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EQUIPMENT GIVEAWAY

Some Valley students take 
first rides on donated bikes

Wolf blasts 
court ruling 
on virus 
measures
Governor seeks stay 
during appeal process
By John Finnerty
jfinnerty@cnhi.com

YORK - Gov. Tom Wolf an­
grily pledged to appeal a federal

O court ruling that 
declared much 
of his mitigation 
strategy to limit 
the spread of

Watch video at 
dailyitem.com

coronavirus un- 
constitutional and 
blasted Republi­

cans at the state and national 
level who’ve been critical of his 

actions and cheered the ruling.
“Yesterday, Harrisburg Re-

publicans celebrated while 
thousands and thousands in our 
state continue to suffer,” Wolf 
said. “The president could do 
nothing more than stare at his 
phone and tweet.”

U.S. District Court Judge 
William Stickman ruled Mon­
day that Wolf’s limits on crowd 
sizes of 25 people indoors and 
250 people outdoors violate the 
First Amendment and that the 
state’s move to close nonessen­
tial business was a violation of 
the 14th Amendment.

See WOLF, Page A2
Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

Randy Prunty, left, of Blackburn’s, watches Dayah Oyar, 16, get pushed in her new bicycle donated 
by Variety by her brother Martin, 14, as her mother Pamela watches outside the CSIU in Montandon 
on Tuesday.

Children’s charity holds event at CSIU
By Rob Inglis
ringlis@dailyitem.com

MONTANDON - Dayah 
Oyar enjoys watching her 
brothers ride their bikes 
around the cul-de-sac in their 
Bloomsburg neighborhood. 
Fortunately for her, just 
watching will be a thing of 
the past.

Dayah was one of 10 chil-

Watch video at 
dailyitem.com

dren to receive 
d o n a t i o n s  
f r o m  c h i l ­
dren’s char­
ity Variety on 
Tuesday. The 
donations were 

in the form of adaptive mo­
bility equipment — bikes 
and strollers — given to lo­
cal children with disabilities.

Mickey Sgro, a Variety

board member, made the 
drive from western Pennsyl­
vania to be part of Tuesday’s 
event at the Central Susque­
hanna Intermediate Unit 
(CSIU). Tuesday’s giveaway 
pushed the charity past 375 
bikes donated this year.

“It’s worth it. I’d drive 
anywhere to make sure these 
kids and families get this 
equipment,” he said. “You

see kids doing something no 
one ever thought they ever 
would do. Just happiness in 
their face.”

Variety launched its My 
Bike Program in November 
2012 to impact kid’s lives and 
build a movement within the 
community. Tuesday’s event 
was in partnership with the

See BIKES, PageA2

State surveys find 
no deficiencies at 
Milton Nursing
By Eric Scicchitano
escicchitano@dailyitem.com

Patient care inspections that 
concluded three days after the 
start of a deadly COVID-19 
outbreak at Milton Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center found no 
deficiencies at the facility.

The results of four separate 
complaints all ended with no

citations filed against Milton 
Nursing or its operator. Bed­
rock Care. According to the lat­
est state data released Tuesday, 
33 residents died at the facility 
in the outbreak that dates to 
Aug. 3. There were 109 cases 
among residents and 56 among 
staff.

See MILTON, Page A2

Bucknell profs confident viable virus vaccine in works
By Eric Scicchitano
escicchitano@dailyitem.com

Ongoing trials yielded 
promising results so far in 
the development of a CO- 
VID-19 vaccine, two Buck­
nell University biology 
professors said, but they 
expressed caution about a 
potential fall rollout and 
warned against blending 
politics and science.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention ad­

vised public health agencies 
in late August that two vac­
cines were potentially on 
track for limited distribution 
by November for health care 
employees, other essential 
workers and residents of 
nursing facilities.

Manufacturing and de­
livery models are being 
developed simultaneously 
with the ongoing trials as 
pharmaceutical companies 
race to develop a safe and 
viable vaccine. The White

House launched Operation 
Warp Speed and distributed 
billions of dollars, working 
with public agencies and 
private companies to pro­
duce and deliver 300 mil­
lion doses of vaccines for 
widespread distribution by 
January 2021.

On Tuesday, President 
Donald Trump said a vac­
cine could be ready in as 
little as “four weeks.”

