 3
student’s individual goals

For examp
During a languag one
student is learning computer

skill in the computer |3



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gjBSuRNGZED8H8LCnvBPFVkEHEphb8MryS4_PvLfOgw/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gjBSuRNGZED8H8LCnvBPFVkEHEphb8MryS4_PvLfOgw/copy

Answer Key:
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Nine Types of Accomodations/Modifications

Size
Adapt the number of items that
the learner is expected to learn
or complete.

For example:
Reduce the number of social
studies terms a learner must

Time
Adapt the time allotted and
allowed for learning, task
completion, or testing.

For example:
Individualize a timeline for

Level of Support
Increase the amount of personal
assistance with a specific learner.

For example:
Assign peer buddies, teaching
assistants, peer tutors, or Cross-

Adapt the way instruction is
delivered to the learner.

For example:

Use different visual aids, plan
more concrete example, provide
hands-on activities, place
students in cooperative groups.

Accommodation

completing a task; pace learning age tutors.
learn at any one time. differently (increase or decrease)
Accommodation for some Ieamer_s. .
Accommodation Accommodation
Input Difficulty Output

Adapt the skill level, problem
type, or the rules on how the
learner may approach the work

For example:
Allow the use of a calculator to
figure math problems; simplify
task directions; change rules to
accommodate learner needs.

Modification

Adapt how the student can
respond to instruction.

For example:

Instead of answering questions
in writing, allow a verbal
response, use a communication
book, allow students to show
knowledge with hands on

Accomimodation

Participation
Adapt the extent to which a
learner is actively involved in the
task.

For example:
In geography, have a student
hold the globe, while others
point out locations.

Modification

Alternate Goals
Adapt the goals or outcome
expectations while using the

same materials.

For example:

n social studies, expect a student

to be able to locate just the state

while others learn to locate
capitals as well.
Modification

Substitute Curriculum
Provide different instruction and
materials to meet a student’s
individual goals.

For example:
During a language test one
student is learning computer skill
in the computer lab.

Modification
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Universal Design for Learning Guidelines

I. Provide Multiple Means of II. Provide Multiple Means of lll. Provide Multiple Means of
Representation Action and Expression Engagement

1: Provide options for perception

1.1 Offer ways of customizing the display of information
1.2 Offer alternatives for auditory information

1.3 Offer alternatives for visual information

2: Provide options for language, mathematical
expressions, and symbols

2.1 Clarify vocabulary and symbols
2.2 Clarify syntax and structure

2.3 Support decoding of text, mathematical notation,
and symbols

2.4 Promote understanding across languages

2.5 lllustrate through multiple media

3: Provide options for comprehension

3.1 Activate or supply background knowledge

3.2. Highlight patterns, critical features, big ideas, and
relationships

3.3 Guide information processing, visualization, and
manipulation

3.4 Maximize transfer and generalization

4: Provide options for physical action

4.1 Vary the methods for response and navigation

4.2 Optimize access to tools and assistive technologies

5: Provide options for expression and communication

5.1 Use multiple media for communication
5.2 Use multiple tools for construction and composition

5.3 Build fluencies with graduated levels of support for
practice and performance

6: Provide options for executive functions

6.1 Guide appropriate goal-setting
6.2 Support planning and strategy development
6.3 Facilitate managing information and resources

6.4 Enhance capacity for monitoring progress

7: Provide options for recruiting interest

7.1 Optimize individual choice and autonomy
7.2 Optimize relevance, value, and authenticity

7.3 Minimize threats and distractions

8: Provide options for sustaining effort and persistence

8.1 Heighten salience of goals and objectives
8.2 Vary demands and resources to optimize challenge
8.3 Foster collaboration and community

8.4 Increase mastery-oriented feedback

9: Provide options for self-regulation

9.1 Promote expectations and beliefs that optimize
motivation

9.2 Facilitate personal coping skills and strategies

9.3 Develop self and reflection

Meeting Learner Variability through Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

—> UDL is designed to be flexible and
inclusive, which can reduce the need
for specific accommodations or
modifications

-> Modifications and accommodations
can fall anywhere within the 3
categories of UDL which is meant to
act as a framework to providing
equitable tier 1 instruction for all

learners.

Resourceful, knowledgeable learners Strategic, goal-directed learners Purposeful, motivated learners

@ 2011 by CAST. All rights reserved. www.cast.org, www.udlcenter.org
© CAST :

APA Citation: CAST (2011). Universal design for learning guidelines version 2.0. Wakefield, MA: Author
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https://udlguidelines.cast.org/

Activity: Exploration options to learn about UDL

Option A:

Conversation

Option B:
Video

Option C:
Article

Access UDL Strategies from Goal
Book.

Turn and talk with a partner:

-How else you can support teachers
in exploring the options for
accommodations, modifications, and
UDL in their classroom.

-How might these UDL strategies
from Goal Book support this work?

Independently click on the link and
watch the video UDL at a Glance.
Reflect on the following:

-What is UDL?

-How do we make a curriculum that
challenges & engages diverse
learners?

-What are the 3 principles of UDL?

Independently click on this link and
read the article UDL & The Learning
Brain. Then reflect on the following:
-What 3 things does UDL recognize
variability in?

-What is the dominant feature of the
nervous system?

