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Legislation would step up 
regulation of tattoo parlors

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

Del Gonsar, left, tattoos the arm of Colton Weikel, of Sunbury, at Nouveau Ink in Selinsgrove.

Artists not against inspections, certifications, licensing in Pa.
E D I T O R ' S  N O T E :

There have been 92 bills 
signed into law by Gov. Tom 
Wolf this legislative session, 
but that’s just a fraction of 
the hundreds of bills intro­
duced by lawmakers. In this 
continuing series, we take 
a look at some of the note­
worthy pieces of legislation 
that haven’t gotten much 
attention statewide.

By John Finnerty
CNHI Harrisburg Reporter

HARRISBURG — In 
Pennsylvania, you need a 
license for a wide variety of 
lines of work, ranging from 
cutting hair to massage ther­
apy and auctioneering. You 
don’t need a license to use 
a needle to etch permanent 
patterns on customers’ skin.
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Even many tattoo artists 
think this needs to change.

“It's very unprofessional” 
that Pennsylvania doesn’t 
require inspections or li­
censing, said Tan Bales of 
Triple Sin Studios in Sha­
ron.

On occasion, he’s had 
people come into his shop 
with staph infections af­
ter getting tattoos done by

See TATTOO, Page A2

Program helping Valley residents figure out their future
By Marcia Moore
The Daily Item

Nineteen-year-old Hailey 
Gensel is looking for opportu­
nities to help pinpoint what line 
of work she wants to pursue.

“I graduated from Midd- 
West High School in 2017 and 
I took classes at Bloomsburg 
University, but don’t know what 
I want to be when I grow up,” 
the Middleburg resident said.

To help her figure it out, 
Gensel went to the CareerLink 
last fall and was connected to 
the YES to the Future program

MORE INFO
■ If you are interested in 
being a business mentor, 
would like to partner 
with YES to the Future or 
would like more informa­
tion, please visit www. 
csiu.org/yes

offered through the Central 
Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit (CSIU) which aids young 
people unable to find adequate 
employment by connecting

See PROGRAM, Page A2

"I GRADUATED FROM MIDD- 
WEST HIGH SCHOOL IN 
2017 AND I TOOK CLASSES 
AT BLOOMSBURG UNIVER­
SITY, BUT DON'T KNOW 
WHAT I WANT TO BE WHEN 
I GROW UP."

— Hailey Gensel, 
a participant in 

CareerLink's YES to 
the Future program.

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

Data: Family 
physicians 
among top 
prescribers 
of opioids
Non-specialists and nurse 
practitioners also authorize 
high number of pain meds

Editor’s Note: This is the 
second of three-part series on 
ways doctors, regulators and 
drug companies contribute to 
the nation’s opioid addiction 
epidemic.

By Jill Riepenhoff, Megan 
Luther and Lee Zurik
Raycorn News Network

Family physicians, nurse 
practitioners and doctors 
whose health care focuses on 
non-narcotic therapies are 
some of the nation’s highest 
prescribers of opioid prescrip­
tions in recent years.

Federal guidelines say they 
shouldn’t be.

Medical professionals not 
specializing in oncology, sur­
gery or emergency medicine, 
account for nearly two thirds 
of the 1,000 highest opioid 
prescribers in the Medicare 
Part D program, a govern- 
ment-sponsored drug benefit

0
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for the elderly 
and disabled, 
a Raycom Me- 
dia national 
investigation 
has revealed.

The nation’s 
top prescribers include three 
doctors at an Alabama clinic 
with an opioid-prescribing 
rate 247 times higher than 
that of 900 doctors at the ac­
claimed Mayo Clinic in Min­
nesota.

What’s more, just 10 per­
cent of the top prescribers 
have been disciplined by state 
medical boards. And even 
after sanctions, the majority 
has been allowed to continue 
practicing.

These examples are “a red 
flag for inappropriate and 
dangerous medical treat­
ment,” said Andrew Kolodny,

See TOP, Page A2

Scott Wagner says he’s 
ready to lead the state

Editor’s note: This is part 
of a series of profiles of the 
candidates for governor.

