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 Message from the President:  
  
Ashley’s Angle 
As we celebrate the success of the association, I am thrilled to extend my heartfelt gratitude to 

each and every one of you for contributing to the tremendous success of our 53rd Annual Con-

ference. Our gathering on the coast surpassed all expectations, boasting record-breaking 

attendance and a truly remarkable lineup of keynote and guest speakers. To all our stakehold-

ers, though too numerous to name individually, your support and commitment do not go un-

noticed. You have gone above and beyond to elevate our industry, and for that, we continue 

to thrive. A special acknowledgment is owed to the members of our steering committee. Your 

tireless efforts and countless hours of volunteering ensured the seamless execution of our 

conference. Without your dedication, such events would not be possible. I appreciate all mem-

bers who sacrificed personal time and workdays to attend our conference. Your presence is 

vital, as it validates the purpose of these events—to equip you with the tools and knowledge 

to be effective leaders in your school districts. Finally, I extend my gratitude to Armor Moore, 

our esteemed executive secretary, for her unwavering commitment to meeting the needs of our association and stakeholders. Prepara-

tions for the 54th Annual Conference have begun and I commend President Elect Alex Hallmark and her steering committee team for 

their commitment to planning an unforgettable event in Tupelo, Mississippi. Our association has a rich legacy, having weathered nu-

merous challenges and changes and with your continued support, there is no limit to what we can achieve.  

 

It was my pleasure to represent MSNA at the School Nutrition Industry Conference in Orlando, FL where I collaborated with stakehold-

ers nationwide and attended a presentation by our President Elect Alex Hallmark on innovative K-12 recipes. A heartfelt thank you to 

my colleagues who joined me in Washington, DC for the Legislative Action Conference. Your advocacy and professionalism are com-

mendable, and our collective efforts in advocating for increased federal reimbursement rates and the preservation of nutrition stand-

ards can make a significant impact on the future of school nutrition.  

 

As we turn our gaze toward the future, I am delighted to announce the integration of the nutrition education seminar and leadership 

seminar into a single, consolidated event — the Nutrition Industry Summit (NIS) - an idea long discussed and now realized thanks to the 

support of the executive board and members of the association. This innovative approach reflects our commitment to progress and 

responsiveness to the needs of our members. In closing, I am honored to have served as your president, and I eagerly anticipate passing 

the torch to Ms. Alex Hallmark and the 24-25 Executive Board on June 6th at the NIS. We hope you will join us! Together, let us contin-

ue to strive for excellence, embrace change, and advance the mission of the Mississippi School Nutrition Association.  

 

Warm regards,      
 

 
 

Ashley Harris, MS, RDN, SNS  
Director, Jackson County School District 
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Message from the President Elect 

Wow! What an amazing conference we had in November on 
the beautiful gulf coast. President Ashley Harris, Executive 
Secretary Armer Moore, and the entire steering committee did 
an incredible job showing our attendees that we are SURVI-
VORS! 

The year is moving fast. President Ashley Harris and I attend-
ed SNA’s School Nutrition Industry Conference in Orlando, 
FL in January. We had great speakers and dove deep into AI 
and how the use of this technology can be so useful for child 
nutrition directors.  SNIC is always an insightful conference to 
attend. Next year the conference will be held January 19-21, 
2025 in Phoenix, AZ. 

School nutrition professionals from across the country gathered in Washington, D.C. for SNA’s 
Legislative Action Conference March 3-5. U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
addressed attendees during the conference and personally met with SNA’s Executive Committee.  
He was accompanied by numerous USDA officials who provided an update on child nutrition pro-
gram regulations and participated in meetings during the conference. You can read all the details 
in President Ashley Harris’s LAC update.  

Planning for the 1st Annual Nutrition Industry Summit (NIS) is underway. Thank you to all who 
participated in the survey to help guide the education sessions. The goal of this conference agenda 
is to give our attendees something new, inspiring, and practical. Stay tuned to the MS School Nu-
trition Association social media pages for details as planning progresses. Registration is now open, 
and you can’t beat the Hollywood Casino and Resort in Bay St. Louis, MS for $89 a night!  

The 54th Annual Conference in Tupelo, MS will be here before we know it. I am excited for what 
this conference has in store for our members.  I hope you have your calendars marked for Novem-
ber 7-9, 2024. We as Child Nutrition professionals have overcome so much over the last four 
years. Now it is time to be LIMITLESS as we enter a new era together! 

 

 

With love,  Alex Hallmark, MS, RDN 

Child Nutrition Director, Desoto County School District 



 A Message from the Vice President 

  

 

Gracie’s Market: “I am my own best advocate” 

As you read that affirmation, remember your “WHY”. Your “WHY” 

should be to ensure that each child in your school district has the opportuni-

ty at a nutritious meal.  To succeed at this, you must advocate for what is 

right.  Your advocating should take place DAILY and as a UNIT.  We are 

stronger together than we are apart.  

