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Sunbury authority hikes water rates
City’s fifth increase since 2013
By Justin Strawser
j straw ser@ daily item .com

SUNBURY - City resi- 
dents now pay an extra 25 
cents per thousand gallons of 
water they will use in 2019 as 
well as a 65-cent increase to 
the flat fee. It’s the fifth rate 
increase for water since 2013.

Sunbury Municipal Author­
ity general manager Dan Rainer 
said the 2019 rates for water 
went up from $4.75 to $5 per 
thousand gallons of water. The

flat fee associated with water 
also went up from $12.70 to 
$13.35. All other rates remained 
the same.

“One of the reasons was 
that the state Department of 
Environmental Protection has 
imposed an annual fee starting 
in 2019,” Ramer said. “That is 
$20,000 a year, based on popu­
lation.”

The other reason is a reduc­
tion in customer water usage 
and conservation. Some larger 
industries and customers, such

as Bimbo Bakery and the Nor­
thumberland County Prison, 
left in the last few years.

“We’ve had a loss of over 62 
million gallons of water from 
2012 to 2018,” Ramer said. “If 
we lose revenue, as a result of 
people using less water, we have 
to increase billing.”

The authority also lost rev­
enue on non-operating income 
because they stopped billing for 
testing of water at the lab, and 
approved pay raises at an aver­
age of 2.75 percent for 29 em­

ployees, Ramer said.
The rate increases were 

unanimously approved on Nov. 
27 by authority board Chair 
Charles Schlegel and board 
members Norman Koch, Larry 
Welfer and William Rowe. The 
increases are expected to gen­
erate at least $42,000 in ad­
ditional revenue.

Wastewater rates remain at 
$8.67 per thousand gallon of 
water usage and a flat rate of 
$18.15; flood control rates re­
main as a flat rate of $7.80; and 
the transfer station rates remain

See HIKES, Page B4
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The James Lewis Water Treatment Plant in Sunbury.

Dropped 
needle led 
to heroin, 
handgun
charges
By Marcia Moore
mmoore@dailyitem.com

A sharp-eyed witness who saw a 
man drop a needle before entering 
a vehicle occupied by two young 
children led to the arrest of a Milton 
man found with a loaded weapon 
and heroin.

Shamokin Dam police were called 
to a borough business Wednesday 
evening after 911 Services received a 
call that a man had dropped a needle 
while entering a black Jetta occupied 
by two children parked in the lot of 
a restaurant.

At a nearby gas station police lo­
cated the vehicle driven by Robert E. 
Perez-Irizarry, 28, of Milton, and oc­
cupied by two children under the age 
of 8 who were not in child safety seats 
and an adult female. Chief Timothy 
Bremigen said.

A loaded revolver; six bags of 
heroin; a syringe and wax bag “com­
monly used to package heroin” were 
found in the vehicle, Bremigen said.

Perez, who was found to have a 
warrant against him from Virginia 
that prohibits him from possessing

See NEEDLE, Page B2

Shikellamy
board
accepts
director’s
resignation
By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella @ daily item. com

SUNBURY — The Shikellamy 
School school board accepted the res­
ignation of director Kellie Cianflone 
during its regular meeting Thursday.

Cianflone, who ran and won a 
seat on the board 
as an Independent 
in 2013, decided in 
2017 to not seek re- 
election.

In December 
2017, former direc­
tors Tom Michaels 
and Jim Garman 
b o t h  r e s i g n e d ,  
leaving the board 
to fill the spots by 

appointing Cianflone and current 
member Jeff Balestrini.

Cianflone’s resignation was ac­
cepted by members Jenna Eister- 
Whittaker, Lori Garman, Wendy 
Wiest, Slade Shreck, Mike Erb and 
Gretchen Walter. Members Scott 
Karpinski and Balestrini were not 
present.

