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STUDENTS 09.43 

Student Disciplinary Processes 

SCHOOL-RELATED ACTIVITIES 
The authority of the District in matters of student behavior is not limited to school buildings and 
grounds or to times when the pupil is on his/her way to or from school, but extends to any 
activity which is school-related or school-sponsored. 
TRAUMA-INFORMED APPROACH 
“Trauma-informed approach" means incorporating principles of trauma awareness and trauma-
informed practices, as recommended by the federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration, in a school in order to foster a safe, stable, and understanding learning 
environment for all students and staff and ensuring that all students are known well by at least 
one (1) adult in the school setting. 
The Board shall develop a plan for implementing a trauma-informed approach in the District. 
The plan shall be based on the Trauma-Informed Toolkit from KDE and include but not be 
limited to: 

a) strategies for enhancing trauma awareness throughout the school community; 
b) conducting an assessment of the school climate including but not limited to inclusiveness 

and respect for diversity; 
c) developing trauma-informed discipline policies; 
d) collaborating with the Department of Kentucky State Police, the local sheriff, and the 

local chief of police to create procedures for notification of trauma-exposed students; 
and 

e) providing services and programs designed to reduce the negative impact of trauma, 
support critical learning, and foster a positive and safe school environment for every 
student.2 

TREATMENT OF PUPILS 
Student disciplinary measures should not be administered in a manner that is humiliating, 
degrading, or unduly severe or in a manner that would cause the pupil to lose status before 
his/her peer group. Teachers should guard against making remarks to other pupils concerning a 
student's shortcomings. 
Unless an administrator or the Board acts under authority of KRS 158.150, no school, school 
administrator, teacher, or other school employee shall expel or punish a student based on juvenile 
court information received by the employee from any source. Administrators may act to protect 
staff and students when the student’s conduct, as reflected by the information, indicates a 
substantial likelihood of an immediate and continuing threat of harm to students or staff. In cases 
where such actions are necessary, the following provisions shall apply: 

1. Restrictions imposed on the student shall represent the least restrictive alternative 
available and appropriate to remedy the threat. 

2. Supporting material shall be documented in and kept with the student’s juvenile court 
record. 

3. The student and/or parent/guardian may appeal actions taken to the Superintendent or 
to the Circuit Court with appropriate jurisdiction.1 

  

http://policy.ksba.org/DocumentManager.aspx?requestarticle=/KRS/158-00/150.pdf&requesttype=krs
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SERIOUS PROBLEMS 
Serious disciplinary problems shall be promptly reported to the Principal and to the parent(s) of 
the student. 
COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITY 
Each school council shall select and implement discipline and classroom management techniques 
for the school. The council's discipline policies shall provide for involvement of parents in 
disciplinary situations involving their children. 
In non-SBDM schools, the Principal shall make these decisions in compliance with Board 
policy. 
REPORTING 
Each school shall annually provide to the Department of Education, using the student 
information system, an assessment of school incidents relating to disruptive behaviors resulting 
in a criminal or juvenile status offense or public complaint, including whether: 

1. The incident involved a public offense or noncriminal misconduct; 
2. The incident was reported to law enforcement or the court-designated worker and the 

charge or type of noncriminal misconduct that was the basis of the referral or report; 
and  

3. The report was initiated by a school resource officer. 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH WITH DISABILITIES 
Discipline for children and youth with disabilities shall observe, and be in conformity with, 
federal and state procedures and guidelines. 
REFERENCES: 

1KRS 158.153 
2KRS 158.4416 
 KRS 158.150; KRS 158.449 
 KRS 160.290; KRS 160.340; KRS 160.345 
 KRS 161.180; KRS 610.345 
 P. L. 105-17 

RELATED POLICIES: 
08.14; 09.14; 09.429; 09.438 
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