See VACCINE, Page A3

INSIDE
■ 15 new cases in 
Snyder County, 13 
at long-term care 
facilities/A3
■ Midd-West OKs 
expanding stadium 
capacity if state 
passes law/A3
■ Hybrid learning 
to continue at 
Danville through 
Oct. 2/B1

A nurse pre­
pares a shot 
as a study of a 
possible CO- 
VID-19 vaccine, 
developed by 
the National 
Institutes of 
Health and 
Moderna Inc., 
gets underway 
in Binghamton, 
N.Y.
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Local/State
Report: Exploitation of seniors costs more than $58M a year

By John Finnerty
jfinnerty@cnhi.com

HARRISBURG - A new 
Department of Aging report 
shows “alarming” and frequent 
financial exploitation of seniors 
in Pennsylvania.

Close to 1,500 cases were sub­
stantiated in the studied 2017-18 
fiscal year, and losses were es­
timated to exceed $58 million.

That number is likely far 
short of the true cost of finan­
cial exploitation of seniors in 
Pennsylvania, the study notes. 
Researchers estimate that only 
about I-in-44 cases ever comes 
to light because victims are 
rarely willing to alert authorities.

“The results of this study are 
eye-opening and alarming. Fi­
nancial exploitation is an un­
derreported crime that not only 
harms its victims, but also has

a corrosive effect on Pennsylva­
nia’s fiscal health, as older adults 
whose income and assets have 
been drained by this crime are 
more likely to need assistance 
from publicly funded programs,” 
said Secretary of Aging Robert 
Torres.

The report found that most 
often, the victims of financial 
exploiitaton were women, and 
the average age of the victim in 
the 441 cases examined for the 
report, was 79.

Other findings:
■ In 65% of the cases, the 

perpetrators of the fraud were 
relatives;

■ In 42% of the cases, the 
fraud was committed by adult 
children of the victims and In 
10% of the cases, the perpetra­
tors were adult grandchildren;

■ Close to half of the vic­
tims, 43%, lived alone;

■ The average lost in the 
cases studied was $39,395.

“Often, and heartbreakingly 
so, older adults are exploited by 
those they trust and depend upon 
most,” Torres said.

Those figures are similar to 
the findings in other states that 
have examined the issue, ac­
cording to the the Department 
of Aging’s review.

In New York, a review of fi­
nancial exploitation of seniors 
found that family members were 
to blame in 67% of the cases and 
adult children were to blame in 
36% of the cases.

A Utah study revealed that 
family members were to blame 
in 72% and adult children were 
at fault in 47% of the cases.

The report found that unau­
thorized cash withdrawals con­
stituted the largest percentage 
of total loss, with more than

$5 million or 46% of the total 
sampled cases lost to withdraw­
als via ATM, debit card use and 
checks.

Bank overdraft fees were 
found in 35 cases with an aver­
age loss of $1,000 in fees alone.

The Department of Aging 
studied cases in Bedford, Berks, 
Bucks, Chester, Dauphin, Fay­
ette, Fulton, Greene, Hunting­
don, Lancaster, Lehigh, Phila­
delphia, Washington and York 
counties.

Torres said the study was 
launched in response to Gov. 
Tom Wolf’s July 2019 executive 
order directing state agencies 
to reform their efforts to better 
protect vulnerable populations.

Over the past five fiscal years, 
reports of need for elder abuse 
in Pennsylvania have increased 
from 24,413 cases in fiscal year 
2015-2016 to 36,101 cases in fis­

Students take first rides on donated bikes
BIKES, from Page A1

CSIU and Blackburn’s Medi­
cal Equipment.

Dayah visited the CSIU with 
her mother, Pamela Hender­
son, of Bloomsburg, and her 
brothers, Martin and Darren. 
She was presented with one of 
six adaptable bikes, which will 
present new opportunities, her 
mother said.

“I felt so happy,” Henderson 
said. “She loves to watch her 
brothers ride their bikes. She 
just laughs. Now she can go 
alongside them. It’s going to 
mean everything to her. It’s 
another opportunity for her 
to get as close to normal as 
possible.”

Each bike costs about 
$1,800, Sgro said. They 
are free to families who go 
through the application pro­
cess. Funds are raised through 
a mix of private donors and 
foundation money.

“This is the best part of my 
job,” said Jennifer Williams, 
CSIU’s director of Special 
Education and Early Child 
Services. “Whenever I can be 
around the students and see 
the smiles on their faces, it’s 
special. We can all remember 
the first time we rode a bike. 
For some of these kids, this 
might be the first time.

“It gives them a level of

Robert Inglis/the Daily Item

Variety board member Mickey Sgro, left, watches Henry Anspach, 6, test out his 
new bike with help from his mother, Robyn, at the CSIU in Montandon on Tuesday.

independence, to ride bikes 
with siblings and friends. It 
just makes me smile.”

Robyn Anspach and her son 
Henry, 6, also picked up a ve­
hicle on Tuesday at the CSIU.

