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£Hamilton’ actor visits SU
Broadway star tells audience 
£your passion is your compass’
By Joe Sylvester
jsylvester@dailyitem.com

SELTNSGROVE - Bryan 
Terrell Clark said the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King lived for 
his dream, spoke about his 
dream and learned to live out 
his dream to break out of the 
“matrix system” that was de­
cided before he was born.

Clark, an actor and singer- 
songwriter who recently ap­
peared as George Washington 
in Broadway’s Tony Award- 
winning musical “Hamilton,” 
spoke about, “Finding Your 
Purpose: From Baltimore to 
Broadway’s ‘Hamilton,’” at 
Susquehanna University’s De- 
genstein Center Theater on

Tuesday night.
“Life is just a journey, your 

passion is the compass,” he told 
the audience of more than 300.

He told the students to follow 
their passion because that leads 
to purpose.

Clark, who mixed lessons 
with stories about skipping col­
lege classes in Maryland to go 
to auditions in New York City 
and growing up with a mother 
who pushed education and a 
distant, drug-dealer father, said 
both parents shaped who he is.

He said his father, who went 
into rehab 22 times over two 
decades, taught him resilience, 
though he didn’t realize that 
until later in life.

Clark also performed a song 
from “Hamilton” called “Right 
Hand Man.”

He presented two challenges 
to his audience: “For two weeks, 
realize you are responsible for 
your own happiness.”

He said most people are un-

See ACTOR, Page B4
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Susquehanna University senior Emily Fowler, 22, of 
the Philadelphia area, hands Bryan Terrell Clark a 
handmade card. It read, “You deserve happiness.”

Council 
seeking 
applicants 
for vacant 
position
By Eric Scicchitano
escicchitano@dailyitem.com

LEWISBURG - Borough council 
needs an eighth member to fill a va­
cancy and it’s turning to residents in 
Ward I to volunteer.

At Tuesday’s monthly meeting, 
council members accepted the resig­
nation of former member Sue Mahon, 
who announced earlier this month she 
would step down for personal reasons.

Mahon’s term expires Dec. 31,2021. 
She served Ward I. Her successor must 
also live in that ward. Council consists 
of two members from each of the bor­
ough’s four wards.

According to Solicitor Andrew Ly­
ons, the council has 30 days from the 
effective date of Mahon’s resignation, 
Jan. 21, to fill the vacancy. If it can’t, 
the borough’s vacancy board has an 
additional 30 days to make the ap­
pointment. The last resort would be an 
appointment by the county court, an 
unlikely scenario, Lyons said.

The vacancy will be advertised on 
the borough's website at www.lewis- 
burgborough.org and on the borough's 
Facebook page. Councilmember Debra 
Sulai urged the digital announcement. 
Borough Manager William Lowthert 
suggested an additional approach.

“The best way to do it is for you 
as elected officials to talk to people 
in that ward who you think would

See VACANT, Page B2

County hires 
Lewisburg 
woman to be 
chief clerk
By Eric Scicchitano
escicchitano@dailyitem.com

LEWISBURG - Union County 
Commissioners ended a three-month 
search Tuesday with the hiring of a 
Lewisburg resident and Penn State 
University employee to become the 
county’s next chief clerk and admin­
istrator.

Sue Greene accepted the position 
and will begin work Feb. 10. She was 
selected from a pool of 68 candidates 
across Pennsylvania and beyond. The 
first 40 candidates applied during what 
ultimately was deemed a failed search. 
Another 28 applicants sought the posi­
tion in a second search.

“I’m excited about the Union County 
Commissioners giving me this oppor­
tunity. In my experience, I’m a firm 
believer it takes a village, working 
together, appreciating the strengths 
of the people around you, having a 
willingness to learn and understanding 
the mission,” Greene said.

Greene succeeds the late Diana 
Robinson, who served in the role ap­
proximately 40 years up until her death 
last July. Shawn McLaughlin, planning

STEM LESSONS

Shikellamy class builds 
computers, learns coding

Francis Scarcella/The Daily Item

Shikellamy Middle School 6th-graders Kingston Jordan and Lilina Carr, both 11, work on the computer they built 
while teacher Brandy Fessler and Superintendent Jason Bendle look on.

6th-graders experiment with engineering
By Francis Scarcella

fscarcella@dailyitem.com

NORTHUMBERLAND - 
Building a computer and writing 
its code is easy. Just ask the sixth- 
graders at Shikellamy Middle 
School who have been building 
computers for several weeks.

