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Sidway Welcomes  
Tara Kowalik, R.N. 
Charlotte Sidway Elementary School’s new 
nurse, Tara Kowalik, was born and raised in 
Western New York. She earned her nursing 
degree from Niagara University in 2001 and 
has worked at ECMC and Roswell Park Cancer Institute. 
She started with the Grand Island School District on Feb. 5.

As a teenager, she met her future husband at a Grand Island 
Middle School dance through an introduction from her 
cousin. She and her husband have two daughters, both of 
whom began their education at Sidway Elementary. While 
they were still young, she was unexpectedly offered a nurs-
ing position in Maui, Hawaii. 

“We packed up all of our belongings into four suitcases, 
jumped on a plane, and had a seven-year Polynesian 
adventure,” she said. “I worked in the operating room at 
the only hospital on the whole island and was able to care 
for so many people in the community. Eventually we were 
ready to return home to our family back on Grand Island, 
and I was honored to be offered this position. In becoming 
Sidway’s school nurse, I’m able to continue doing what 
I love, working with and caring for the members of my 
community. Thank you all for welcoming me back home.”

Urging Young Girls to Set 
Education, Career Sights High
A panel of professional women who work in medical, 
tech and science fields brought a message of career 
inspiration to students during the inaugural Amelia 
Earhart Inspiring Careers in STEM presentation.

The focus of the evening session was to inspire 
young students to recognize their strengths, do their 
best, learn to seek mentors, and to consider careers in 
science, tech and medicine. Organized by Dr. Stacey 
Watt, UB Medical School anesthesiology program 
director, practicing anesthesiologist and Grand Island 
Distinguished Alumni and sponsored by the Grand 
Island ZONTA chapter, each panelist provided background about themselves 
and a few inspirational quotes for the students to consider.

In addition to Dr. Watt, speakers included Christine Schaner Tooley, 
Ph.D., UB assistant professor in biochemistry; Mary Gallo, a MD-PhD 
student at UB; Lisa Hotung, pilot; Dian Chin Kit-Wells, UB pediatric 
and community dentist and clinical assistant professor in dentistry; Rose 
Berkun, an anesthesiologist and past president New York State Society of 
Anesthesiologists and Olivia Gustafson, UB engineering student.

Veronica E. Connor Middle School teachers carried the presentation back to 
their classrooms and student work. Wishing to share the evening with  
all seventh graders, including those that could not be there, students wrote 
career essays to culminate the Family and Consumer Science career 
exploration unit.

Framing their essays around quotes from each 
panelist, students wrote about their strengths, a job 
description, courses that sound interesting to them, 
workplace facts and a pathway from the Indigo 
Project; all things they have researched and studied in 
their career exploration unit.
The motivational quotes from the panelists included:
•	 “One person can have a huge impact on others.”  

– Dr. Christine Schaner Tooley 
•	 “Showcase a strength.” – Olivia Gustafson
•	 “Dare to be a dreamer. Seek out mentors and role models. Pathways can 

move and change as interests change.” – Mary Gallo
•	 “Keep going.” - Lisa Hotung 
•	 “Do you think you are doing your best? Think of solutions to reach 

blissful heights.” – Dr. Stacey Watt

The essays were bound and shared with Dr. Watt and the panel of speakers. 
Dr. Watt saw a need in the Grand Island community and she did as Amelia 
Earhart once said, “The most effective way to do it, is to do it.” 

Tara Kowalik

Honoring 53 Years of Service
Helen Tomkinson was honored by the Grand Island Board 
of Education as she retires after 53 years with the district. 
She was a friendly face in the Charlotte Sidway Elementary 
School cafeteria who assisted thousands of young 
kindergarten and first-grade students as a cafeteria monitor. 
Hired by the Grand Island Central School District on Nov. 
29, 1966, she is pictured with Board President Ashli Dreher, 
Trustee Joy LaMarca, Vice President Susan Marston, 
Sidway Elementary School Principal Denise Dunbar, 
Trustee Lisa Pyc and Trustee Glenn Bobeck.
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Growing Green 
at GIHS
Some members of the Greenhouse 
Club at the high school show off some 
of the basil that they had grown from 
seed. They have also grown oregano, 
thyme, parsley and chives from seed 
to make herb bouquets that were 
distributed for Thanksgiving. Club 
advisors are Arron Fisher and Jeff 
Green.

Do You Have the ‘My Stop’ Bus App?
Track your child’s school bus! In Google Play or the iTunes store, 
search ‘Versatrans My Stop’ and look for the orange square icon.

My Stop is a web-based application available to all Grand Island 
Central School District parents to access live bus GPS information 
using a smartphone, tablet or computer and securely view the 
current location of their child’s bus on routes. The system also 
provides the school bus’s estimated time of arrival at your child’s 
bus stop.

Note: Currently, My Stop is available only for morning and afternoon routes that serve 
K-12 students attending Grand Island Central Schools, not field trips, activity/late buses, or 
off-island, non-public school routes.

The new MyStop tracking software is integrated with the District’s computerized bus 
routing system and the GPS devices installed on every school bus used in the Grand Island 
Central School District. A parent (guardian) can only view information related to their 
child(ren) using a secure login and password. More information about how to access your 
child’s information on the app is at grandislandschools.org/busapp.

Spring Work Finishes Up
Various exterior and interior work at Grand Island High School and Sidway Elementary, as part of the 2011 Capital Project, will be 
completed throughout the spring and into June.

At the High School, crews will pour concrete pads and sidewalks and complete work on the girls softball and boys baseball 
diamonds between April 15 and May 1. Fencing and bleachers will be installed in June. 

