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Wolf extends 
expired gun 
permits to 
May 30
By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

Anyone with an expired gun permit 
will be granted a waiver that allows 
them to extend the license until May 
30 without renewing it, according to 
the state sheriff’s association.

The Pennsylvania State Police, 
through the direction of Gov. Tom 
Wolf, said Wednesday that expired 
gun permits from March 19 on have 
been extended to May 30.

“This is very good news for all 
67 Pennsylvania county sheriff’s of­
fices,” Sheriff Association President 
and Columbia County Sheriff Timothy 
Chamberlain said.

“Sheriffs have been trying to bal­
ance the need of protecting Pennsyl­
vanians from this coronavirus and the 
rights of gun owners. This extension 
will help everyone affected.”

See GUN, Page B2

CSIU launches 
online learning 
resources
By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem.com

The Central Susquehanna Inter­
mediate Unit launched on Wednes­
day extensive online and printable 
resources for students, teachers and 
parents to use while learning from 
home during the COVID-19 crisis.

The CSIU, which serves 17 school 
districts in Columbia, Montour, 
Northumberland, Snyder and Union 
counties in central Pennsylvania, has 
been charged by the state Depart­
ment of Education to provide quality, 
innovative programs and services 
to enrich the learning and lives of 
students, educators and members of 
the community after Gov. Tom Wolf 
on Monday suspended school indefi­
nitely. CSIU is also providing profes­
sional development for teachers.

“Sometimes a crisis brings peo­
ple together,” said CSIU director 
of community outreach Bernadette 
Boerckel. “What we’re seeing is 17 
school districts in our area moving 
the same direction and all trying to 
support the learning of their students. 
The amount of time they are putting 
in to create lessons and engage in 
students when they are home. It’s 
phenomenal. Everyone’s collective 
energy is meeting the needs of the 
people in our region.”

See ONLINE, Page B2

TODAY
WITH YOUR

MiLMi
Editor’s Note: This is part of an 

ongoing series of ideas highlighting 
activities available to children and 
families during the shutdown of Val­
ley schools.

Celebrate the 100th anniver­
sary of women getting the right to 
vote and more vital history with a 
virtual tour of the National Women’s 
History Museum. Learn about the 
women of NASA, those who fought 
for civil rights and even women in 
the Olympics.
■ https://www.womenshistory.org/ 
womens-history/online-exhibits

Fire destroys home, displaces 6
By Marcia Moore
mmoore@dailyitem.com

SELINSGROVE - A quick-mov­
ing blaze drove six occupants out of a 
West Sassafras Street home Wednes­
day afternoon.

The 2082 W. Sassafras St. home 
owned by David Bealer was destroyed 
by the fire that started in the attached 
garage as some of the occupants were 
working on a vehicle, said Dauntless 
Hook & Ladder Assistant Fire Chief 
Colin Rice.

Rice, who lives nearby, arrived at 
the scene in less than one minute from 
receiving the call at 2:19 p.m.

The garage was fully engulfed in 
flames “and fire was pushing into the 
house,” he said.

All six occupants and a dog es­
caped but one male member of the

household was evaluated for smoke 
inhalation by emergency responders, 
Rice said.

The accidental fire destroyed the 
ranch home and garage. The Ameri­
can Red Cross was contacted, he said.

Lisa Landis, a spokeswoman for the 
Greater Pennsylvania Region of the 
Red Cross, said four adults and two 
children are being provided shelter 
at a Snyder County hotel, food and 
clothing.“We are seeing some new 
challenges in light of the pandemic 
and we’ve had to readjust, but we are 
still delivering services,” Landis said.

Responding to the fire scene 
were emergency responders from 
Hummels Wharf, Shamokin Dam, 
Kreamer, Middleburg, Port Trevor- 
ton, Freeburg, Fremont and DH&L 
Fire companies and DH&L Ambu­
lance.

Justin Engle/The Daily Item

Firefighters work at the scene of Wednesday’s fire on West 
Sassafras Street in Selinsgrove.

COVID-19

Community Aid thrift store 
no longer taking donations

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

The Community Aid drop-off box located near St. Monica’s Church in Sunbury is overflowing.

Business prohibited from making pickups
By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

SUNBURY - People who 
are using the shutdown to do 
some spring cleaning are asked 
to hold off on leaving items at 
Community Aid donation bins.

