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Past school director to fill unexpired term
Midd-West board members interview three 
candidates, vote to hire Smith during meeting
By Marcia Moore
mmoore@dailyitem .com

MIDDLEBURG - Former Midd- 
West School Board Director Corey 
Smith will serve a portion of the 
unexpired term of a director who 
resigned.

Smith was one of three candidates 
who applied to serve through the end

of November 2023 after Stephanie 
Bowersox resigned the seat to move 
to northern New York with family.

Smith, a Weis Markets employee 
from Middleburg, had previously 
served an elected four-year term.

He, along with Randy Kline, a 
Hudson Bay Company project man­
ager from Beavertown and father of 
four, and Jennifer White, a Com­

munity Action Agency employee 
from Middleburg and mother of two, 
applied to fill the seat.

The candidates were questioned 
individually by Superintendent Joe 
Stroup and several board members, 
including their interest in serving on 
the board and their understanding 
of the Sunshine Law and Robert’s 
Rules of Order.

“I think we have a strong sense of 
pride in the community,” said Smith, 
who added that an area the district 
could improve is serving students 
with remote learning and providing 
resources to the underserved student 
population. “There are areas of pov­
erty where kids could be supported 
better.”

After the seven board members 
questioned each candidate individu­
ally during Monday’s meeting, a 5-2 
vote was cast for Smith.

Voting for Smith were board Pres­

ident Victor Abate, Directors Terry 
Boonie, Julie Eriksson, Sarah Erd- 
man and Jeremy Tittle.

Board Directors Christopher Nes- 
bit and Tony McKnight voted for 
Kline.

“This is the second time I lost to a 
former school board member,” said 
Kline, who last year unsuccessfully 
sought to fill the unexpired seat of 
board member Shawn Sassaman who 
stepped down last year.

Instead, the board appointed Tittle 
to serve through November 2023.

SWEEP 
Project up 
to $260K 
in funding 
for 2023
By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella @ dailyitem.com

SUNBURY — City council members 
accepted a $129,600 grant Monday night 
from the Community Conservation Part­
nerships Program toward the Sunbury 
Wetlands Ecological Education Park 
(SWEEP) project.

The Community Conservation Part­
nerships Program is offered through the 
Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources (DCNR).

Funding collected for SWEEP con­
struction in 2023 now totals $260,000.

See SWEEP, Page B2

East Buffalo 
discusses 
final budget, 
potential 
fire tax hike
By Chris Benson
cbenson@dailyitem.com

EAST BUFFALO TOWNSHIP - 
A final budget is on the horizon for 
East Buffalo Township but at this point 
it is unclear if taxes will increase.

According to Supervisor Jim Knight, 
a preliminary budget will be available 
in November with a final vote expected 
in December.

“We won’t know about tax increases 
until we see the budget,” Knight said. 
“1 don’t anticipate a general fund in­
crease.”

Knight says he does foresee an in­
crease in the fire tax.

Along with Kelly Township and 
Lewisburg borough, East Buffalo 
shares costs for funding of ambulance

See BUDGET, Page B2
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Encina CEO David Roesser talks with a concerned Point Township resident, Deanna Ikeler, during a meeting in May regard­
ing a proposed recycling plant in Point Township by Encina.

Recycling plant expected to boost local economy, create new jobs
The Daily Item

POINT TOWNSHIP - Economic 
development agency DRIVE (Driv­
ing Real Innovation for a Vibrant 
Economy) purchased land to facil­
itate the planning and development 
of a new circular manufacturing 
operation that developers say could 
inject more than $1 billion into the 
local economy and create hundreds 
of new jobs.

DRIVE, which serves Northum­
berland, Union, Snyder, Montour 
and Columbia counties, now owns 
a 101-acre site along Route 11 in 
Point Township that is the intended 
location of Encina’s flagship circular 
manufacturing facility, according to 
a media release on Monday.