At Charlotte Sidway Elementary School, the parking lot will be restriped and lawn restoration will occur between April 15-May 1.

Interior work completed in February at the high school included the library classroom storefront installation, finish work for HVAC 
and electrical systems, vinyl graphics installation and final painting.

Grand Island Central School District

Problem Solving Circuitry
Fourth-graders in Mrs. Cassata’s class at Huth Road problem-solved through the different 
types of circuits in groups. These students love science!
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Kaegebein Kids 
Spread Valentine Love
Third-graders at Kaegebein Elementary 
made Valentine’s Day gift bags for 
patients at Children’s Hospital. The 
bags included valentines for the 
patients, a coloring sheet, crayons, 
a word search, some small toys, a 
bookmark, and a valentine for the 
patients to give to their families. 
Students in the classrooms of Mrs. 
Ackendorf, Mrs. Ahne, Miss Burns, 
Mrs. Kwiatkowski, Mrs. Seibert, Mr. 
Williams and Mrs. Wood decorated 
bags for all the goodies. The bags were 
delivered by Mrs. Ludwiczak, a former 
Kaegebein teacher who began the gift 
bag program and is a volunteer reader 
at the hospital.

Transforming 
Everyday Objects
Fourth-graders in Mrs. Reid’s and Mrs.
Leahy’s classes used ordinary, everyday
objects as the basis for engineering
 experiments and had fun while learning.

Grand Island Central School District

Message From Your 
Superintendent
As we look ahead to warmer days and the coming of spring, I 
would like to recognize our custodians, maintenance crew, cleaners 
and Director of Facilities for their hard work and commitment to 
taking care of our school buildings during the challenging winter 
season. The wind storm in late February and the outstanding work 
our crew did to repair roof damage is just one example of their 
exemplary work ethic.

Over the past calendar year, the school district has been actively involved in the creation 
of a five-year strategic plan. The Board of Education approved the plan and we are very 
pleased to begin working on the major goals. This plan was created using the voice and 
ideas of all constituents. It began by surveying all employees, parents, secondary students, 
graduates and members of the town’s long term planning committee. Through electronic 
surveys some 6,000 comments were sorted and commonalities and “disconnects” identified. 
These served as the basis for discussions that occurred at each of the 16 stakeholder 
workshops that followed.

The strengths, challenges and opportunities that were addressed at the workshops supported 
each stakeholder group in formulating their customized goals and strategy maps. All 
stakeholder groups identified projects, issues and undertakings that they would like to 
complete over the next five years. Stakeholder goals addressed the following key areas:

Brian Graham, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

•	 curriculum improvements

•	 student performance

•	 student well-being

•	 operational efficiencies

•	  communications improvements

•	 seamlessness between buildings

•	 capital improvements

•	 customized professional development

Embracing these, the Board and Administration defined their six goals for the District. 
These are underscored throughout this strategic plan and are the catalyst for the future. 

1.	 To steward the District toward improved services and support that foster the wellness 
and behavioral health of students.

2.	 To foster a level of academic achievement emblematic of championship school districts.

3.	 To ensure the completion of all curriculum maps while fostering expansion of the 
STEAM curriculum.

4.	 To review, revise and expand benchmark assessments as appropriate.

5.	 To make inter-building communications and practices as seamless as possible.

6.	 To continue to work with other District stakeholders to improve the District’s 
connectedness to the Grand Island and Western New York communities.

Thank you for taking the time to review this edition of the Bridge. I hope in the days 
and weeks ahead you take the time to visit our website to review the strategic plan in its 
entirety. 

Sincerely,

Brian Graham, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

Second-graders learned all about 
Valentine traditions and what it means 
to share love as they made valentines 
for Meals on Wheels recipients in Keri 
Schlageter’s art class at Kaegebein 
Elementary. 
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Message From Your BOE President
Thank you to our Grand Island School Community for supporting our 
capital project. We appreciate your willingness to support heightened 
security measures at the middle and high schools, needed repairs at 
Kaegebein and Sidway, and the multi-sport synthetic turf complex which 
will be used by our school and community sports teams.

I would like to recognize our School Related Professionals who worked 
diligently to keep our schools open and safe this winter when the weather 
was inclement. Our buildings and grounds crew made sure our parking 
lots and driveways were cleared, salted, and we were ready for students. Our transportation 
department made sure students arrived to school and home again safely, and our cleaners 
kept our hallways as dry as possible during the winter months. When you see an SRP, 
please thank them for doing a fabulous job on behalf of our students!

There were many activities during the first half of our school year: the senior luncheon 
for our high school students organized by Mrs. Briceland and Mrs. Scinta, Mrs. Dunbar’s 
Parent University at Sidway focusing on mental health, and the 50th anniversary 
celebration for Veronica E. Connor Middle School headed up by Mrs. Oursler. We enjoyed 
a spectacular performance of “Mulan” directed by Mr. Boron, Mrs. Russo, and Mrs. Duffy, 
as well as instrumental and choral concerts in each of our buildings. We were dazzled by 
student talent with our high school musical performances of “Into the Woods” which took 
so many dedicated educators to bring to the stage. Production for the musical was headed 
up by Mrs. Boutet with Mr. Allen directing the music. Mr. Gorton was technical director 
for the productions, and vocal direction was by Mrs. Mernitz. We are fortunate to have 
dedicated staff, faculty members, and administrators working in our district.

This has continued to be a productive year for the BOE. Community forums and workshops 
were held for input on the capital project, and, during our March retreat, the board reviewed 
the five-year strategic plan and developed goals to help prepare Grand Island for our role 
as a championship district. In addition to our regularly scheduled meetings, the BOE 
conducted a safety workshop. Thank you to many of our high school PTA members for 
your input regarding school security in the evening.

