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Trump: Better days ahead
President: Term spent reversing Biden’s damage
By Jonathan Lemire, 
Michelle L. Price 
and Kevin Freking
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON - Facing a 
national moment fraught with 
racial turmoil and a deadly 
pandemic, President Donald 
Trump accepted his party’s re­
nomination on a massive White 
House South Lawn stage Thurs­
day night, boasting of helping 
African Americans and defy­
ing his own administration’s

Watch video at 
dailyitem.com

O pandemic guide­
lines to address 
a tightly packed, 
largely maskless 
crowd.

Trump painted 
an optimistic vi­

sion of America’s future, includ­
ing an eventual triumph over the 
coronavirus pandemic that has 
killed more than 175,000 peo­
ple, left millions unemployed 
and rewritten the rules of so­
ciety. But that brighter horizon 
can only be secured. Trump as­

serted, if he defeats Democrat 
Joe Biden.

Trailing Biden in opinion 
polls, he blistered the former 
vice president’s record and even 
questioned his love of America.

“We have spent the last four 
years reversing the damage Joe 
Biden inflicted over the last 47 
years,” Trump said.

Presenting himself as the last 
barrier protecting an American 
way of life under siege from

See TRUMP, Page A3
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President Donald Trump speaks from the South Lawn 
of the White House on the fourth day of the Repub­
lican National Convention, Thursday, in Washington.

Valley school teachers are 
facing new challenges in the 
classroom during COVID-19 
as they learn how to juggle new 
technologies while engaging 
children in the classroom and 
working remotely.

“This is a whole new way of 
teaching. We are looking for 
cooperation, flexibility and pa­
tience,” said Midd-West history 
teacher Melissa Boonie.

That was the main theme 
heard from several teachers 
who returned to the classroom 

more than five 
months after 
schools were 
abruptly closed 
in March due to 
the coronavirus

Watch video at ,
dailyitem.com pandemic.

“It has been 
challenging, for 

sure,” said Melissa Lilley, a 
fifth-grade teacher at White 
Deer Elementary. “In my 
classroom, I have students that 
are 100 percent in-person as 
well as students that are 100 
percent virtual. This adds a 
layer of complexity because 1 
need to balance my teaching 
to meet the needs of the stu­
dents in the classroom and help 
the students who are accessing

See HELP, Page A2

Justin Strawser/The Daily Item

Line Mountain Middle School teacher Sarah Dutweiler teaches students this week.
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Administrators worry about finding substitute teachers
By Rick Dandes
rdandes@dailyitem.com
and Robert Inglis
ringlis@dailyitem.com

As school districts continue to 
open across the Valley, admin­
istrators say they expect finding 
substitute teachers on a consis­
tent basis will be a struggle.

According to the Pennsylva­
nia Department of Education, 
in the 2010-2011 school year, 
there were 15,031 Pennsylvania 
teaching certificates issued. In 
the 2018-2019 calendar year, 
that number was down to 5,505. 
It’s created a shortage of teach­
ers for full-time positions, let 
alone those who receive the 
early morning calls.

Add COVID-19 into the mix 
and the guidance required with 
any potential quarantines, and 
it becomes that much more dif­
ficult for school districts to fill 
classrooms.

“For the past seven- 
to-10 years, finding substitute 
teachers has been tough for pub­
lic schools across the nation,” 
said Shikellamy School District 
Superintendent Jason Bendle.

“With fewer students choos­
ing education as a career op­
tion, school districts across the 
commonwealth are experiencing 
teacher shortages and substitute 
shortages,” added Alan Hack, 
Warrior Run School District 
superintendent.

Many of the area school sub­
stitutes attend the CSIU’s guest 
teacher program, which allows 
those with a bachelor’s degree 
to obtain an emergency permit 
valid for one year.

The CSIU offers three train­
ing sessions a year — January, 
July and October — according 
to Jennifer Williams, director 
of Special Education and Early 
Childhood Services. “We had 
14 participants, done virtually 
in our July session,” she said.

“Generally if we weren’t un­
der COVID-19, it’s a two-day 
training,” said Williams. “The 
first day is theory in the class-

See TEACHERS, Page A2

to online
classes
Monday
89 students 
total have tested 
positive for virus

The Daily Item

Bloomsburg University will shift 
to remote instruction beginning 
Monday after 89 students have 
tested positive for COVID-19 in 
the first two weeks since students 
arrived on campus.

