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Local
Fund 
will help 
couple
FUND, from Page B1

Barbara Tamke in memory of 
Lisa Ragerd, of Lewisburg; $60 
from Gary and Joyce Klinger, 
of Selinsgrove; $50 from Shir­
ley Dagle, of Selinsgrove; $25 
from Jacob Gass, of Sunbury; 
$50 from Ron and Judy Robbins 
in memory of their grandson 
David, of Milton; $100 from 
Donald and Tammy Hiller, of 
Lewisburg; and $205.12 from 
Dennis and Mary Lyons. There 
were also $300 in anonymous 
donations.

Donors can make checks 
payable to The Needy Family 
Fund and mail or drop them 
off to any location of the pro­
gram co-sponsor Mifflinburg 
Bank & Trust. Donors can also 
mail a check to the bank at 250 
E. Chestnut St., Mifflinburg, 
Pa., 17844, or donate online at 
https://www.mbtc.com/donate- 
to-the-needy-family-fund.

Franklin
appeals
murder
conviction
APPEALS, from Page B1

Franklin was found guilty by 
a Columbia County jury in De­
cember 2018. Sanutti-Spencer 
was found guilty in 2015.

Ulmer claims investigators 
say Spencer was killed on July 
1, 2012, and that his body was 
discovered on July 3 but that 
there was still “wet blood” on 
Spencer’s shorts when his body 
was found by a friend of Spen­
cer’s.

Ulmer claims in the appeal 
that investigators, against proto­
col, removed Spencer's shorts at 
the scene of the crime.

Ulmer claims Franklin should 
have been granted a change of 
venue, or venire, because of the 
national attention and that an 
outburst after the verdict was 
read reinforces that notion.

Ulmer says the court also 
ignored that 100 pieces of evi­
dence tested did not link Frank­
lin to the murder.

In November, Franklin ap­
peared on national television 
claiming his innocence and said 
he watched an episode about the 
Spencer killing on “48 Hours” 
on CBS and that he “didn’t hate 
it.”

Franklin was interviewed for 
the episode.

A Superior Court judge will 
rule on Franklin’s appeal for a 
new trial.

MILLMONT

PETA sending coal gifts to Valley club
PETA officials are giving 

the Union County Sports­
men’s Club an early Christ­
mas gift — 10 bags of coal.

The club will receive the 
10-pound bags of coal which 
will represent one for every 
year that Dillan — a morbidly 
obese, arthritic Asiatic black 
bear with severe dental dis­
ease — has spent at the road­
side zoo, according to PETA 
spokesperson David Perle.

PETA has repeatedly of­
fered to cover all costs to 
transfer the bear to an accred­
ited sanctuary, but the club 
has refused, Perle said.

The issues between PETA 
and the club began over the 
summer when PETA was 
notified about Dillian, Brit­
tany Peet, PETA Director of 
Captive Animal Law Enforce­
ment, said.

“As families celebrate the 
holidays, Dillan will be in his 
cramped, concrete-floored 
cage as always, rocking back 
and forth in misery,” Peet 
said. “PETA is calling on the 
Union County Sportsmen’s 
Club to do the right thing this 
Christmas and send Dillan 
to an accredited sanctuary, 
where he can have some 
peace on Earth at last.”

Officials from the Union 
County Sportsmen Club did 
not return a call seeking com­
ment.

- FRANCIS SCARCELLA

CARLISLE

GIANT Food 
Stores 
customers 
donate $814K

GIANT Food Stores 
customers donated a record- 
breaking $814,223 dur­
ing the company’s recent 
Candles for Kids fundraising 
campaign for local Chil­
dren’s Miracle Network 
(CMN) Hospitals. The an­
nual campaign took place in 
more than 180 GIANT and 
MARTIN’S Food Markets 
locations from Nov. 10 to 
Nov. 23.

Funds from the Candles 
for Kids fundraising cam­
paign benefit Geisinger Janet 
Weis Children’s Hospital 
in Danville, as well as The 
Children’s Hospital of Phila­
delphia; Penn State Chil­
dren’s Hospital in Hershey; 
Children’s National Medi­
cal Center in Washington, 
D.C.; University of Virginia 
Children’s Hospital in Char­
lottesville, Virginia; WVU 
Medicine Children’s Hospi­
tal, in West Virginia; Johns 
Hopkins Children’s Center
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in Baltimore, and Pittsburgh 
Children’s Hospital.
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EXCHANGE

Supervisors set 
rules for public 
comment at 
meetings

The Anthony Township 
supervisors have adopted a 
policy for public comment at 
regular meetings, work ses­
sions and special meetings.

