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Daily Thought
“Hero-worship is strongest 
where there is least regard 

for human freedom.” — Herbert 
Spencer, British philosopher 

(1820-1903).
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BY MATT FARRAND

The Standard-Journal

LEWISBURG — East Buf-
falo Township supervisors 
passed a resolution Monday 
night expressing a deep 
commitment to the rights of  
its citizens to keep and bear 

arms.
The resolution cited the 

Second Amendment of  the 
Constitution of  the United 
States and Article 1 of  the 
Pennsylvania Constitution 
which endorses citizens to 
defend themselves and their 

state without question.
More than 60 people 

attended the work session 
held in the East Buffalo 
Township meeting room. 
The 2-1 vote came after 
lengthy discussion and an 
overview of  fi rearms issues 
by three law enforcement 
representatives.

It also followed statements 
indicating the board was 
not considering a Second 
Amendment Sanctuary 
Ordinance (SASO), a mea-
sure which could have pre-
empted spending to enforce 
certain gun laws.

“This group will never 
pass an ordinance that 
negatively affect our police 
department,” said Matt 
Schumacher, supervisor 
chair. “Who you guys elect 
in 2021 to take my seat, they 

EBT passes 2nd 
Amendment measure
Board not considering ordinance

BY MATT FARRAND/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

Paul Yost, Buffalo Valley Regional Police Department chief, 
Ernie Ritter, Union County sheriff and Dirk Remensnyder, 
Pennsylvania Game Commission and Union County game 
warden, took firearms questions at the Monday night East 
Buffalo Township supervisor’s meeting.

BY KEVIN MERTZ

The Standard-Journal

WATSONTOWN — 
Administrators with the 
Luzerne County Community 
College (LCCC) believe 100 
students could be enrolled 
in classes at the college’s 
Greater Susquehanna Cen-
ter in Watsontown by the fall 
semester.

LCCC President Thomas 
Leary and Greater Susque-
hanna Center Director Kelly 
Foran spoke on the growth 
of  the center during an open 
house held Monday. Offi -
cials from the Warrior Run 
School District, Watsontown 

LCCC officials tout 
growth at Watsontown

BY KEVIN MERTZ/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

From left, Luzerne County 
Community College 
President Thomas Leary and 
Greater Susquehanna Center 
Director Kelly Foran spoke 
on the center’s growth 
during an open house.

BY MATT FARRAND/THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

East Buffalo Township Supervisor Char Gray, Matt 
Schumacher, supervisor chair, and Supervisor Jim Knight 
listened as law enforcement representatives discussed 
issues of firearm ownership.

BY KEVIN MERTZ

The Standard-Journal

TURBOTIVLLE — The 
Warrior Run School Dis-
trict’s project to build a 
99,200-square-foot elementa-
ry school — estimated to cost 
between $35.3 and $38.7 mil-
lion — could be placed out to 
bid by December.

The school board on 
Monday approved the new 
elementary school design 
development documents and 
estimate for the cost of  the 
work. At the same time, the 
board authorized Breslin 

Ridyard Fadero Architects to 
proceed with preparing the 
construction documents.

Following the meeting, 
Superintendent Dr. Alan 
Hack said the new elemen-
tary school to be built on 
the grounds of  the middle 
school/high school complex 
is still proposed to be three 
stories. He said it will take 
about nine months to pre-
pare the construction docu-
ments, after which time the 
project will be ready to be 
placed out to bid.

If  the project continues on 
schedule, Hack said ground-

breaking should occur in 
the spring of  2021, with the 
project to be completed by 
the fall of  2022.

During the meeting, board 
President Doug Whitmoyer 
questioned whether the 
project’s soft costs will fall 
between $2.9 and $3.3 mil-
lion, as estimated by the 
architectural fi rm.

Michael Bell, of  Breslin 
Ridyard Fadero Architects, 
participated in the meeting 
via phone. He said that is an 
accurate project of  soft costs, 

WR elementary project 
takes another step forward
$35.3-$38.7 million project could 
be placed out for bid by December
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SUN AND MOON

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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MILTON FORECAST

REGIONAL CITIES NATIONAL CITIES

Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, 
c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, 
r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Allentown 49/43/r 51/37/sh
Altoona 47/43/r 48/27/r
Carbondale 47/40/r 47/31/r
Carlisle 48/43/r 51/33/r
Chambersburg 48/43/r 50/31/r
Easton 50/43/r 48/37/sh
Erie 44/36/r 45/27/r
Harrisburg 49/45/r 53/38/r
Hazleton 46/41/r 46/29/r
Hershey 49/43/r 52/34/r
Johnstown 44/40/r 47/23/r
Lancaster 50/43/r 52/37/r
Lewistown 46/41/r 49/29/r
Mount Pocono 43/36/r 39/27/sh
Philadelphia 51/45/r 53/39/sh
Pittsburgh 50/42/r 47/24/r
Reading 50/44/r 52/38/sh
Scranton 49/41/r 50/33/r
State College 45/41/r 48/28/r
Wilkes-Barre 49/42/r 50/33/r
Williamsport 48/41/r 49/31/r
York 50/43/r 54/33/r

 TODAY WED.  TODAY WED.