-Why is the concept of
neuro-diversity important to
educators?
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N9AGo2QEhp07ByaXQPvXNxLuikMWeqnbk9PZI8LJU3U/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N9AGo2QEhp07ByaXQPvXNxLuikMWeqnbk9PZI8LJU3U/edit
https://youtu.be/bDvKnY0g6e4?si=jcEM5jvT6PMKDAV9
https://www.cast.org/binaries/content/assets/common/publications/articles/cast-udlandthebrain-20220228-a11y.pdf
https://www.cast.org/binaries/content/assets/common/publications/articles/cast-udlandthebrain-20220228-a11y.pdf

UDL can reduce the need for accommodations & modifications:

Turn & Talk with a Shoulder Partner: \What might be

KEY
TAKEAWAY

some new learning or shift in thinking you have had after

engaging in the learning around UDL?
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Types of Accommodations: A UDL Perspective
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Materials

Adjusting the format, color, or size of materials to meet the student's needs. For example,
providing text-to-speech software or large print materials. This type of accommodation

supports the UDL principle of multiple means of

Environment

Altering the student's physical or social environment to create a more favorable learning
experience. For example, providing preferential seating or a quiet workspace. This type of

accommodation supports the UDL principle of multiple means of File Ele il

Technology
Using devices and equipment to facilitate the student's access and participation in learning

activities. For example, providing a hearing aid or speech-to-text software. This type of

accommodation supports the UDL principle of multiple means of st rraies.
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Examples of Accommodations

/Multiple Means \

of Expression

Providing a variety of
ways for the student to
demonstrate their
learning, whether
through writing,
speaking, drawing, or

other methods.

- /
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/ Simplified \

Language
Using simplified
language, visual aids,
or gestures to help
the student
understand complex

concepts.

- /

/ Extended \

Time
Allotted additional time
for the student to

complete assignments,

tests, or exams.

- /
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Allowing students to

Flexible
Seating

choose their own
seat or siton a
wobble cushion,
chair, or ball to

improve focus.

"

~

/




Types of Modifications: A UDL Perspective

Product Modifications

Content Modifications Adjusting the outcome or form of the student's work based
Reducing the scope, depth, or complexity of the curriculum on their individual ability such as creating shortened or
to meet the student's individual needs. Providing extra alternative assignments, providing learning menus, or
scaffolding supports supports the UDL principle of multiple accepting tiered responses based on students’ readiness
means of Ot levels.These strategies can support the UDL principles of
multiple means of e lrepresentation|
1 2 3

Process Modifications
Adapting or changing the way the student learns, such as

incorporating more hands-on activities or guided practice

sessions. This can be another way to support the UDL principle $|R|5CENTER

of multiple means of ElgleEl [ Ela1
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https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/di/

Examples of Modifications

4 N O [ Avention concoms

Reading Writing Difficulties
Difficulties

SaeliEe (e A G Break down tasks into small,

Lowering reading level of a text; ble st d
written work required; manageable steps and

asking comprehension ] o
provide an alternate reduce number o

ti t a diff t DOK
questions &t a direren prompt (content/product) steps/items/tasks that needed

level than other student
evel than other students to be completed; allow the

tent
(content) student to complete a
performance task rather than

written (product)

\ A AN /
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Stations:

Station 1 - Card Sort Station 2 - Hexagonal Thinking

1. Review the provided print In your groups, have discussions
resource. about the connections between all of
2. Then, sort the provided examples the key terms associated with today's
with the aligned curriculum learning. Use the hexagons to
modification question. demonstrate the connections you
discuss

Like this activity? Here's the template!
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https://www.canva.com/templates/EAE7ZRE8KgA-pastel-rainbow-hexagon-thinking-graphic-organizer-activity/

Next Steps...

\ Turn & Talk: Where are you now with regard to your
understanding of Accommodations and Modifications
' ﬁ . through the lens of Universal Design for Learning? What

might be your next steps?
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Revisiting Outcomes...

1. Increase understanding around the differences
between accommodations and modifications, and
how they relate to Universal Design for Learning
(UDL).

2. Explore how UDL principles can guide the
selection and implementation of accommodations

and modifications and the legal considerations for

each.

3. Engage in practice identifying accommodations
and modifications and dialogue with colleagues.
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Questions?
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Contact Information

Jennifer Ferguson
Instructional Coach
jeferguson@ssdmo.org

Lindsay McCracken
Instructional Coach
lamccracken@ssdmo.orq
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mailto:jeferguson@ssdmo.org
mailto:lamccracken@ssdmo.org

Resources

National Center on Educational Qutcomes: Accommodations and Modifications:

Center for Parent Information and Resources: Accommodations and Modifications:

LD Online: Accommodations vs. Modifications: What's the Difference?:

WeAreTeachers: IEP Accommodations vs. Modifications: What's the Difference?:

IRIS Center
CAST UDL Guidelines: .

Understood.org: Accommodations vs. Modifications: What's the Difference?

SPECIAL

n\'D SCHOOL
i DISTRICT SPECIALIZED FOR SUCCESS



https://nceo.info/Resources/publications/OnlinePubs/AccommodationsModifications.htm
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/partnering-with-childs-school/instructional-strategies/accommodations-vs-modifications-whats-the-difference
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/accommodations/
https://www.ldrfa.org/accommodations-and-modifications-for-students-with-ld-explained/
https://www.weareteachers.com/accommodations-vs-modifica
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/?utm_source=castsite&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=none&utm_content=footer&_gl=1*3zmqlv*_ga*MTczNzgwNTM5NS4xNjgwNTM4NjQ0*_ga_C7LXP5M74W*MTY4MzE0MzAyMC40LjEuMTY4MzE0Mzc3Ny4wLjAuMA..