To address all issues on an 
agenda, a period of public 
comment will be held at each 
meeting before each official 
action is taken by the board.

A public comment period on 
non-agenda items will be held 
at the end of the meeting, ac­
cording to the policy approved 
Dec. 4.

Public comment will only 
be accepted by residents and 
taxpayers of the township with 
comments limited to township 
matters of concern, official 
action or deliberation.

The public is encouraged 
to contact township secretary 
Penny Rishel at least 48 hours 
before a meeting to have an 
issue formally placed on the 
agenda to better allow the 
board to handle it on the same 
evening it is initially raised.

Each speaker should provide 
his or her name and if re­
quested, an address.

Each speaker will be al­
lowed 3 minutes.

The total time for public 
comment at each meeting will 
be 15 minutes.

Personal attacks on board 
members, township staff, other 
speakers or members of the 
public will not be tolerated, ac­
cording to the policy. Speakers 
must address all comments to 
the board and not to individu­
als. All speakers shall conduct 
themselves with dignity and 
any speaker displaying unruly 
behavior will not be afforded 
the 3-minute comment period. 
Any person continuing unruly 
behavior will be asked to 
leave, the policy states.

The supervisors have discre­
tion to increase any of the 
time limits in the policy and 
if there isn’t enough time for 
public comment at a meeting, 
the board may defer public 
comment to a meeting before 
the next regular meeting, work 
session or special meeting or 
until the next regular meeting,

work session or special meet­
ing, according to the policy.

- KAREN BLACKLEDGE

HARRISBURG

Mega Millions 
jackpot hits $340 
million, most 
since June 7

Friday night’s Mega Mil­
lions lottery jackpot has 
soared to $340 million, since 
no ticket matched the six num­
bers drawn on Tuesday night.

This Friday the 13th could 
be a lucky day for a player — 
six Mega Millions jackpots 
have been won on Friday the 
13th.

The current Mega Millions 
jackpot is the biggest in the 
game since June 7, when a 
$530 million jackpot was won 
by a single ticket in Califor­
nia. Friday night’s 11 p.m. 
draw will be on the 23rd since 
the last time the jackpot was 
won. Sept. 24, when a ticket 
sold in Texas won $227 mil­
lion jackpot.

LEWISBURG

YMCA at Miller 
Center to hold 
ribbon-cutting 
Monday

A ribbon-cutting recogniz­
ing the joint venture creating 
The Lewisburg YMCA at the 
Miller Center will be held at 10 
a.m. Monday inside the recre­
ation center at 120 Hardwood 
Drive.

The Miller Center for Rec­
reation Wellness is transition­
ing into a YMCA property as 
part of a partnership between 
Evangelical Community Hos­
pital, Geisinger and the Greater 
Susquehanna Valley YMCA.

A grand re-opening is in the 
works for early 2020 but Mon­
day’s event marks the official 
start of The Lewisburg YMCA 
at the Miller Center.

- ERIC SCICCHITANO

SELINSGROVE

Police: Former 
worker stole, 
sold copper 
tubing

A former LB Water Inc. 
employee is accused of steal­

ing hundreds of pounds of 
copper tubing from the High 
Street company and selling it 
for profit.

Benjamin T. Ferry, 27, of 
Selinsgrove, is being held in 
lieu of $75,000 cash at Snyder 
County Prison on charges he 
broke into the 550 S. High 
St. company on at least two 
occasions in November, stole 
copper tubing and sold it for 
more than $1,500 to Atlas 
Metals in Liverpool, Selins­
grove borough police said.

Surveillance video at the 
company led police to Ferry, 
a former LB Water Inc. em­

ployee who was familiar with 
the gate and security, court 
records said.

The investigation found a 
pattern of thefts of copper 
tubing from LB Water Inc. 
during a 60-day period. Po­
lice said they are waiting for 
Atlas Metals to provide a full 
report regarding purchases 
involving Ferry, court records 
said.

Ferry is being held on 
felony burglary and criminal 
trespass and misdemeanor 
theft and receiving stolen 
property charges.

- MARCIA MOORE

2,000 tree cuttings planted at Susquehanna University environmental center
TREE, from Page B1

nator for the Chesapeake Con­
servancy.