According to a release from the 
university, the decision to transi­
tion to remote learning came after 
school leaders 
monitored a 
“concerning 
upward trend,” 
in cases.

“This de­
cision was 
made after 
consultation 
with my lead­
ership team, 
members of 
our Council of 
Trustees, and 
the Office of the Chancellor,” said 
Bloomsburg University President 
Bashar W. Hanna. “With care and 
concern for the safety and well­
being of our students, faculty, and 
staff, their families, and our neigh­
bors in the Town of Bloomsburg, 
it is clear that we must make this 
transition and modify our on-cam-

See BLOOMU, Page A2
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Local
Northumberland 
County adds 11 
COVID-19 cases
From staff 
and wire reports

State health officials an­
nounced 11 new COVID-19 
cases in Northumberland 
County on Thursday, the only 
ones in the Valley, as the De­
partment of Health announced 
620 cases statewide.

There were no new cases 
in Montour, Snyder or Union 
counties. Union County, which 
has had a recent spike attributed 
to congregate facilities, has re­
mained at 359 cases since Sun­
day and should drop below the 
state’s threshold of‘'substantial” 
cases of 100 cases per 100,000 
residents over a seven-day pe­
riod when the weekly data is re­
leased today. Union County has 
had only 12 cases since Aug. 21.

There have been 131,156 
cases statewide since March 
and state health officials esti­
mate 81 percent have recovered. 
Locally, there have now been 
1,285 cases: 652 in Northum­
berland County, 359 in Union, 
148 in Snyder and 126 in Mon­
tour.

State health officials an­
nounced 11 new deaths across 
Pennsylvania, pushing the state 
total to 7,635 people who have 
died from complications due to 
the novel coronavirus. Of that 
total, 5,157 have been tied to 
long-term care facilities. Of the 
Valley’s 41 total deaths, 30 of 
them have been linked to nurs­
ing homes in Northumberland 
County, including 23 at Mil­
ton Rehabilitation and Nurs­
ing Center. There were no new 
deaths locally in the latest data.

Church suspends worship
The St. Andrews United 

Methodist Church in Milton has 
suspended in-person worship 
services for the next two weeks 
after someone who attended 
services on Aug. 23 tested posi­
tive for COVID-19.

The facility, located at 102 
Lower Market St. in Milton 
will resume worship on Sept. 
13. The church will be cleaned 
before services resume, church 
leaders said.

Pastor Barbara Yorks said 
Thursday when services re­
sume, two services will be held 
at 8:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. and 
two will be held for the rest of 
September. The 8:45 service — 
a new addition to the schedule 
— will be the same as the 10:30. 
Services for the next two weeks 
will be shown live-streamed 
on Facebook and YouTube and 
will continue when in-person 
services continue.

Hospitalizations
The number of COVID-19 

patients hospitalized in the 
state dropped slightly. Accord­
ing to state health officials, 542 
patients across the state are in 
hospitals, up five from Wednes­
day and well below the peak of 
more than 2,000 in April. The 
number of patients on ventila­
tors increased to 82. There are

1 CASES 1
Thursday Total

State 620 131,156
Montour 0 126
North’land 11 652
Snyder 0 148
Union 0 359

I DEATHS 1
Thursday Total

State 11 7,635
Montour 0 4
North’land 0 31
Snyder 0 2
Union 0 4

COUNTIES 
WITH MOST 
NEW CASES

■ Philadelphia: 77
■ Allegheny: 61
■ Montgomery: 53
■ Delaware: 43
■ York: 43

22 patients in Valley hospitals, 
including one on a ventilator 
in Geisinger. There are nine 
patients at Geisinger Medical 
Center, eight at Evangelical 
Community Hospital and five 
at Geisinger-Shamokin.

Between Aug. 19 and Aug. 
25, the state administered 
151,008 tests with 4,387 posi­
tive cases, a positivity rate of 
2.9 percent.

Long-term care cases
Of the Valley’s cases, 254 

have been linked to long-term 
care facilities and 102 to fed­
eral prison facilities in Union 
County.