In November, teachers Kris 
DeRemer and Brandy Fessler 
spent the day at the CSIU Com­
puter Science workshop. There, 
they received kits to show stu­
dents how to build a computer.

“The students in my coding 
class used engineering blueprints, 
tools, and a lot of problem-solv- 
ing to construct fully-functional 
computers over several class pe­
riods,” Fessler said. “Following 
assembly, the students learned 
the circuitry and electronic skills 
necessary to create controllers, 
interact with, and manipulate the

CLASS ACTS
computer. Currently, the students 
are coding games and program­
ming electronics on the comput­
ers that they built.”

The program consisted of in­
terpreting an engineering blue­
print with diagrams to build 
a fully functional computer, 
connect circuits. Students had 
to solve challenges to create 
physical devices using simula­
tion, complete projects and learn 
coding principles in block-based 
language, learn to transition from 
block-based to text-based pro­
gramming and explore compu­
tational thinking practices by 
completing prompts, creating 
code, or debugging and remix­
ing, Fessler said.

See CLASS, Page B2
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A Shikellamy Middle School student displayed one of 
the computers built during the program.

See CLERK, Page B4
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Local

Ozzy
Osbourne

CELEBRITIES

Ozzy Osbourne 
reveals he’s 
been diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s

NEW YORK - Rocker 
Ozzy Osbourne says that 
he’s been diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease, a nervous 
system disorder that affects 
movement.

The 71-year-old Grammy 
winner and former vocalist 

for the metal 
band Black 
Sabbath said 
during an 
interview on 
“Good Morn­
ing America” 
that aired 
Tuesday that 
the diagnosis 
came after a 
fall last year.

Osbourne 
had to cancel tour dates last 
year due to health troubles. 
Osbourne said he really wants 
to get well and get back to 
performing because he misses 
his fans.

His wife, Sharon Os­
bourne, told GMA that the 
diagnosis “was not a death 
sentence by any stretch of the 
imagination,” but he had good 
days and bad days.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Pamela
Anderson, Jon 
Peters tie the 
knot in Malibu

MALIBU, Calif. - Pa­
mela Anderson has married 
movie producer Jon Peters.

Anderson and Peters mar­
ried Monday in a private cere­
mony in Malibu, California, a 

representative
>\\%

Pamela
Anderson

Jon Peters

for Anderson 
said Tuesday.

It’s the 
fifth mar­
riage for both 
the 52-year- 
old model- 
actress and 
the 74-year- 
old film 
producer, 
who recently 

reunited after 
first dating 
more than 30 
years ago.

Anderson’s 
husbands 
have included 
rocker 
Tommy Lee 
and rapper 
Kid Rock. 

Peters’ former wives include 
actress Lesley Ann Warren, 
and he was once in a long and 
high-profile relationship with 
Barbra Streisand.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Will Smith goes 
undercover 
as a Lyft driver 
in Florida

MIAMI — Four Florida 
passengers were in for a shock 
when actor Will Smith an­
swered their Lyft call and gave 
them a ride around town.

The actor was in Miami
promoting his 
new movie, 
“Bad Boys 
for Life,” over 
the weekend. 
He picked up 
four riders 
in a 2020 
Porsche 
Taycan, 
occasionally 
getting into 

the attitude of his movie char­
acter detective Mike Lowry 
and encouraging passengers to 
do their best Bad Boys imita­
tion as his partner in crime.

Smith made one of his 
passengers FaceTime with his 
girlfriend during the trip after 
the man said his girlfriend 
watched the original movie 
weekly.

Smith had another passenger 
practice her scariest “Freeze. 
Police.” voice.

Before dropping them off, 
the actor told each passenger 
they would receive free rides 
from the ride-sharing company 
for the next year.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Will Smith

DANVILLE

Defense asks for delay in trial tied to homicide case
The defense requested a 

postponement in the case of a 
woman facing charges related to 
a homicide in Montour County.

Attorney Michael Dennehy 
told President Judge Thomas 
James there is a relationship 
between the case of Miqueal La 
Myra Brown, 25, of St. Louis, 
Mo., and the case of David 
Earle Downing, 33, of St. Louis.

He said the defense needs to 
work with the office of Mon­
tour County District Attorney 
Angela Mattis to make sure the 
cases coordinate.

Leslie Bryden, who repre­
sents Downing, told the judge 
Tuesday she awaits discovery 
information.

Mattis previously announced 
she would not seek the death 
penalty against Downing, 
charged with criminal homi­
cide in the death of Derrick 
Potts, 50, of New Brunswick, 
N.J., at the Super 8 Motel last 
September. Downing remains 
confined to the county jail 
without bail.