“I want to thank Kellie (Cianflone)

Kellie
Cianflone

See BOARD, Page B4

EDUCATION

Danville welcomes ‘guests’ 
for CSIU teacher training

Joe Sylvester/The Daily Item

Instructor Michael Lord, center, in light blue shirt, and guest teacher trainees, including Eric Roberts and Phebe Strzem- 
pek, flanking Lord, listen to trainee Jillian Zanoline, left, in yellow, during a discussion at the Central Susquehanna Inter­
mediate Unit training at the Danville Primary School on Thursday.

Program gets college grads 
ready for classroom work
By Joe Sylvester
jsylvester@dailyitem.com

DANVILLE — Melissa Fox has 
a degree in theater, but she would 
like to be an elementary school 
teacher.

The problem is the 42-year-old 
Danville woman does not have a 
teaching degree.

She is going back to school to 
obtain a master's degree in elemen­
tary education. But even before that, 
she soon could substitute teach as 
a guest teacher.

Fox was among two dozen partic­
ipants in the Central Susquehanna 
Intermediate Unit (CSIU) guest 
teacher training at the Danville Pri­
mary School Thursday and today.

Training guest teachers is a way to 
increase the number of substitute 
teachers for Valley school districts, 
especially in Danville, where there 
is a dire need.

“It will be good experience, and 
I love working with children,” said 
Fox, who does volunteer work and 
is on the board of Camp Ability, at 
Camp Victory in Millville.

Others had various reasons for 
wanting to fill in as a teacher.

“I have a passion for teaching,” 
said Phebe Strzempek, 40, Dan­
ville, a native of Turkey. “I used to 
be a full-time teacher.”

Robyn Morales, 31, of Northum­
berland, said substitute teaching

See CSIU, Page B2
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Guest teacher trainees, from left, Eric Roberts, Melissa 
Fox, Robyn Morales and Ale Barben were among two dozen 
participants in the Central Susquehanna Intermediate Unit 
guest teacher training at the Danville Primary School Thurs­
day and today.

¡meline for Lewisburg school floor repairs revealed
By Rick Dandes
rdandes@dailyitem.com

LEWISBURG - School 
directors in Lewisburg got 
their first look at a tentative 
timeline to repair the Kelly 
Elementary School kitchen 
floor during their regular 
meeting Thursday night.

Bud Shank, of Lewisburg- 
based Mid-Penn Engineer­
ing, said he was at the meet­
ing to field questions about

the documents that had been 
submitted to the board prior 
to putting the job out to bid.

“I’ll integrate any concerns 
you have into the document 
with the goal of putting out 
the bid on Jan. 25,” he said. 
Ads would go into newspa­
pers on Jan. 29 and Feb. 2 
with all bids due by March 
8. After that, Mid-Penn will 
review the bids and make rec­
ommendations to the board.

“I would hope to award the

contract on March 15,” Shank 
said. Four contracts will be 
awarded: The main contrac­
tor, electrical work, plumbing 
and food service.

Limited construction will 
begin May 20, w i t h  f u l l ,  
heavy construction starting 
June 1. The job. Shank said, 
should be fully completed by 
Aug. 14.

Board president Kathy 
Swope questioned S h a n k ,  
wondering if any work might

be needed beyond that com­
plete date.

“Our goal is to have ev­
erything done by the 14th,” 
Shank said.

The baseball field proj­
ect also has a goal, said Ted 
Strosser, of the Green Dragon 
Foundation, “of being ready 
by the 2020 season.” This 
year, road work and parking 
lots will be constructed, un­
der a contract to be awarded. 
The field itself is a Green

Dragon project; they must 
also bid the project.

Similar to the kitchen floor 
renovation project, the base­
ball field job will go out to 
bid Jan. 24, if the board ap­
proves the documents. Bids 
will be accepted up to Feb. 
27 and the contract awarded 
March 14. The tentative date 
for the field project to be 
completed is Aug. 16.

