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Board names new Danville superintendent
$140K-a-year contract begins today, 
continues through June 20, 2023
By Joe Sylvester
jsylvester@dailyitem.com

DANVILLE - Ricki Boyle of
ficially is the new superintendent of 
the Danville Area School District.

The school board Wednesday night 
voted 8-1 to hire Boyle. The board 
approved a contract effective today 
through June 20, 2023, at a starting

salary of $140,000 a year.
Christina Fish voiced the only dis

senting vote.
“I felt we had a better option for 

the long term,” Fish explained af
ter the meeting, adding, “Seeing as 
how I’m one of nine, I support the 
board’s decision and Dr. Boyle mov
ing forward.”

She declined to name the other

nent superintendent,” Boyle said. 
“My involvement so far shows me 
what a great district this is and a 
great administrative team,” Boyle 
said.

Boyle, who lives on Packer Island, 
Upper Augusta Township, between 
Sunbury and Northumberland, 
served as the district's director of 
pupil support services for 10 years, 
leaving in 2010. She was a bullying 
prevention liaison for schools at the 
Central Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit (CSIU) in 2011 and later was

CSIU director of special education 
and early childhood services.

Her background is in elementary 
education and in special education for 
newborns to 12th grade, and she has 
her special education supervisor and 
superintendent certifications. Before 
she was named acting superinten
dent, she taught psychology and so
ciology classes at the Lackawanna 
College branch in Sunbury.

Boyle initially applied for the per-
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finalist, saying that 
would not be fair to 
that candidate.

Boyle had been 
the district’s act
ing superintendent 
since March 26 of 
last year when the 
board hired her at 
$450 a day follow
ing the sudden res
ignation of Jason 

Bendle earlier that month.
“I’m thrilled to be named perma-
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State DOH to inspect medical 
marijuana grower/processor facility

Phase one of 
construction 
behind schedule 
due to weather
By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem.com

COAL TOWNSHIP - The 
medical marijuana company open
ing a grower/processor facility in 
Coal Township is scheduled to be 
inspected by the state Department 
of Health on March 25.

During a tour of the facility-in- 
progress on Wednesday, Parea Bio- 

Sciences Chief Oper
ating Officer Edward 
Stum said the approx
imately $7 million 
construction project 
for the first phase is 
behind schedule due 
to the wet winter, but 

he anticipates that they will be fin
ished with the minimum require
ments and the state will grant them 
an operational certification. The first 
seeds will be planted within days 
of state approval and the incoming 
10,000-square-feet of greenhouses 
will be operational by June.

“If we’re operational by the 
25th, we’ll have seeds within this 
building by the following Mon
day,” said Stum about 320-square - 
foot boxes called Cannabox. “You

See DOH, Page B2

Watch video at 
dailyitem.com
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Parea BioSciences Chief Operating Officer Edward Stum talks about the progress on their growing facility in Shamokin.

Valley students win awards at annual Northumberland County conference
By Marcia Moore
mmoore@dailyitem.com

SELINSGROVE - Midd- 
West High School senior Kait- 
lin Podzielny flushed with pride 
after receiving an award during 
Wednesday’s annual Northumber
land County Transition Conference 
for special education students in 
the Valley.

“I loved it,” the teen said of the 
conference that drew about 200 
students from the Northumber
land, Snyder and Union counties 
to Susquehanna University and in
cluded educational sessions to aid 
them as they prepare for life after 
high school.

Podzielny plans to pursue a biol

ogy degree at Wilson College in 
the fall.

Each school district has a transi
tion coordinator who works with 
students of all needs to prepare 
them for post-secondary education, 
a career or independent living, said 
Misty Harris, an education consul
tant at the Central Susquehanna In
termediate Unit which co-sponsors 
the conference.

“It’s important to help make these 
students productive members of 
society,” she said. “They will have 
jobs, families, children, so we need 
them to get involved in their com
munity.

Like Podzielny, Milton Area High 
School senior Isobel Blyler was also 
awarded the Dr. Cynthia Schloss

Transition Award for demonstrating 
a “strong worth ethic and commit
ment to preparation for adult life.”

Blyler attended several sessions 
at the conference and said she 
learned tips on how to prepare for 
college. She’ll be attending Johnson 
College in the fall and looks for
ward to working as a veterinarian 
technician.

“It makes all the work worth it,” 
said Midd-West School Transition 
coordinator Shirley Spangler of the 
students’ accomplishments.

A scheduled Transition Confer
ence today at Bloomsburg Univer
sity for students in Montour and 
Columbia counties was canceled 
by the university due to the Coro
navirus outbreak.
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Milton High School senior Isobel Blyler, a Dr. Cynthia Schloss Transi
tion Education Award recipient.