 

In this last quarter of the school year, it is easy to become drained mentally and physically.  Use your “WHY” 

to propel forward because that is our mission.  In these last few months, I have had the opportunity to net-

work, observe and take in knowledge that I never dreamed of being able to do. Although the question of “why 

me” came often, I am reminded that those thoughts shouldn’t deter my why, my reason. 

 

The Mississippi School Nutrition Association is a UNIT that requires all “Boots on the Ground, so that no 

child is left behind”.  We have different opportunities within the association that can help us stay knowledgea-

ble within our craft. As Vice-President I encourage you to take advantage of any and everything that is offered 

by MSNA as well as SNA. 

 

Remember to always reach out when you are in doubt because no question is too big or too small. We are and 

will forever be a force in the great state of Mississippi. 

 

Appreciatively,  

Amanda N Williams,  

Asst. Child Nutrition Director—Meridian Public School District  
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President — Ashley  Harris, MS, RDN, SNS 

Pres Elect  — Alex Hallmark, MS, RDN, RN 

Vice President — Amanda Williams 

Secretary — Carolyn Barber 

Treasurer — Mark Carpenter 

Executive Secretary — Armer Moore 

 

Single Unit — Gertrude Parker 

District Director— Brittany Logue 

State Agency —  April Catchings 

College Personnel —  Dr. Alisha Campbell 

Industry Advisory — Alston Sory 

 

Region I Director I — Mike Robertson 

Region II Director — Margaret Beatty  

Region III Director — Mia Johnson 

Region IV Director — Ronda Stacker 

Regional V Director — Jessica McCovery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standing Committee/Non voting 

Communications — Brad Barlow  

Membership —  Alex Hallmark 

Nominating —  Louise McPhee 

Nutrition Standards —  Kenny Coker 

Professional Development  —  Pam Kirby 

Public Policy —  Jimmy Buchannan 

Resolutions/Bylaws —  Mary Hill 

State Director —  Scott  Clement 

Past President —  Dr. Keba Laird 

MASA Representative —  Jeremy Berry 

MS–AND Representative — Sarah Busby 

SNF State Ambassador — Christell Hicks 

MSNA 2023-2024 Executive Board 
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53rd Annual Conference & Expo—Biloxi, MS 
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January 2024: President Ashley Harris and Presi-
dent Elect Alex Hallmark attended the SNA School 
Nutrition Industry Conference (SNIC) in Orlando, 
FL. Alex Hallmark, President Elect of MSNA, was a 
part of the breakout Innovative Sessions at SNIC for 
Whole Grain Ramen Noodles “Woodles” in K-12! 
So many companies are doing great things to ensure 
school-aged children are receiving the essential nu-
trients they need! They also snuck in some time 
with Mickey after hours!  
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March 2024: MSNA LAC Visits Washington DC  

The School Nutrition Association recently held its 52nd annual Legislative Action Conference 
(LAC) March 3rd-5th in Washington D.C. where school nutrition professionals from across the 
nation voiced their requests to Congress regarding school meal programs. SNA's 2024 School Nu-
trition Trends Survey found that virtually all (99.3%) responding school meal program directors 
are challenged by increasing costs . Only 17% of program directors reported that the federal reim-
bursement rate is sufficient to cover the cost of producing a school lunch. Meanwhile, 90% of re-
spondents cited staff shortages and challenges with the availability of student-accepted foods that 
meet current sodium limits. 

Survey findings also highlighted the benefits of offering free meals to all students. School districts 
with free meal service, through state initiatives or the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP), re-
ported reduced stigma for low-income students, less unpaid meal debt and increased operational 
efficiencies. 

The conference brought in nearly 850 school nutrition professionals from around the country. 

Left to Right:  Derricka 
Thomas, Simpson 
County School District, 
Carolyn Barber, Nettle-
ton School District, 
Jimmy Buchanan, 
Copiah County School 
District, Keba Laird, 
Vicksburg/Warren 
School District, Ashley 
Harris and Jennifer 
Strickland, Jack-
son  County School 
District, Chuck Ains-
worth,  SFS Pac, 
Christell Hick, Clinton 
Public Schools, Patricia 
Allan Greenville Public 
School District and 
Amanda Williams, 
Meridian Public School 
District.  Those that 
were not included in the 
picture were: Charles 
Crawford, MS State 
Dept of Education, Alex 
Hallmark, Desoto 
County Schools and 
Corey Ainsworth, Win-
ston Industry  
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MSNA members and other attendees met with Congress to discuss these challenges and share 

SNA’s 2024 Position Paper, which offers solutions. We requested increased federal 

reimbursement, maintenance of current USDA nutrition standards and we urged Congress to 

ensure all students have equal access to free, healthy school meals. “I attended LAC to encourage 

our representatives to help us ensure all students are nourished and ready to learn,” said 

President of MSNA, Ashley Harris. "I love sharing how school nutrition programs support our 

children's health and academic success. As schools face critical long-term economic, 

procurement and regulatory challenges, we need Congress’ support to ensure the sustainability 

of these critical school meal programs.” Nearly 20 MSNA members attended the conference and 

met with members of Congress on Capitol Hill. MSNA attended Senator Wicker’s Mississippi 

Morning and met with his staff as well as staff from Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith’s office. The 

team broke into regional appointments with Representatives Mike Ezell, Michael Guest, Trent 

Kelly and Bennie Thompson. 
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Online Registration 

schoolnutrition-ms.org  

Members: $175.00 

Non-Members: $200.00 

Industry: $500.00 

 

Room Rates: 

Deluxe 2 Queen: $89/night 

Deluxe King: $89/night 

http://schoolnutrition-ms.org
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Customer Service! 

