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Judges reject tossing map right away
Federal court to weigh in on redistricting
By Mark Scolforo
The Associated Press

HARRISBURG - A new 
congressional map in Pennsylva­
nia on Friday survived a request 
from eight of the state’s Repub­
lican congressmen that federal 
judges throw it out immediately,

but the case remained far from 
settled days before candidates 
will start collecting signatures to 
get on the primary ballot.

Hours after they were ap­
pointed to the case, a three-judge 
panel declined to temporarily 
hold up implementation of the 
map put in place by the state Su­

preme Court on Monday. The 
new map substantially overhauls 
a GOP-drawn one that has helped 
produce a predominantly Repub­
lican delegation and was widely 
viewed as among the nation’s 
most gerrymandered.

The three federal judges laid 
out a schedule for the parties to

elaborate on their legal positions, 
including a March 9 hearing in 
Harrisburg.

Congressional candidates in 
Pennsylvania are scheduled to 
start collecting signatures Tues­
day to get their names on the 
primary ballot.

The GOP congressmen and 
two Republican state senators 
sued two high-ranking state elec­

tions official on Thursday, asking 
the federal court to require the 
use of a Republican-drawn 2011 
congressional district map for 
this year’s primary and general 
elections.

They argue the map the state 
justices produced is biased in fa­
vor of Democrats, and the state 
court did not give state lawmak­
ers sufficient time to produce a

replacement map.
A lawyer for Democratic Gov. 

Tom Wolf wrote the court Fri­
day on behalf of the elections 
officials, noting that two other 
Republican leaders in the Leg­
islature have a request for a stay 
of the new map pending before 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

See MAP, Page A3

STEM EXPLORATION

Teens test their skills at 
regional competition

Marcia Moore/The Daily Item

Midd-West High School students work at Friday’s STEM competition in Montandon, From left 
to right are Cole Sauer, Chloe Lantz, Keenan Dietz and Dominick Abate.

Midd-West group moving on to state contest
I T ' S  N I C E  T O  S E E  T H E M  W O R K I N G  S O  W E L L  T O G E T H E R  I N  A  S E T  
T I M E  F R A M E . "

— Matt Dietz, Midd-West STEM advisor

By Marcia Moore
The Daily Item

MONTANDON - Midd-West 
High School students are headed to 
the state STEM (Science, Technol­
ogy, Engineering and Mathemat­
ics) competition in May after taking 
the top spot in a regional showdown 
Friday at the Central Susquehanna 
Intermediate Unit.

Four high school teams, Midd- 
West, Sunbury Christian Academy, 
Central Columbia High School and 
members of the Bloomsburg Univer­
sity Magnet Program, competed for a

chance to go to the state finals in the 
spring. Two other schools, Lewisburg 
and Line Mountain, were unable to 
attend the competition 

Midd-West STEM advisor Matt 
Dietz said students Chloe Lantz, 
Dominick Abate, Cole Sauer and his 
son, Keenan Dietz, were “stirred up” 
from last fall’s win at the Bloomsburg 
Fair that netted the team a $10,000 
prize for first place.

“It’s nice to see them work so well 
together in a set time frame. As a 
father, it’s an extra bonus,” he said.

For months, all of the student com­
petitors have been working to design 
and build a prototype of a device able 
to perform a series of practical tasks 
and provide a solution to a commu­
nity problem or improve the lives of 
Pennsylvanians.

See SKILLS, PageA2

Agency: Flood 
watch in effect 
for Valley due 
to heavy rain
By Rick Dandes
The Daily Item

TODAY

The National Weather Ser­
vice on Friday issued a flood 
watch, in effect until Sunday 
night, for most of central 
Pennsylvania, including all 
four Valley counties.

The flood watch included 
the following counties: Ad­
ams, Columbia, Cumber­
land, Dauphin, Franklin, 
Juniata, Lancaster, Lebanon, 
Mifflin, Montour, Lycom­
ing, Northumberland, Perry, 
Schuylkill, Snyder, Sullivan, 
Tioga, Union, and York, said 
meteorologist Craig Evanego.

See WATCH, Page A2

Rain, milder; fog in the a.m.

TOMORROW

Periods of rain, mainly early

MONDAY

Mild with sun, some clouds

SOURCE: ACCUWEATHER

Muslim, Jewish 
communities 
celebrate unity
Dinner encourages students 
to learn about cultures, beliefs
By Rick Dandes
The Daily Item

LEWISBURG - Buck- 
nell’s Jewish and Muslim 
students came together Fri­
day night in a show of unity at 
the University’s second annual 
solidarity dinner.

