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Health issues, derailment may be linked
Survey logged symptoms of residents near toxic crash
By Eric Scicchitano
erics@cnhinews.com

A survey of Western Pennsyl
vanians who live near the toxic 
train derailment just over the 
Ohio state border found more 
than 8 in 10 experienced at least 
one adverse health symptom 
since the accident.

The most common symp
toms are headaches, anxiety 
and ear, nose and throat issues, 
according to Dr. Debra Bogen, 
acting secretary, Pennsylvania

INSIDE
■ Ohio sues Norfolk 
Southern over toxic train 
derailment/A2

Department of Health.
She spoke Tuesday during a 

joint public hearing of the Penn
sylvania House Democratic and 
Republican Policy Committees 
held in Darlington Township, 
Beaver County, about 7 miles

from the derailment site in East 
Palestine, Ohio.

Bogen said 143 people com
pleted the survey as of Sunday. 
An additional 87 first respond
ers from the commonwealth 
who responded to the derail
ment took the Assessment of 
Chemical Exposure survey, 
with roughly half reporting at 
least one symptom occurring or 
worsening since then, she said.

The survey is voluntary 
and is open through the end 
of March. It isn’t an analysis

of individuals’ health data or 
medical diagnoses. Questions 
included potential symptoms 
experienced by pets, with about 
3 in 10 pet owners reporting 
their animals had at least one 
symptom.

While survey data will be 
studied for patterns to further 
explore, Bogen stopped short 
of drawing any scientific or 
medical conclusions.

“I think it is too soon to say,”

See HEALTH, Page A2

PREVENTION FORUM

Panel discusses youth suicide, 
student health in the Valley

Justin Strawser/The Daily Item
WVIA Senior Vice President Chris Norton speaks before a panel discussion during A Community 
Youth Suicide Prevention Forum on Tuesday at the Campus Theatre in Lewisburg.

Experts: Difficult talk with youth is necessary
By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem.com

LEWISBURG — Talking 
about youth suicide is diffi
cult but necessary, accord
ing to a panel of experts on 
Tuesday.

A Community Youth Sui
cide Prevention Forum was 
held on Tuesday at the Cam
pus Theatre in Lewisburg. 
The event, which was open 
to school district teams and 
community organizations

ONLINE
■ Read our mult-part look at mental health in the 
Valley/dailyitem.com

or groups that engage with 
youth, was hosted by the 
Mental Health and Resiliency 
Community of Practice of the 
CSIU Region in partnership 
with WVIA, Commonwealth 
University of Pennsylvania 
and the Central Susquehanna

Intermediate Unit.
“We have to acknowledge 

that it’s hard as hell,” said 
Dr. Sam Faulkner, director 
of the Pediatric Bridge Clinic 
at Geisinger’s Department of 
Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Health. “I ask kids every

day: ‘if you walk out of the 
emergency department, are 
you going to die?’ I’ve asked 
it thousands of times. I have 
conversations with nurses and 
teachers all the time where 
the idea of asking that out 
loud is absolutely terrifying. 
Of course, it is. It requires you 
as a grown-up to confront the 
fact that there’s a possibility 
of death with a child. We have 
to acknowledge that it’s going

See SUICIDE, PageA2

County DA files 
to have name 
put back on 
election ballot
Court document calls for 
injunction citing distraction
By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

SUNBURY - Northum
berland County District Attor
ney Tony Matulewicz is seek
ing an immediate injunction 
against the board of elections 
after his election petitions 
were denied because they 
were allegedly late.

Matulewicz, through his 
attorney, Charles A. Pascal 
Jr., of Leechburg, said he only 
learned the petitions were not 
accepted by the county elec
tions office through media 
reports.

Matulewicz filed the in
junction at 3:51 p.m. Tuesday 
and declined comment on the 
new filing.

According to the court doc
ument, Matulewicz said he 
arrived to the elections office 
prior to 5 p.m. which was the 
original time that Chief Reg
istrar Lindsay Phillips stated 
the office was open until.

When Matulewicz arrived 
he said in the filing “some 
individuals were creating a 
distraction and some were ob
jecting to his petition filing.”