See FLOOR, Page B4
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CELEBRITIES

Lady Gaga 
apologizes 
for R. Kelly 
collaboration

NEW YORK - Lady 
Gaga is sorry for her 2013 
duet with singer R. Kelly in 
the wake of sexual miscon­
duct allegations against the 

rapper, and 
she intends 
to remove the 
song from 
streaming 
services.

Posting 
on Twitter 
Wednesday, 
Gaga wrote 
she had col­
laborated 

with Kelly on “Do What U 
Want (With My Body)” dur­
ing a “dark time” in her life as 
a victim of sexual assault. She 
said she should have sought 
therapy or other help instead.

Gaga said she will not work 
with Kelly again.

Gaga wrote she’s sorry for 
her “poor judgment” when 
she was young and “for not 
speaking out sooner.”

Lifetime’s “Surviving R. 
Kelly” series, which aired this 
month, looks at the singer’s 
history and allegations that he 
has sexually abused women 
and girls. Kelly has denied 
wrongdoing.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Documentary 
puts attention 
on R. Kelly sex 
allegations

R. Kelly, one of the top­
selling recording artists of 
all time, has been dogged for 
years by allegations of sexual 
misconduct involving women 
and underage girls — accu­
sations he and his attorneys 
have long denied.

But an Illinois prosecutor’s 
plea for potential victims and 
witnesses to come forward 
and new protests have sparked 
hope among some advocates 
that the R&B star might face 
criminal charges.

“Please come forward. 
There’s nothing that can be 
done to investigate these al­
legations without cooperation 
between victims and wit­
nesses,” Cook County State’s 
Attorney Kim Foxx said 
Tuesday at a news conference 
in Chicago. “We cannot seek 
justice without you.”

Still, some legal experts 
and prosecutors say it may 
be difficult to bring charges. 
Accusers and witnesses would 
have to speak out, and even 
then, prosecutors could have a 
hard time winning a convic­
tion.

In recent days, Kelly has 
faced increased pressure from 
advocates who have protested 
outside of his Chicago studio 
and demanded that police 
investigate allegations against 
minors.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today’s
Birthdays

Former Canadian Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien is 85. 
Actor Mitchell Ryan is 85. 
Actor Felix Silla is 82. Movie 
director Joel Zwick is 77. 
Country singer Naomi Judd 
is 73. World Golf Hall of 
Famer Ben Crenshaw is 67. 
Singer Robert Earl Keen is 
63. Actress Phyllis Logan is 
63. Musician Vicki Peterson 
(The Bangles) is 61. Actress 
Kim Coles is 57. Actor Jason 
Connery is 56. Former child 
actress Dawn Lyn (TV: “My 
Three Sons”) is 56. Contem­
porary Christian musician 
Jim Bryson (MercyMe) is 51. 
Rock musician Tom Dumont 
(No Doubt) is 51. Movie 
director Malcolm D. Lee is 
49. Singer Mary J. Blige is 
48. Musician Tom Rowlands 
(The Chemical Brothers) is 
48. Actor Marc Blucas is 47. 
Actress Amanda Peet is 47. 
Actor Rockmond Dunbar 
is 46. Actress Aja Naomi 
King is 34. Actress Kristo- 
lyn Lloyd is 34. Reality TV 
star Jason Wahler is 32. Pop 
singer Cody Simpson is 22.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Lady Gaga
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Charges: Man fired shotgun, aimed at men
Z JH  across the valley

By The Daily Item staff and stringers

SEUNSGROVE

A Milton area man fired 
a shotgun and pointed it at 
two men trying to repossess 
a Kawasaki ATV, state police 
said.

Tpr. Nathan Wenzel 
charged David Beachel, 52, 
with two counts of terroristic 
threats, reckless endanger- 
ment and simple assault from 
the incident Jan. 2 at 374 
Strick Road.