As May and the budget season approaches, I want to invite you to attend one of our BOE 
meetings and budget presentations. We will have two open seats on the board up for 
election on May 21. Please do not hesitate to contact me at ashlidreher@gicsd.org with any 
questions regarding board positions. Thank you for taking the time to read this issue of The 
Bridge and for being a part of our school-community.

Sincerely,

Ashli Skura Dreher 
School Board President

Heading 
Text to come...

Helping the 
Neighbors 
Foundation
Charlotte Sidway Elementary students 
raised $225 and collected more than 
300 food items for the Neighbors 
Foundation. Each star on the giving tree 
represents an item or a dollar donated 
by the students. Pictured placing stars 
on the tree are kindergarten students 
Cody Roger, Maxwell Benns, Hannah 
Hazzan, Adam Hurtado and Mara 
Gravino.

Grand Island Central School District

Six Students in 
ECMEA Concert
Six music students from Kaegebein 
Elementary School participated in 
the Erie County Music Educators’ 
Association Elementary Concert 
at Kleinhans Music Hall on March 
9. Pictured left to right, the student 
musicians are Alex Joyce, blue chorus; 
Lily Buckingham, band; Natalie 
DeCourcey, band; Kyla Wood, band; 
Talia Simone, blue chorus alternate and 
Samantha Grover, blue chorus. 

Earn Extra Money as a Substitute
TEACHERS

•	 GICSD needs per diem substitute 
teachers in all subject areas for all 
buildings.

•	 Certified rate is $95 per day. 
Non-certified rate is $75 per day.

BUS DRIVERS
•	 GICSD needs substitute bus drivers 

for part-time work.

•	 Starting rate of pay is $15 per hour. 
Apply at the Bus Garage.

Apply online at www.grandislandschools.org/substitutes.
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Catchy Tunes Introduce 
Compassion at Sidway
Singer and songwriter Glenn Colton 
helped introduce a new Sidway value to 
Sidway students. Students are learning 
about compassion. What does it mean to 
be compassionate? Thinking of others and 
their feelings was the theme for the mid-
year pep rally. The Sidway Bee helped 
Mr. Colton sing about compassion!

Helping the Sidway 
Playground Fund
First-grader Leah Peppers donated 
her savings to the Sidway Playground 
Fund. Leah returned many empty 
bottles over time and saved the money 
for the playground. She is certainly 
helping the cause!

The committee is getting closer to
achieving the goal of $145,000 thanks to
the generosity of many, including Leah! 

Grand Island Central School District

Praxair Scientists Delight with Experiments
Scientists from Praxair, Inc. captured the 
imaginations of third-graders at Huth Road 
Elementary by using liquid nitrogen to flash 
freeze a flower and other objects. The fun 
and interactive science presentation was led 
by John Budowski, Sr. Operations Manager 
and Shannon Lenze, Director of Operations 
Engineering, whose daughter, Sienna, is in 
third grade at Huth.

They shared an interactive presentation 
– complete with an explanation of how 
atmospheric gases like oxygen and 
nitrogen are used and how they relate to 
the scientific topics of photosynthesis, 
combustion and freezing. Students were 
able to see scientific experiments with 

liquid nitrogen. Some lucky students were 
even able to participate as assistants in the 
hands-on demonstrations!

Students were taught important safety 
procedures to follow while experimenting 
and then were able to watch how flowers, 
marshmallows, bananas, gummy worms, 
and pennies were flash frozen with liquid 
nitrogen. Students made predictions and 
saw their hypotheses tested. It was a great 
way to get the students interested and 
excited about science and math. 

Praxair, Inc. is a leading industrial gas 
company in North and South America and 
one of the largest worldwide. Industrial 
gases include oxygen, nitrogen, argon, 

hydrogen, carbon dioxide and other gases. 
For more than 100 years, Praxair has 
taken something as fundamental as air and 
turned it into ways to make plants operate 
cleaner and more productively, food taste 
better, breathing easier and manufacturing 
processes more efficient to make all our 
lives better. 

Reading is Fun Night for 
Kindergarten
Parents and kindergarten students enjoyed 
the story “The Jacket I Wear in the Snow” 
during the annual Reading is Fun Night. 
Families travelled to classrooms to learn 
a reading strategy. Everyone enjoyed 
cookies together as they chose a library 
book. First grade held its Reading is Fun 
Night on March 21. 
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Growing Readers Puts Books into 
Baby’s Hands
In the past year the Growing Readers book project, spearheaded by the Grand Island 
Central School district, has given 280 books to babies ages two months to 24 months. Over 
the course of two years, babies will be given a brand new book each time they have a well 
visit at Grand Island Pediatricians.

The goal of the program is to make sure that babies are getting a head start on reading in 
the first two years of their life. 

The idea, based on a similar project done in West Seneca, has wide support from the 
organizing committee that has representatives from the school district, librarians and 
community groups all raising money through fundraisers and donations to purchase the 
books. 

Through the program, a baby will get its first book at a two month visit. Pediatric well visits 
at six months, 12 months, 18 months and 24 months will also include a new book for the 
baby, as well as a library application and a milestone language sheet that outlines voice, 
speech and language milestones that babies should reach within their first two years of life.

The committee has chosen board books written by Sandra Boynton, including A-Z, 
Doggies, Opposites, Horns to Toes, Blue Hat Green Hat, Moo Baa La La La,The Going 
to Bed Book and But Not the Hippopotamus. At two months of age, the Tana Hoban book 
Black & White is given.