First Full Last New

Mar 24Mar 16Mar 9Mar 2

Sunrise 7:15 a.m. 7:14 a.m.
Sunset 6:26 p.m. 6:27 p.m.
Moonrise 8:34 a.m. 9:00 a.m.
Moonset 8:25 p.m. 9:21 p.m.

 TODAY WED.

Albuquerque 44/22/pc 47/27/s
Anchorage 23/17/c 30/22/c
Atlanta 68/46/c 57/30/sh
Atlantic City 49/44/r 50/41/sh
Baltimore 53/44/r 55/38/sh
Billings 34/24/c 45/29/c
Birmingham 63/43/pc 51/29/pc
Boise 46/27/pc 49/30/pc
Boston 48/40/c 42/40/r
Charleston, SC 68/59/r 70/39/c
Chicago 38/27/sn 30/15/sn
Cincinnati 54/37/pc 40/23/sh
Cleveland 45/39/r 44/25/sh
Dallas 59/35/pc 48/31/s
Des Moines 36/19/sn 30/12/pc
Detroit 41/34/r 38/22/sf
Honolulu 82/71/s 82/69/s
Houston 71/42/pc 54/33/s
Indianapolis 48/32/r 34/20/sf
Las Vegas 63/42/s 64/46/s
Little Rock 59/35/pc 46/27/pc
Los Angeles 82/55/s 81/54/s
Miami 84/71/pc 86/61/sh
Minneapolis 34/16/c 25/8/c
New Orleans 66/50/c 59/40/s
New York City 50/43/r 48/42/sh
Norfolk 64/52/r 65/44/c
Oklahoma City 51/27/c 43/26/s
Orlando 85/66/c 77/50/t
Phoenix 71/45/s 72/47/s
Portland, ME 43/33/c 40/36/c
St. Louis 44/30/c 34/22/sf
Salt Lake City 41/25/s 48/30/pc
San Francisco 68/48/s 71/49/pc
Seattle 50/43/c 53/40/c
Washington, DC 57/48/r 59/38/sh
Wichita 41/24/c 40/23/s©2020; forecasts and graphics

provided by
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Cloudy, a 
little rain; 
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cloudy; 

windy, colder

38° 23°
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31° 19°

Borough, as well as students 
and members of  the com-
munity attended the open 
house.

The Warrior Run School 
District school board in May 
approved a six-year agree-
ment for LCCC’s Greater 
Susquehanna Center to 
operate out of  a portion of  
the former Watsontown 
Elementary School building. 
The center is using five class-
rooms and two computer 
labs in the building.

At the time the agree-
ment was approved, it was 
announced that LCCC’s tui-
tion rate would be $134 per 
credit.

A $10 per credit facility 
fee and a $30 per credit cap-
ital fee are also charged to 
anyone taking classes at the 
center. Those funds go to the 
school district.

Leary said on Monday that 
as part of  its commitment 
to the center, the LCCC has 
agreed to cover the facility 
and capital fees for the first 
year.

From this past fall to the 
spring semester at the center, 
Foran said enrollment has 
tippled.

In the fall, she said just 
eight students were enrolled 
in two classes — English 
and First Year Experience — 
being offered at the center.

This semester, Foran said 
35 students are enrolled in in 
two English classes, a sociol-
ogy class and an emergency 
medical technician class 
being offered through the 
center in Watsontown.

“We are hoping to reach 
over 100 (students) for the 
fall semester,” Foran said.

Leary said LCCC operates 
seven branch campuses, and 
has followed similar growth 
models at each campus.

“We have every confidence 
we will be able to build our 
momentum here (in Watson-
town),” he said. “This first 
year is sending our message 
out of  what we can do… 
It’s been a building block to 
what we can do.”

This summer, Foran said 
the campus will be offering 
two computer classes, as well 
as a math class.

Offerings will further 
expand in the fall. Classes to 
be offered will include First 
Year Experience, psychology, 
interpersonal communi-
cations and several math 
classes.

Additional classes may be 
added as Foran and Leary 
confirmed LCCC will be ren-
ovating a room at the school 
to serve as a science lab.

“We will be able to offer 
science classes that are need-
ed for our health majors,” 
Leary said.

Whitney Hans, of  Lewis-
burg, is one student who said 
she will benefit from having 
a science lab at LCCC’s cen-
ter in Watsontown.

“I started here at Luzerne 
this spring semester,” she 
said. “With living in Lewis-
burg, this is a lot closer than 
driving to Nanticoke or 
Shamokin.”

