
Tuesday, October 8, 2019 Greetings, Corene Tompkins. Thank you for being a loyal customer

More from 
Heritage Days
See page 2.

Milton 
boys soccer 
falls to 
Midd-West. 
See page 12.

www.standard-journal.com Today: 66° | 46°  Partly sunny HOME DELIVERY STILL ONLY 50¢ NEWSSTAND 75¢

Also inside...
Penn State receives multi-mil-

lion-dollar grant to combat spotted 

lanternfly. See page 4.

Index
Local ........................................................ 2,3,6
Obituaries/Local/Lottery .................. 4,5
Law and Order .............................................7
Opinion ...........................................................8
Sports .................................................12,13,14
Puzzles ......................................................... 17
Advice/Comics ..................................... 18,19
Classified ............................................... 20,21

Daily Thought
“Don’t let yesterday use up too 
much of today.” — Will Rogers, 
American humorist (1879-1935).
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160 Hafer Road

Lewisburg, PA 17837

(570) 523-1248
www.lewisburgbuilders.com
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WATSONTOWN — 
One-hundred-fi fty students 
in Watsontown are learning 
potential life-saving lessons 
this week as part of  the 
activities surrounding the 
national Fire Prevention 
Week.

Dressed in his turnout 
gear, Washingtonville Volun-
teer Fire Company Assistant 
Chief  Jim Roberts sat in 
a classroom at the Central 
Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit’s (CSIU) Watsontown 
Children’s Center Monday 
morning, and shared with 
the students the importance 
of  not being alarmed if  they 
encounter a fi refi ghter in an 
emergency situation.

Roberts’ wife, Jessica 
Roberts, is a teacher at the 
center. Throughout the day, 
she said her husband would 
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LEWISBURG — Congress-
man Fred Keller (R-Pa. 12) 
believes there’s a lack of  
transparency in the current 
impeachment inquiry being 
carried out surrounding 
President Donald Trump’s 
contact with Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky 
and allegations Trump had 
aid to the nation withheld 
while asking the Ukrainians 
to investigate Hunter Biden’s 
business dealings in the 
country.

Keller was the guest 

DANVILLE (AP) — A 
Pennsylvania hospital is rac-
ing to determine the source 
of  a waterborne germ that 
appears to have infected at 
least eight infants in the 

neonatal intensive care unit, 
three of  whom have died, 
offi cials said Monday.

Geisinger Medical Center 

Geisinger seeking source 
of bacteria blamed for 
death of 3 preemies

Keller calls for 
transparency in 
impeachment 
inquiry
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Congressman Fred Keller 
called for a transparent 
impeachment inquiry during 
his remarks Monday to the 
Susquehanna Valley 
Conservatives.Keller, Page A6

Geisinger, Page A6

Fire prevention: Life-saving lessons
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Jim Roberts, an assistant chief with the Washingtonville 
Fire Company, displayed a smoke alarm during a presenta-
tion Monday at CSIU’s Watsontown Children’s Center. 
Students and staff looking on included, from left, Kaia Cole, 
Amanda Egemonu, Blaine Rupert and Dale Keister.
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MILTON — A local man-
ufacturer will be expanding 
into a property in the Milton 
Industrial Park which has 
been vacant for more than a 
decade.

Tea Jay Aikey, president 
and CEO of  the Central PA 
Chamber of  Commerce, 
confi rmed that a local man-
ufacturer has purchased the 
former Crest Homes proper-
ty and plans to repurpose it.

A recent deed transfer fi led 
in Northumberland County 
stated Forevergreen Inc. and 
Ruby Realty Inc. sold a prop-
erty in Milton to Milton Real 
Estate Holdings LLC for $3.5 

Local 
manufacturer 
purchases 
former Crest 
Home property
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WATSONTOWN — The 
efforts members of  Dela-
ware Run Wesleyan Church 
put forth during a recent 

renovation of  the church 
sanctuary are a refl ection of  
the spirit which has kept the 
church growing strong for 
100 years.

A 100th anniversary 
celebration will be held 
at 10 a.m. Sunday at the 
church.

Dr. Karl Eastlack, district 

Prevention, Page A3

Purchase, Page A3

Church celebrating a century
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From left, Delaware Run Wesleyan Church Senior Pastor 
Mike Reece and Assistant Pastor Jane Johnson stand at 
the church pulpit. The church is celebrating 100 years.

Celebration 
planned for 
Sunday

Century, Page A3
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superintendent of  the North-
east District of  the Wesleyan 
Church, will be the keynote 
speaker. A fellowship lun-
cheon will follow.

The evening prior to the 
service, an ice cream social 
will be held at 6 p.m. Satur-
day at the church.

“That’s for folks who have 
had connections to our 
church,” Senior Pastor Mike 
Reece said, of  the social.

The Sunday service will 
focus on reflections of  the 
past and maintaining a 
vision for the future.

