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Milton dominant in
tennis action.
See page 12.

Watsontown alumni
gather for reunion.
See page 2.

Today: 75o | 51o

“No matter what accom-
plishments you make,
somebody helps you.”—
Althea Gibson, American
tennis champion (born
this date in 1927, died
2003).
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West Chillisquaque concerned 
about coverage
BY MATT FARRAND
Staff writer

LEWISBURG — Representatives of four municipalities began dis-
cussing an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) draft Thursday night. If
approved by participants, it would reorganize the William Cameron En-
gine Company (WCEC) into a new entity funded on a per capita basis.

Municipalities were represented by Matt Schumacher of East Buffa-
lo Township, Elvyn Stoltzfus and David Hassenplug of Kelly Town-
ship, Dan Dietrich of Buffalo Township and Ed Cox of Lewisburg Bor-
ough.

Jamie Blount, WCEC chief, Deb Catherman, secretary and others
were also present for the Municipal and Community Advisory Com-
mittee (MACAC) meeting.

Schumacher chaired the meeting.

High schoolers lag in compliance
BY MATT FARRAND
Staff writer

LEWISBURG — The start of the new school year was also the start
of a new immunization policy. The Pennsylvania Department of
Health announced in April that the time frame for students to be fully
vaccinated would be reduced from eight months to five days, and
school districts have had to fall in line.

Lewisburg Area School District Superintendent Dr. Steven Skalka
noted to school directors Thursday night that while students from
kindergarten to grade 8 are largely in compliance, students in grades 9
through 12 are lagging.

Area districts receive 
supplies
BY KEVIN MERTZ

Staff writer

MILTON — As a group of fifth-grade stu-

dents at Baugher Elementary School helped to
remove several boxes from the back of a lim-
ousine bus on Thursday morning, they joked
that it was worth missing gym class to help
with the task they had been given.

BY KEVIN MERTZ

Staff writer

SUNBURY — As she held her
5-month-old daughter Lillyanna in
her arms, 19-year-old Gabby Mc-
Coy spoke passionately about how
she has matured since she started
living at Pinnacle Place six months
ago.

McCoy was still in high school
when her daughter was born.

“It was very difficult to do high
school as soon as I had my child,”
she said. “At one point, I wanted to
give up.”

Since starting to live at Pinnacle
Place — a home operated through
the Central Susquehanna Interme-
diate Unit (CSIU) that helps single,
young mothers get back on their
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Fifth-grade students at Baugher Elementary School who helped to carry back-to-school supplies col-
lected by Pinpoint Federal Credit Union into the school included, front and from left, Alex Bennett and
Quacey Wilt. And rear, Matthew Webb, Caige Koch, Owen Riegel and Izayah Minium. 
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With Gabby McCoy looking on, Pinnacle Place Director Kim
Eroh-Diefenderfer played with McCoy’s 5-month-old daughter
Lillyanna. An online campaign is underway in an effort for Pin-
nacle Place to receive $25,000 in funding through the State
Farm Neighborhood Assist program.
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In addition to visiting the
school in Milton, the bus from
Susquehanna Valley Limou-
sine made stops at Turbotville
Elementary School, and ele-
mentary schools in the Shikel-
lamy and Mount Carmel
school districts, delivering
back-to-school supplies do-
nated through Pinpoint Feder-
al Credit Union’s annual Stuff
The Bus project.

Paulette McGinnis, a mem-
ber service representative with
the credit union, said this
marked the ninth year the
credit union partnered with
other area businesses to col-
lect back-to-school supplies.

In its first year, the project
collected items for distribu-
tion to elementary students in
need in the Milton Area
School District. Several years
ago, McGinnis said the pro-
gram expanded to serve the
Warrior Run and Shikellamy
school districts. This year,
Mount Carmel was added.

Everything from pens and
pencils to notebooks and
backpacks were collected over
several weeks.

In total, McGinnis said the
credit union partnered with
nearly 20 other area business-
es where the donations were
dropped off. Over 5,000 items

were collected.
“This is our opportunity to

give back to the community,”
McGinnis said. “It gives us a
chance to be more active in
the community.”

On the opening day of class-
es in the Milton Area School
District, elementary Guidance
Counselor Elizabeth Anderson
said the district was thankful
to receive the items.

“It’s such an outstanding
gift for the school to have a
caring community to help in
this way,” she said. “We have
some students who have no
school supplies at home. It’s a
big help to be able to put some
things in their backpacks.”

Like in the Milton district,
McGinnis said she heard from
representatives of other dis-
tricts served by the program
who said there are students
who have no school supplies
of their own.

She also expressed thanks to
the businesses which served as
drop-off locations for the do-
nations.

“There are so many busi-
nesses that really push this,”
McGinnis said. “Without our
business partners, we couldn’t
fulfill our obligation to the el-
ementary schools.”

In addition to the credit

union, businesses to serve as
drop-off locations for the pro-
gram included: Re/Max West
Branch, Cole’s Hardware, The
Coup Agency, Front Street
Motors, Sunbury Broadcast-
ing, Pennsylvania CareerLink,
Susquehanna Fire Equipment
Company, Mid-Atlantic
Health Care, Rent-A-Center,
Sunbury Motor Company, The
First National Bank of Wat-
sontown, The Central PA
Chamber of Commerce,
Phoenix Rehabilitation, Ther-
apy Salon and Spa, Karen
Bottorf State Farm, Gleghorn
and Smith, Rene’s Barbershop
and Beauty Parlor and
Mirella’s Fine Cakes and Pas-
tries.