Manning Martus, presi­
dent of Hillel, a Jewish cam­
pus organization, added that

there has been the impression 
among some students on cam­
pus that Muslims and Jews 
“weren’t necessarily getting 
along. It’s nice to have this 
event to show that we are here 
altogether and we can enjoy 
each other’s company and 
learn more about each other’s 
religion.”

See UNITY, Page A2
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STOCK WATCH
Close Chg. The Home Depot, Inc. 188.35 2.88

ACADIA Pharmaceuticals Inc. 31.52 1.28 Intel Corporation 47.73 1.93
American Electric Power Co. 67.37 1.69 International Paper Company 59.5 1.19
Alliant Energy Corporation 39.42 0.82 International Speedway Corp. 45.7 0.50
Altaba (Yahoo) 77.76 2.24 Johnson Controls Inc. 38.82 0.84
Apache Corp. 36.13 1.28 Juniata Valley Financial Corp. 19.8 0.00
Apple Inc. 175.5 3.00 Kraft Heinz Company 69.02 1.38
AT&T, Inc. 36.72 0.25 Eli Lilly and Company 78.75 1.56
Avon Products Inc. 2.78 0.01 La-Z-Boy Incorporated 32.2 1.10
Bank of America Corp. 32.03 0.34 LendingTree, Inc. 339.45 -1.60
Best Buy Co., Inc. 73.17 1.88 Masco Corporation 43.02 0.44
The Boeing Company 356.66 0.74 Altria Group, Inc. 64.59 1.25
Cardinal Health, Inc. 69.31 1.48 MetLife, Inc. 47.47 0.84
Caterpillar Inc. 162.41 3.55 Microsoft Corporation 94.06 2.33
Cracker Barrel Old Country Str. 161.35 1.50 NIKE, Inc. 68.16 1.03
Coca-Cola Enterprises, Inc. 38.76 0.86 Norfolk Southern Corporation 142.62 1.14
CooperTire & Rubber Co. 32.85 -0.10 Northrop Grumman Corp. 351.51 2.88
CSX Corp. 55.84 0.85 Pepsico, Inc. 109.68 0.42
Dominion Resources, Inc. 75.52 1.94 Pitney Bowes Inc. 12.64 0.36
Deere & Company 166.24 2.08 PNC Financial Services Group 160.09 2.49
Duke Energy Corporation 77.22 1.68 The Procter & Gamble Company 81.05 0.21
DowDuPont Inc. 73.26 1.33 Prudential Financial, Inc. 108.98 1.19
Edison International 62.17 2.43 Rite Aid Corporation 2.09 -0.04
Exelon Corporation 38.24 1.00 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. 130.2 0.60
Ford Motor Co. 10.7 0.07 Southern Company 44.07 1.05
FirstEnergy Corp. 33.8 0.88 Starbucks Corporation 56.14 0.74
Frontier Communications Corp . 9.1 1.04 Thor Industries Inc. 125 1.59
General Dynamics Corporation 221 0.86 Textron Inc. 59.28 -0.24
General Electric Company 14.49 -0.01 UGI Corporation 44.15 0.98
General Mills, Inc. 52.98 -1.97 Union Pacific Corporation 134.97 1.37
General Motors Company 40.91 0.00 United Parcel Service, Inc. 105.61 0.53
Alphabet Inc. 1126.79 20.16 Verizon Communications Inc. 48.29 0.42
Harley-Davidson, Inc. 46.61 -0.06 The Walt Disney Company 107.25 2.01
Harsco Corporation 20.1 0.50 Wells Fargo & Company 59.17 0.36
Hawaiian Electric Industries Inc. 33.8 0.65 Weyerhaeuser Co. 35.4 0.54
HCP, Inc. 22.36 0.47 Williams Companies, Inc. 28.74 0.18
The Hershey Company 96.95 -0.12 YRC Worldwide Inc. 9.36 -0.16
HP Inc. 22.13 0.74 Xerox Corporation 30.87 0.64

LOCAL STOCKS
Close Chg. Merck & Co. Inc. 54.87 0.30

Aqua America Inc. 35 0.95 M&T Bank Corporation 193.51 4.01
BB&T Corporation 55.36 1.04 Penns Woods Bancorp Inc. 41.48 0.20
Bon-Ton Stores Inc. 0.091 -0.06 Pfizer Inc. 36.26 0.52
Chesapeake Energy Corp. 3.2 0.00 PPL Corporation 30.34 0.82
Community Health Systems 5.8 -0.36 Sears Holdings Corporation 2.43 0.10
ConAgra Brands, Inc 36.28 0.34 Sunoco LP 30.49 0.30
Energy Transfer Equity, L.P. 16.7 0.03 Susquehanna Community Fin. 24 0.00
F.N.B. Corporation 14.52 0.24 Target Corp. 75.41 0.38
Fulton Financial Corporation 18.85 0.40 Wal-Mart Stores Inc. 92.89 0.12
J. C. Penney Company, Inc. 4.06 0.12 Weis Markets, Inc. 38.18 0.06
Lowe's Companies, Inc. 97.49 0.60 Windstream Holdings, Inc. 1.57 0.27
Mid Penn Bancorp Inc. 31.7 -0.55

Local

Agency: Flood watch in effect for Valley
WATCH, from Page A1

Two periods of rain, on Fri­
day and again today into Sun­
day, will increase the threat of 
flooding across the region.