Bee Patrol
The Sidway Bee (aka Jennifer Mann-
Wojcik) helped award Bee Patrol 
materials to Mrs. Krupp’s first-grade 
class. Students work hard to demonstrate 
Sidway values and each week a class 
is chosen to be the Bee Patrol. The Bee 
Patrol has the responsibility and honor 
of awarding Bee Proud certificates to 
students they see demonstrating excellent 
Sidway values throughout the week.

Merry Go Round 
Playhouse Visits 
Sidway
Sidway students enjoyed the story The 
Fisherman’s Wife as it was brought to 
life by the Merry Go Round Playhouse 
Group. The theatrical group from 
Auburn, NY visits Sidway three times 
per year, sponsored by the PTA. Students 
have an opportunity to interact with the 
characters, set and story. 

Grand Island Central School District

The organizing committee includes Cheryl Cardone, director of pupil personnel services; 
Brian Graham, superintendent of schools and a member of the Grand Island Rotary Club; 
Sue Bogner, retired speech therapist; Bridgette Heintz, town of Grand Island Library 
Director; Kathryn Quigley, GI Pediatrics; Denise Dunbar, Charlotte Sidway Elementary 
principal; Maureen Roussi, prekindergarten teacher and Grand Island Teachers Association 
representative; Stephanie Pritchard, William Kaegebein librarian; Amy Boutet, community 
education coordinator and work based learning coordinator; Alicia Szyprowski, GICSD 
reading teacher; Linda Lichtenthal, School Related Professionals representative; Mary 
Cooke, Friends of the Library; Lisa Pyc, GICSD Board of Education; Beth Boron, 
Neighbors Foundation of Grand Island; Dan Flaim, Grand Island Rotary Club.

Two Open Seats on BOE
This May 21, there will be two Board of Education positions on the ballot. If you are 
interested in running, please stop by District office to pick up a petition from Jude 
Kuehne, District Clerk. Each of the board positions are three-year terms, beginning  
July 1, 2019. Petitions are to be returned no later than 5 p.m. on April 22, 2019.
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Sharing a GI Gingerbread Town 
with Missouri First-Graders
Using Google Hangouts, a group of Charlotte Sidway Elementary first-graders connected 
with first-graders in Missouri to show them some local Grand Island landmarks depicted as 
gingerbread buildings. 

The Flight Squad Visits Huth

Grand Island Central School District

Connecting with 
Authors Online at 
Kaegebein
It can be so powerful to connect students 
with authors who can inspire them to 
read more, research more and write 
more. Fourth- and fifth-grade students 
at William Kaegebein Elementary 
had the exciting opportunity to Skype 
with authors they have read through a 
collaboration between Mrs. Pritchard, 
the school librarian, and their classroom 
teachers. Fifth-graders were able to Skype 
with Rob Buyea, the award-winning 
author of “Because of Mr. Terupt”. 
The fourth-graders were able to Skype 
with Lauren Tarshis, the author of the 
popular historical fiction “I Survived” 
series. One of her books connects to the 
Revolutionary War which ties right in to 
the fourth-grade social studies curriculum. 
The students were excited to ask and have 
their questions answered live.

Huth Road Elementary students earned a visit from a very special 
basketball team that spread the word of respect for self and others, 
prioritizing education and study, and not being a bully. Through 
the building’s cookie dough fundraiser, students earned a visit from 
The Flight Squad, a premier exhibition basketball team of former 
professional athletes and Division 1 players who have played on 
teams in the USA as well as overseas.

During an all-grades assembly, the players shared positive 
motivational stories with the kids and got them involved in team 
games that exemplified never giving up. Information about Flight 
Squad can be found on flightsquadball.com.

As part of the 2018 Gingerbread STEM 
Community & Makerspace Global Project, 
Sidway students chose Fantasy Island, 
Kelly’s Country Store (complete with a  
cow in front), Tops, the Fire Station,  
St. Stephen’s Church, Adrian’s Custard 
& Beef and, of course, Charlotte Sidway 
Elementary School as their gingerbread 
landmarks. Through their research, 
Sidway students considered what services, 
attractions, landmarks or historical buildings 
best represented Grand Island. Two students from each first-grade class came to the Tinker 
Space in the library to diligently create their gingerbread landmarks with Librarian Janet 
Balk and Library Clerk Joelle Stapleton. They also discussed what they would tell the class 
from Missouri about life on Grand Island. 

The afternoon the connection was made with Ms. Cogan’s class from Liberty Public 
Schools #53, students from each class took turns describing their gingerbread town and 
asking each other questions about their real town. The Missouri students were very curious 
about what it is like to live on an island and Sidway students were happy to tell them. They 
also discussed Niagara Falls and the Gateway Arch in St. Louis as major geographical 
landmarks. Each group engaged in research on the other’s location and some of the 
characteristics unique to the area. The afternoon ended with new friendships being made. 



8	 www.grandislandschools.org

Next Generation Science Standards 
“Make” Their Way Into Sixth Grade
As a result of the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) there’s been a whirlwind of 
design and innovation at Veronica E. Connor Middle School. The NGSS standards were 
adopted by New York State in 2016 and were designed to strengthen science education in 
classrooms for all students. With a nod toward collaborative problem solving, hands on 
learning and learning through design and exploration, these standards are giving students in 
sixth grade opportunities to learn by asking questions and modeling solutions. 

The standards are couched around eight specific practices to help develop students’ 
understanding of nature, science and engineering.