Reece, who began serving 
as the senior pastor on July 
4, 1994, said the church has 
a rich history which was 
largely created by its dedi-
cated members.

The first version of  the 
church was constructed near 
its present location, at 5570 
Musser Lane, Watsontown.

According to information 
provided by the church, the 
land was purchased from 
Mrs. William Reynolds for 
$1.

A dedication for the first 
church building, called 
Apostolic Holiness, was held 
April 27, 1919.

Information provided by 
the church said members 
“worked with much harmo-
ny and prayer” to complete 
the construction, in tem-
peratures which reached -8 
degrees.

“The church was complete 
with a cost of  $5 for labor,” 
the information said. “The 
cost included the building of  
the chimney and the engrav-
ing of  the cornerstone.”

Reece said the giving 
spirit of  the congregation 
which prevailed in 1919 has 
remained for the past 100 
years.

As the church continued 
to grow, a new building was 

constructed and dedicated 
in September 1951. A portion 
of  that building is still used 
today, though it has seen 
additions and renovations.

The name of  the church 
has also evolved over the 
years. In 1968, it was changed 
to the Pilgrim Holiness 
Church of  Delaware Run 
to Delaware Run Wesleyan 
Church.

Information provided by 
the church said the ground-
breaking for a building ren-
ovation and expansion was 
held July 20, 1975.

The new church building, 
which incorporated a por-
tion of  what was built in 
1951, was dedicated on Oct. 
31, 1976.

In 2002, Reece said a 
$354,000 family life center 
was built.

He pointed to the construc-
tion of  the center as one of  
his most significant memo-
ries of  his years in ministry 
at the church.

“It had been discussed 
and planned... for 28 years,” 
Reece said, of  the center. 
“We were at the point where 
we said ‘if  we don’t get this 
done, we won’t get it done for 
a generation.”

The facility includes a 
library, conference rooms 
and a large kitchen area.

Reece said the facility has 
“opened up a plethora” of  
new ministry opportunities 
for the church.

“AYSO used it for indoor 
soccer,” he said, of  the facili-
ty. “We had basketball events 
in there... we have youth 
events in there, our vacation 
Bible school.”

For the past six weeks, the 
church has held its Sunday 
services in the family life 
center as some much-needed 
renovations have been tak-
ing place in the sanctuary.

“The inside of  the sanctu-
ary had not been remodeled 

since it was built in 1976,” 
Reece said. “We redid the 
entire interior of  the sanc-
tuary.”

The work included paint-
ing, replacing the pew 
cushions and installing new 
carpet.

The first service inside of  
the remodeled sanctuary 
was held this past Sunday 
and featured a performance 
by True Heart.

A significant portion of  
the work inside the church 
was done by members.

“We did a lot of  the man-
ual labor ourselves,” Reece 
said. “The carpeting was 
done by Reed’s Flooring... 
The pews were reuphol-
stered by B & W Upholstery.”

Work completed by con-
gregation members included 
removing all of  the pews 
from the floor so the carpet 
could be installed.

“It was a major under-
taking,” Reece said. “The 
congregation came together. 
That’s been the history of  
the church.”

Throughout the past 100 
years, he said the church 
has been focused on serving 
the community. He said the 
theme of  the church has 
been “not just a church, but 
a family.”

“We have members of  the 
church whose grandmother 
was the one who sold the 
land,” Reece said. “That’s 
the history of  the church. Its 
connection to the communi-
ty has kept it as strong as it 
is.”

Reece also noted that he 
and his wife, Bert, have 
watched their daughters 
grow up in the church. Both 
were in school when Reece 
answered the call to serve as 
senior pastor.

The two, Lynette Wallace 
and Danelle Cressinger, are 
now involved in ministry at 
the church, along with their 
families.

Among his many fond 
memories of  the Delaware 
Run Wesleyan Church, 
Reece said he was particu-
larly proud when his daugh-
ter’s band — the Danelle 
Cressinger Band — first per-
formed there. He noted that 
the band is known regional-
ly for its Christian music.

Looking to the future, 
Reece said congregation 
members will be focused on 
spiritually “reproducing our 
life in Christ in the life of  
other people.”

For more information the 
church, visit www.delaware-
runwesleyan.org.

Staff writer Kevin Mertz can be 

reached at 570-742-9671 or email 

kevin@standard-journal.com.
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be speaking to 150 students 
enrolled in the center’s 
Pre-K Counts, Head Start, 
Early Intervention and 
5-Star programs.

“This is so kids know not 
to be afraid of  firefighters,” 
she said. “They should go to 
them and not run away from 
them.”

In conjunction with Fire 
Prevention Week, Jessica 
said students at the center 
will be learning various 
safety lessons throughout 
the week.

Those lessons will include 
learning how to escape dan-
gerous situation and lessons 
on which electric items are 
safe to touch.

