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Community Corner

Today in history

In 1912, American aviator Har-
riet Quimby became the first 
woman to fly across the English 
Channel, leaving Dover, England, 
and arriving near Calais, France, 
in 59 minutes.

In 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. 
wrote his “Letter from Birming-
ham Jail” in which the civil rights 
activist responded to a group of  
local clergymen who had criti-
cized him for leading street pro-
tests; King defended his tactics, 
writing, “Injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere.”

On April 16, 2007, in one of  
America’s worst school attacks, 
a college senior killed 32 people 
on the campus of  Virginia Tech 
before taking his own life.

MONTANDON — The 
STEM K’nex Design Chal-
lenge, hosted in a virtual for-
mat by the Central Susque-
hanna Intermediate Unit 
(CSIU) and funded by Ther-
mo Fisher Scientifi c, kicked 
off  last month with students 
participating from regional 
school districts.

In this challenge, teams 
of  students participate in a 
two-hour competition where 
they design, develop and 
implement a solution to an 
engineering problem.

The challenge: Over the 
past 6 months, we have all 
spent a lot of  time in our 
home. You may have discov-

ered that some products or 
appliances in your home 
could be safer or more envi-
ronmentally friendly. Ther-
mo Fisher Scientifi c is work-
ing to make the world health-
ier, cleaner and safer so they 
are asking you to rethink a 
product that you would fi nd 
in your home or create one 
that you should fi nd in your 
home. This product could 
be (but not limited to) a new 
or different way to power 
your home, a new or updated 
appliance, or a new gadget 
for home entertainment.

Projects were created 
using K’nex or recyclable 
materials and were judged 

on creativity, teamwork, 
challenge success, design 
and presentation.

Teams of  students entered 
the competition from Dan-
ville Area, Miffl inburg Area, 
and Shikellamy school dis-
tricts.

Elementary school win-
ners included: Danville 
Area, fi rst place, Henry Cot-
ner, Munjaal Mehta, Henry 
Naylor and Aaray Patel, all 
grade 5; Danville Area, sec-
ond place, Zahra Malekpur, 
Ava Medico, Hannah Merrell 
and Brynn Wilson, all grade 
5; Danville Area, third place, 
Jovi Keller, Sophie Meadows 
and Allison Reedy, all grade 4

Middle school winners 
included: Miffl inburg Area, 
fi rst place, Gareth Sanders, 
Nick Lloyd, Dawson Dodge 
and Xander Peachey, all 
grade 8; Miffl inburg Area, 
second place, Liam Casilla 
and Timothy Hamilton, both 
grade 6.

The winning fi rst place 
team from the elementary 
and middle school compe-
titions will advance to the 
state level in May. The state 
level competition will also be 
in a virtual format.

To learn more about the 
K’NEX Design Challenge, 
visit www.csiu.org/KNEX-
STEM.

Elementary, middle school students 
compete in STEM K’NEX challenge

PROVIDED BY CSIU

Winning elementary school level team (grades 4-5) from 
Liberty Valley Intermediate School, Danville Area School 
District, from left, Henry Cotner, Munjaal Mehta, Henry 
Naylor, Aarav Patel.

PROVIDED BY CSIU

Winning Middle School level team (grades 6-8) from 
Mifflinburg Middle School, from left, Gareth Sanders, Nick 
Lloyd, Dawson Dodge, Xander Peachey.
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At left, Elijah Cruz, as Homer Zuckerman, and Megan Wagner, as Edith Zuckerman, practice a scene for Meadowbrook 
Christian School’s production of Charlotte’s Web.’ At right, Hannah Millett, as Fern, and Josh Dugan, as Wilbur, rehearse 
the school’s production, which continues tonight.

Meadowbrook students on stage