1.	 Asking questions and defining problems 
2.	 Developing and using models 
3.	 Planning and carrying out investigations 
4.	 Analyzing and interpreting data
5.	 Using mathematics and computational thinking 
6.	 Constructing explanations and designing solutions 
7.	 Engaging in argument from evidence 
8.	 Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating  

information 

Each lesson starts with a phenomenon and encourages 
students to ask questions. Their questions drive the 
inquiry and they explore aspects of the phenomenon as 
they establish claims, obtain data, make observations, 
carry out investigations and build background 
knowledge to support their claims.

Some of the fantastic experiences that the sixth-graders have had as a result of these new 
standards include:

•	 Sharing and creating density columns
•	 Creating rubber band cars to explore kinetic and potential energy
•	 Harnessing thermal energy to optimize a solution to a chilly scarecrow challenge
•	 Designing 3D models of molecules
•	 Building merge cube augmented reality to display molecular movement
•	 Designing energy transfer virtual worlds

As the year progresses, students will look forward to circuitry experiences, coding 
opportunities and more 3D Design. 

With technology being ubiquitous in our society, and a future workforce that demands 
critical thinking skills paired with strong communication and social skills, our instruction 
needs to foster a deeper and different set of communication and critical thinking skills, with 
significant attention to STEM. Adopting the Next Generation Science Standards is a great 
step in working toward that end. 

STEAM Room 
Opens at Kaegebein
Bringing materials into one space so 
students could explore the topics of 
science, technology, engineering, arts 
and mathematics was a priority for the 
development of the 
STEAM room at 
William Kaegebein 
Elementary School. 
Teachers wanted a 
place where they 
could lead students 
in learning and 
allow them to use 
their creativity to 
answer questions 
and plan inquiries. 
The room had its 
official opening 
on Feb. 11 and has 
already been used 
by teachers and 
afterschool groups. 
Additionally, several 
outside groups have 
brought in programs 
for students. 
Pictured are students 
working with a 
balloon experiment, 
various engineering 
lessons with second 
graders and a fossil lesson with fifth-
graders. 

Grand Island Central School District

Makey Makey Making Electricity
Fourth-graders at William Kaegebein Elementary learned about electricity through their 
science curriculum. After researching and learning about electricity with their classroom 
teachers, students had the opportunity to put what they knew about electricity, circuits, 
conductors and insulators to the test by using a Makey Makey kit in the library with Mrs. 
Pritchard. They were challenged to work in a small group to figure out how to create a 
piano using just the kit and miscellaneous materials and then play a song as a group.



www.grandislandschools.org	 9

Artists of the Month
Annually, ten students from each of the district’s schools are chosen as the “K-12 Artist of the 
Month”. They are students who excel in many facets of the visual arts. We feature here the 
first six students honored.

September 2018: Megan Pinzel, an eighth-grader at Veronica E. Connor Middle School, is a 
meticulous and talented young artist who applies herself fully to each assignment. The quality 
of her work is exceptional and consistently displays great thought and attention to detail. She 
is a creative student who constantly works to better her ability, thinks outside the box and 
uses art as an expressive language. She is adept at manipulating artistic media to express her 
unique and individual artistic voice.

October 2018: Amanda Lawrence, a senior at Grand Island High School, is currently enrolled in 
the high school Advanced Placement class working on her college portfolio for college credit. She 
enjoys working with pencil and has a piece of her work submitted in the University of Buffalo’s
spring exhibition in March. She is currently the vice president of the high school Art Club.

November 2018: Elizabeth Frisbie, fifth-grader at William Kaegebein Elementary, was 
chosen because of her actions and attitude in the art room. Not only does Elizabeth love 
creating art and always try her hardest, she is the first to ask how she can help. Elizabeth is 
always willing to clean up supplies and help friends who are falling behind or catch up absent 
students when they return. 

December 2018: Lillian Mediak, fifth-grader at Huth Road Elementary, has been interested in 
art since prekindergarten and loves paints and clay. Her favorite art piece is a dog’s face made of 
clay. If you were to view up close one of Lilli’s clay figures or drawings, you will see many details
which makes her work stand out. Her dad and grandma are two artistic people in her family. 
She recalls a memorable trip to the Albright-Knox Art Gallery with her dad. Lilly is encouraged 
by her family and friends to continue making art. She is always drawing in her free time.

January 2018: Kinsey Dankert is a first grade student at Charlotte Sidway Elementary 
School. Kinsey is a terrific and energetic student who also shows an amazing talent and 
creativity in the visual arts. Kinsey loves to paint and is always excited to come to art. 

February 2019: Erick Wittmann, eighth-grader at Veronica E. Connor Middle School, is an 
exemplary accelerated art student, currently enrolled in Studio in Art at the middle school 
where he is earning high school credit while still in eighth grade. He puts thought and effort 
into his art as he strives to do his best and is adept in a wide variety of media. Art for Erick is 
a natural vehicle for expressing ideas and visually solving problems. He is a well-rounded and 
thoughtful young artist who constantly strives to do his best, refine his ideas and improve. His 
determination and sense of artistic quality sets a high bar in class. He pursues excellence and 
is an eager, enthusiastic learner.

VCMS Chess 
Club at the Top
Over the last three years, the Veronica 
Connor Middle School Chess Club 
has made a winning statement in 
Western New York. Since the club’s 
inception in 2016, the chess players 
have entered many tournaments 
as individual players with many 
individual and team place finishes. 

Chess Club Advisor Susan 
Szczublewski credits the club’s 
overall success to the students’ 
enthusiasm and desire to improve 
every week. Currently, the club boasts 
over 40 students.

