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Purpose
 
The Dauphin County Technical School has an open admissions policy in effect for Career and
Technical Education (CTE) programs of study in which there are limited openings available for
students who apply to be accepted. The goal of the school is to enroll students in programs that
meet their interest and abilities and prepare them for future education or employment
opportunities.
 
Authority
 
The Joint Operating Committee shall establish requirements for admission of students that are
consistent with statutes, regulations and sound educational practice and ensure the equitable
treatment of all eligible students.[1][2][3][4][5][6][7][8][9]
 
Children of Active Duty Military Families
 
The school shall facilitate the timely admittance of children of active duty military families in
accordance with the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children and
Joint Operating Committee policy.[10]
 
Delegation of Responsibility
 
The Administrative Director or designee shall be responsible to implement this policy, to include
the following:
 

1. All students and parents/guardians residing in member school districts shall be informed of
the students' right to participate in DCTS programs of study and academic courses.[5]
 

2. Written criteria for evaluating the admission of eligible students shall be developed and
distributed.[3][5]
 

3. Course announcements, guidance materials, and other communications shall convey the
philosophy of equal access to DCTS and shall include admissions criteria and procedures.

6/13/24, 10:33 AM BoardDocs® Pro

https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/daup/Board.nsf/Public# 1/4

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=18&sctn=40&subsctn=1
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=18&sctn=41&subsctn=0
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=18&sctn=50&subsctn=1
http://pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter339/s339.21.html&d=reduce
http://pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter4/s4.31.html&d=reduce
http://pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter4/s4.35.html&d=reduce
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=13&sctn=27&subsctn=1
http://pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter4/s4.31.html&d=reduce
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=1949&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=14&chpt=18&sctn=50&subsctn=1
http://pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/022/chapter4/s4.31.html&d=reduce


[5]
 

4. An annual review of the Student Admissions Policy #201 should be completed to evaluate
the Application Process and Qualifications as outlined in this policy (below). The annual
review should also include percentages of racial groups, economically disadvantaged
students, English language learners, and special education populations of the sending
school districts as compared to the DCTS percentages to ensure equity. The student
application should be reviewed annually by administration with consultation from sending
school counselors. Following the annual review, a report will be presented to the Joint
Operating Committee before the annual student admissions process begins. This report will
include any recommendations for change to the Application Process and/or Qualifications if
needed.
 

5. The school shall not discriminate in any way on the basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, handicap/disability or age with regards to the
admission of students.[8][9][11]

 
Guidelines
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: To begin the admission process, school districts will be informed
when the new student application is available on our school website. The completed Application
for Admission must be returned to the DCTS Principal’s office by the predetermined deadline in
order for the student’s application to be scored.
 
Each applicant can achieve a possible 100 total points on a scoring rubric. All applicants residing
within the member school districts will be ranked from high to low points. By the end of the
school year, the DCTS Principal’s office will select the highest- ranking applicants, based on an
established cut score, until all vacant slots are filled from the member school districts.
 
During the application process, students, or their school representative, will have the opportunity
to write a statement in their application for the application review committee to consider that a
student has had a personal hardship that may affect their final rubric score. The administration
should ensure that the application provides a section for the student or sending school counselor
to provide the information that is relevant regarding the student’s academic or personal
background.
 
Students that do not meet the admissions requirements and score below the cut score will not be
accepted.
 
QUALIFICATIONS: Dauphin County Technical School has established eligibility criteria to be
used in processing student applications as follows:
 

1. STUDENT INTEREST (10% of application evaluation rubric): An applicant must write
about their educational interests and goals, and how DCTS can help them reach those
goals.
 

2. TEACHER RECOMMENDATION/BEHAVIORS (25% of application evaluation rubric):
Due to the nature of a career and technical school, students must be responsible to handle
equipment, and be aware of their surroundings at all times. Personal safety and the safety
of others are of paramount importance. Students must be able to focus on skill completion,
be self-reliant, and possess a good work ethic.