While she was grateful for 
the program that will give her 
son more opportunities, she

did have one worry: “We prob­
ably won’t get him off of it,” 
she said with a laugh.

Since November 2012, 
nearly 3,500 adaptive bikes, 
adaptive strollers, and commu­
nication devices have been pre­
sented to eligible kids through­
out Variety’s 71-county service

area in Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia, accounting for more 
than $5 million worth of adap­
tive equipment.

Interested families can visit 
w w w.variety pitt sburgh .org/ap - 
plynow to learn more or apply 
or call the Variety office di­
rectly at 724-933-0460.

Pa.: Mail ballots can’t be discarded over signature
By Marc Levy
The Associated Press

HARRISBURG - With 
concerns rising in Pennsylvania 
that tens of thousands of mail- 
in ballots will be discarded in 
the presidential election over 
technicalities, officials in the 
presidential battleground told 
counties they aren’t allowed to 
reject a ballot solely because 
an election official believes a 
signature doesn’t match the one 
in the voter's file.

The new guidance from 
Pennsylvania's Department 
of State — that state law does 
not allow counties to set aside 
mail-in ballots based on their 
signature analysis — prompted 
the League of Women Voters 
of Pennsylvania and the Urban 
League of Greater Pittsburgh to 
drop a lawsuit in federal court 
Monday.

The groups had cited the lack 
of guidance on the subject and 
sought to ensure that voters have 
the chance to fix ballots that are 
flagged for a perceived signature 
mismatch.

“As a result of this case, Penn­
sylvania voters can cast their 
vote without fear that their bal lot 
could be rejected solely because 
an election official — who isn’t 
trained in handwriting analy­
sis — thinks their signatures 
don't match,” said Mark Gaber, 
a Campaign Legal Center law­
yer who represented the groups 
in court.

In Pennsylvania’s June 2 pri­
mary election alone, when 1.5 
million voted by mail, more than 
26,000 ballots were rejected, 
including for “signature-related 
errors or matters of penman­
ship,” the lawsuit had said.

One county election direc­
tor, L. Edward Allison Jr. of

Lawrence County, said that the 
state’s guidance is in line with 
his county’s practices and that 
he doubts it will be controver­
sial with counties. One way of 
fixing it is to contact voters to 
come in to verify their signa­
ture, he said.

“We recognize the fact that, 
as people age, their signature 
changes, I know mine has,” 
Allison said in an interview. 
“Different medical conditions, 
strokes, all that kind of stuff 
enters into it.”

Meanwhile, with seven weeks 
until the Nov. 3 election, a parti­
san stalemate in Pennsylvania’s 
Capitol is holding up legislation 
to fix glitches and gray areas in 
the state's mail-in voting law.

To a great extent, Gov. Tom 
Wolf, a Democrat, and the Leg­
islature's Republican majorities 
are clashing over how to prevent 
vast numbers of ballots from

being discarded because of 
technicalities and how to head 
off the specter of a presidential 
election result hanging in limbo 
on a drawn-out vote count and 
legal fight in Pennsylvania.

Pennsylvania’s Supreme 
Court may rule in lawsuits on 
some of the outstanding issues, 
but Wolf, at a news conference 
on Tuesday in York, pressed 
lawmakers anew to act on 
changes he is seeking.

Republicans have said any 
changes must ensure the elec­
tion is secure. Democrats accuse 
Republicans of pursuing voter 
suppression tactics, including 
trying to outlaw drop boxes 
and satellite election offices 
that Democrat-heavy counties 
in southeastern Pennsylvania, 
including Philadelphia, are plan­
ning to use.

cal year 2018-2019. Financial 
exploitation was the fourth most 
substantiated form of abuse dur­
ing this same period.

Torres said that based on the 
reports findings, the Wolf Ad­
ministration is calling on the 
General Assembly to pass Sen­
ate Bill 819, which passed the 
state Senate unanimously last 
October, but has not moved in 
the state House.

The legislation would seek to 
make it easier for doctors and 
other health care providers by 
providing an easier mechanism 
to report suspected elder abuse. 
It would also provide more tools 
for banks to intervene if there 
are indications of suspicious 
activity; and streamline com­
munications between agencies 
that care for seniors.

State Sen. Robert Mensch, R- 
Montgomery County, authored

the bill and on the floor of the 
state Senate described it as the 
culmination of five years work 
by lawmakers consulting with 
experts and advocates.

“Older Pennsylvanians should 
have the ability to live their lives 
free from the threat of abuse and 
neglect. I believe it is our respon­
sibility to put measures in place 
to safeguard their health, safety, 
and financial security,” he said.

In addition to that legislation, 
Torres said the state intends to 
update regulations to call for 
improved training for protective 
services workers to recognize 
suspected financial exploitation.