In February, the club hosted the 
W.N.Y. Valentine’s Scholastic 
Chess Tournament with over 65 
players competing from schools 
throughout Western New York. The 
club players “cleaned house” as both 
our United States Chess Federation 
rated team and our unrated team 
took first place in both divisions. 
Special congratulations go out to our 
USCF rated team members, Tanner 
Hawley, Abi Selvakumar and John 
Paul Szczublewski, as well as our 
unrated team members, Kaden Smith, 
Jierui Jiao, Asher Wright, Mithil 
Kara, Sophia Hefley, Connor Leslie, 
Haden Garey, Matthew Burridge 
and Kaitlyn Wadman. John Paul 
Szczublewski also tied for second 
place, individually, in the USCF rated 
section, and Kaden Smith took the 
third place individual trophy in the 
unrated section. The VCMS Chess 
Club thanks Superintendent Dr. 
Brian Graham, VCMS Principal John 
Fitzpatrick, and the PTA for their 
support.

Grand Island Central School District

Teachers Practice at Sidway’s Tinker Space
Before kindergarten and first-graders can get started creating in Sidway’s Tinkerspace, the 
teachers have to practice building and creating so they know how to help their students. The 
Tinkerspace is a dedicated area in the library at Sidway with materials and equipment for students 
to explore and create through various centers. Students use the space during their weekly library 
time. The space can also be reserved by classroom teachers for their enrichment blocks. Students 
can put engineering principles to work in the centers using the Keva Planks, Legos, Magnatiles, 
and Goobi magnets. There are giant Legos called Everblocks to build structures. There’s an art 
station, painting stations, playdoh, computer center, and a robotic center with Bee Bots.
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Hour of Code at Kaegebein 
Elementary School 
Robert Kopf, a parent with two children attending Grand 
Island Schools, volunteered his time for two days to teach 
second-graders at William Kaegebein Elementary how to code 
using Hour of Code. Hour of Code is an interactive one-hour 
introduction to computer science. The students learned the basics 
of coding and they were able to code using Angry Birds. The 
Hour of Code helps to nurture problem-solving skills, logic, 
and creativity in children. The students were so excited to learn 
Hour of Code and many of them have continued to build code 
at home using the website, www.hourofcode.com. This skill 
is so important in today’s technological world. It was truly a 
memorable experience for all!

Fifth-Graders 
Enjoy French 
Lessons
Bleue, l’orange, 
le rouge, and 
le jaune were 
some of the 
vocabulary 
words that 
Grand Island 
High School 
French 
language 
students taught 
to elementary 
students. The high schoolers planned 
and taught several interactive lessons in 
January and February for fifth-graders 
at William Kaegebein Elementary 
School. As a way to capture the interest 
of the elementary students to study a 
language, the partnership also helped 
the high school students. Preparing and 
teaching material to others reinforces 
their learning and challenges them to 
present the information so new learners 
can understand. The French vocabulary 
lessons included colors, parts of the 
body, clothing, and the numbers one to 
twelve.  

Grand Island Central School District

Overall Middle School Champion at NCCC Tech Wars
A group of 48 eighth-graders put their tech 
expertise on display and earned the overall 
Middle School championship at the annual 
Tech Wars at NCCC.

The Veronica E. Connor Middle School 
group, under the guidance of technology 
teachers Michael Nucci and David 
Bowman, competed against 23 other 
schools and over 700 students.  Once again, 
VCMS was declared the overall Middle 
School champion earning 16 points. The 
next closest competitor had nine points. 

In the Mousetrap car event, the team of Paul Emmi and Joe Fatta raced to first-place overall with a distance of 109 feet. Maelee 
Roach came in a close second as her car travelled 105 feet.

In the CO2 car event, all six of the cars raced their way into the top eight slots. Eden Johnson’s car blasted down the 6-foot track in 
.914 seconds which was good for second overall. Berin Celik’s car wasn’t far behind as she brought home a third-place finish.

Shining Light on Cyanotypes
Through a collaborative lesson between Keri 
Schlageter, art teacher, and Casey Steck-Comeau’s 
fifth-grade class at William Kaegebein Elementary, 
students learned all about the science behind a 
cyanotype print also known as a sun print. UV light 
develops the sun print photo paper until their image 
appears. Students created Notans which are inspired 
by the Japanese concept of light and dark, referring 
to positive and negative space. Unfortunately, it was 
a cloudy day and there was not enough sunlight to 
develop the paper. Luckily, thanks to a generous PTA grant, we have black lights in the 
art room and the UV light from the black lights was able to develop our paper. A perfect 
example of a cross-curricular STEAM project complete with problem solving!

continued on page 12
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Spring 2019 Athletic Schedule
Please consult the Athletics web calendar for the most updated schedule.