In Northumberland County 
facilities, there are 241 cases 
— 181 residents and 60 staff­
ers — in five facilities. That 
is an increase of three cases 
from Wednesday, two resi­
dents and one staffer. Of Nor­
thumberland County’s total, 
150 — 95 residents and 55 
staffers — are from the Milton 
nursing center. One staffer at 
one Montour County facility 
has tested positive, while four 
residents and two staffers at 
one Snyder County facility 
and three residents and three 
staffers at four Union County 
facilities have tested positive. 
No deaths have been reported 
in Montour, Snyder or Union 
facilities.

In Pennsylvania nursing and 
personal care homes statewide, 
there are 20,870 resident cases 
of COVID-19, and 4,440 cases 
among employees.

According to the federal Bu­
reau of Prisons, there are no 
new cases at federal facilities in 
Allenwood or Lewisburg. There 
are still 36 active cases at the 
federal facilities. The number 
of active inmate cases at USP 
Lewisburg dropped from 26 to 
24. There are still eight active 
cases among staffers at USP 
Lewisburg and 4 at the Alien- 
wood facilities.

Bloomll to switch to 
online classes Monday
BLOOMU, from Page A1

pus operations to protect our 
community from the contin­
ued spread of the COVID-19 
virus.”

All clubs, organizations — 
including fraternities and so­
rorities — will suspend all in- 
person activities. All collegiate 
athletics at the university were 
suspended when the Pennsylva­
nia State Athletic Conference 
called off fall sports in July.

The state Department of 
Health added another 16 cases 
to Columbia County’s total on 
Thursday.

According to the university, 
students remaining on-campus 
will not be required to leave 
their residence halls since a 
number of students come from 
areas without broadband access 
or may not have the support they 
need to complete the semester 
successfully.

“I know that this announce­
ment will be a disappointment

to many of you, and I share your 
disappointment,” said Hanna. 
“But I am confident that we 
will work together in support 
of our students during this tran­
sition over the coming days, and 
throughout a successful fall se­
mester.”

Hanna said students who opt 
to return home to finish the se­
mester remotely will be reim­
bursed for their remaining room 
and board.

The Student Health Center 
will remain open. On-campus 
facilities (including the Rec 
Center) will be available to on- 
campus residents only and all 
applicable unused fees will be 
reimbursed as appropriate for 
students returning home.

Hanna said all un unused fees 
will be reimbursed as appro­
priate, and university officials 
will provide more details about 
those funds over the next week.

Educators adapting to help children
HELP, from Page A1

the class remotely. The hybrid 
students may have extra issues 
with connectivity or difficulty 
navigating on the platform we 
are using for instruction.”

Sarah Dutweiler, an eighth- 
grade English Language Arts 
teacher at Line Mountain, said 
she’s trying to balance the use 
of new technology needed to 
connect the remote learners 
while simultaneously instruct­
ing the students in the class­
room.

It’s a similar issue for Lilley 
who is trying to figure out how to 
effectively instruct students in the 
classroom and students working 
elsewhere.

“I feel that with more practice, 
we will definitely all get better 
at navigating this new teaching 
and learning model,” she said. 
“Every virtual classroom is dif­
ferent, but I feel that things have 
started off on the right foot. The 
support from the community, 
families, and students has been 
very helpful as we are all in this 
situation together. The health and 
safety is our priority with our 
students, and with those needs 
being met, learning is also able 
to take place.”

Most students returned for in- 
person classes, but they may opt 
for distance learning at any time 
during the year. Those students 
can watch a live stream of the 
class, ask questions and partici­
pate, said Dutweiler.

“I have personally appreciated 
all of the grace that has been 
shown to teachers as we all navi­
gate this new way of teaching,” 
said Lauren Hoover, a second- 
grade teacher at Selinsgrove Area 
School District. “There have been 
technological glitches and de­
lays along the way, but families 
have been great as we help them 
solve problems. Overall, the first 
week has been so positive for 
me as a teacher and a mother 
of two children in the elemen­
tary school. The teachers have 
made the transition to this new 
normal as seamless as possible 
for children. I have been looking 
forward to an in-person return 
for many months, and it has been 
so amazing to see students’ eyes 
light up with excitement and be 
on the receiving end of so many 
‘air hugs.’”

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item
Midd-West first-year teacher Joseph Mower talks 
about his first day of classes.

Easy reopening
Selinsgrove High School so­

cial studies teacher Bill Switala 
said he was pleasantly surprised 
with the easy school reopening.