By John Finnerty
CNHI Harrisburg Reporter

HARRISBURG - State 
Sen. Scott Wagner is trying 
to convince voters that he’s 
the outsider who’s been at the 
Capitol long enough to know 
what’s wrong with state gov­
ernment.

“They could give me the 
keys to the governor’s resi­
dence tomorrow and I’d be 
ready,” Wagner said in an in­
terview at his campaign head­
quarters across Third Street 
from the state Capitol.

Wagner, 
of York 
C o u n t y ,  
was elected 
to the state 
Senate in 
2014 after he 
ran a write- 
in campaign 
to challenge 
the Republi­
can Party’s 

nominee in a special election.
Wagner got 47 percent of 

the vote, but in the three- 
way race, that was 20 points 
higher than the next highest 
vote-getter.

See LEAD, Page A3
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Local

“scratchers,7' poorly trained 
tattoo artists who don’t follow 
proper safety practices.

Tattooing was banned in 
New York City for close to 40 
years after a hepatitis B out­
break linked to tattoo parlors 
in 1961. That ban was finally 
lifted in 1997.

At least 38 states require 
inspections of tattoo parlors, 
demand that tattoo artists pass a 
test to be licensed or otherwise 
regulate the industry, according 
to the National Conference of 
State Legislatures.

Pennsylvania isn’t one of 
them.

Pennsylvania’s only state law 
regarding tattooing bars minors 
from getting tattooed without 
parental consent.

Legislation authored by 
state Rep. Anthony DeLuca, 
D-Allegheny County, would 
change that.

DeLuca’s legislation would 
direct the Department of Health 
to establish sterilization, sani­
tation and safety standards for 
any business engaged in tat­
tooing, or body piercing and 
creates a central registry within 
the department for persons 
performing tattooing or body 
piercing.

His plan would also require 
that anyone working in the tat­
tooing industry would need to 
pass a written test examining 
health, sterilization and safety 
standards.

His legislation would also re­
quire the Department of Health 
to inspect tattoo parlors.

The need for regulation of 
the industry is only exacerbated 
by the fact that tattoos have 
become increasingly popular 
among millennials, DeLuca 
said in a memo to other law­
makers.

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

Tattoo artist Nick Mercandante works on a tattoo on the thigh of Ryan Paul, Or­
angeville, at Nouveau Ink in Selinsgrove on Friday.

Ink in Selinsgrove said that 
there are horror stories of tat­
too artists re-using needles. 
He has staff at his shop open 
the packaging with the tattoo 
needle in it in front of the cus­
tomer so there is no question 
whether the equipment is ster­
ile, he said.

Like the other tattoo artists 
interviewed for this story, Mer- 
cadante said his staff has had 
to get health certification done 
to take part in tattoo shows in 
other states.

The need for state regulation 
might be even more important 
in an industry, such as tattoo 
shops, where businesses regu­
larly open and close in rela­
tively short periods of time, 
Mercadante said. In addition, 
training for artists tends to 
be informal. Many tattoo art­
ists will have some training in 
art, Mercadante said. But in 
Pennsylvania, tattoo training 
is generally based on informal 
apprenticeship arrangements, 
Bales said.

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

Del Gonsar tattoos a spider web on the arm of Colton 
Weikel, Sunbury, on Friday at Nouveau Ink in Selins­
grove.

“Studies have found that 
about 40 percent of people un­
der the age of 40 have or had a 
tattoo, yet this business is not 
regulated,” DeLuca said.

His legislation, HB 456, 
passed out of the House Health 
Committee unanimously in De­
cember. It’s now awaiting action 
before the full state House.

Frank Sandoval of Total 
Commitment Tattooing in John­
stown said he’d “100 percent

support” the type of regulations 
proposed by Deluca.

He travels the country doing 
tattoo artistry and regularly has 
to pass state tests to get certi­
fied.

Triple Sin Studios advertises 
on his Facebook page that the 
artists at the shop are trained 
and certified. But that certifica­
tion comes from having worked 
in other states, Bales said.

Nick Mercadante at Noveau

Program helping Valley residents figure out future
PROGRAM, from Page A1

them with needed resources, 
including training, job counsel­
ing and internships.

