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Troopers solve 2015 home break-ins
Police: Late Sunbury resident 
implicated in the burglaries
By Francis Scarcella
The Daily Item

SUNBURY - A Carlisle man faces 
felony theft charges stemming from a 
2015 string of incidents in Rockefeller 
Township that saw more than $30,000 
worth of items stolen.

Cory Fischer, 35, of Fairview Drive,

was arrested Thursday after Stoning- 
ton state police said he was involved 
in thefts from homes in 2015.

Troopers say homeowners reported 
guns, jewelry, gaming equipment and 
cash stolen from September through 
November 2015.

Police received information when

a suspect plugged in an XBox and it 
notified the owner of the IP address, 
according to court documents.

Police obtained a search warrant to 
determine the location and owner of 
the IP address, troopers said.

In another instance, one of the vic­
tims saw a wedding ring for sale on 
Craigslist. Police were able to locate 
the IP address which came back to an 
address in Palmyra, according to court 
documents.

Troopers contacted the Jonestown 
barracks and obtained a search war­

rant and recovered several of the stolen 
items from a home, according to court 
documents.

The owner of the home allegedly 
told troopers that a person from the 
Sunbury area was involved in the 
crimes, police said.

When troopers tried to locate the 
man they discovered he died of a 
heroin overdose in the Sunbury area, 
police said.

Fingerprints were taken from the 
homes that were broken into and lab re­
ports showed DNA evidence belonged

to Fischer, police said.
Troopers said Fischer was at the 

scenes of the burglaries and they be­
lieve Fischer and the late Sunbury man 
were responsible for the crimes.

Fischer appeared before Sunbury 
District Judge Mike Toomey Thursday 
night and was sent to Northumberland 
County Prison in lieu of $200,000 
cash.

Fischer faces felony charges of bur­
glary, criminal trespass and theft by 
unlawful taking.

Danville 
to host 
substitute 
training 
program
By Joe Sylvester
jsylvester@dailyitem.com

DANVILLE — Lauren Parker has 
worked as a teacher’s aide in the Dan­
ville Area School District for about 
three years.

In September, she took part in guest 
teacher training through the Central 
Susquehanna Intermediate Unit so that 
she could substitute teach.

"I liked it,” Parker said. “I wanted 
a little more flexibility.”

Parker, who has a degree in jour­
nalism, was subbing on Thursday for 
teacher Sarah North in her autistic 
support class at the Danville Primary 
School. She previously substituted as 
a secretary, teacher or aide in all of 
the Danville schools.

The guest teacher program allowed 
her to work as a substitute teacher — a 
position Danville and other districts 
struggle to fill — without getting her 
Pennsylvania teaching certificate.

“I have my bachelor’s, but I feel I’m 
too far along in my life to go back to 
school,” said the mother of a ninth- 
grade boy and seventh-grade girl.

CSIU trains the guest teachers in 
order to fill the great need for sub­
stitutes in districts throughout the 
Valley. Danville Area will host the 
next training Jan. 10 and 11 at the 
primary school. Anyone who has a 
four-year degree can register online 
for the CSIU training.

“We are in dire straits for substi­
tute teachers,” Superintendent Jason 
Bendle said. “I encourage any par­
ent or any community member who 
wants to substitute often or even once 
a month (to apply).”

Substitute teachers in Valley schools 
are paid about $100 per day.

“We will be promoting the training 
with our families and on our website, 
however, I am unsure who or how many 
may choose to attend,” said Warrior 
Run School District Superintendent

Please see PROGRAM, Page B2

^HOLIDAY
TRADITIONS

Do you have holiday tradi­
tions, new or old, that are 
unique or important to your 
family? On Christmas Day, The 
Daily Item would like to share 
some holiday traditions that 
make the holidays special for 
you. If you’d like to let others 
know of your tradition, email a 
brief overview to news@daily- 
item.com. Some of our favorites 
will be part of a Christmas Day 
story in The Daily Item

Christkindl kicks off

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

The Christkindl Market in Mifflinburg was busy on Thursday evening as people came out for the food and crafts.

Annual holiday market draws big crowd in Mifflinburg
By Robert Inglis
The Daily Item

MIFFLINBURG - The first 
night of the Mifflinburg Christ- 
kindl Market was abuzz with 
sounds of bells and music, lively 
chatter from a large crowd and 
hand crank organs, ornaments be­
ing made and food being cooked.