On March 7, at the election’s 
office when he handed in his 
petitions, the time stamp said 
5:01 p.m., according to county 
records. Phillips accepted the 
petitions while Matulewicz 
was signing the paperwork.
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The of
fice, which 
county of
ficials said 
c l o s e s  a t  
4:30 p . m . ,  
h a d  t h r e e  
other county 
candidates 
i n s i d e  a t  
4:45 p . m . ,  
i n c l u d i n g  
Sunbury at
torney Mike 

O'Donnell who is running for 
district attorney.

Commissioner candidates 
Slade Shreck and V i n n y  
Clausi, along with Repubi- 
can state Rep. candidate Joe 
Moralez were also in the of
fice after 4:30 p.m. along with 
members of the public and 
media.

O’Donnell challenged Phil
lips and asked her why she 
was accepting the petitions, 
and Phillips said she made 
calls to state officials who 
said the office was open un
til 5 p.m.

Phillips then told O’Don
nell that state officials called 
her back and said if the office 
was closed at 4:30 p.m. then 
that is the official rule.

O’Donnell declined a re
quest for comment.

See BALLOT, Page A2

U.S. says Russian warplane hits 
American drone over Black Sea
By Karl Ritter
The Associated Press

KYIV, U k r a i n e  —  A  R u s s i a n  
fighter jet struck the propeller of a 
U.S. surveillance drone over the Black 
Sea on Tuesday in a “brazen viola
tion of international law,” causing 
American forces to bring down the

sharply and 
following an

unmanned aerial vehi
cle, the U.S. said.

But Russia insisted 
its warplanes didn’t 
hit the MQ-9 Reaper 
drone. Instead, it said 
the drone maneuvered 

crashed into the water 
encounter with Russian

fighter jets that had been scrambled 
to intercept it near Crimea.

The incident, which added to Rus- 
sia-U.S. tensions over Moscow’s war 
in Ukraine, appeared to be the first 
time since the height of the Cold War 
that a U.S. aircraft was brought down

See DRONE, Page A2
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County DA files to get name back on ballot
BALLOT, from Page A1

Phillips released a statement 
on March 8.

“The petitions were accepted 
as a courtesy pending review 
and a check with state code/ 
statute,” Phillips said in a press 
release.

“After review and consul
tation with the Department of 
State, it was determined the fil
ing deadline was 5 p.m. for state 
offices and the county deadline 
was 4:30 p.m. on March 7,” the 
release noted. “The petitions for

District Attorney Tony Matule- 
wicz will not be accepted be
cause they were handed in after 
that time.”

Northumberland County 
Commissioner and Chairman 
Sam Schiccatano said the office 
closes at 4:30 p.m.

“The building was open, 
so evidently people were still 
coming in and once they started 
questioning what time petitions 
were to be collected, a call 
was made to the state,” Schic
catano said. “The state said 
they collected until 5 p.m. for 
state offices, but they were not

100-percent sure about counties. 
So we took Tony's (Matulewicz) 
petition and stamped them until 
we were sure.”

Schiccatano said the office 
called state officials the follow
ing morning.

“We were told it was only to 
be accepted until 4:30 p.m. and 
we notified Tony immediately,” 
he said. “Because there was con
fusion, we wanted to make sure 
what we did was right, and that’s 
why we waited until we heard 
from the state. We only accepted 
his petition as a courtesy and 
we want to make sure elections

are run in the right manner and 
nothing was done wrong in this 
case.”

In Tuesday’s filing, Matule
wicz said he has never received 
any written notification from the 
board of elections on whether 
the petitions were rejected.

According to Election Code, if 
any nomination petition is found 
to be defective and rejected it 
would need to be returned to the 
candidate, the filing said.

“If in fact the board of elec
tions has rejected the nomination 
petition of Matulewicz, it failed 
to adhere to the requirements

SUICIDE, from Page A1

to hurt, it’s going to be difficult, 
and it’s necessary.”

An average of 17.43 percent 
of students in Northumberland, 
Snyder and Union counties re
ported having seriously con
sidered suicide in the last year, 
according to the latest data from 
Pennsylvania Youth Survey 
(PAYS).

