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2019 CORONAVIRUS

Valley schools to stay 
open amid outbreak

District 
leaders 
met at 
CSIU
From staff reports

All Valley school districts 
will remain open and dis
trict officials will continue 
to implement hygiene pro
tocols, according to 16 Val
ley school superintendents 
following recommendations 
from health and emergency 
management officials.

Response to COVTD-19, 
the novel coronavirus that has 
sickened more than 100,000 
people globally and was 
declared a pandemic by the 
World Health Organization 
on Wednesday, was part of 
the Superintendent’s Advi
sory Council’s monthly meet-

See OPEN, Page A2
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Shikellamy High School custodian Cathy Fenstermacher sprays down a cafeteria table with a disin
fectant cleaner on Wednesday afternoon.

Trump suspends 
travel between U.S., 
Europe for 30 days
By Lisa Mascaro,
Andrew Taylor, Jill Colvin 
and Zeke Miller
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON - Taking 
dramatic action Wednesday, 
President Donald Trump an
nounced he is sharply restrict
ing passenger travel from 26 
European nations to the U.S. 
and moving to ease the eco
nomic cost of a viral pandemic 
that is roiling global financial 
markets and disrupting the 
daily lives of Americans.

Trump made the announce
ment during a rare Oval Of
fice address to the nation that 
he is suspending all travel 
from Europe to the U.S. for 
30 days beginning at 11:59 
p.m. Friday. He said Europe 
did not act quickly enough to 
address the novel coronavirus 
and claimed that U.S. clusters

were “seeded” by European 
travelers.

“We made a lifesaving 
move with early action on 
China,” Trump said. “Now 
we must take the same action 
with Europe.”

Trump said the restrictions 
won’t apply to the United 
Kingdom, and there would 
be exemptions for “Ameri
cans who have undergone ap
propriate screenings.” It also 
wouldn’t apply to cargo. He 
said the U.S. would monitor 
the situation to determine 
if travel could be reopened 
earlier.

Homeland Security offi
cials later clarified that the 
new travel restrictions would 
only apply to most foreign 
nationals who have been in 
the “Schengen Area” at any

See TRUMP, Page A2
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A sign outside the entrance of Nottingham Village 
in Northumberland reads “No Routine Visits.”

Valley nursing facilities 
screening, limiting visitors
By Marcia Moore
mmoore@dailyitem.com

Valley nursing homes 
are screening visitors, and 
even limiting contact with 
residents, to keep the 2019 
coronavirus from spreading.

Nottingham Village staff, 
like those at many area nurs
ing homes, require all visi
tors to answer a health and

travel questionnaire before 
being allowed entry into the 
121-bed facility in Northum
berland, said Administrator 
Sue Wert.

As an extra precaution 
against the spread of what 
the World Health Organi
zation designated a “pan
demic” on Wednesday, Wert

See VALLEY, Page A3

Police: 
Suspect 
aimed 
to kill in 
shooting
Sunbury man 
faces attempted 
murder charge

By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

SUNBURY - A city man 
is jailed with no bail on at
tempted murder charges after 
shooting at a moving vehicle 
early Wednesday afternoon, 
police said.

Julio Costales, 29, of Gre- 
enough Street, was taken into 
custody after a 1:45 p.m. drive - 
by shooting, police said, even 
though he told Sunbury District 
Judge Mike Toomey he was “set 
up to go to jail.”

Costales appeared before 
Toomey at around 8 p.m. and 
was denied bail.

Sunbury police say they were 
dispatched to 8th Alley and 
Greenough Street for reports 
of shots fired at a vehicle.

Officer Terry Ketchem and 
Police Chief Brad Hare spoke 
to the victim at the scene who 
said Costales fired two shots at 
his vehicle and he feared for his

See KILL, Page A3

Kraynak 
granted 
10th trial 
delay
By Justin Strawser
jstra wser@dai lyitem. com

WILLIAMSPORT — A 
federal judge for the 10th 
time granted a delay in the 
trial of Raymond Kraynak, 
the suspended Northumber
land County doctor accused of 
criminal prescribing practices 
resulting in the deaths of five 
patients.