“This is the 30th year of the 
Christkindl Market,” said Mif­
flinburg Mayor David Cooney.

a “I think we are 
seeing a larger 
than usual Thurs­
day night crowd 

watch video at because they are 
daiiyitem.com talking about rain

for Friday and Sat­
urday.”

With those crowds came long 
lines at some food stands along 
Market Street, like the one first­
time market attendee Norm Levy, 
of Watsontown, was standing in.

“I’m waiting on some bratwurst,” 
said Levy, who “came for the Ger­
man food.”

Others, like longtime visitor 
Roseann Ruhl, who was originally 
from Nuremberg, Germany, and 
now resides in Selinsgrove, comes 
for a little slice of home. “I love it 
here. It’s my home. I miss it. I like 
the German food and the German 
lights.”

Entertainment for the opening 
night included marionette shows

for young children, a magician, and 
students from local Mifflinburg 
choirs and choruses.

As children walked through the 
market eating candy canes and 
other delights, a variety of vendors 
ranging from handmade clocks and 
ornaments to antique sleigh bells 
and jewelry were busy seeing to 
their customers.

Landis Reiff, owner of Reiff’s

Please see CROWD, Page B2

Cat leaves office, finds new adopted home
By Justin Strawser
jstra w ser @ dai lyitem. com

SUNBURY - The unofficial 
cat of Northumberland County 
found a new home.

Charlie, a black and white feline 
that was living in the commission­
ers’ office at the administration 
center for the last seven weeks, 
was adopted by Parea BioSciences 
co-owner Krista Krebs. Parea, a 
medical marijuana grower/proces­
sor coming to Coal Township, 
intends to purchase 10 acres of 
land owned by the county near 
the new prison in Coal Township 
for $1.5 million.

“Charlie is doing great,” Krebs 
said. “We are getting him into the

vet right away to get looked at, 
but he is snuggly and super chill.”

Krebs said she and her husband, 
Aaron Krebs, have dozens of res­
cue animals at their farmland in 
Carlisle, including 12 cats, six 
dogs, 15 goats, a turkey, alpacas, 
llamas and horses.

The animal was named after 
the late Charles “Butch” Scholl, 
a maintenance employee who is 
believed to have been feeding the 
outside animal in the months prior 
to his death in October. Scholl 
worked as an employee with Ser­
vice Master, which is contracted 
to do maintenance work for the 
administration center, the court­
house and the career center in 
Shamokin. While on the job on

Oct. 26, Scholl suffered a fatal 
heart attack.

In the days after Scholl’s pass­
ing, the cat was wandering around 
the entrances. Administrative 
Secretary Karen Collier let him in 
on a Monday. When she let him in 
again the next day, the employees 
decided he would stay until a good 
home could be found for him.

Collier said Krebs will keep 
the office employees updated on 
Charlie’s progress through emails 
and pictures.

“We’re glad he got a good home, 
and that it was her that took him 
in,” Collier said. “We miss him 
already, but he has lots of buddies 
to play with. It made me feel good, 
but we will miss him.”

Daily Item file photo

Charlie, a cat, was temporarily adopted 
by the Northumberland County Com­
missioners and office employees, and 
has recently been adopted by Parea 
BioSciences co-owner Krista Krebs.
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CELEBRITIES

Janet Jackson, 
Def Leppard, 
Nicks join 
Hall of Fame

NEW YORK - Janet 
Jackson joins her brother 
Michael and the Jackson 5 as 
members of the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame, earning induc­
tion on Thursday along with 
Stevie Nicks and the top fan 
vote-getter, Def Leppard.

Radiohead, the Cure, 
Roxy Music and the Zom­

bies will also 
be ushered in 
next spring 
at the 34th 
induction 
ceremony. It 
will be held 
March 29 
at Barclays 
Center in 
Brooklyn.

Jackson’s 
induction 
comes after 
her third time 
as nominee 
and many 
saw it as 
overdue, 
given her 
prowess as 
a hitmaker 
with “All For 
You,” ‘That’s 
the Way 
Love Goes,” 
‘’Nasty,” 
“’Together 
Again” and 
“What Have 
You Done 
For Me 
Lately.”

Her career 
has suffered 
from the fall­
out after the 

infamous 2004 Super Bowl 
appearance where her bare 
breast was briefly exposed. 
Jackson became eligible for 
the rock hall in 2007 and 
wasn’t nominated until 2016.