While she enrolled in the 
school due to its proximity 
in Lewisburg and the fact 
that it offers evening class-
es which match her work 
schedule, Hans was initial-
ly unsure how she would 
complete some since classes 
required as she is in LCCC’s 
nursing program.

“With some of  my classes I 
do need to do lab work,” she 
said.

Leary said investing in a 
science lab at the Watson-
town location is just another 
sign of  LCCC’s commitment 
to the area.

“We are making this 
investment as we feel this 
area is rich for a community 
college opportunity,” he said.

Foran said LCCC is work-
ing with the Central Susque-
hanna Intermediate Unit 
(CSIU) to possibly secure 
grants which could allow 
science, technology engi-
neering and math (STEM) 
courses to be offered in 
Watsontown. The college is 
also working with Bucknell 

University on potential grant 
sources to benefit under-rep-
resented students attending 
college.

According to Leary, stu-
dents from Watsontown, 
Milton, Lewisburg, William-
sport, and several surround-
ing counties have enrolled 
in classes at the Greater 
Susquehanna Center.

He also praised the War-
rior Run School District for 
working with LCCC to estab-
lish the center.

Warrior Run Superinten-
dent Dr. Alan Hack also com-
mented on the strong work-
ing relationship between the 
two entities.

“It’s far exceeded our 
expectations in the amount 
of  time (LCCC has) been able 
to do this,” Hack said. “We 
should feel proud of  having 
this program located within 
our school district.”

He said Warrior Run is 
working with LCCC to poten-
tially offer dual-enrollment 
classes and other opportuni-
ties for high school students 
in the district. Foran said 
LCCC is working with other 
area school districts to also 
develop such programs for 
high school students.

The Watsontown Elemen-
tary School was vacated 
at the end of  the 2015-2016 
school year when the War-
rior Run School District 
consolidated its elementary 
program.

Hack previously said the 
building has approximately 
22 classrooms. At the start 
of  the 2018-2019 school year, 
CSIU started leasing 8.5 
classrooms in the building 
to host various programs. 
In December 2018, the board 
approved granting CSIU an 
additional two-year lease, at 
a cost of  $8 per square foot, 
for the space it uses.

Warrior Run’s Transition 
program also operates a con-
signment store, Defenders’ 
Trading Post, out of  a por-
tion of  the building.

Staff writer Kevin Mertz can be 

reached at 570-742-9671 or email 

kevin@standard-journal.com.

Community college
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BY ROB NAYLOR
THE (SHAMOKIN) NEWS-ITEM

SHAMOKIN — An early 
Monday morning fire dam-
aged seven homes along 
Bear Valley Avenue in 
Shamokin.

Fire crews from through-
out the area converged 
on the 600 block just after 
4 a.m. and worked together 
to extinguish the blaze in 
about 90 minutes, according 
to Shamokin Assistant Fire 
Chief  Steve Jeffery.

Jeffery said occupants of  
the homes from 644 to 658 got 
out safely and no firefighters 
were injured combating the 
blaze.

“The home at the 658 
address had fire and smoke 
damage and the rest of  the 
homes had heavy smoke 
and fire damage,” Jeffery 
said, adding that three of  the 
homes were unoccupied.

Shamokin Police Depart-
ment fire investigator Ray 
Siko II said the origin of  the 
fire was the home at the 652 
address.

Jeffery said access to 
fire hydrants was initially 
challenging, but crews were 
able to sort things out and 
quickly get the blaze under 
control.

“Water pressure was 
good,” Jeffery said. “PPL 

was also helpful in shutting 
power off, as live power lines 
near the homes initially gave 
us some issues.”

Wayne Komara, who 
lives across the street at 641 
Bear Valley Avenue, said he 
abruptly woke from his sleep 
around 3:30 a.m.

“I heard a bang and 
thought someone hit my 
car,” Komara said. “I jumped 
out of  bed and saw the 
houses across the street in 
flames.”

Komara said he was 
impressed at how quickly 
first responders arrived.

“I give the firefighters cred-
it, they were were quick,” 
Komara said. “It could have 
been a lot worse.”

Jeffrery said crews from 
Shamokin, Coal Township, 

Kulpmont, Atlas, Mount 
Carmel, Overlook, Upper 
Augusta Township, as well 
as transfers from Elysburg 
and Sunbury, along with 
Danville’s rehab unit, assist-
ed at the scene.

Fire crews and fire investi-
gators remained at the scene 
Monday afternoon, further 
assessing the damage.

The cause of  the fire is 
still unknown, according to 
Jeffery.

Fire rages at Shamokin row homes

C. J. GREGO/STAFF PHOTO/

Aftermath of Monday morning’s fire that damaged seven 
homes along Bear Valley Avenue in Shamokin. Three of the 
residences were unoccupied.