If adults don’t acknowledge it 
as painful and difficult, “Then 
we just keep running from it,” 
said Faulkner. “It keeps us 
from asking the question. The 
question is sometimes the gate
keeper between life and death.” 

Faulkner was one of four pan
elists that also included Jennifer 
Jones, Children’s Case Man
agement supervisor and Child 
and Adolescent Social Service 
Program coordinator at CMSU;

Tia Dreckman, a counselor at 
Milton School District; and 
Dr. Thor Edmiston, superin
tendent at Warrior Run School 
District. WVIA Senior Vice 
President Chris Norton facili
tated the panel discussion and 
CSIU Chief Outreach Officer 
Dr. Bernadette Boerckel, the 
facilitator of the Mental Health 
and Resiliency Community of 
Practice, introduced the event.

Dreckman said society has 
created a narrative that middle 
school students are “extremely 
difficult and foreign” to adults. 
Students seem to have accepted 
that narrative, she said.

“Therefore, they are lacking 
a sense of love and belonging,” 
said Dreckman. “As adults, we 
have ostracized ourselves from 
the pre-teen and teen years. We 
have disconnected ourselves 
from this age group that needs 
us more than ever with a narra-

tive of ‘I just don’t understand 
what teens are doing,’ or ‘I just 
dread the teen years so much.’” 

Instead, adults need to align 
with young folks in meeting 
that need for love and belong
ing. When they don’t get it from 
adults, they turn to their peers 
who are going through the same 
changes and brain development, 
said Dreckman.

That is “spinning our chil
dren into chaos,” she said. “Mix 
that in with COVID over the 
past three or four years, we have 
a swarm of a hot mess.” 

Dreckman said not to dis
count the importance of relat
ing to our students and helping 
them understand the way they 
are feeling is OK.

“You are not foreign to us, 
you are not terrible,” she said.

Adults often forget the strug
gles of being young, and they 
often internalize their feelings

U.S. says Russian warplane hits American drone
DRONE, from Page A1

after an encounter with a Rus
sian warplane.

U.S. President Joe Biden 
was briefed on the incident by 
national security adviser Jake 
Sullivan, according to White 
House national security spokes
man John Kirby. He added that 
U.S. State Department officials 
would be speaking directly with 
their Russian counterparts and 
“expressing our concerns over 
this unsafe and unprofessional 
intercept.”

State Department spokesman 
Ned Price called it a “brazen 
violation of international law.” 
He said the U.S. summoned the 
Russian ambassador to lodge a 
protest and the U.S. ambassa
dor to Russia, Lynne Tracy, has 
made similar representations in 
Moscow.

The U.S. European Com
mand said two Russian Su-27 
fighter jets intercepted the

drone while it was operating 
within international airspace. It 
said one of the Russian fighters 
struck the propeller of the MQ- 
9, causing U.S. forces to bring 
it down in international waters.

Prior to that, the Su-27s 
dumped fuel on the MQ-9 and 
flew in front of it several times 
in “a reckless, environmentally 
unsound and unprofessional 
manner,” the U.S. European 
Command said in a statement 
from Stuttgart, Germany.

“This incident demonstrates a 
lack of competence in addition 
to being unsafe and unprofes
sional,” it added.

U.S. Air Force Gen. James B. 
Hecker, commander of U.S. Air 
Forces Europe and Air Forces 
Africa, said the MQ-9 aircraft 
was “conducting routine oper
ations in international airspace 
when it was intercepted and hit 
by a Russian aircraft, resulting 
in a crash and complete loss 
of the MQ-9.” He added that

“in fact, this unsafe and unpro
fessional act by the Russians 
nearly caused both aircraft to 
crash.”

Pentagon spokesman Air 
Force Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder 
said the incident occurred at 
2:03 a.m. EST over interna
tional waters, and well clear 
of Ukraine, after the Russian 
jets had flown in the vicinity of 
the drone for 30 to 40 minutes. 
There did not appear to be any 
communications between the 
aircraft before the collision, 
Ryder added.