The thrift store is no longer tak­
ing donations, said a company 
spokesperson.

Community Aid, which is 
based in Mechanicsburg, but 
has a branch in Selinsgrove, was 
not given a waiver from Gov. 
Tom Wolf for trucks to go out

and pick up the donations, ac­
cording to spokesperson Chavah 
Redmond.

“We have put out multiple 
messages to please hold off on 
all donations,” she said Wednes­
day. “We are currently closed 
and prohibited from picking up

or receiving any donations at our 
store locations.”

Redmond said Community 
Aid appreciates the donations 
but they don’t want to see cloth­
ing getting ruined.

See AID, Page B4

Construction resumes on PRIME project
By Eric Scicchitano
escicchitano@dailyitem.com

Construction resumed Monday at 
Evangelical Community Hospital 
where tradespeople returned to the 
hospital expansion job-site under 
new measures designed to protect 
workers from the novel coronavirus.

Hospital construction and renova­
tion remain among the essential busi­
ness exemptions permitted within 
Gov. Tom Wolf’s statewide stay-at- 
home order issued Wednesday. Work 
on the $72 million PRIME project 
halted March 19 under Gov. Tom 
Wolf’s initial work-stoppage order.

PRIME is a 4-story addition to the 
hospital plus interior renovations to 
the existing structure. It’s designed

See PRIME, Page B4

Robert Inglis/The Dally Item

Construction is in progress despite the coronavirus on Evan­
gelical Community Hospital’s PRIME Project.

LCB resumes 
online liquor 
sales, stores 
still closed
By John Finnerty
jfinnerty@cnhi.com

HARRISBURG - While Pennsyl­
vania’s state-run liquor stores remain 
closed as part of the statewide business 
shutdown, online sales through the 
Liquor Control Board website resumed 
Wednesday, Gov. Tom Wolf said.

Wolf announced the change during 
an afternoon press conference at which 
he’d announced that the entire state is 
now under a stay-at-home order.

See LIQUOR, Page B2

NOW 
HIRING!!

To apply: Call 570-286-9460 or visit 
204 N. Front Street | Sunbury, PA 17801 
www.HomeHelpersHomeCare.com/csv

In-Home Health Caregivers Needed Immediately
Come help us Make A Difference by providing:

/ Compassionate Care to our Elderly 
/ Quality of Life for Families 
/ Companionship in Daily Activities 
/ Day and Night Shifts Available 
/ Competitive Wages

Direct
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Police: Man charged with strangulation
ACROSS THE VALLEY

By The Daily Item staff and stringers

Community 
Aid no
longer taking 
donations
AID, from Page B1

“We are relying on the kind­
ness and patience of everyone,” 
she said. “We appreciate the 
generosity but we don’t want 
to see it go to waste. We are 
asking people to keep the do­
nations safe at home when we 
start up, we will be so happy 
to take them and we will need 
them.”

“We would ask that people 
please refrain from putting 
their household items around 
these containers and rather 
wait for them to be emptied 
so the items can be placed in­
side,” Sunbury City Council­
man Chris Reis said.

Reis said the bags are piling 
up and overflowing through 
the metal containers that are 
put in place to accept the bags 
and keep the clothing from the 
elements.

“We just don’t want it to 
look like a dumping spot,” 
Reis said.

Reis said he understands 
while people are home during 
the state’s and federal govern­
ment’s guidelines to attempt to 
curve COVID-19, people are 
cleaning out clothes.

“It’s great that there will be 
so many more items for people 
but we just have to watch that 
the clothes do not get wet and 
continue to pile up,” he said.

LCB resumes 
online liquor 
sales, stores 
still closed
LIQUOR, from Page B1

Pennsylvania is the only 
state to completely shutter its 
network of state-run liquor 
stores. Wolf said closing the 
stores is a necessary step to 
protect the health of store 
workers, as well as the public 
by eliminating a spot where 
people gather.

“I think that’s going to be 
good for employees in the li­
quor store and it’s also going 
to be good for the patrons, it’s 
one less place for the disease 
to spread,” Wolf said. “In the 
meantime we have opened up 
online sales so you can use the 
online service, and That is the 
way to buy liquor in this crisis. 
That’s the safe way to do it.”

The online sales link on the 
LCB website wasn’t operating 
Wednesday afternoon though.