“I expected to feel unsafe af­
ter seeing the pictures on TV a 
few weeks ago from Georgia 
and Florida schools, however, I 
think that our district has really 
taken the best possible approach 
considering the circumstances. I 
give our administration a ton of 
credit, they created a situation 
where families can make the best 
choices for themselves and have 
given us the tools and training 
to make in-person and distance 
learning work,” said Switala. “Of 
course, there are always going to 
be bumps along the way, but ev­
eryone seems to understand that 
this is going to be a very different 
year in education. Our students 
also deserve a ton of credit be­
cause they seem to understand 
the importance of masking and 
social distancing when possible.”

The only issue he’s encoun­
tered in the first week is with 
some distance-learning students.

“Most are logging in and stay­
ing on top of their work; however, 
there are still a few who seem to 
think that they will be given a 
free pass and haven’t done any­
thing yet. Distance learning truly 
only works if a student takes the 
responsibility to open their laptop 
and do the work,” said Switala.

Lauren Steiner is a kindergar­
ten teacher at Baugher Elemen­
tary who is teaching Flex Learn­
ing Academy Students, most of 
whom are studying remotely.

“While things have been a

little overwhelming the first 
week, I can say that I am feeling 
much more comfortable with my 
routine,” she said, adding that 
there have been a few minor 
technology issues. “We are go­
ing through this process together 
and I have been very impressed 
with the support and understand­
ing from my students’ families. I 
have felt safe while I am in the 
school building and my students 
who are here have done an amaz­
ing job with social distancing 
and keeping their masks on. It 
is amazing how resilient such 
young kids can be.”

William Hammond, a high 
school science teacher at Midd- 
West, said the students attending 
his class virtually on the first day 
of classes had to sit through his 
spiel to students in the building 
about disinfecting desks and 
other COVID-19-related rou­
tines that will be required in the 
school.

“I did a lot of asking how they 
were feeling,” said Hammond.

The most difficult part of the 
first day of school Monday for 
Hammond was seeing students 
eating lunch in the cafeteria at 
seats apart from one another with 
partitions in front of them.

“It’s like eating in a cubicle. It 
hits you when you see that be­
cause lunch is a time for them 
to chitchat and now they liter­
ally are staring at a partition and 
aren’t allowed to congregate,” he 
said. “But it’s better to be here 
than not.”

That was also a common senti­
ment among teachers who said 
they were happy to see the stu­

dents and the students seemed 
pleased to be back in a routine.

“It’s going pretty good so far,” 
said eighth-grader Kinsley Segar, 
13, of West Cameron Township. 
“I don’t like the masks but I like 
being in school.”

First-year Midd-West art 
teacher Joseph Mower said the 
students appear comfortable de­
spite the mask requirement.

Most schools, like Selinsgrove 
Area School District, have set 
up wall-less tents outside school 
buildings where classes can be 
held and students can take a mask 
break.

For David Bittner, an agricul­
tural science teacher at Milton 
High School, the opening of 
school “has exceeded my ex­
pectations in terms of how flex­
ible, positive, and understanding 
students have been during this 
transition. The hybrid learning 
model we use that combines in- 
person and virtual instruction has 
fostered stronger connections be­
tween students and teachers and 
prepared our students to work in 
the 21st century.”

Plans are changing daily 
“sometimes even hourly,” Bittner 
said, “But adaptability and versa­
tility are qualities of outstanding 
teachers and students, which is 
what we have here at Milton.”

At Line Mountain Middle 
School, a few adjustments needed 
to be made to the lunch routine 
to keep students moving through 
the line a bit faster but otherwise 
the opening went smoothly, Prin­
cipal Jeff Lagerman said.

Boonie said she’s reassuring 
students at Midd-West that the 
mask requirements, social dis­
tancing and other drastic safety 
measures being taken won’t be 
permanent.

“I’m telling students this is all 
temporary but your education 
and your diploma will last the 
rest of your life,” she said. “I see 
what our first-responders and 
hospital workers did at the be­
ginning of this (pandemic) and 
I take comfort in knowing they 
got through it. We just have to be 
patient with each other. Imagine 
the mask-burning party we’re 
going to have.”

■ The Daily Item writers 
Rick Dandes and Justin 
Strawser contributed to this 
report.