Troopers arrived at the 
home after Kevin Johnston, 
37, and Jacob Tyson, 35, both 
of Millersburg, reported be­
ing threatened. The two work 
for Commonwealth Recovery 
Group.

While the men were at the 
home, Beachel left armed 
with a Mossberg 20-gauge 
shotgun and fired off one 
round, according to the 
charges.

He then pointed the gun at 
the men, told them to leave 
the property and verbally 
threatened them, police said. 
Johnston and Tyson left. 
Beachel fled before troopers 
arrived.

Troopers were able to 
make contact with Beachel at 
his home.

- KAREN BLACKLEDGE

Climate change 
science author 
to speak

A geologist and author 
who questions the science 
of climate change will be 
the guest speaker at Monday 
night’s Susquehanna Valley 
Conservatives meeting.

Gregory Wrightstone is au­
thor of the recently released 
book “Inconvenient Facts 
- the Science that A1 Gore 
Doesn’t Want You to Know.”

The book was the result 
of Wrightstone’s search for 
the truth amid the many al­
legations of climate catastro­
phe. He is an official com­

mentator for Newsmax TV, 
contributing writer for The 
Cornwall Alliance for the 
Stewardship of Creation and 
sits on the Advisory Board of 
the Heartland Institute.

His commentaries can 
be found on some of the 
most popular conserva­
tive websites, including the 
Daily Caller, Daily Wire, 
American Thinker and many 
others.

The meeting begins at 
7 p.m. at the Best Western 
Country Cupboard, in Kelley 
Township.

- RICK DANDES

Tractor-trailer 
driver cited for 
Route 15 crash

Buffalo Valley Regional 
Police issued a traffic cita­
tion against Karamjot Bhatti, 
27, of Ontario, Canada, for 
Tuesday morning’s tractor- 
trailer crash along Route 15 in 
East Buffalo Township. Union 
County.

Patrolman Mark Kuhns 
cited Bhatti for a driving on 
roadways laned for traffic 
violation. Police aren’t certain 
why the tractor-trailer Bhatti 
was driving drifted off the 
northbound lanes about 8:15 
a.m. near River Road. The 
vehicle crashed into a wooded 
area. Bhatti escaped injury.

Emergency responders re­
covered an estimated 185 gal­
lons of diesel fuel but another 
115 gallons was lost into the 
ground and a small stream, 
according to state Department 
of Environmental Protection.

- ERIC SCICCHITANO

Agricultural 
winter meeting 
will be Feb. 15

An agricultural winter 
meeting hosted by the Snyder 
County Conservation District 
with several partners will be 
held Feb. 15 at Christ Com­
munity United Methodist 
Church.

Presenters will include rep­
resentatives from the Penn­
sylvania Department of En­
vironmental Protection, Penn 
State and Penn State Exten­
sion discussing topics such 
as improving soil biology 
and crop productivity; pest 
management and preventing 
pesticide exposure.

The Conservation District 
has successfully applied in 
the past for pesticide, nutrient 
management and manure/ 
hauler broker credits from 
the state Department of Ag­
riculture.

Co-hosted by AgChoice 
Farm Credit, Hoover Tractor, 
Kantz and Steininger Com­
mittee, Mifflinburg Bank 
& Trust, Perdue AgriBusi- 
ness, RHP Law Group LLC, 
Seed Consultants, Inc., and 
Sunbury Motor Company, the 
meeting and luncheon will be 
held at the church located at 
3939 Park Road from 9 a.m. 
to 3:15 p.m.

The cost is $5 per person 
to be paid at the door.

For reservations or to 
request assistance in attend­
ing, call 570-837-3000 or 
email sccd@snydercd.org by 
Friday, Feb. 1.

- MARCIA MOORE

Hearing set for 
driver accused 
in fatal accident

The plea hearing for the 
82-year-old Sunbury man ac­
cused of killing Ron Clark is 
rescheduled for next month.