The state will also create an 
inter-agency team to try to re­
move barriers interfering with 
efforts to intervene to help se­
niors who are being victimized.

Wolf blasts court rul ng 
on virus measures
WOLF, from Page A1

Health Secretary Dr. Rachel 
Levine said that the judge’s deci­
sion doesn’t impact many of the 
other orders put in place by the 
state to try to slow the spread of 
COVID-19.

“The orders that the gover­
nor and I put in place on mask- 
wearing, mandatory telework, 
worker safety, building safety 
and hospital safety are all still in 
effect to protect Pennsylvanians, 
especially our frontline work­
ers,” Dr. Levine said. “These ex­
isting — and still valid — orders 
were put in place in the absence 
of any federal leadership at a 
time when life-saving decisions 
needed to be made. Saving lives 
has been the cornerstone of all 
of our decisions,” Levine said.

Stickman, a 2019 President 
Donald Trump appointee, noted 
that the state’s initial actions 
were aimed at “flattening the 
curve” but that as the months 
have dragged on, the state’s 
emergency actions have con­
tinued without any explanation 
for when they might end.

Wolf, speaking at a press con­
ference in York, said the judge’s 
decision failed to give the state 
credit for having taken actions 
that saved lives and prevented 
Pennsylvania from seeing as 
much loss of life as neighbor­
ing states like New Jersey and 
New York.

“What’s not up for debate is 
the early and decisive action that 
Secretary (Rachel) Levine, my 
administration and I took early 
in this pandemic saved lives,” 
Wolf said. “The federal govern­
ment dithered” while Pennsyl­
vania acted.

Wolf added that his admin­
istration has asked the federal 
court to issue a stay to keep the 
crowd-size limits in place while 
Stickman’s decision is being ap­
pealed.

He also said members of both 
parties need to acknowledge 
that the pandemic requires a 
thoughtful response.

“I'm going to keep holding 
their feet to the fire to stop play­
ing politics with this disease,” 
he said.

Republicans have repeatedly 
tried to pass legislation that 
would have forced Wolf to re­
lax some of his restrictions, in­
cluding most recently a bill that 
would allow school districts to 
determine how many spectators 
can attend scholastic sporting 
events, regardless of the state’s 
crowd-size limits. Wolf has said 
he will veto that legislation.

Republican legislative leaders 
said Stickman’s ruling vindi­
cated their efforts in pushing 
back against Wolf’s mitigation 
strategy.

House Majority Leader Kerry 
Benninghoff, R-Centre County, 
said Wolf is being “disingenu­
ous” in claiming that Republi­
cans are playing political games.

“We’re taking this very, very 
seriously,” he said.

With the state facing a pos­
sible $5 billion shortfall in rev­
enue, Republican lawmakers 
see restarting the economy as 
crucial.

“At the end of the day, we have 
to have the resources to help the 
people on the front-lines,” he 
said. “It’s going to become very 
real for people when we don’t 
have the additional funding to 
provide to local hospitals, our 
EMS.”
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Surveys find no deficiencies at Milton Nursing
MILTON, from Page A1

All four surveys conducted 
by inspectors of the Pennsyl­
vania Department of Health 
Division of Nursing Care Fa­
cilities resulted from licensure 
complaints alleging potential 
violations of nursing facility 
regulations, one of which is 
noted specific to COVID-19.

The surveys concluded Aug. 6 
and, according to a department 
spokesperson, the nature of the 
complaints are confidential.

“It is important to note that 
there are some surveys that take 
numerous days, and so just be­
cause that survey is publicly 
available, it doesn’t necessar­
ily mean we may not have had 
inspectors in surveying other 
issues at the same time. It is pos­
sible that another survey may 
not be publicly available yet, but 
could be soon,” Press Secretary

Nate Wardle said.
The inspections at Milton 

Nursing count among 635 
conducted at nursing facilities 
statewide including 379 com­
plaint investigations, the results 
of which are included in the 
Department of Health’s August 
2020 report. Five hundred of 
the inspections were specific 
to COVID-19. Nine sanctions 
were finalized against nursing 
care facilities.

To file a complaint, call 
1-800-254-5164, fill out an on­
line form at https://apps.health. 
pa.gov/dohforms/FacilityCom- 
plaint.aspx, email c-ncomplai@ 
pa.gov or mail Division of 
Nursing Care Facilities Direc­
tor, Pennsylvania Department 
of Health, Division of Nursing 
Care Facilities, 625 Forster St., 
Room 526, Health and Wel­
fare Building, Harrisburg, PA 
17120-0701.
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SMOKED CHEESES 
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