U.S. Judge Matthew Brann 
on Wednesday issued a mo
tion delaying the 62-year-old 
man’s jury selection and trial. 
Kraynak’s court-appointed 
attorney, Thomas A. Thorn
ton, assistant federal public 
defender, requested the con-

See KRAYNAK, Page A3
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2019 Coronavirus

Pennsylvania identifies 57 potential cases
By John Finnerty
jfinnerty@cnhi.com

HARRISBURG - State 
testing has now found that 16 
Pennsylvania residents have coro- 
navirus. An out-of-state resident 
hospitalized in Montgomery 
County has the vims, as well.

Another 57 individuals have 
been identified as potential coro- 
navirus patients and been tested 
for coronavirus. State officials 
are still waiting for the results of 
those tests. Secretary of Health 
Dr. Rachel Levine said.

The outbreak has spurred col
leges across the state, including 
Penn State, Pitt, Bucknell and at 
least 12 of the 14 colleges in the 
State System of Higher Education 
to either extend spring break or 
move to online classes.

State epidemiologist Sharon 
Watkins said that the pending 
results include cases where a 
sample has been taken and may 
be at the lab as well as cases 
where officials have determined

Penn State 
moves to 
remote 
classes
By Elton Hayes
Ehayes@cnhi.com

STATE COLLEGE - 
Penn State University will 
implement remote-instruc- 
tion classes across all its 
campuses on Monday as 
the school attempts to pro
tect its students, faculty and 
employees from coronavirus 
exposure.

Online classes will be in 
place until at least April 3. 
In-person classes are sched
uled to resume on April 6.

As of Wednesday, 15 
people in Pennsylvania have 
tested positive for coronavi
rus. Penn State this week is 
on spring break.

“Communities around the 
globe are facing unprece
dented challenges as coro
navirus continues to spread.
It remains our goal to take 
the necessary, active steps 
to confront this public health 
threat and manage our risks,” 
Penn State President Eric J. 
Barron said in a statement.

“In light of this situation, 
and in the best interests of 
the health and safety of stu
dents, faculty, staff and our 
local communities, Penn 
State has decided to move 
to remote learning for all 
classes beginning Monday, 
March 16, through Friday, 
April 3, with a plan to re
sume in-person classes on 
Monday, April 6, at the earli
est. For faculty and staff, the 
University will remain open, 
however there are additional 
details below regarding spe
cifics.”

Barron encouraged stu
dents to avoid returning 
to Penn State’s campuses 
before April 6. More than 
96,000 students attend Penn 
State University’s 24 cam
puses. Penn State University 
Park is comprised of more 
than 44,000 students and it is 
the largest in the university’s 
system.

“During this three-week 
period following spring 
break, undergraduate and 
graduate students at all cam
pus locations are strongly 
discouraged from returning 
to campus, off-campus loca
tions, and group dwellings 
(e.g., apartments and frater
nities), and should return to, 
or remain at, home during 
this time period,” Barron 
said.

Penn State's residence and 
dining halls “will not be re
opened for normal operation 
during this remote-learning 
period (beyond the facilities 
that are already in use).”

“For international students 
who are already on campus, 
and students who must re
turn to campus due to ex
tenuating and/or compelling 
circumstances, we will work 
with you on an individual 
basis to make special visit or 
housing arrangements,” read 
Barron’s statement.

Dr. Rachel 
Levine

that the indi
vidual should 
be tested but 
the speci
mens haven’t 
reached the 
lab.

Levine said 
that health of
ficials don’t 
believe there 
is a backlog 
in testing in

Pennsylvania.
New cases announced 

Wednesday included an adult 
in Monroe County, who is now 
hospitalized, Levine said. That 
individual had been in contact 
with another person with coro
navirus, she said.

Earlier Wednesday, the state 
had announced that two residents 
from Bucks County and one from 
Montgomery County had been 
identified as having coronavirus. 
All are adults and in isolation 
at home.

All of the cases of coronavi
rus in Pennsylvania thus far have

been found in eastern Pennsyl
vania.