The hearing for Wayne 
Wetzel, which was scheduled 
for Monday, is now scheduled 
for 1:15 p.m. Feb. 11 in front 
of Northumberland County 
Judge Paige Rosini.

Wetzel is accused of killing 
Ron Clark, 71, of Northum­
berland. Clark was struck by 
a vehicle allegedly driven by 
Wetzel on Aug. 17 in front of 
the Northumberland Borough 
Police Station and municipal 
building at Orange and Sec­
ond streets. He later died on 
Aug. 25 from his injuries.

Wetzel is charged with two 
felony counts — homicide by 
vehicle and accident involving 
death/personal injury — as 
well as six summary counts 
(disregard of traffic lanes, du­
ties at a stop sign, fail to yield 
right of way for pedestrian, 
careless driving, failure to 
stop and give aid, and failure 
to report accident).

- JUSTIN STRAWSER

SUNBURY

Former officer 
appeals 
tampering case

A former Sunbury police 
officer found guilty last year 
of a misdemeanor count of 
conspiracy to tamper with 
evidence appealed her case to 
the state Superior Court.

A jury in March found 
Jamie Quinn guilty after state 
troopers said she instructed 
her son to deny viewing a 
sexually explicit image of 
a minor and to delete evi­
dence from the police-issued

cellphone she gave him to use 
for 45 days in 2016. She was 
sentenced in June to serve two 
years of probation, starting 
with 60 days of house arrest, 
and completion of 100 hours 
of community service within 
six months.

A post-sentence motion 
filed in Northumberland 
County Court was denied last 
month by Senior Judge Harold 
Woelfel. Quinn and defense 
attorney Tim Bowers then 
filed the appeal to the higher 
court.

Quinn was charged in June 
2017 and fired Aug. 28, after 
giving her police department- 
issued cellphone to her juve­
nile son in late 2016 without 
department permission. After 
a sexually explicit image of a 
17-year-old girl was found on 
it, Quinn instructed the teen 
to delete the photograph and 
deny seeing it, police allege.

- JUSTIN STRAWSER

Heroin overdose 
investigation 
continues

A suspected fatal heroin 
overdose that claimed the life 
of a 23-year old Sunbury man 
continues to be investigated.

Sunbury officer Brad Slack 
said circumstances around the 
New Year’s Day overdose that 
claimed the life of Dalton Zak 
are being investigated.

In an interview with The 
Daily Item, Zak’s family said 
they believe it was heroin, 
fentanyl or some combination 
of both that killed Zak.

Zak was found by his 
grandmother on New Year’s 
Day in the bathroom of her 
house.

Slack would not release 
details of the investigation 
and would only say it was 
“active.”

- FRANCIS SCARCELLA

Danville welcomes ‘guests’ for CSIU teacher training
CSIU, from Page A1

will allow her to pursue her two 
interests.

“I always wanted to be a 
teacher. I also always wanted 
to be a photographer,” said 
Morales, who holds a degree 
in photography from the Art 
Institute of Pittsburgh. “This 
way I get to do both.”

Being a mom, the schedule 
allows her flexibility, she said.
Jillian Zanoline, 34, of Ber­

wick, who holds a degree in 
speech pathology and audiol- 
ogy, is a stay-at-home mom.

“I’m ready to get back out 
into the workforce,” she said.
Ale Barben, of Mifflinburg, 

has experience substitute teach­
ing in southern Illinois, where 
she only needed a four-year 
degree but not a teaching de­
gree. Barben, 25, has a degree 
in criminal justice.

“I’m taking this so I could 
substitute in my home district,”

she said.
Eric Roberts, who helps 

coach soccer at Southern Co­
lumbia Area and teaches life 
skills at a summer camp, feels 
teaching would help him get to 
know his players as students.

At the training session on 
Thursday, Roberts, 25, of Nu- 
midia, said the training was as 
good as it could be.