As of 7 p.m. Friday, the 
Susquehanna River was 12.87 
ft. at Danville. By Monday 7 
a.m. it is expected to be 15.1 ft., 
according to the NWS. Flood 
level at Danville is 20 ft.

The river at Lewisburg, 7

p.m. was 10.66 ft and is ex­
pected to rise to 15.8 ft. by 7 
a.m. Monday. The flood level 
is 18 ft.

At Milton, the river was 10.47 
ft. at 7 p.m. Friday and the NWS 
said it would rise to 16.2 ft. by 
Monday morning. The flood 
level is 19 ft.

And the river was 16.47 ft. 
deep at p.m. Friday at Sunbury 
and Selinsgrove. The waters 
are expected to rise to 20 ft. by

Monday morning. Flood level 
is 24 ft.

Evanego said recent rain and 
melting snow have increased 
stream and river levels to what 
NWS calls “caution” stage.

“Waters will continue to rise 
even on Monday but fall just 
short of flood stage, added Alli­
son Hoegg, a meteorologist with 
AccuWeather, in State College.

“We do, however, think 
creeks and streams could over­

flow during this period,” she 
said.

A particularly critical time 
will be tonight, overnight, into 
Sunday, Hoegg said. “Rain 
will be steady, about an inch 
total, but that’s enough to affect 
streams and creeks in the area.”

■ Email comments to 
rdandes@dailyitem. com. 
Follow Dandes on Twitter 
@rdandes.

Muslim, Jewish communities celebrate unity
UNITY, from Page A1

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item
Omar El-Etr, left, Brother Mouhamadou Diagne, 
Ozzie, and Ikmal Azman, greet each other before the 
start of Friday’s Jewish-Muslim Solidarity Dinner at 
Bucknell University.

lain for the Muslim community.
Having a shared event like 

this is important, Diagne said 
“because there are a lot of com­
monly shared experiences, to 
both Muslims and Jews that 
naturally warrants solidarity. 
Our faiths are not that different 
in my opinion. We value a lot 
of similar things. I also think 
this is a time when we need to 
display a united front.”

There are groups around 
the country that have formed 
a practice of having Jews and 
Muslims pray together publi- 
cally, to actually show that this 
is possible, Glazer added.

Before the formal dinner, 
there was a Jewish Sabbath 
prayer service, followed im­
mediately by a Muslim Maghrib 
prayer service.

MUTUAL FUNDS
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Mifflinburg, PA 
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Close Chg. Fidelity Magellan 110.34 1.71
Thrivent Opportunity Income Plus A 10.16 0 Fidelity Puritan 23.95 0.26
Thrivent Large Cap Stock A 28.06 0.36 Franklin US Govt Secs A 5.95 0.01
Thrivent Municipal Bond A 11.15 0 ClearBridge Value C 80.04 1.16
Thrivent Small Cap Stock A 21.75 0.23 Thrivent High Yield A 4.78 0
American Funds AMCAPA 33.39 0.47 Thrivent Income A 9 0.02
American Funds Capital Wrld A 53.06 0.68 Neuberger Berman Focus Inv 27.52 0.44
American Funds Grwth Fund A 52.73 0.8 Neuberger Berman Genesis Tr 58.47 0.74
Delaware Tax-Free PA A 7.96 0 Putnam American Govern. Inc A 8.36 0.02
Delaware Foundation Mod A 11.69 0.09 Putnam US Govt Income A 12.54 0.02
Dreyfus Appreciation Investor 36.91 0.62 VanEck Intern. Investors Gold A 8.77 0.11
Dreyfus Fund Incorporated 11.96 0.18 Invesco Equity and Income A 11.11 0.12
Dreyfus Basic S&P 500 Stock 55.11 0.87 Vanguard 500 IndexInv 254.29 4.03
Fidelity Intermediate Bond 10.62 0.01 Vanguard Wellesley Income Inv 26.52 0.21

Dow Jones Industrials
High: 25,313.91 
Low: 25,028.73 
Close: 25,309.99 
Change: +347.51 
Other Indexes
Standard&Poors 500 Index: 2747.30 +43.34 
NYSEIndex: 12,884.11 +172.36 
Nasdaq Composite Index: 7337.39 +127.30

■ ECONOMY

NYSE Amer Composite: 2504.58 +14.90 
Russell 2000 Index: 1549.19+19.20 
Wilshire 5000 TotalMkt: 28,410.10 +429.80 
Volume
NYSE consolidated volume: 3,164,064,616 
Total number of issues traded: 2,996 
Issues higher in price: 2382 
Issues lower in price: 527 
Issues unchanged:87

Broad rally helps stocks 
end a choppy week higher
The Associated Press

Wall Street capped several 
days of choppy trading Friday 
with a broad rally that gave the 
stock market a modest gain for 
the week.