McGinnis said the credit
union’s involvement in the lo-
cal schools isn’t limited to the
Stuff The Bus project.

“We are excited that we will
be doing our first Financial
Reality Fair,” McGinnis said.

The program will be offered
Oct. 11 to Warrior Run High
School juniors and seniors.

The fair will be an interac-
tive game, where McGinnis
said students will be given a
budget, and will be faced with
various spending options.

When the game ends, stu-
dents will visit with financial
counselors who will review
how their money was spent.

“We show (students) how to
live within their means… how
to make good choices,”
McGinnis said.

Financial contributions to
support the Stuff The Bus pro-
gram are still be accepted and
can be sent to Pinpoint FCU,
Attn.: Stuff The Bus, 603 Cen-
ter St., Milton PA 17847.

Funds received will be used
to purchase additional back-
to-school supplies, which will
be divided among the schools
served by the program.

Staff writer Kevin Mertz can
be reached at 570-742-9671
or email kevin@standard-
journal.com.
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feet — McCoy has completed her high school education, landed a full-
time job in daycare and has her sights set on the future.

“Before I leave Pinnacle Place, I am hoping they can help me find some
colleges to apply to,” McCoy said.

She would like to further her education so she can either work in child-
care or with teenage mothers.

Director Kim Eroh-Diefenderfer said Pinnacle Place first opened a
home in 2013 in Coal Township after receiving a Runaway and Homeless
Youth Programs grant from the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices.

Under the terms of the grant, Eroh-Diefenderfer said Pinnacle Place is
receiving $200,000 per year for a five-year period.

“We serve four moms at a time,” Eroh-Diefenderfer said, while de-
scribing Pinnacle Place. “Each mom can have up to two children.”

The mothers must also be between the ages of 18 and 22, and can stay
at the home for up to 18 months.

“Over that period of time, we work with the moms on planning ahead
and (career) development,” Eroh-Diefenderfer said. “We connect them
with all of the services in the community that can help them.”

The women are required to search for gainful employment and help
with chores around the house.

“We help them get housing,” Eroh-Diefenderfer said, adding that a rep-
resentative from the program continues to follow up with the women for
one year after they leave the home.

In April, Pinnacle Place relocated from Coal Township to Sunbury.
“We moved because it’s a larger home and closer to so many services,”

Eroh-Diefenderfer said. “It has also reduced our transportation costs.”
As part of the program, the women are transported to their places of em-

ployment.
With Pinnacle Place being in the final year of the five-year grant, Eroh-

Diefenderfer said CSIU is being proactive about pursuing additional fund-
ing opportunities.

The program will be applying for a renewal in the grant, however due
to the funding cycle Eroh-Diefenderfer said there will be a five-month
lapse in funding.

To help cover that lapse, Pinnacle Place has applied for a $25,000 grant
from the State Farm Neighborhood Assist grant.

Eroh-Diefenderfer said 2,000 organizations applied for the grant. Two-
hundred were accepted to be considered through an online voting process.

Of the 200, Eroh-Diefenderfer said the top-40 vote getters by the end of
the day Saturday will receive funding. As of Thursday, Pinnacle Place was
ranked 45th.

Eroh-Diefenderfer is encouraging everyone to go to www.neighbor-
hoodassist.com by Saturday and vote for Pinnacle Place.

In the event that Pinnacle Place doesn’t make the top 40, Eroh-Diefend-
erfer said other funding options are being explored to carry the home for-
ward until it can seek more government grant money.

“We get donations, that helps us a whole lot,” she said. “We are also very
frugal.”

Eroh-Diefenderfer added that those who work at Pinnacle Place are
moved to see the progress the mothers make after coming to stay at the
home.

“I have come a long way over the last six months,” McCoy said. “I have
bettered myself… I am more responsible.”

Both she and Eroh-Diefenderfer said when a new woman moves into
the home, those who have been there for a number of months tend to of-
fer moral support.

“I love to help people,” McCoy said. “Before I came here, I couldn’t
have said that… When I came here, my attitude about everything
changed.”

Eroh-Diefenderfer said there is a waiting list of woman looking to stay
at the home and take advantage of its programming. Women are selected
based on an application process and their needs.

Since the first home opened in Coal Township, 22 women have been
served by the program.

Donations to support Pinnacle Place are accepted and can be arranged
by contacting Leigh Aikey at CSIU, 570-523-1155 ext. 2310.

Staff writer Kevin Mertz can be reached at 570-742-9671 or email
kevin@standard-journal.com.

LEWISBURG — Lewisburg Downtown Partnership’s Final
Fun Friday runs 5 to 8 tonight with the theme “Dog Days of Sum-
mer”.

Visitors are encouraged to bring their dogs for a walk around
the downtown area and donation bins will be located throughout
downtown to help area no-kill shelters.

Additionally, pet rescues and vendors will be available to an-
swer any questions.

Final Fun Fridays run 5-8 p.m. the final Friday of each month
in downtown Lewisburg through December.
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Friday features 
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Gabby McCoy and her 5-month-old daughter Lillyanna have
been staying at the Central Susquehanna Intermediate Unit’s
(CSIU) Pinnacle Place for five months. McCoy, who is 19, has
seen her maturity grow through her involvement in the program.
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Pinpoint Federal Credit Union delivered back-to-school supplies Thursday collected through the
Stuff The Bus campaign. Here, Matthew Webb, a fifth-grade student at Baugher Elementary
School, helped to carry supplies into his school.