SOFTBALL
3/26	 @ Clarence (V) (NL)	 4:15 pm
4/1	 @ RoyHart (NL)	 5:00 pm
4/3	 @ KenWest	 4:45 pm
4/5	 LewPort	 4:45 pm
4/8	 @ Niagara Falls	 4:45 pm
4/10	 Lockport	 4:45 pm
4/12	 @ No. Tonawanda	 4:45 pm 
4/15	 Niagara Wheatfield	 4:45 pm
4/17	 @ KenEast	 4:45 pm
4/18	 CSAT	 4:45 pm
4/29	 @ Starpoint (JV)(NL)	 4:45 pm
5/1	 KenWest	 4:45 pm
5/3	 @ LewPort 	 4:45 pm
5/8	 Niagara Falls	 4:45 pm
5/8	 @ Lockport	 4:45 pm
5/10	 No. Tonawanda	 4:45 pm
5/13	 @ Niagara Wheatfield	 4:45 pm
5/14	 @ Amherst (NL)	 4:45 pm
5/15	 KenEast	 4:45 pm
5/17	 @ CSAT	 4:45 pm
5/20	 Clarence (NL)	 4:45 pm
MODIFIED SOFTBALL
4/10	 @ KenWest	 4:30pm
4/12	 Niagara Falls	 4:30pm
4/16	 Niagara Wheatfield	 4:30pm
4/30	 Lockport 	 4:30pm
5/3	 @ No. Tonawamda	 4:30pm
5/7	 LewPort	 4:30pm
5/10	 @ KenEast	 4:30pm
5/14	 CSAT	 4:30 pm
5/21	 KenWest	 4:30pm
5/23	 @ Niagara Wheat	 4:30pm
5/28	 Niagara Falls	 4:30pm
5/29	 No.Tonawanda	 4:30pm
5/31	 @ LewPort	 4:30 pm
6/3	 @ CSAT	 4:30 pm
BOYS TENNIS   	
4/3	 No. Tonawanda	 4:00 pm
4/5	 @ LewPort	 4:00 pm
4/8	 @ Niagara Falls	 4:00 pm
4/10	 KenEast	 4:00 pm
4/12	 @ Niagara Wheat	 4:00 pm
4/15	 Lockport	 4:00 pm
4/17	 KenWest	 4:00 pm
4/29	 LewPort	 4:00 pm
5/1	 @ Niagara Wheat	 4:00 pm
5/3	 Niagara Falls	 4:00 pm
5/6	 @ KenEast	 4:00 pm
5/8	 Niagara Wheat	 4:00 pm
5/10	 @ No. Tonawanda	 4:00 pm
5/13	 @ Lockport	 4:00 pm
5/15-16	 NFL Doubles Qualifier	 4:00 pm
5/20-24	 Section VI Championships
BASEBALL
3/27	 @ Will North (JV) (NL)	 4:30 pm
3/28	 @ Will North (V) (NL)	 4:00 pm
3/29	 @ Sweet Home (NL) 	 4:30 pm
4/3 	 KenWest	 4:45 pm
4/5	 @ LewPort	 4:45 pm
4/8	 Niagara Falls	 4:45 pm
4/10	 @ Lockport	 4:45 pm
4/12	 No. Tonawanda	 4:45 pm
4/15	 @ Niagara Wheat	 4:45 pm
4/17	 KenEast	 4:45 pm
4/18	 @ CSAT	 4:45 pm
5/1	 @ KenWest	 4:45 pm
5/2	 @ Amherst (NL)	 4:45 pm
5/3	 LewPort	 4:45 pm

5/6	 @ Niagara Falls	 4:45 pm
5/8	 Lockport     	 4:45 pm
5/10	 @ No. Tonawanda	 4:45 pm 
5/13	 Niagara Wheat	 4:45 pm
5/15	 @ KenEast	 4:45 pm
5/17 	 CSAT	 4:45 pm
MODIFIED BASEBALL   	
4/10	 KenWest	 4:30pm
4/12	 @ Niagara Falls	 4:30pm
4/16	 @ Niagara Wheat	 4:30 pm
4/30	 @ Lockport	 4:30 pm
5/2	 No. Tonawanda	 4:30 pm
5/7	 @ LewPort	 4:30pm
5/10	 KenEast	 4:30pm
5/14	 @ CSAT	 4:30pm
5/21 	 @ KenWest	 4:30pm
5/24	 Niagara Wheat	 4:30pm
5/28	 @ Niagara Falls	 4:30 pm
5/29	 @ No. Tonawanda	 4:30 pm
5/31	 LewPort	 4:30pm
6/3	 CSAT	 4:30 pm
TRACK & FIELD
4/11	 Lockport	 4:30 pm
4/30	 LewPort	 4:30 pm
5/2	 KenEast	 4:30 pm
5/7	 @ No. Tonawanda	 4:30 pm
5/14	 @ Niagara Wheat	 4:30 pm
5/20	 JV NFL Championship @ Lockport
5/22-23	 NFL Championships @ LewPort
UNIFIED BASKETBALL
5/1	 @ Iroquois	 4:30 pm
5/6	 @ Olmsted	 5:00 pm
5/9	 Cheektowaga	 5:00 pm
5/13	 W.Seneca West	 5:00 pm
5/15	 Iroquois	 5:00 pm
5/17	 Akron	 5:00 pm
5/20	 @ Pioneer	 5:00 pm
5/23	 @ Starpoint	 5:00 pm
GIRLS LACROSSE - VARSITY 
3/14	 Frontier/Clarence (sc)	 5:00 pm
3/18	 W.Seneca West (sc)	 5:00 pm
3/22	 Clarence	 5:00 pm
3/26	 Gowanda	 5:15 pm
3/28	 Will East	 5:00 pm
4/2	 @ Sweet Home	 4:45 pm
4/9	 Will South	 5:00 pm
4/11	 @ W.Seneca East	 7:00 pm
4/16	 Iroquois	 5:00 pm
4/30	 @ Amherst	 5:30 pm
5/2	 Lakeshore	 5:00 pm
5/3	 @ Orchard Park	 5:00 pm
5/7	 @ LewPort	 4:45 pm
5/9	 East Aurora	 5:00 pm
5/10	 Salamanca	 5:30 pm
5/13	 @ Niagara Wheat	 4:45 pm
5/14	 @ Springville	 5:15 pm
5/16	 Eden	 7:00 pm
GIRLS LACROSSE – JUNIOR VARSITY
3/27	 W.Seneca East	 5:00 pm
3/28	 Will East	 5:00 pm
4/2	 @ Sweet Home	 4:45 pm
4/6	 Frontier	 12:00 pm
4/9	 Will South	 5:00 pm
4/11	 @ W.Seneca East	 5:00 pm
4/16	 Iroquois	 5:00 pm
4/30	 @ Amherst	 5:00 pm
5/1	 Lakeshore	 5:00 pm
5/3	 @ Orchard Park	 5:00 pm