An applicant must submit: (a) one (1) overall team recommendation, if s/he is enrolled in
8th grade; or (b) two (2) core subject teacher recommendations, if s/he is enrolled in 9th
through 11th grade. A student’s overall behavior record at his/her sending school will be
reviewed. Discipline issues related to safety, acts of violence, and drugs or alcohol will be
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scrutinized.
 

3. GRADES (30% of application evaluation rubric): An applicant’s grade transcript/report
cards will be reviewed and evaluated. Each letter grade earned in a core subject (e.g.,
English, Math, Science and Social Studies) will be assigned a point value.
 

4. ATTENDANCE/TARDIES (35% of application evaluation rubric): All absences and
tardies will be considered when reviewing a student’s application.

 
Nonresident Students: Students who reside outside of the member school district areas will be
considered for enrollment only in the event that all waiting lists of students that meet the
established cut score from member school districts are exhausted.[12]
 
Transfer Students: Students moving into Dauphin County that wish to attend DCTS must enroll
in their sending school district and follow the application process. We do no accept direct transfer
students.
 
Nonpublic School Students: Students enrolled in charter schools, cyber charter schools, and
private schools are eligible to apply to DCTS. Applications must be requested from the school
districts in which these students reside. Completed applications must be submitted through the
school district of residence. Parents/Guardians should contact their resident school district’s
school counselor to discuss registration procedures. Students enrolled in charter schools and
cyber charter schools may enroll in DCTS only if the charter or cyber charter school, in which the
student is enrolled, contracts with DCTS for the provision of Career Technical Education.
Nonpublic school students will be considered for enrollment only in the event that all waiting lists
of students that meet the established cut score from member school districts are exhausted.
 
Ninth Grade Students: All 9th grade students will participate in a career exploratory program.
Upon completion of the career exploratory program, 9th grade students will choose a first,
second, and third choice Program of Study and will be enrolled in the Program of Study in which
they have been accepted. All 9th grade students are enrolled at DCTS on a full-time basis.
 
Tenth Grade Students: New 10th grade students applying to DCTS will choose a specific CTE
Program of Study in which to enroll, if space is available. New 10th grade students may enroll in
a CTE program of study only or on a full-time basis.
 
Eleventh Grade Students: New 11th grade students applying to DCTS will choose a specific
CTE Program of Study in which to enroll, if space is available. New 11th grade students may
enroll in a CTE program of study only or on a full-time basis.
 
Twelfth Grade Students: New 12th grade students applying to DCTS will choose a specific CTE
Program of Study in which to enroll, if space is available. New 12th grade students may enroll in
a CTE program of study only or on a full-time basis.
 
EXCEPTIONS TO POLICY: Any exception to this policy may be appealed, in writing, from the
sending school administration to the Dauphin County Technical School Administrative Director on
behalf of the applicant.
 
Questions regarding this application process may be referred to the Principal of the Dauphin
County Technical School, 6001 Locust Lane, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109. Telephone: (717)
652-3170.
 
For information regarding civil rights or grievance procedures, contact our Title IX Coordinator, or
Section 504 Coordinator at 6001 Locust Lane, Harrisburg, PA 17109 (717) 652-3170. For
information regarding services, activities, and facilities that are accessible to and usable by
handicapped individuals and groups, please contact the DCTS Administrative Director.
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Legal 1. 24 P.S. 1840.1

2. 24 P.S. 1841

3. 24 P.S. 1850.1

4. 22 PA Code 339.21

5. 22 PA Code 4.31

6. 22 PA Code 4.35

7. 24 P.S. 1327.1

8. Pol. 103

9. Pol. 103.1

10. Pol. 254

11. 22 PA Code 4.4

12. Pol. 202

24 P.S. 1331.1

Pol. 113

Pol. 251

Articles of Agreement

Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children (MIC3)

Freshmen Applicant Scoring Sheet 2023-2024.pdf (106 KB)

Upperclassmen_Applicant Scoring Sheet 2023-2024.pdf (109 KB)
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