Levine said that while the state 
hasn’t moved to bar public gath
erings, health officials welcome 
moves by event organizers and 
colleges to cancel gatherings and 
classes.

“We support mitigation efforts. 
We’re not mandating mitigation 
efforts, but we support them,” 
she said. If the event worsens, 
the state would consider whether 
public gatherings and other “miti
gation efforts” would be needed.

Colleges make moves
Penn State and most of the col

leges in the Pennsylvania State 
System of Higher Education an
nounced plans to alter operations 
in response to the coronavirus 
outbreak.

Penn State will offer classes 
online beginning on Monday and 
through at least April 3, accord
ing to a statement from President 
Eric Barron.

“The best mechanism for pre
vention based on advice from

experts is social distancing, and 
unfortunately that is very difficult 
in a university setting,” Barron 
said in a letter to the Penn State 
community. “We fully under
stand these changes will cause 
disruptions in your day-to-day 
lives; Penn State’s decision was 
made out of an abundance of cau
tion and with your health and the 
well-being of our entire commu
nity in mind.”

In-person classes will resume 
no sooner than April 6, he said.

By Wednesday afternoon, 12 
of the 14 schools in the PASSHE 
system had announced plans to 
either extend spring break or 
move to online classes. Those 
include: Bloomsburg, Califor
nia University of Pennsylvania, 
Cheney, East Stroudsburg, Ed- 
inboro, Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania, Kutztown, Lock 
Haven, Millersville, Shippens- 
burg, Slippery Rock and West 
Chester.

Clarion University and Mans
field University are the only col
leges in the state system which

had not announced plans to alter 
their schedules or move to online 
classes by Wednesday afternoon.

Also Wednesday, the Penn
sylvania Game Commission 
announced that a statewide ar
chery, which was expected to 
draw 1,000 student competitors 
to Penn State on Friday, has been 
cancelled due to the coronavirus 
outbreak concerns.

CDC funding
The U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention an
nounced Wednesday that Penn
sylvania will get more than $20 
million to help respond to the 
outbreak.

Of those funds, $3.5 million 
is earmarked for the coronavi
rus response in Philadelphia and 
$ 16.9 million will be provided for 
the rest of the state, according to 
the CDC.

Levine said the money will go 
a wide variety of costs associated 
with responding to the outbreak. 
She added that the state will 
make a priority of using some

of that funding to help make sure 
nursing homes are prepared to 
deal with the outbreak, she said. 
Nineteen of the deaths in the U.S. 
blamed on coronavirus happened 
at a nursing home in Washington.

State prison responds
The Department of Correc

tions announced Wednesday that 
staff and visitors to SCI Phoenix 
in Montgomery County will be 
screened for coronavirus symp
toms or exposure before being 
allowed into the prison. Nine of 
the 16 coronavirus cases in Penn
sylvania have involved people 
living in Montgomery County.

Anyone exhibiting symptoms, 
who has had recent contact with 
anyone presumed positive for 
coronavirus or anyone who de
nies being screened will be pro
hibited from entering the prison.

The department may expand 
the screening as coronavirus 
spreads across the state, Correc
tions Secretary John Wetzel said.

Trump suspends travel between U.S., Europe
TRUMP, from Page A1

point for 14 days prior to their 
scheduled arrival to the United 
States. The area includes Italy, 
German, Greece, Austria, Bel
gium and others. It doesn’t 
apply to legal permanent resi
dents , immediate family of U.S. 
citizens or others “identified in 
the proclamation.”

The Oval Office address was 
an abrupt shift in tone from a 
president who has repeatedly 
sought to downplay the virus. 
Many Americans shared a simi
lar mindset in recent weeks, but 
the grueling events of Wednes
day changed the mood: Com
munities canceled public events 
nationwide, universities moved 
to cancel in-person classes and 
families grappled with the im
pact of disruptions to public 
schools. The number of con
firmed cases of the infection 
topped 1,000 in the U.S. and 
the World Health Organization 
declared the global crisis is now 
a pandemic.