Police reported previously 
that Brown was Downing’s 
girlfriend at the time of the in­
cident. She is charged with two 
counts of hindering apprehen­
sion and one count of making 
false reports to police about the 
gun she owned being stolen.

- KAREN BLACKLEDGE

LEWISBURG

Group: Borough 
will seek to be 
redesignated for 
state program

Ellen Ruby, executive direc­
tor of Lewisburg Downtown

ACROSS THE VALLEY
By The Daily Item staff and stringers

Partnership, said she will 
apply to the state Department 
of Conservation and Natural 
Resources to be re-designated 
as a Main Street Community 
for an additional five years.

The designation allows pri­
ority for specific state grants 
for downtown initiatives,
Ruby said.

As part of the re-designa­
tion application, Ruby said 
business owners and consum­
ers will be surveyed.

Ruby noted that entrants 
are sought for the Polar 
Bear Plunge at the Heart of 
Lewisburg Ice Festival at 
2 p.m. Feb. 8. Registration 
information is available under 
the Events section of the 
Downtown Lewisburg page 
on Facebook.

The festival as a whole is on 
Feb. 7-8. Ruby said there are 
36 sculptures to be displayed 
along Market Street and three 
additional features in Huf- 
nagle Park — the most since 
she’s been with the Partner­
ship.

- ERIC SCICCHITANO

LEWISBURG

Walking tour will 
explore hidden 
history of Valley 
community

The latest free walking tour 
of the borough, Hidden Lewis­
burg, begins at 4 p.m. Friday.

Samantha Pearson, executive 
director of Lewisburg Neigh­
borhoods, said participants are 
to meet at the borough build­
ing, 55 S. Fifth St. The tour will 
continue to Market Street and 
into the borough’s north end 
before meandering towards the 
Susquehanna River and ending 
at the lobby of the Lewisburg 
Hotel. The tour offers insight 
into lesser-known and often 
overlooked parts of the com­
munity.

This event is the latest in 
an ongoing series open to the 
public.

- ERIC SCICCHITANO

LEWISBURG

Council holds off 
on decision to 
restrict permits 
for late payers

Council members tabled 
discussion at their monthly 
meeting Tuesday on a plan to 
restrict permits from being 
issued to property owners de­
linquent on municipal garbage 
bills.

The borough charges 
$58.50 for refuse. Council 
members are considering ac­
tion to deny permits to prop­
erty owners — residential, 
commercial or rental — who 
are behind on their bills.

This would be an additional 
remedy, one with no cost to 
the borough, to recoup delin­

Shikellamy Middle School class 
builds computers, learns coding
CLASS, from Page B1

Hudson Whitaker, 11, of Sun- 
bury, said he enjoyed the class. 
He said was excited to be able 
to say he was part of a team that 
built a computer.

“This was so much fun and 
I learned so much,” he said. “I 
am proud of this. We were able 
to learn how to read blueprints 
and use tools to put it together.” 

Whitaker’s partner, Nate Al­
iar, 11, of Sunbury, agreed. “I 
learned so much doing this,” 
he said.

Kingston Jordan, 11, of Nor­
thumberland, found the project 
simple.

“This was easy to do,” he 
said. “I had so much fun and 
was able to learn so much.” 

Lilina Carr and Jesalene 
Guzman, both 11, said they 
were thrilled to be able to get 
the chance to build the com­
puter.

“It was a great experience. I 
can’t wait to take it apart and 
do it again,” Guzman said. Carr 
agreed. “We can now learn the 
opposite end of this and see 
what we remembered.”

Fessler said students told her 
it was the first time some had 
used handtools.

“They told me it was the first 
time they used a screwdriver and 
can’t wait to build something 
again,” she said. “Whether they 
want to enter the computer sci­
ence field in the future or not, 
they’ve learned some useful 
skills, worked together, and 
gained confidence, and that 
makes it all worthwhile.” 

Superintendent Jason Bendle 
said the program is another ex-

FOOD I CORRECTIONS 
INSPECTIONS

quent accounts, according to 
solicitor Andrew Lyons. The 
borough would also continue 
to pursue municipal liens 
against severely delinquent 
account-holders, Lyons said.

Farrell suggested permits 
not be issued for commercial 
or rental property owners who 
are delinquent two months 
or more; residential property 
owners, four months or more.

Council members agreed to 
table the topic on Lowthert’s 
suggestion that he pull pay­
ment data to better determine 
time tables for permit denials.