“They kind of prepare you to 
learn on the fly,” he said. “It’s 
helping us prioritize. It’s defi­
nitely going to have a learning 
curve.”

“It’s good training, very in­
teractive,” Morales added.

CSIU Trainer Michael Lord 
on Thursday talked about the 
substitutes’ professional respon­
sibilities, schools’ daily routines 
and strategies for instruction 
and student behavior during a 
variety of sessions.

The trainees fanned out this 
morning to various Valley 
school districts and CSIU class­
rooms to observe. He told them

to look for staff-student ratio, 
interactions between students 
and the teacher, what strategies 
worked and how many students 
needed support or redirection, 
and how effective consequences 
were. They were scheduled to 
return this afternoon to discuss 
classroom management.

During one of the sessions on 
Thursday, Lord liked Zanoline’s 
observation that teachers should 
not look down on students but, 
instead, get down to their level.

Lord also offered some basic 
professional tips.

“Bring your driver’s license, 
try to get there kind of extra 
early, because you don't know 
what parking might be,” Lord 
said.

He said one time he sub­
stituted and the teacher later 
criticized him because he didn’t 
use her lesson plans. They were 
stacked under a pile of books, 
he said.

“Don’t be afraid to ask ques­
tions,” Lord said.

“Follow the teacher’s lesson 
plan as best you can,” he added. 
“The difference between ele­
mentary school, middle school 
and high school — you come 
to first grade, you’re teaching. 
You’re not going to have a free 
period all day.”

He said schools will not put 
substitutes in a position to see 
the subs fail.

“Always be positive and re­
spectful,” Lord noted.

After completing the train­
ing, candidates can apply for 
a day-to-day substitute teacher 
emergency permit with the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Education. The permit allows 
guest teachers to work as sub­
stitute teachers for CSIU edu­
cational programs and at Val­
ley school districts through the 
CSIU’s Central Susquehanna 
Regional Guest Teacher Con­
sortium.

Substitute teachers in Val­
ley schools are paid about $100 
per day.

Dropped 
needle led 
to heroin, 
handgun 
charges
NEEDLE, from Page A1

a firearm, was taken into 
custody on charges of ille­
gal possession of a firearm, 
carrying a loaded weapon, 
endangering the welfare 
of children, possession of 
heroin and drug parapher­
nalia, driving under suspen­
sion and in an unregistered 
vehicle, court records said.

He is being held in lieu of 
$50,000 cash bail at Snyder 
County Prison pending a 
preliminary hearing before 
District Judge John H. Reed 
in Selinsgrove.

Assisting Shamokin Dam 
police were Selinsgrove bor­
ough police and state police 
at Selinsgrove.

LOTTERYPOLICE
The Daily Item collects and 

publishes police reports as a 
public service to its readers. 
The reports often contain 
police allegations against 
individuals. All people named 
in connection with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

INSPECTIONS
Restaurants are inspected 

throughout the year by state 
and local agents. Inspection re­
ports are submitted to the state, 
and can be viewed online at 
http://EatSafePa.com under 
“Food Safety Inspection Re­
ports.”

■ PENNSYLVANIA

Pick 2 Day 8-1, Wild 9

Pick 2 Evening 9-7, Wild 8

Pick 3 Day 5-2-4 Wild 9

Pick 3 Evening 0-6-4 Wild 8

Pick 4 Day 7-9-6-7 Wild 9

Pick 4 Evening 7-9-6-3 Wild: 8 

Pick 5 Day 7-5-1-4-2, Wild: 9 

Pick 5 Evening 3-9-5-2-5 W:8 

Cash 5 02-06-29-30-35

Treasure Hunt 14-15-17-25-29 

Match 6 02-10-11-20-33-43

Cash 4 Life 05-44-45-47-54

Cash Ball: 3

■ CASH 5 PAYOUTS

Four numbers $299.50

Three numbers $12.50

Two numbers $1
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