Even as Trump spoke from 
behind the Resolute Desk, the 
pandemic’s ferocious rewriting

The Associated Press
President Donald Trump speaks in an address to the nation from the Oval Office 
at the White House about the coronavirus Wednesday in Washington.

of American daily life contin
ued. The National Basketball 
Association suspended its sea
son, and Oscar-winning actor 
Tom Hanks announced that he 
and his wife, Rita Wilson, had 
tested positive for COVID-19.

After he spoke, the White 
House cancelled a planned trip 
by the president to Nevada and 
Colorado this week, “out of an 
abundance of caution.”

After a week of mixed mes
sages and false starts, and as

government officials warned in 
increasingly urgent terms that 
the outbreak in the U.S. will only 
get worse, Washington suddenly 
seemed poised to act.

Congress, for its part, unveiled 
a multibillion-dollar aid package

Wednesday that was expected 
to be voted on by the House as 
soon as today.

“I can say we will see more 
cases, and things will get worse 
than they are right now,” Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Disease, said in tes
timony before the House Over
sight and Reform Committee. 
He said the virus is “10 times 
more lethal than the seasonal 
flu.”

After Trump’s address, De
fense Secretary Mark Esper 
announced a series of moves, 
including restrictions for 60 days 
on travel by servicemembers, 
Defense Department civilians 
and their families to, from and 
through the four counties cur
rently designated by the Centers 
for Disease Control as the high
est risk COVID-19 counties — 
China, Iran, South Korea and 
Italy. Esper said the restrictions 
include all forms of travel, in
cluding for what the military 
calls permanent change of sta
tion, in which a servicemember 
and his family move to a differ
ent home base or station.

Susquehanna University extends spring break until March 23
By Marcia Moore
mmoore@dailyitem.com

Susquehanna University will 
extend its spring break one 
week in the wake of the 2019 
coronavirus pandemic with 
classes scheduled to resume 
March 23.

University President Jona
than Green announced the uni
versity’s decision Wednesday 
afternoon, a day after Bucknell 
University decided to send stu
dents home and provide remote 
education through the end of the 
spring semester.

Susquehanna’s decision is 
similar to Bloomsburg Univer
sity which is also extending its 
spring break by one week due 
to the outbreak.

“We continue to place the 
utmost importance on the well
being of our students, faculty 
and staff, as well as the broader

university and 
Selinsgrove 
communities,” 
Green wrote 
in a statement 
posted on the 
university’s 
website.

“Although 
Susquehanna 
does not have 
any reported 
or confirmed 
cases of CO- 
VID-19, we 

are taking several steps in the 
interest of our community’s 
health and safety. Our decisions 
here are informed by guidance 
from public authorities and de
cisions made by other institu
tions of higher education.” 

Green said the university will 
push to have students finish the 
semester in time.

“We are exploring online al-

Jonathan
Green
Susquehanna
University
president

ternatives for students who are 
not able to return to campus 
for the remainder of the spring 
semester, including if circum
stances require a longer-term 
physical campus closure. We 
will provide an update by 4 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 18,” he 
wrote.

In-class instruction is sched
uled to resume March 23, uni
versity spokeswoman Amanda 
O’Rourke said.

In the meantime, all non- 
essential university-sponsored 
travel is canceled for faculty, 
staff and students, including 
regional, national, international 
and already booked business 
trips. As an alternative, hosting 
meetings via online technol
ogy is encouraged. These travel 
restrictions do not include es
sential travel, which must be 
cleared through risk manage
ment. For example, employees

can still return from a business 
trip that is already in progress, 
with precautions for self-quar
antine when warranted, Green 
said.

Additionally, all university- 
sponsored events between now 
and March 22 are suspended, 
including athletics events and 
alumni gatherings. SU is re
stricting non-employee visitors 
to campus during this time.

Students who have an urgent 
need to access personal prop
erty on campus are asked to 
email the dean of students.

Bucknell’s decision to sus
pend in-class instruction and 
provide students an online edu
cation for the rest of the school 
year has some on social media 
questioning whether a tuition 
refund will be provided.