Elizabeth Brassell, a LCB 
spokeswoman said the Penn­
sylvania Liquor Control Board 
resumed limited sales from 
www.FineWineAndGoodSpir- 
its.com, accepting a controlled 
number of orders per day with 
plans to increase order capac­
ity as fulfillment capacity in­
creases.

Customers will be limited 
to purchasing up to six bottles 
per transaction from a reduced 
catalogue of about 1,000 top­
selling wines and spirits. All 
orders must be shipped to 
home or non-store addresses, 
and only one order per address 
will be fulfilled per day, she 
said.

“We understand the public 
wants to have access to wines 
and spirits during these un­
precedented times, but we 
have a responsibility to miti­
gate community spread of this 
virus to every extent possible 
and make sure our employ­
ees and our customers are 
as safe as they can be,” said 
Liquor Control Board Chair­
man Tim Holden. “We believe 
that re-opening FineWineAn- 
dGoodSpirits.com in a con­
trolled manner will allow us to 
provide access to consumers 
while also protecting our em­
ployees and consumers from 
unnecessary risk.”

Access to www.FineWine- 
AndGoodSpirits.com will be 
randomized to avoid over­
whelming the site with high 
traffic, prevent order abuse 
and prolong access throughout 
the day, so that order availabil­
ity isn’t exhausted in seconds 
or minutes each day.

A Watsontown man has 
been arrested and charged 
by Watsontown police with 
felony counts of strangulation 
and endangering the welfare 
of children, and misdemeanor 
counts of terroristic threats, 
simple assault, and resisting 
arrest.

The charges stem from an 
incident involving Brian S. 
Lebarron on Tuesday, at 11:30 
p.m., along East Eighth Street, 
in Watsontown.

According to police, they 
were called for a domestic 
assault, where the victim was 
choked by Lebarron and he 
threatened to kill the victim.

When police attempted to 
arrest Lebarron, he resisted 
arrest and police used force 
to take Lebarron into cus­
tody, including deploying a 
Taser electrical incapacitation 
device on Lebarron. Lebarron 
was subsequently committed 
to Northumberland County 
lail pending arraignment on 
these charges, police said.

- RICK DANDES

DANVILLE

SPCA adoption 
center to 
open free pet 
food pantry

Pet owners in need of 
food can get it for free at the 
Danville Adoption Center of 
the Pennsylvania SPCA, along 
Bloom Road.

The cat and dog food will 
be available from noon to 6 
p.m. on April 4 for curbside 
pickup. Staff and volunteers 
will load the food into ve­
hicles while clients remain in 
their cars to maintain social

ONLINE, from Page B1

The materials can be found 
on https://www.csiu.org/learn- 
ingresources, which is intended 
to provide learning resources 
for districts, teachers, and 
parents who are supporting 
students’ in-home learning 
environments during school 
closures. A variety of online 
communication tools and strat­
egies will be used.

The point of this is not a 
complete curriculum; these are 
engaging activities that could 
supplement the materials, said 
Boerckel.

For parents
The Parent folder includes 

more detailed, weekly learn­
ing plans, to help enrich and 
supplement the home education 
of Pre-K-12 students. Teachers 
may also benefit from the plans 
in this folder which are specific 
to each grade and content level 
as well as college and career 
readiness, occupational and 
physical therapy, speech, and 
Hearing.

The website provides grade 
and content-specific links and

POLICE

The Daily Item collects and 
publishes police reports as a 
public service to its readers. 
The reports often contain 
police allegations against in­
dividuals. Such allegations do 
not mean the individuals ac­
tually committed a crime. All 
people named in connection 
with a crime are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law.

The Daily Item
200 Market Street 
Sunbury, PA, 17801 
www.dailyitem.com 
570-286-5671 
Fax: 570-286-2570 
(800) 792-2303

NEWSROOM
How to submit tips for 

news, photographs
Call the newsroom at 570- 

863-3213 or (800) 792-2303.
Fax your tips at 570-286- 

7695 or e-mail tips to:

distancing, shelter manager 
Kristian Szwast said.

This special food pantry is 
being held in response to the 
COVID-19 crisis, she said.