The Roots’ Questlove, in 
a social media post earlier 
this year, said her exclusion 
had been “highly criminal.”
He cited the influence of her 
1986 album “Control,” which 
he said set off the New Jack 
Swing trend.

“This was no one’s kid 
sister,” he wrote.

Jackson said on Thursday: 
“Thank you Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame. I am truly hon­
ored and I am happy to be in 
there with my brothers.”

It will be Nicks’ second 
induction into the rock hall, 
since she’s already there as a 
member of Fleetwood Mac. 
She launched a solo career 
in 1981 with her duet with 
the late Tom Petty, “Stop 
Draggin’ My Heart Around.” 
Other hits followed, including 
“Edge of Seventeen,” ‘’Stand 
Back” and “I Will Run to 
You.”

Def Leppard earned more 
than half a million votes from 
fans, which are incorporated 
into more than 1,000 bal­
lots from artists, historians, 
industry professionals and 
past winners in deciding who 
gets honored. The British 
heavy metal band with a pop 
sheen were huge sellers in the 
1980s on the back of songs 
like “Photograph” and “Pour 
Some Sugar on Me.”

Frontman Joe Elliott said 
he was initially ambivalent 
toward the honor until Jon 
Bon Jovi suggested it would 
change his life.

“When I look at the list 
of who’s in, it’s just obvious 
you’d want to be in that club, 
isn’t it?” he told Billboard 
earlier this year. “When you 
think that every band that 
means anything in the world, 
starting from the Beatles 
and the Stones and any artist 
that influenced them — your 
Chuck Berrys, your Little 
Richards, etc., etc. — then 
of course you want to be in. 
Why wouldn’t you?”

Def Leppard, Nicks and 
Roxy Music were voted in 
during their first years as 
nominees. Other 2019 nomi­
nees who didn’t make the cut 
included LL Cool J, Devo, 
Rage Against the Machine, 
MC5, John Prine, Todd 
Rundgren, Kraftwerk.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Local

Charges: Woman lied about trooper stalking her
ACROSS THE VALLEY

By The Daily Item staff and stringers

A Trevorton woman 
faces charges of making 
false reports after she lied 
when making claims against 
a trooper, police said.

State police said Shaylee 
Heller, 21, of West Coal 
Street, on Sept. 5, left an 
envelope at the Stonington 
barracks containing a letter 
that claimed a trooper was 
stalking her, according to 
court documents.

The letter, which was 
unsigned and had no return 
address, was turned over 
to a state police corporal 
for investigation. The next 
day, a second letter with the 
same handwriting and mak­
ing the same claims as the 
previous letter was received 
and also turned over to the 
investigator, police said.

During the investigation, 
police learned a trooper 
responded to Heller’s 
residence during a June 
incident and Heller began 
to make contact with the 
responding trooper for two 
months for various reasons, 
according to court docu­
ments.

On Sept. 11, Heller was 
interviewed by state police 
and admitted she made 
up the claims against the 
trooper, according to court 
documents.

On Monday, state troop­
ers charged Heller with 
misdemeanor counts of 
making false statements and 
unsworn false statements to 
authorities.

Heller will now appear in 
front of Shamokin District 
Judge John Gembic on the 
charges.

- FRANCIS SCARCELLA

CROWD, from Page B1

Clock Repair in Mifflinburg, 
was selling a variety of imported 
handmade German clocks. “It’s 
fun, I enjoy meeting people here, 
and there’s lots of people here. 
Last year was really good, the

Danville to
PROGRAM, from Page B1

Alan Hack. “We could always 
use more substitutes.”

School districts across the 
country have experienced sub­
stitute shortages for a number of 
years. They need substitutes who 
can fill in, many times with just a 
few hours notice, when full-time 
teachers are out sick or take per­
sonal days. The reasons for the 
shortages vary — fewer students 
going into education, districts 
competing for substitutes and 
substitutes leaving education to 
find jobs in another field.

Carol Gentilucci, filling in on 
Thursday for first-grade teacher 
Maddie Ernest at the Danville 
Primary School, did the guest 
teacher training 16 years ago and 
has been substituting ever since.

DANVILLE
Police: Woman 
struck estranged 
husband

A Bloomsburg woman 
struck her estranged husband, 
stomped on his PlayStation 4 
remote controller and broke a 
back door window, Mahoning 
Township police said.