5/7	 @Will North	 5:00 pm
5/9	 @Amherst	 5:00 pm
5/6	 @ Frontier	 5:00 pm
5/9	 East Aurora	 5:00 pm
5/13	 @ Niagara Wheat	 4:45 pm
5/14	 @ Springville	 5:15 pm
5/16	 Eden	 5:15pm
MODIFIED GIRLS LACROSSE
4/15	 Will South	 5:00 pm
4/29	 Hamburg	 5:00 pm
4/30	 @ Will South	 5:00 pm
5/4	 Niagara Wheat	 11:00 am
5/6	 Will East	 5:00 pm
5/8	 @ Sweet Home	 5:00 pm
5/9	 W.Seneca West	 4:30 pm
5/13	 Sweet Home	 5:00 pm
5/14	 Niagara Wheatfield	 5:00 pm
5/16	 @ Hamburg	 5:00 pm
5/20	 @ Niagara Wheat	 5:00 pm
5/22	 W.Seneca West	 5:00 pm
5/23	 @ Will East (Mill MS)	 10:00 am
BOYS LACROSSE - VARSITY 
3/15	 West Seneca West (sc)	 4:30 pm
3/19	 @ Sweet Home	 5:00 pm
3/22	 Will South	 7:00 pm
3/27	 @ East Aurora	 7:00 pm
3/29	 Club Kenmore	 5:00 pm
4/1	 Niagara Wheat	 5:00 pm
4/3	 W.Seneca East	 5:00 pm
4/5	 @ Lakeshore	 5:00 pm
4/8	 Gowanda	 5:00 pm
4/12	 @ LewPort	 5:00 pm
4/17	 @ W.Seneca East	 7:00 pm
5/1	 @ Iroquois	 5:00 pm
5/3	 Depew	 7:00 pm
5/8	 Will North	 7:00 pm
5/10	 East Aurora	 5:45 pm
5/13	 Eden 	 5:00 pm
5/15	 Amherst	 5:00 pm
BOYS LACROSSE – JUNIOR VARSITY 
3/15	 W.Seneca West (sc)	 4:30 pm
3/19	 Sweet Home (NL)	 5:00 pm
3/22	 @ Will South	 5:00 pm
3/27	 East Aurora	 5:45 pm
3/29	 @ St. Joe’s	 5:00 pm
4/1	 @ Niagara Wheat (NL)	 5:00 pm
4/3	 @ W.Seneca East	 5:00 pm
4/5	 Lakeshore	 5:00 pm
4/8	 @ Gowanda (NL)	 5:00 pm
4/12	 LewPort	 5:00 pm
4/17	 W.Seneca East	 5:00 pm
5/1	 Iroquois	 5:00 pm
5/3	 St. Joe’s	 5:00 pm
5/8	 @ Will North (NL)	 5:00 pm
5/10	 @ East Aurora	 5:00 pm
5/13	 @ Eden (NL)	 5:00 pm
5/15	 @ Amherst	 5:30 pm
MODIFIED BOYS LACROSSE
4/1 	 Clarence	 5:00 pm
4/3	 Nichols	 5:00 pm
4/8 	 Niagara Wheat	 5:00 pm
4/15	 Wilson	 5:30 pm
4/17	 Will East	 5:00 pm
5/1	 @ City Honors	 5:30 pm
5/6	 Medina	 5:00 pm
5/8	 @ Hamburg	 5:00 pm
5/13	 Will North	 5:00 pm
5/15	 @ Will South	 5:00 pm
5/20 	 @ Lockport	 5:00 pm
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Overall Middle 
School Champion 
at NCCC Tech Wars
continued from page 10

Pre K and Kindergarten Registration
Registration has opened for the Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) Program within the Grand 
Island School District which runs two UPK sites. The Charlotte Sidway Elementary School 
location runs a morning and afternoon session. The Kiddo’s Korner Preschool, 2728 Stony Point 
Road, will provide an afternoon session as our community-based provider. To be eligible for 
the UPK program a child must be four years of age on or before December 1, 2019 and a Grand 
Island resident. PreK registration appointments must be made in advance and began March 1, 
2019.  Please call 773-8800 extension “O” to schedule a PreK registration appointment. The 
application deadline is Friday, May 17, 2019. The last appointment to register on this date will 
be 2 p.m. At your appointment, you will receive the UPK Provider Choice Lottery Form.

Kindergarten registration is ongoing for the 2019-2020 school year. If you have a child turning 
five years of age on or before December 1, 2019 and you have NOT been contacted by the 
district, please call the District Office at 773-8800 so that your child can be registered.

To register for PreK or kindergarten, you must complete the GICSD Enrollment packet. All 
information about the programs, the central registration process and the enrollment packet is 
online at grandislandschools.org/register.

The combined HS/MS Bridge 
event boasted the largest field of 
98 competitors. Kelsie Greene 
and Amanda Gula built their way 
to number three on the podium. 
They were the number one Middle 
School competitor, beaten only by 
two high school groups.

In the On-Site Engineering 
competition, students do not find 
out the problem they have to solve 
until they arrive on location. There 
were 17 entries in the event and 
VCMS students Phillip Lepine and 
Matthew Rebmann took second 
overall. Out of the 17 groups, 14 
of them were high school students. 

Sidway’s 100 Days of School