Administrators worry about finding substitute teachers
TEACHERS, from Page A1

room. Day two, participants go 
observe different classrooms 
around the region. This time we 
couldn’t do the observations.” 

Helna Vincent, 24 of Danville, 
started substituting through the 
guest teacher program last Au­
gust. “I feel, as a sub, I can re­
ally see a difference I make with 
the kids. I love working with the 
teachers, that’s why I’m coming 
back this year,” she said.

Although she loves working 
as a substitute, Vincent is wor­
ried about going back this year 
because of the coronavirus.

“Yes, there is a lot of concern,” 
she said, “because I know, in a 
few other states, I’ve seen news 
of schools starting up early and 
have seen students and teachers 
getting infected.”

Chuck Marsters, 73, of Dan­
ville, is heading into his fourth 
year of being a substitute teacher 
with the CSIU. “I recognized I 
retired a little too soon. I wanted 
to go out and do more and this is 
doing something for a population 
that needs help,” Marsters said.

Marsters doesn’t plan on let­
ting COVID-19 keep him home 
this year.

“I did work in the hospital,” he 
said, “so I understand that these 
viral type incidences can have 
some tragic events sometimes. 
Especially in our area, I don’t see 
that very evident, that things have 
been kept on a neutral basis.” 

According to Danville Area

"... We will probably have some increased chal­
lenges in finding subs on a day-to-day basis.
Mostly because the pool of available people has 
shrunk, and with fewer people doing it, we all are 
competing for the same pool."
— Cathy Moser, Lewisburg assistant superintendent

School District Superinten­
dent Ricki Boyle, the district 
has “about 30 substitute teachers 
on our list but only about one- 
third of them are available on a 
regular basis.”

Shikellamy has around 24 
substitute teachers on their list, 
according to Bendle. The CSIU 
has a list of 71 substitutes, accord­
ing to Anthony Serafini, Special 
Education and Special Projects 
Supervisor.

“This year,” said Cathy Moser, 
the assistant superintendent at 
Lewisburg Area School District, 
“with not any sense of a total 
number or pool (of substitutes), 
we will probably have some 
increased challenges in find­
ing subs on a day-to-day basis. 
Mostly because the pool of avail­
able people has shrunk, and with 
fewer people doing it, we all are 
competing for the same pool.”

Area schools have created a 
list of COVID-19 protocols for 
both students and teachers alike 
and substitutes will have to follow 
those policies as well.

“In our own plan, we are advo­

cating self-screening at home. Do 
not come in if you are not feeling 
well. If symptoms appear during 
the day, our school nursing staff 
will handle those,” said Moser.

Those policies and procedures 
are not only required by the state, 
but are also a comfort to some 
of those coming to work in the 
buildings.

Substitute teacher and mother 
of three, Kelly Saul-Bromwell, 
42, of Danville, is going into her 
third year of substitute teaching.

“I don’t really have concerns,” 
she said. “I think the schools have 
a pretty good plan in place and 
they’ve taken precautions. They 
are doing their best to keep every­
one safe and provide an enjoyable 
learning environment.”

One of the factors that will be 
important for Vincent is, “how 
each specific school is handling 
COVID-19. I’ve been looking at 
the state website to see the dif­
ferent regions and what levels 
they are at.”

“I agree with the social dis­
tancing,” said Marsters. “That 
with it being a viral illness, hav­
ing a mask on is going to be 
good.”

Marsters also feels that it’s im­
portant for the kids to be back 
in school in person. “I think the 
psychological aspect of this is 
pretty important that these kids 
come back and focus on what 
they were doing instead of noth­
ing,” he said.

School districts are being pro­
active in their attempts to attract 
and retain substitutes.

Lewisburg has raised its daily 
substitute pay rate from $120 per 
day to $125 this year. The CSIU 
has been signing subs up for 
120-day contracts which would 
guarantee them at least that many 
days of work this school year. 
Shikellamy has been encourag­
ing families to go through the 
guest teacher program at the 
CSIU.

“Even if they only want to 
work one to two days a month 
that helps us,” said Bendle. “For 
us to fill the substitute need, we 
have to think outside the box.”

“Staff members might have 
a need to be out of school on a 
longer basis this year based on 
their own pre-existing conditions 
or family needs. If they have chil­
dren and they are sick and have to 
stay home to take care of them,” 
Moser said.
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