The MQ-9 is capable of 
carrying munitions, but Ry
der would not say whether it 
was armed. The U.S. had not 
recovered the crashed drone, 
U.S. Air Forces-Europe said 
in a statement, and neither had 
Russia, Ryder said.

He said it appeared the Rus
sian aircraft also was damaged 
in the collision, but the U.S. 
has confirmed that it did land,

By Maryclaire Dale
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA - The 
first lawsuit filed over a Christ
mas tree fire in Philadelphia
— which killed 12 members of 
an extended family last winter
— accuses the city’s Housing 
Agency of lax oversight of the 
three-story rowhouse and a Cal
ifornia company of distributing 
an unsafe pocket lighter that 
children can easily use.

Lawyer Thomas Kline said

Tuesday that the city housing 
agency let too many people live 
in the unit, failed to hard-wire 
smoke detectors to prevent peo
ple from removing the batteries 
and failed to ensure that occu
pants of the upper floors had an 
escape route. Three sisters and 
their nine children died in the 
January 2022 fire.

“They had a property that 
failed inspections in 2015 and 
2017. They knew it was danger
ous and knew that there were

missing and inoperable smoke 
detectors,” Kline said. “They 
ignored every warning sign that 
you could possibly ignore.” 

And he called the colorful 
Techno Torch pocket lighter “an 
attractive nuisance to a child.” 

“The lighter didn’t contain 
adequate safety features that 
would prevent a 5-year-old from 
igniting flames, which is ex
actly, tragically, what happened 
here,” Kline said Tuesday, the 
day the first of several expected

of Election Code to advise him 
in writing of the reason or rea
sons for doing so,” according to 
Tuesday’s filing.

“Should the court not make 
an immediate decision on the 
underlying Mandamus action, 
the petitioner respectfully moves 
that this court issue a temporary 
injunction compelling his place
ment on the Republican Primary 
Election ballot,” the filing states.

“The need for immediate in
junction relief is urgent because 
the interests of the petitioner 
would be irreparably harmed 
as would the interests of the vot

ers of Northumberland County, 
who could be disenfranchised in 
voting for the candidate of their 
choice if injunctive relief is not 
granted.”

Schiccatano said on Tuesday 
that he still believes the elections 
office is correct.

“The elections office did ev
erything right and we made the 
call to Harrisburg and they ad
vised us what do,” he said. “Now 
let the courts decide it.”

No court date has been sched
uled.

Justin Strawser/The Daily Item
A panel of experts were part of A Community Youth Suicide Prevention Forum on Tuesday at the Campus 
Theatre in Lewisburg. Pictured are Dr. Thor Edmiston, superintendent at Warrior Run School District; Jennifer 
Jones, Children’s Case Management supervisor and Child and Adolescent Social Service Program coordina
tor at CMSU; Dr. Sam Faulkner, director of the Pediatric Bridge Clinic at Geisinger’s Department of Psychiatry 
and Behavioral Health; and Tia Dreckman, a counselor at Milton School District.

Panel discusses youth suicide
in front of their children, said 
Faulkner.

“Being willing to self-dis- 
close in the service of shared 
experience is something that 
can be a powerful tool,” said 
Faulkner. “’I have struggled, 
I have suffered, too.’ That’s 
something that kids don’t of
ten hear.”

The event opened with a 
screening of a portion of the 
PBS documentary “Facing 
Suicide,” and a WVIA short 
film about Abby Shaffer, a 
Bloomsburg University student 
whose personal struggles with 
depression led her to become 
an advocate for suicide preven
tion. It was the fifth screening/ 
discussion program WVIA has 
presented around the region 
based on the “Facing Suicide” 
documentary from Twin Cities 
Public Television.

although Ryder would not say 
where.

Russia’s Defense Ministry 
said the U.S. drone was flying 
over the Black Sea near Crimea 
and intruded in an area that was 
declared off limits by Russia as 
part of what it calls its “special 
military operation” in Ukraine, 
causing the military to scramble 
fighters to intercept it.

“As a result of a sharp ma
neuver, the MQ-9 drone went 
into unguided flight with a loss 
of altitude and crashed into the 
water,” it said. “The Russian 
fighters didn’t use their weap
ons, didn't come into contact 
with the unmanned aerial ve
hicle, and they safely returned 
to their base.”