Patrolman Cody Clossen 
charged Brittany L. Wood­
ruff, 30, with simple assault, 
harassment and criminal 
mischief. He said the value of 
the window was $50 and the 
remote control was worth $50.

Matthew Woodruff contacted 
police Oct. 11 after Woodruff 
entered the home of his grand­
father, at 909 Bloom St., where 
Matthew spends a lot of time.

He said he was asleep and 
found Woodruff standing 
over him yelling about him 
not giving her money. He 
said she became irate when 
she saw a new tattoo on his 
right forearm. She struck and 
scratched at him, hit his new 
tattoo numerous times and 
left scrapes on the left side of 
his neck, police said.

She then stomped on the 
remote controller on the floor 
next to the bed, according to 
the charges.

She left the home to get her 
cell phone and when trying 
to get back in found the door 
locked. That’s when she broke 
the back door window, opened 
the door and eventually left,

year before was really slow. It 
really depends on the economy.” 

Lindsey Hock and her mother, 
Winnie Hock, of Harrisburg, 
were splitting a piece of Ger­
man flatbread with cheese on 
it while taking a break from 
looking around. “This is our

police said.
- KAREN BLACKLEDGE

LEWISBURG
County board 
to set elected 
officials’ salaries

A special meeting to set 
future salaries for elected 
Union County row officers 
will be held at 6 p.m. Dec. 18 
at the Union County Govern­
ment Center, 155 N. 15th St. 
Commissioners will fix sala­
ries for 2022 and 2023.

The offices, current office­
holders and salary schedule is 
as follows:

Commissioners Preston 
Boop, John Mathias and John 
Showers, Prothonotary Linda 
Richards, Treasurer Cheryl 
Kahl and Sheriff Ernie Rit­
ter, $66,150,2018, $69,458,
2019, $71,542,2020, $73,688, 
2021; Register and Recorder 
Lisa Seward, $73,023, 2018, 
$76,674,2019, $78,974,
2020, $81,343, 2021; Coroner 
Dominick Adamo, $40,876,
2018, $42,920, 2019, $44,208, 
2020, $45,534, 2021. Clerk 
of courts, also currently held 
by Richards, $7,775, 2018, 
$8,163,2019, $8,408,2020, 
$8,660,2021.

Salaries for district at­
torneys are set by the state. 
Union County’s district attor­
ney, D. Peter Johnson, earns 
$179,299,2018, $182,217,
2019. Salaries aren’t set be­
yond next year.

The office of county corn-

second time here,” said Win­
nie. “It’s a unique experience 
that’s not around Harrisburg,” 
said Lindsey.

The Mifflinburg event, mod­
eled after popular similar events 
in Germany and Europe, draws 
approximately 15,000 people to

missioner, treasurer, register 
and recorder and district at­
torney all are up for election.

- ERIC SCICCHITANO

Geisinger 
St. Luke’s 
to hire 200

The new 80-bed Geisinger 
St. Luke’s Hospital, under 
construction near Orwigsburg, 
and scheduled to open next 
year, needs to hire 200 people 
in several medical and service 
fields, including doctors, nurses, 
technicians and other workers.

All are needed to provide 
the inpatient care, surgery, 
radiology, lab and additional 
services the 80-bed hospi­
tal will feature, including 
an emergency department, 
medical/surgical suites and an 
intensive care unit.

“The number one question 
we’re getting right now is, 
‘How can I get a job here?”’ 
said Gabe Kamarousky, presi­
dent of Geisinger St. Luke’s. 
“We’ve made a great deal 
of progress since breaking 
ground five months ago, and 
we’re moving one step closer 
to providing quality health 
care, jobs and more services 
to the people of Schuylkill 
and nearby Berks County.”

- RICK DANDES

Former official 
sues officer, 
resident

Northumberland County 
Commissioner candidate Vinny 
Clausi sued Shamokin Police

the borough each year, accord­
ing to organizers, who call it the 
oldest authentic outdoor German 
Christmas market in the United 
States.

The market opens at 10 a.m. 
today and goes until 9 p.m. and is 
open 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday.

Officer Nathan Rhodes and 
Shamokin resident Joseph 
Leschinskie in Northumberland 
County Court.

Filed Wednesday by attorney 
Franklin E. Kepner Jr., of 
Kepner, Kepner & Corba, of 
Berwick, Clausi alleges assault 
and conspiracy against him 
regarding an incident at Turkey 
Hill on May 18. He is seeking 
damages in excess of $50,000 
on counts of assault and 
conspiracy against Rhodes and 
conspiracy against Leschin­
skie.