The process of planting the 
branches cut from trees grown 
in wet areas, including dog­
wood, spicebush and winter- 
berry holly, appeared fairly 
simple. The 18-inch branches 
were cut at an angle and driven 
into the ground on a one-half 
acre area at the research center

CORRECTIONS

It is the policy of The Daily 
Item to correct factual errors 
in news stories and photo 
captions. We invite readers to 
call the newsroom, (570) 286- 
5671, Ext. 350, from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, or write to Editor, Box 
607, 200 Market St., Sunbury, 
PA 17801

FOOD
INSPECTIONS

Restaurants are inspected 
throughout the year by state 
and local agents. Inspection 
reports are submitted to the 
state, and can be viewed on­
line by visiting the website: 
http://EatSafePa.com and 
clicking on “Food Safety In­
spection Reports.”

off Sassafras Street.
“This will be a future harvest 

ground” for about 20 of Susque­
hanna’s partners that include 
the Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and Natural 
Resources (DCNR) and Snyder 
County Conservation District 
and provide research opportu­
nities, Gemberling said.

Jeff Osborne, a DCNR ser-

vice forester, said the tree cut­
tings that will be available at 
the site will help cut costs and 
labor since most of the cuttings 
the agency now uses is from 
private landowners.

“We may have to spend a 
couple of hours looking on the 
property,” he said.

Snyder County received a 
$50,000 state grant in 2017 and

kicked in $30,000 more in the 
effort to protect local streams 
by creating buffers on 10 acres 
of land. It will use the cuttings 
grown at SU’s site to create 
many of those buffers, said 
Jason Winey, manager of the 
county’s conservation district.

The partnership is helping 
the county meet requirements 
to protect the Chesapeake Bay,

said Snyder County Commis­
sioner Joe Kantz.

Creating healthy streams is 
an environmental benefit that 
Kantz said he’s seen first-hand 
since planting trees on his farm- 
land where he raises cattle.

“I’ve seen the difference in 
our pasture,” he said, describing 
his land as wet and soggy be­
fore the tree-planting and now

healthy for cow-grazing.
Gemberling said live-stake 

planting is easy enough that 
“anyone can do it. It’s a cheap 
and effective way to get vegeta­
tion out there.”

Kantz encourages farmers 
and private landowners to plant 
trees. Cuttings may be provided 
by the conservation office, he 
said.

LOTTERY

■ PENNSYLVANIA Pick 4 Day 5-0-9-7 W: 7 Treasure Hunt 5-7-11-20-23 Numbers 24-29-42-44-63 Four numbers $233

Pick 2 Day 7-1 W:7 Pick 4 Evening 9-9-5-6 W:9 Match 6 8-13-22-28-39-48 Powerball 10 Three numbers $10.50
Pick 2 Evening 0-6 W:9 Pick 5 Day 3-0-5-1-1 W:7 Cash4Life 3-8-11-30-48 Powerplay 4 Two numbers $1

Pick 3 Day 2-3-6 W:7 Pick 5 Evening 3-3-1-4-0 W: 9 Cash Ball 01 ■ CASH 5 PAYOUTS

Pick 3 Evening 5-3-1 W:9 Cash 5 7-20-25-29-31 ■ POWERBALL Today’s Jackpot: $200,000
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Pedro Rivera, PA Secretary of Education, cen­
ter, met with CSIU leaders and regional school 
superintendents.

Pa. education secretary puts 
focus on programs during visit

In a visit with Valley 
school superintendents on 
Wednesday, state Secre­
tary of Education Pedro 
Rivera stressed career 
readiness programs for 
students across the state.

In a meeting at the 
Central Susquehanna 
Intermediate Unit (CSIU), 
Rivera emphasized 
partnerships between 
schools and workforce 
stakeholders; opportuni­
ties for teachers to visit 
local employers in labor 
and industry to foster such 
partnerships; aligned K-12 
school guidance plans that 
develop career readiness 
and employability skills 
in students, and career 
and technical centers and 
courses which provide 
hands-on learning experi­
ences and support career 
pathways.

Valley school dis­
tricts have partnered with 
the CSIU for two years in

Teacher in the Workplace 
partnerships with local 
businesses and chambers 
of commerce to develop 
work-ready students, ac­
cording to the CSIU.

Rivera also highlighted 
funding that included a 
$1.4 billion increase in 
education funding from 
pre-K through college; a 
doubling of pre-K funding, 
increasing the number of 
attending toddlers by 74 
percent; and investment in 
PA’s community colleges 
and State System of Higher 
Education. Health and 
safety initiatives including 
school breakfast programs, 
school safety and security 
task forces and opportuni­
ties for school leaders to 
receive professional devel­
opment around poverty, 
equity and mental health 
issues impacting schools 
and communities were all 
discussed.

- THE DAILY ITEM