The program is one of sev­
eral being offered or in devel­
opment in the Valley that is 
designed to assist young men 
and women in improving their 
employability.

After identifying that a high 
number of individuals between 
the ages of 16 and 24 are either 
not finishing school or em­
ployed in self-sustaining jobs, 
Joanne Troutman, president 
and CEO of the United Way, 
said area educators, business 
and community leaders are 
working together to solve the 
problem.

“It’s a huge concern,” she said 
of the high rate of disconnected 
youth which she attributes to 
a range of issues from lack of 
education to trauma.

At 22 percent, Northumber­
land County has the highest 
rate of 16-24 year-olds who 
are not in school or employed, 
said Troutman. In Snyder and 
Union counties, the rate is simi­
lar to the national average of 13 
percent, she said.

“Our goal in the next 10 years 
is to get every community be­
low the national statistic,” said 
Troutman, who is working with 
local school districts, CSIU, 
Greater Susquehanna Valley 
Chamber of Commerce, YMCA 
and other agencies.

One problem identified by 
area employers is that job seek­
ers don’t have the necessary 
skills.

“There are job openings, 
but employers say it’s hard

BY THE NUMBERS
The following numbers are based on a total population of residents ages 16-19 not en­

rolled in high school, but high school graduates or equivalent who employed, unemployed 
or not in the labor force — not employed or actively seeking employment:

Place
United States 
Pennsylvania 
Northumberland County 
Snyder County 
Union County

Employed
918,626 (53.2%) 
35,058 (55.8%) 
286 (58%)
158 (76.3%)
137 (67.8%)

Unemployed
330,167 (19.1%) 
12,469 (19.9%) 
100 (20.3%)
19 (9.2%)
8 (4%)

Not In Labor Force
478,095 (27.7%) 
15,277 (24.3%)
107 (21.7%)
30 (14.5)
57 (28.2%)

Source 2010-14 America Community Survey 5-year estimates

to find people with the skills 
they need,” said Mary Mingle, a 
CSIU adult education program 
manager.

YES to the Future par­
ticipants learn what jobs are 
available and what skills are 
required and have opportunities 
to job shadow or hold intern­
ships.

“The purpose is to get them 
employed in self-sustaining 
jobs, enrolled in training or 
college or in the military,” 
said program director Paula 
Dickey.

In 2017,225 individuals were 
served in the program which 
currently has 181 youth en­
rolled, Dickey said.

Case managers are available 
to assist them in developing ba­
sic skills, such as confidence 
and resume writing, and profes­
sionals are always being sought 
as mentors, Mingle said.

“Sometimes all they need 
is an opportunity,” she said. 
“They may not hit the ground 
running in their first job,

Gensel, who is receiving paid 
work experience through the 
program, said she’s narrowing 
her career choices to health

care or social work, but said 
few local employers in those 
fields are offering job shadow 
opportunities.

“I’ve applied to about one- 
half dozen employers but most 
(require) experience,” she said.

Educators have to provide 
students more career-explora- 
tion opportunities as well, said 
SUN Area Technical Insti­
tute’s Jennifer Hain, who has 
launched Pathways Systems to 
allow students to align their 
academic choices with career 
goals.

Another initiative to help job 
seekers and employers is Career 
Hub, an online career manage­
ment tool which is expected

to be available later this sum­
mer. Students can use the hub 
to search for jobs and employers 
can post what type of experi­
ences they can provide.

“As obvious as it sounds, no 
hub like this exists,” said Art 
Thomas, chairman of the cham­
ber’s workforce development 
committee. “Our intent is that 
whether you’re a dropout or an 
SAT perfect scorer, we want 
to make sure everyone has the 
skills they need.”

■ Email comments to 
mmoore@dailyitem. com. 
Follow Marcia on Twitter 
@marciamoore4.

Sponsored by:Go to 
www.dailyitem.com 
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Family physicians among 
top prescribers of opioids
TOP, from Page A1

co-director of the Opioid Pol­
icy Research Collaborative at 
Brandeis University.

The Centers for Disease Con­
trol and Prevention recommends 
opioids should be used to miti­
gate pain from cancer, at the end 
of life, after a surgery or serious 
accident, and, in some cases, for 
severe chronic pain.