Clausi claims that Rhodes 
was following him around 
Shamokin in a white jeep, and 
then aggressively confronted 
him at Turkey Hill by scream­
ing at Clausi and threatening 
to strike and kill him. Rhodes 
allegedly threatened to have 
Clausi arrested and used 
obscene language as well as 
a racial epithet for those with 
Italian heritage.

After Clausi went into and 
out of the store, he alleges that 
Leschinskie, who is Rhodes’ 
cousin, and Rhodes watched 
him, and then continued to 
threaten and harass Clausi. 
They also attempted to keep 
Clausi from leaving the parking 
lot, Clausi alleges.

Clausi said he has video sur- 
veillance footage without audio 
of the event.

Clausi, who served two four- 
year terms as commissioner 
from 2008 to 2015, announced 
last week that he is again run­
ning for the position in the 2019 
election on the Democratic 
ticket. Leschinskie, a Republi­
can who unsuccessfully ran for 
Shamokin mayor in the 2017 
primary, said he is considering 
a run for commissioner as well.

- JUSTIN STRAWSER

Mifflinburg
There will be authentic German 
meals, like pork and sauerkraut, 
more concerts, including folk 
artists and German bands, and 
folk dancing demonstrations. 
Visit dailyitem.com and search 
Christkindl for the complete 
schedule.

Joe Sylvester/The Dally Item
Guest teacher Lauren Parker, seated right, works 
with autistic support students in Sarah North’s class­
room at the Danville Primary School on Thursday. 
Pictured, from left, are Levi Shope, Inaho Dimatulac, 
Draven Brown, support staff member Tammy Kash- 
ner and Parker.

“I started because my kids ing with kids,” said Gentilucci, 
were in school, and T love be- whose sons are now 27, 24 and

Annual Christkindl Market draws big crowd in

CORRECTIONS LOTTERY
It is the policy of The Daily 

Item to correct factual errors 
in news stories and photo 
captions. We invite readers to 
call the newsroom, (570) 286- 
5671, Ext. 288, from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, or write to Editor, Box 
607, 200 Market St., Sunbury, 
PA 17801

Incorrect powerball
Due to technical error from 

The Associated Press, the 
powerball in Thursday’s Pow­
erball results was incorrect. 
Wednesday night’s powerball 
was 26.

■ PENNSYLVANIA Cash 5 07-10-11-13-16

Pick 2 Day 8-2 W:5 Treasure Hunt 03-07-15-22-30

Pick 2 Evening 6-3 W:9 Match 6 11-23-38-42-44-46

Pick 3 Day 5-7-3 W:5 Cash4Life 04-11-18-23-47

Pick 3 Evening 0-8-8 W:9 Cash Ball 2

Pick 4 Day 4-3-9-1 W:5 ■ CASH 5 PAYOUTS

Pick 4 Evening 0-1-7-0 W:9 Four numbers $132

Pick 5 Day 0-3-3-7-7 W:5 Three numbers $7

Pick 5 Evening 5-0-3-5-3 W:9 Two numbers $1
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host guest substitute teacher training program
21.

The veteran substitute, who has 
a degree in art, said she doesn’t 
want to teach full-time because 
she likes the flexibility so that 
she could be home when her kids 
are there. She has substituted in 
grades kindergarten through 
12th.

Bendle said years ago about 11 
percent of college students were 
education majors. That has fallen 
to 5 percent, he said.

The CSIU interactive training 
sessions will provide strategies 
for effective instruction, as well 
as management of traditional, 
non-traditional and special edu­
cation classrooms, according to 
CSTU literature. The applicants 
also must complete classroom 
observations arranged by CSIU 
staff.

Upon successful completion 
of the training, candidates can 
apply for a day-to-day substitute 
teacher emergency permit with 
the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education. The permit al­
lows guest teachers to work as 
substitute teachers in the par­
ticipating school districts of the 
Central Susquehanna Regional 
Guest Teacher Consortium and 
also within CSIU educational 
programs.

CSIU spokeswoman Jennifer 
Spotts said Danville’s hosting of 
the training session is a first. It’s 
usually held at CSIU’s building 
in Montandon.

“We’ve been offering the train­
ing twice a year for as long as 
I can remember,” Spotts said. 
“Now we’re offering it three 
times a year.”