“We will work with them 
on who the safe helpers in 
our community are,” Jessica 
added.

Both she and Jim noted 
that the students generally 
enjoy the fire prevention 
lessons.

“The kids really get excit-
ed about it,” Jessica said. 
“We have a couple that are 
unsure, scared. “Those are 
the kids we want to target.”

“I’m coming in, giving 
a verbal presentation, let-
ting (the kids) see some of  
the equipment,” Jim said. 
“Although there’s a lot of  
scary equipment, don’t be 

scared. We are just a normal 
person on the inside.”

In addition to showing the 
equipment worn by firefight-
ers, he talked to the children 
about the many things vol-
unteer firefighters do.

“Just the other day, I had 
to help carry a guy out of  a 
creek,” Jim said, to the chil-
dren.

He explained that the man 
was involved in an automo-
bile crash, which firefighters 
also respond to.

“We come in the big shiny 
trucks with the flashing 
lights,” Jim said, to the chil-
dren. “That’s just to carry all 
the equipment... Don’t run 
from (firefighters). They’re 
there to help you.”

In addition to the lessons 
being taught this week, 
Jessica said fire prevention 
activities will continue 
throughout the month.

On Oct. 25, volunteers with 
the Warrior Run Area Fire 
Department will bring their 
trucks to the center for the 
children to check out.

In addition to the fire 
department, Jessica said 
other organizations which 
work in the community will 
be invited to bring their 
vehicles for the children to 
get an up-close look at.

Staff writer Kevin Mertz can be 

reached at 570-742-9671 or email 

kevin@standard-journal.com.
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Students at the Watsontown Children’s Center received a 
fire-safety lessons from Washingtonville Fire Company 
Assistant Chief Jim Roberts, right. 

million.
Aikey said an announce-

ment will be made “in the 
next few weeks” regarding 
the exact plans for the prop-
erty.

The former Crest Homes 
site was one of  two prop-
erties, totaling 13.03 acres, 
owned by Forevergreen Inc. 
which received Keystone 
Opportunity Zone (KOZ) sta-
tus beginning in 2019.

Just under 200 acres in 
Milton, owned by five differ-
ent entities, received KOZ 
status. Those sites will not be 
charged property taxes for a 
10-year period.

KOZ status is targeted at 
undeveloped or underdevel-
oped properties in order to 
spur business growth.

“We have been working 
on the land sale for that par-
ticular site for the last few 
months,” Aikey said, of  the 
former Crest Homes site.

“There are a lot of  hoops 
and a lot of  things that need-

ed to occur,” she continued. 
“This is going to mean a 
whole lot for this region... 
The people currently work-
ing under this manufacturer 
are under a lot of  con-
straints, it’s bursting at its 
seams.”

She said the manufacturer 
will be adding jobs, although 
she didn’t know how many.

During a Milton borough 
council meeting held ear-
lier this summer, borough 
Manager Jessie Novinger 
said a local company that 
may create 30 to 40 new jobs 
was looking to purchase the 
property.

Aikey confirmed that the 
former Crest Homes site 
isn’t the only property grant-
ed KOZ status which will be 
under new ownership.

She said the Milton Area 
Industrial Development 
Association’s (MAIDA) 
remaining four parcels of  
KOZ land — which total 59.43 
acres — are now under a 
sales agreement.

She noted that there are 
some restrictions in place on 
what can be done with the 
land.

“The individual (pur-
chasing the land) is very 
creative,” Aikey said. “There 
might be some perks on 
how to use it to their advan-
tage. They have quite a few 
existing companies in the 
region.”

Previously, Aikey said 
some property expansions 
require a business to have 
a certain amount of  green 
space. However, she said the 
space does not have to be 
next to the property that’s 
being developed.

Once the land sale is com-
plete, Aikey said MAIDA 
— which is an arm of  the 
chamber — will no longer 
have any land available for 
purchase.

The chamber spearheaded 
the filing of  the application 
for the properties which 
were granted KOZ status in 
Milton, beginning this year. 

Properties approved were: 
Lower Market Street Hold-
ings LP (Staiman Brothers), 
15.601 acres at 230 L. Market 
St.; Lower Market Street 
Holdings LP (Staiman Broth-
ers), 10.373 acres on Indus-
trial Park Road; Pinpoint 
Federal Credit Union, 1.63 
acres at 250 Mahoning St.; 
MAIDA, five different prop-
erties totaling 145.734 acres, 
on Marsh Road; and Forev-
ergreen Inc., two properties 
totaling 13.03 acres on North 
Industrial Park Road.

After the KOZ status was 
granted, MAIDA sold 86 
acres of  its land to Marsh 
Road Real Estate, a company 
affiliated with Watsontown 
Trucking and Patton Ware-
housing which announced 
plans to invest $10 million to 
build two warehouses on the 
property.

Staff writer Kevin Mertz can be 

reached at 570-742-9671 or email 
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