“We are lifting the applica­
tion process to help as many 
families as we can during 
these hard times. Clients 
should be aware that we will 
be returning to the regular 
application process once the 
mandated COVID-19 proto­
cols are lifted. The regular 
application process would 
require proof of spay or neu­
ter, a completed application 
and proof of low income such 
as SSI, unemployment, SNAP, 
Medicaid, etc.,” she said.

The pantry, which includes 
the application process, will 
be held from 10 a.m. to noon 
April 4.

- KAREN BLACKLEDGE

HARRISBURG

State Supreme 
Court keeping 
courts closed 
through April 30

The Pennsylvania Su­
preme Court has extended 
the statewide judicial emer­
gency keeping courts gener­
ally closed through April 30 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The emergency order was 
initially issued on March 16 
through April 3.

The extension was made 
at the urging of the Depart-

templates that can be visited 
or downloaded. The CSIU 
Helplines document provides 
email addresses that you may 
use to access experts in a va­
riety of areas as you navigate 
online learning. Additionally, 
teachers will find professional 
development opportunities and 
spaces to share resources and 
experiences with colleagues.

Teacher involvement
Dr. Molly Nied, CSIU’s di­

rector of academics who is the 
supervisor of the project, gath­
ered a team of 30 teachers from 
various content and grade lev­
els from several districts who 
helped to vet the resources and 
write the weekly lesson plans. 
Each Friday will include the 
complete set for the next week. 
The team has also considered 
those without internet access 
and created printable packets.

“These are a very talented 
and dedicated group of teach­
ers who jumped right into ac­
tion,” said Nied. “We met Mon­
day morning at 8 a.m. through 
Zoom (videoconferencing) and 
they had lesson plans created 
within 24 hours. We had this

CORRECTIONS

It is the policy of The Daily 
Item to correct factual errors 
in news stories and photo 
captions. We invite readers to 
call the newsroom, (570) 286- 
5671, Ext. 350, from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, or write to Editor, Box 
607, 200 Market St., Sunbury, 
PA 17801

news@dailyitem.com 
Staff contacts 
Editor: Dennis Lyons, 570- 

988-5482, dlyons@dailyitem.com 
Managing Editor: Bill Bow­

man, 570-988-5474, bbow- 
man@dailyitem.com 

Features Editor: John Zak- 
tansky, 570-988-5473, jzaktan- 
sky@dailyitem.com

Managing Editor/Money: 
David Hilliard, 570-988-5484, 
dhilliard@dailyitem.com 

Sports Editor: Kurt Ritzman, 
570-988-5489, kritzman@daily- 
item.com 

Sports Events: sports@ 
dailyitem.com

ment of Health, according to 
the Administrative Office of 
Pennsylvania Courts release.

In addition, president 
judges are authorized to 
declare a judicial emergency 
in their judicial districts 
through May 31 if they deem 
it necessary.

- MARCIA MOORE

LEWISBURG

District changes 
student meal 
distribution 
schedule for April

Lewisburg Area School 
District altered its meal 
distribution schedule for 
April. Staggered distribu­
tion is as follows: April 3, 6, 
8, 14, 16,20,22,24,27,29. 
Two meals will be distrib­
uted on these dates except 
on Fridays, when one meal is 
distributed.

Distribution remains from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
previously established pickup 
sites: Kelly Elementary 
School, Eichborn Middle 
School, GreenSpace Center 
(former high school).

Mobile distribution sites 
and times are split by routes, 
northern and southern.

Northern route: 11:35 a.m. 
Timberhaven, 11:50 a.m. 
Shelly Circle, 12:10 p.m. West 
Milton underpass. Southern 
route: 11:35 a.m. Penn Com­
mons, 11:50 a.m. Second and 
St. Mary streets, 12:10 p.m.

vision to get resources into the 
hands of families and districts 
as fast as we can.”

Many parents are working 
remotely, home while being 
laid off or coming home from 
high-stress jobs, so the CSIU 
wanted to “ease the burden for 
parents,” said Nied.

“We know this is a really 
stressful time for families,” 
she said. “The unknown can 
be scary.”

Dr. Cheryl Latorre, a for­
mer superintendent at Dan­
ville Area and Mount Carmel 
Area, provided her expertise 
and experience to help launch 
the K-12 curriculum in less 
than a week. Latorre is a con­
tracted consultant under Neid.

“Many parents right now are 
trying to do their jobs from 
home with a house full of kids 
and try to engage them,” said 
Latorre. “We put a team to­
gether to build a comprehen­
sive curriculum that any parent 
or a student can access.”