“So do the students (parents) 
get a partial refund for the se
mester or are they planning

on raising next year’s tuition 
to cover losses instead,” asked 
Facebook user Larry Getkin.

Bucknell President John 
Bravman announced the deci
sion on Tuesday, after several 
U.S. universities and colleges 
made a similar decision and 
one day before the coronavirus 
was designated a pandemic by 
the World Health Organization.

“This has not been an easy 
decision to make, and I under
stand how challenging it will 
be for our campus community,” 
Bravman said. “However, I 
strongly believe that faced 
with such uncertainty, we have 
no choice but to pursue these 
actions. Bucknell has always 
been a community that comes 
together in the face of adversity. 
This is one of those times, and 
I am counting on your patience 
and assistance as we work 
through it together.”

Valley schools to stay open amid coronavirus outbreak
OPEN, from Page A1

ing Wednesday at the Central 
Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit. The superintendents then 
sent out a joint release following 
the event.

After reviewing “all of the 
most current recommendations” 
from the Pennsylvania Depart
ment of Education, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven
tion (CDC), and the Pennsylva
nia Department of Health, dis
trict officials also met with local 
health and emergency officials.

“The clear recommendation 
is to keep our public schools 
open and to instruct all of the 
staff, parents and students in the 
most effective handwashing and 
hygiene protocols,” according 
to the release. “District lead
ership understands that infor
mation and recommendations 
are changing rapidly and are 
committed to staying informed

and maintaining excellent com
munication with one another and 
the public.”

Additionally, school officials 
said field trips, performances 
and travel to events and other 
competitions are being consid
ered on a case-by-case basis. 
“Districts are also adopting 
opt-out recommendations for 
families concerned about their 
students’ gathering in large 
groups or traveling,” the state
ment noted. “Additional hygiene 
precautions and protocols are 
being enforced for these types 
of activities.”

Line Mountain Superintendent 
Dave Campbell said his district 
is taking precautions at the two 
buildings in Trevorton and Man
data. He said tips and precautions 
are part of morning announce
ments in the middle/high school. 
In the elementary school, discus
sions are held with students dur
ing the morning meeting.

Each classroom has a wall-

mounted sanitizer dispenser. 
Custodians will disinfect all 
desks and door handles every 
night. Disinfectant wipes are 
available in every room for stu
dents wishi ng to wipe their desk 
any time, he said. In general, 
more hand sanitizers throughout 
the buildings are being planned, 
he said.

“In both cafeterias, tables are 
now to be cleaned with disin
fectant twice a day, meaning 
before and after second lunch,” 
Campbell said. “We also remind 
students to use hand sanitizer at 
the beginning of each lunch line.

“We are just talking to kids 
about it, such as washing hands 
more regularly and vigorously, 
(using) hand sanitizer and 
coughing/sneezing in the crook 
of their arm,” said Campbell.

Midd-West School District 
has hand sanitation stations but 
is finding it hard to get refills, 
said Superintendent Rick Mus- 
selman.

The district offers daily up
dates from the CDC on its web
page and officials check daily 
with the state Department of 
Health, he said.

As far as closing school, Mus- 
selman said the administration 
has discussed options and is 
making plans in case it comes 
to that outcome.

“Law requires 180 school 
days before June 30. With no 
snow days used this year, we 
have plenty of time to meet our 
180 required school days. Us
ing technology is an option but 
that hasn’t been approved by the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Education and (opens up) ques
tions on contracts and meeting 
special needs.”

Danville Area School District 
students won’t be going on any 
out-of-state or overnight trips, at 
least for now, because of the coro
navirus threat, the school board 
decided on Wednesday night. 

Superintendent Ricki Boyle

said she would decide on 
whether the district should con
sider the trips on a case-by-case 
basis.

The board put off a vote at 
the meeting on whether to ap
prove an out-of-state senior class 
trip May 22 to Baltimore's Inner 
Harbor. Approximately 60 stu
dents and six adults were plan
ning to go.

“If your child is sick, please 
keep your child home,” Boyle 
advised parents.
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