Team Customer Service Training by Meridian Commu-
nity College Personnel.  Equipping ourselves with 
 awesome Customer  Service skills for the stu-
dents of Meridian Public School District.  

 -Louise D. McPhee, Child Nutrition Director 

Greetings from the Superintendent, Dr. 
Amy Carter and Assistant Superintendent 

Dr. Ros Operton 



 
 

Taste Testing! 
Clarksdale High School in Clarksdale, MS students and staff participated in a taste testing of 
plant based protein foods. The plant based meat was used to make tacos. It was a new taste that 
some students and staff enjoyed. There were more Yay's than there were Nay's. Each person 
that tried the tacos had their choice of cheese, tomatoes, tortilla wrap, salsa, shredded slaw mix 
for that right crunch  and cucumber dip.  

Thanks to Sonny Rodriguze,  with Planetarians for asking if we would try their product. Staff 
from left to right are Angelia Wide, Clarksdale High cafeteria manager, Janice Fonzy, Sheerese 
Mitchell CHS, cafeteria staff and Wilma McIntosh, SFSA. 
 

-Wilma McIntosh, Child Nutrition Director 
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Laurel, MS: Exciting Changes in the Laurel School District Child Nutrition Menu! As we eagerly 
approach the new year, the Laurel School District Child Nutrition team has been hard at work, 
putting in extra effort to enhance the menu offerings for our students. Recently, students had the 
pleasure of trying our new Taco Pizza. The response was overwhelmingly positive. We also are de-
lighted to introduce Charcuterie Trays to our menu. The new additions will be a tasty treat and a 
unique and enjoyable dining experi-
ence. Thank you for your continued 
support, and we look forward to serv-
ing up more delightful surprises in the 
coming year! #PressOn 
#GoldenTornadoes #IncredibleForce 
#MakeItHappen 

 

The Moo Brew at Laurel High School 
was an absolute success for the Laurel 
School District Child Nutrition Team! 
Students indulged in a delightful array 
of iced coffee options, creating their 
signature coffee masterpiec-
es! Students could pick from various 
flavors, mix things up, and craft their 
preferred coffee concoctions. The crea-
tivity was brewing, and the cafeteria buzzed with excitement! Before the event wrapped up, stu-
dents cast their votes on whether the new coffee creation should join the menu. Thumbs up, 
smiles, and enthusiastic verbal approvals filled the air!  A massive shout-out to our incredible 
Child Nutrition team for orchestrating yet another fantastic school cafeteria event!  Thank you for 
making mornings at Laurel High School even more enjoyable! #PressOn #LaurelSchools 

-Sabrina P. Jones  Laurel School District 
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Sustaining Industry Members 
-Butter Ball 

-Crumbley Paper Co. 

-General Mills 

-Heartland School Systems 

-Holland Heritage Furniture 

-Hotel & Restaurant Supply 

-Ken Jeter Equipment 

-Land O Lakes 

-Linq 

-Marketing Agents South 

-Merchants Food Service 

-Mid-South Solutions 

-Nardone Brothers 

-Pilgrims/Gold Kist 

-Schwan’s 

-The Hansen Group 

-Wallin Foodservice Resources 

-Winston Industries 

-PMR 

See the MSNA Gold & Platinum Sponsorship List 
on the Back Page! 

  

When you speak with our Sponsors and Sustain-
ing industry Members, thank them for their sup-

port! 

 

If you know of an industry member who is inter-
ested in exhibiting at the next MSNA Annual Con-

ference, have them contact MSNA at 
msnaorg@gmail.com for  further information!   
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June 5-6 2024 

MSNA Industry Summit 

Hollywood Casino Resort 

Bay St. Louis, MS 

 

July 14-16, 2024 

SNA Annual National Conference 

Boston, MA 

 

November 7-9, 2024 

54th MSNA Annual Conference 

Cadence Bank Arena 

Tupelo, MS 

Upcoming Events 

 

MSNA PLATINUM-LEVEL SPONSORS: 

        

 BakeCrafters  SFSPAC     

 Gold Creek  TEMCO  

 Prairie Farms   

   

  

GOLD-LEVEL  SPONSORS:        

Associated Food  

Equipment  

SILVER-LEVEL  

SPONSORS:        

Cresco 

BRONZE-LEVEL  

SPONSORS: 

 Holland Heritage Furniture 

Family Frozen Foods 

SMCNAA 

Machado-Patano 

Schwan’s Foods 