The teachers have been 
“amazing,” she said. “It’s 
outstanding. They're putting 
things out and it can be used 
for a 365-day curriculum.”

■ PENNSYLVANIA
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Essex Place, 12:30 p.m. Win­
field Baptist Church.

There are no changes to 
meal eligibility.

- ERIC SCICCHITANO

NORTHUMBERLAND

SECV: Free 
internet to new 
student, teacher 
customers

Service Electric Cablevi- 
sion is offering 90 days 
of free internet service to 
students and teachers who do 
not already subscribe to the 
SECV internet.

General manager Samuel 
Haulman made the an­
nouncement to the media on 
Wednesday. This offer in­
cludes the 40M x 4M tier of 
internet service, along with 
a free cable modem rental. It 
applies only to new custom­
ers that have not subscribed 
to SECV Internet service 
within the last 60 days and 
other restrictions may apply.

“Self-installation is re­
quired with the assistance 
of a technician outside the 
residence to ensure the safety 
of our employees,” said 
Haulman. “All new custom­
ers must provide written 
proof of their child’s current 
enrollment at a local school 
in SECV’s service area.
All teachers must reside in 
SECV’s service area and 
provide evidence of current 
employment status.”

For more information or 
to enroll in the eLearning 
offer, please have students or 
teachers call us at 877-955- 
7328.

- JUSTIN STRAWSER

Alice Justice, a retired 
educator and counselor from 
Midd-West, Lewisburg Area 
and Central Columbia school 
districts, said the Zoom meet­
ings have been “mini think 
tanks,” where a lot of great 
ideas are coming out.

“I’m really excited,” she said. 
“This is an array of materials 
for all grade levels. It’s been 
a very rewarding, hectic and 
exhausting process, but I think 
the product in the first week is 
really good.”

June Heeter, a first-grade 
teacher at the Danville Primary 
School, helped develop the cur­
riculum. Danville developed 
its own curriculum, but this 
will give everyone access to 
the curriculum, she said.

“I will put the link directly 
on the web page so parents can 
access it in addition to what 
Danville is doing for students,” 
she said. It has a lot of great 
information and activities on 
there. It’s great for the little 
ones and the higher-ups. It 
gives them another resource to 
use while at home during this.”

Heeter described the group 
as “an amazing group of peo-
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SELINSGROVE

District changes 
location of 
student lunch 
distribution

The Selinsgrove School 
District is moving the loca­
tions for student lunch distri­
bution to Port Trevorton, at 
the Hope Methodist Church, 
and Shamokin Dam at the 
Jack Treas park, the district 
announced Wednesday.

Its lunch distribution pro­
gram is available to any child 
age 18 or younger.

Hours for pick up are 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday only.

- RICK DANDES

SELINSGROVE

SU students 
allowed to take 
pass-or-fail 
option

Susquehanna University is 
permitting students to have 
any or all spring 2020 courses 
graded on a pass-or-fail basis 
due to the school’s closure 
amid the coronavirus pan­
demic.

In a letter posted online, 
Provost Dave Ramsaran out­
lined the option students may 
take no later than May 1 and 
the consequences. Students 
who do not choose the pass- 
fail option will receive regular 
letter grades.

The university is also ex­
tending the late withdrawal 
period for the semester to 
May 1.

- MARCIA MOORE

pie” who is knowledgable in 
the field.

The teachers involved in de­
veloping the curriculum who 
are also still planning to teach 
are all “superheroes,” said Jus­
tice.

Classroom/supervisory staff 
will communicate with all 
families and survey them to 
determine the availability of 
technology in the home (tablet, 
computer, high-speed inter­
net, email, phone calls, etc.) 
in order to determine the ap­
propriate method of continuity 
of education delivery.

For families with limited ac­
cess to technology, CSIU staff 
will provide printable student- 
specific enrichment and review 
packets. CSIU staff will ensure 
that the materials are delivered 
to families as needed. Home- 
schooling kits (construction 
paper, glue, scissors, Playdoh, 
etc.) will be provided to each 
preschool family. Families, if 
they are able, can also go to a 
spot with public internet access 
to download the materials.

There are resources for spe­
cial education as well as gradu­
ation resources for seniors.
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CSIU launches extensive online learning resources