Yet the top prescribers include 
no oncologists, - and only four 
emergency medicine doctors and 
15 surgeons.

Raycom Media analyzed the 
publicly-available Medicare data 
for the top 1,000 opioid prescrib­
ers, breaking down their medical 
specialties, the number of pre­
scriptions they wrote and their 
prescribing rates compared to 
non-opioid drugs.

The analysis was important 
because Medicare pays for at 
least one in four drug prescrip­
tions nationally.

The data included nurse prac­
titioners and physician assistants 
— medical care providers who 
can write prescriptions for the 
same controlled substances as 
the doctors they work for, rais­
ing concern among government 
regulators and law enforcement 
officials.

Last year, the inspector gen­
eral for the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services ana­
lyzed 2016 Medicare data that 
identified questionable patterns 
of 401 prescribers — and a third 
of them were nurse practitioners 
and physician assistants.

Raycom Media reporters an­
alyzed prescription data from 
2013 to 2015 and found 60 nurse 
practitioners and 58 physician 
assistants fell among Medicare’s 
highest opioid prescribers.

None was higher than Darius 
McGee, a nurse practitioner at 
the Laurel Pain Clinic in Laurel, 
Mississippi. He was the sixth 
highest prescriber in the Medi­
care program in the U.S.

During that 3-year span, Mc­
Gee wrote nearly 43,000 opi­
oid prescriptions - nearly three 
times as many opioid prescrip­
tions than his supervising doctor, 
Vivek Barclay.

Barclay was the nation’s 274th 
highest prescriber under Medi­
care D.

That surprised John Dowdy, 
director of the Mississippi Bu­
reau of Narcotics and a former 
assistant U. S. attorney.

“It would be uncommon for a 
nurse practitioner to write more 
prescriptions than the doctor 
running the clinic,” said Dowdy. 
“That would certainly raise red 
flags.”

Any medical professional who
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Coming Tuesday
■ Drugs make some doctors 
rich, patients addicts

is not a pain specialist and a lot 
of opioid prescriptions should 
cause concern, he said.

“If it’s a family practitioner or 
a general practitioner, and they’re 
showing up on a list as a high- 
volume prescriber, we probably 
have a problem with that doctor,” 
Dowdy said.

Among the top prescribers 
are 199 general practitioners, 
including Dr. John Richard, a 
family physician in Lexington, 
Kentucky.

At No. 40, he is the highest 
ranked family-practice doctor 
on the list.

In 2013, the Kentucky medical 
board filed a complaint against 
him for prescribing excessive 
amounts and combinations of 
addictive drugs. The case settled 
when Richard agreed to pay a 
$7,500 fine and, among other 
things, maintain a drug log.

Between 2013 and 2015, 
Richard wrote 28,099 opioid 
prescriptions for his 3,318 pa­
tients. Each year, his volume of 
prescriptions increased notice­
ably even though the number of 
patients he treated with opioid 
drugs only rose slightly.

He still practices medicine and 
declined to comment.

Overall, doctors have written 
fewer opioid prescriptions in the 
last five years, according to the 
American Medical Society. But 
of the top Medicare providers, 70 
percent increased the number of 
opioid prescriptions they wrote 
each year from 2013 to 2015.

Dr. Oluseyi Ogundimu, a 
pain specialist in Springfield, 
Missouri, went from writing 23 
prescriptions in 2013 to 7,511 
two years later.

Dr. Arthur Bradford, a fam­
ily doctor in Lumberton, North 
Carolina, went from 259 to more 
than 5,700 prescriptions.

And nurse practitioner Mark 
Sanders in Asheville, North 
Carolina, had a three-fold in­
crease from 1,052 prescriptions 
to nearly 4,700.

Locally, Dr. Mahmood Nasir, 
of Sunbury, who was named on 
the list, said his numbers are up 
because he is a neurologist who 
treats pain.

Also identified was Dr. Ray­
mond Kraynak, the Coal Region 
doctor who has been charged 
with 19 federal counts, including 
illegal distribution or dispensing 
resulting in the deaths of five 
patients.
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