“We are proud to be partnering 
with Encina on this project to bring 
private investment and well-paying 
jobs to our region,” DRIVE Exec­
utive Director Jennifer Wakeman

said. “We believe this facility will 
have a transformational impact on 
both our economy and the environ­
ment through helping to reduce our 
nation's growing plastic waste crisis.” 

Earlier this year, Encina an­
nounced its state-of-the-art plant, the 
only one of its kind in the nation. It 
would use advanced, proven technol­
ogies to convert recycled plastic ma­
terials into a raw product that could 
be used by other manufacturers to 
create thousands of new plastic-type

products.
The facility is expected to divert 

up to 450,000 tons of materials from 
landfills, incinerators and other less 
desirable endpoints. The facility 
will reduce the need to produce new 
plastic from oil and gas resources, 
providing sustainable solutions to 
customers committed to reducing 
their impact on the environment 
and catalyzing the transition to a

See SITE, Page B2

New ESL classes will be offered in Sunbury for area residents
"In  the  case  of  ESL,  many of  our  s tudents  are  looking for  work  or  to  do  a  be t te r  job  in  the i r  
current  pos i t ions .  Somet imes  they  s imply  want  to  be  able  to  communicate  more  ef fect ively  day  
to  day .  Our  c lasses  enable  and empower  them to  do  that ."

— Heather Haynos, adult ESL instructor at CSIU

By Cindy O. Herman
For The Daily Item

SUNBURY — It’s pretty tough to 
find employment — or talk to a child’s 
teacher, or understand landlord’s ques­
tions, or ask for help at the grocery store 
— if residents can’t speak the language 
of the country.

Through a partnership between the 
CSIU, the Degenstein Community Li­
brary and the Diversity, Equity & In­
clusion Office of the City of Sunbury, 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 
classes will be offered starting Monday.

An open house to learn more about 
the program and register for classes will 
take Monday, from 9 to 11 a.m., at the 
Sunbury Municipal Building on 225 
Market St.

Classes will be offered Mondays from 
9 to 11 a.m. at the Municipal Building,

and Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to noon at 
the Degenstein Library, 40 South Fifth 
St. An online Zoom option will also be 
available.

Andres Manresa, director of the 
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Office, 
reached out to the CSIU to help the 
city’s growing population of ethnic 
backgrounds.

“The city is becoming more diverse, 
little by little,” he said. “People have a 
hard time communicating when they 
come in to pay their taxes or talk with 
the code officer or their children’s

schools. One of my main goals as di­
versity director is to try to break that 
communication barrier.”

Heather Haynos, adult ESL instructor 
at the CSIU, said their adult ed classes 
help students achieve their personal and 
professional goals.

“In the case of ESL, many of our 
students are looking for work or to do 
a better job in their current positions,” 
she said. “Sometimes they simply want 
to be able to communicate more effec­
tively day to day. Our classes enable 
and empower them to do that.”

Manresa reached out to the CSIU for 
that very reason, the agency’s ability 
to help people, not only with ESL in­
struction but also with GED classes, 
citizenship classes and employment 
applications. So far, the ESL classes 
have had interest from people from 
Haiti, Santo Domingo, Central Amer­
ica and Puerto Rico.

“The CSIU offers a lot of educa­
tion, all free of charge,” Manresa said. 
“That’s one of the reasons I partnered 
with them, because they offer all of 
these classes.”

Some residents might have specific 
education or degrees from their home 
country but can’t apply that knowledge 
until they learn English. The CSIU is 
able to guide them in translating their 
skills and knowledge into finding better 
opportunities for employment, Manresa 
said.

“Everyone is welcome,” Haynos said. 
“If people cannot make it to the open 
house and have questions, they may 
call me at the CSIU, 570-523-1155, ext. 
2309. Messages may be left in Spanish.”

People may also email Manresa at 
amanresa@sunburypa.org or call the 
Sunbury Municipal Building at 570- 
286-7820.

■ Cindy O. Herman lives in 
Snyder County. Email comments 
to her at CindyOHerman@gmail. 
com.
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