Technology companies, banks 
and health care stocks accounted 
for much of the market’s gains. 
Energy companies also rose 
along with crude oil prices.

The rally came as bond yields 
pulled back for the second day 
in a row after reaching four-year 
highs earlier in the week. That

spike on Wednesday, which sent 
the 10-year Treasury yield clos­
ing in on 3 percent, sent stocks 
sharply lower.

“There was a lot of concern 
about what happened if bond 
yields got above 3 percent, and 
that probably added to some 
of the jitters earlier this week,” 
said Willie Delwiche, invest­
ment strategist at Baird. “Now 
you have a day when yields are 
moving away from that. At least 
for now, that probably lets equity 
traders breathe a sigh of relief and 
pushes stocks up a little.”
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SALE

ter bottles, and a task to build 
a prototype that could travel 
the farthest. It’s an exercise 
designed to demonstrate their 
teamwork, ingenuity, positive 
attitudes, problem-solving and 
creativity to the judges.

Most of the students spent 
the bulk of the time building 
a vehicle out of the materials.

other’s dignity and humanity.”
This second-year event was 

organized equally between 
Glazer, Hillel, and Brother 
Mouhamadou Diagne, chap-

at regional
The Sunbury Christian Acad­

emy team of Kennedy Dorman, 
Seth Kabonick, Bailey Rhodes, 
Josiah Miller and Colton Long, 
managed to build the farthest 
moving prototype by simply 
rolling a bottle of water off the 
cardboard ramp.

“Simplest is the best,” said 
Dorman.

■ Send comments to 
rdandes@dailyitem. com. 
Follow Dandes on Twitter 
@rdandes.

competition
The next STEM competition 

at the CSIU in Montandon will 
be held March 22 and 23 for 
students in grades 4-8.

■ Email comments to 
mmoore@dailyitem. com. 
Follow Marcia on Twitter 
@marciamoore4.

Omar El-Etr, a third-year stu­
dent from Alexandria, Egypt, 
said having a solidarity din­
ner such as this was important 
in bringing Jews and Muslims 
together. “We (Muslims) are 
usually a marginalized group 
in terms of religion. So we feel 
that this event is very important 
to show our solidarity towards 
each other and support towards 
each other. Events like this have 
completely changed my per­
spective about Jews.”

El-Etr said, “I had no idea 
how things would be here at 
Bucknell. As a practicing Mus­
lim, I needed to know where I 
could pray, for instance. That’s 
why it’s so important having a 
Muslim chaplain. And now we 
have Brother Mouhamadou.” 

The solidarity dinners be­
gan last year as a reaction to 
a spike in hate crimes against

Muslims and Jews in the United 
States. “The idea behind having 
the formal dinner,” said Rabbi 
Chana Leslie Glazer, “was to 
affirm our support for each

Students test their skills
SKILLS, from Page A1

The work shown included 
a helmet designed to prevent 
concussions and a bridge tester 
that detects when a structure is 
deficient.

The Midd-West students 
presented a device that turns 
tainted or fracking water into 
usable water.

Keenan Dietz said he and 
his teammates have learned to 
work well with one another over 
the past several months.

“We’re all willing to listen to 
each other,” he said.

One of several judges at the 
event, Kristen Liberati, an in­
school youth workforce spe­
cialist at Central Susquehanna 
Opportunities, said the Snyder 
County students showed a clear 
understanding of their project 
and ability to communicate 
with one another and to the 
audience.

“They were very positive 
and every single person was 
involved,” said Liberati. “It was 
a really well thought-out and 
presented project.”

The competition also in­
cluded a 30-minute project 
that involved giving each of the 
teams a box filled with the same 
supplies, including cardboard, 
paper clips, string, glue and wa-

THIS SUNDAY’S 
FEATURE STORY

Falling Milk 
Prices
Three years after 
Andrew Snook’s life 
hung in the balance 
following a 40-foot 
fall from a silo on his 
Paxtonville farm, the 
dairy farmer has since recovered.
Now, Snook, like a lot of his counterparts in the milk industry, 
faces a “bleak” future due to falling milk prices.

Nationwide, low milk prices are putting dairy farmers out of 
business and Snook said he’s not standing for it.
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