- ERIC SCICCHITANO

MIDDLEBURG

Commissioners: 
16 have applied 
for Board of 
Elections job

Snyder County Board of 
Commissioners have received 
16 applications for the Snyder 
County Board of Elections 
director position.

The board is looking for a 
successor to Pat Nace, who 
will retire next month after 14 
years.

The deadline for applying 
is today.

- MARCIA MOORE

SUNBURY

Man accused 
of crashing into 
school bus will 
face charges

A Sunbury man accused

of crashing a rented van 
head-on into a school bus in 
front of Oaklyn Elementary 
School in September will 
see his charges bound over 
to Northumberland County 
Court.

Nicholas Kahley, of 
Spruce St., appeared before 
Sunbury District Judge Mike 
Toomey Tuesday for a pre­
liminary hearing.

Toomey sent felony 
charges of aggravated as­
sault, having a controlled 
substance, accidents involv­
ing death or injury and 
misdemeanor drug charges 
to county court, according to 
authorities.

He is being held in Nor­
thumberland County Jail 
on $200,000 bail, which 
Toomey set in December.

On Dec. 6, test results 
from a state police lab 
showed Ziplock bags con­
taining more than six grams 
of heroin, 3.48 grams of 
methamphetamine and sev­
eral glassine bags, according 
to state troopers.

According to the Oc­
tober warrant, troopers 
discovered a large amount 
of copper wire and piping, 
which appeared to be burnt 
in the back of a rented van 
when they arrived at the 
scene at 8:13 a.m. on Sept.
12. During a search of the 
van following the crash, a 
bag containing suspected 
heroin, suspected metham­
phetamine, white wax bags, 
a measuring device and a 
hypodermic needle were 
discovered, troopers said.

- FRANCIS SCARCELLA

Francis Scarcella/The Dally Item

Shikellamy Middle School 6th-graders Hudson 
Whitaker, 11 and Nate Allar, 11, discuss the comput­
ers they built during class with teacher Brandy Fes­
sler and Superintendent Jason Bendle.

ample of progress in technol­
ogy for students at the middle 
school.

“Mrs. Fessler has worked to 
develop her students with com­
puter science skills they can 
use in the future and exposed 
them to a potential career path,” 
he said. “Our future goal is to 
structure our schedule so that 
every sixth-grade student could 
benefit from this opportunity.”

Council seeking 
applicants for 
vacant position
VACANT, from Page B1

make good council members,” 
Lowthert said.

Councilmember Mike Der- 
man said he was aware of 
some residents interested in 
the position.

Mahon served as an ap­
pointed member of the Buf­
falo Valley Regional Police 
Commission. Council mem­
bers voted to promote Jordi 
Comas, council vice president, 
from an alternate to a full­
time commission member. 
Sulai was chosen to be the 
new alternate.

Another high-profile va­
cancy is on the Buffalo Val­
ley Recreation Authority. The 
borough has four seats on the 
12-person board. A vacancy 
occurred when former mem­
ber Kelsey Hicks moved from 
the borough.

The term expires Dec. 31, 
2024. Lowthert said he hasn’t 
been approached by any inter­
ested parties. Sulai said she 
tried recruiting a new member

LOTTERY

with no success and said she’d 
continue to do so.

No one was appointed Tues­
day night. The vacancy will 
appear on the February meet­
ing agenda.

“I don’t think it’s ideal to 
have four borough council 
people. It’s better to have 
people from the community,” 
Comas said.

Council President Luis Me­
dina and Comas serve on the 
Recreation Authority board 
along with former Council­
member Pete Bergonia.

Additional vacancies and 
term expirations are as fol­
lows: planning commission, 
Dec. 31,2022; zoning/hearing 
board alternate, Dec. 31,2020; 
Historical and Architectural 
Review Board, Dec. 31,2020.

“HARB is really easy. 
It takes about 30 minutes a 
month,” Councilmember Eli­
jah Farrell said.

Council appointed Sulai to 
serve on the Lewisburg Neigh­
borhoods board. Her term ex­
pires Dec. 31, 2020

Restaurants are inspected 
throughout the year by state 
and local agents. Inspection 
reports are submitted to the 
state, and can be viewed on­
line by visiting the website: 
http://EatSafePa.com and 
clicking on “Food Safety In­
spection Reports.”

It is the policy of The Daily 
Item to correct factual errors 
in news stories and photo 
captions. We invite readers to 
call the newsroom, (570) 286- 
5671, Ext. 288, from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, or write to Editor, Box 
607, 200 Market St., Sunbury, 
PA 17801
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