The Russian ambassador to 
Washington, Anatoly Antonov, 
described the U.S. drone flight 
as a “provocation” and argued 
that there was no reason for U.S. 
military aircraft and warships 
to be near Russia’s borders.

Suit blames deadly fire on city agency, lighter importer
lawsuits over the deaths was 
filed.

The victims were all on the 
third floor of a brick duplex 
owned by the housing agency 
near the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art. As many as 14 peo
ple had lived in the upstairs 
four-bedroom unit at times, as 
the family grew over the decade 
they lived there.

The housing agency declined 
to comment Tuesday on the 
pending litigation.

Health issues, 
derailment 
may be linked
HEALTH, from Page A1

Bogen told state lawmakers.
The rare joint meeting of 

the partisan policy commit
tees, particularly one held 
outside of Harrisburg, saw 
state agency leaders testify 
about the emergency response 
and subsequent impact of the 
derailment.

Environmental monitor
ing in Western Pennsylva
nia, including independent 
water sampling, detected no 
contaminants related to the 
derailment on Feb. 3 and sub
sequent decision by Norfolk 
Southern to conduct a con
trolled burn of five train cars 
carrying toxic chemicals.

Randy Padfield, director, 
Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Agency, spoke 
of Norfolk Southern’s unilat
eral decision to conduct the 
controlled burn on five cars 
containing vinyl chloride, a 
volatile substance used in the 
production of certain plastics. 
About 12 hours before the 
burn was conducted, the rail
road indicated it considered 
a controlled burn for a single 
train car. Then, it shifted to 
five, he said.

“That was jaw dropping 
because we had no previous 
indication that they were 
concerned about venting and 
burning all five,” Padfield 
said.

Richard Negrin, acting 
secretary, Pennsylvania De
partment of Environmental

Protection, said thousands 
of datapoints from the mon
itoring are publicly available 
online. He spoke of how air 
monitoring in the state began 
within 12 hours of the inci
dent, with handheld monitors 
in use far faster in under three 
hours. The state has also since 
initiated independent testing 
of private wells and public 
water sources and also soil 
sampling.

The monitoring is largely 
contained to a 2-mile radius. 
Negrin said it will continue in 
the coming months.

“If we are to see some 
contamination of groundwa
ter into the future, we should 
see it within those two miles 
first,” Negrin told lawmakers.

State lawmakers expressed 
concern for long-term health 
impacts and commitment 
for long-term environmen
tal monitoring. State Rep. 
Arvind Venkat, D-Allegheny, 
an emergency physician, said 
significant investments will 
be necessary in the realms 
of physical health, behavioral 
health and community health.

State Rep. Danielle Friel 
Otten, D-Chester, said mater
nal and infant health effects 
must be part of any monitor
ing.

“This is something that 
could still be impacting fam
ilies who live here 50 years 
from now. We need to hold 
Norfolk Southern account
able for taking care of those 
families in the future,” Friel 
Otten said.

Ohio sues Norfolk 
Southern over toxic 
train derailment
By John Seewer
The Associated Press

Ohio filed a lawsuit against 
railroad Norfolk Southern 
to make sure it pays for the 
cleanup and environmental 
damage caused by a fiery train 
derailment on the Ohio-Penn- 
sylvania border last month, the 
state’s attorney general said 
Tuesday.

The federal lawsuit also 
seeks to force the company to 
pay for groundwater and soil 
monitoring in the years ahead 
and economic losses in the 
village of East Palestine and 
surrounding areas, said Ohio 
Attorney General Dave Yost.

“The fallout from this highly 
preventable accident is going to 
reverberate throughout Ohio 
for many years to come,” Yost 
said.

No one was hurt in the Feb. 
3 derailment, but half of the 
roughly 5,000 residents of East 
Palestine had to evacuate for 
days when responders inten
tionally burned toxic chemicals 
in some of the derailed cars 
to prevent an uncontrolled ex
plosion, leaving residents with 
lingering health concerns. Gov
ernment officials say tests over 
the past month haven’t found 
dangerous levels of chemicals 
in the air or water in the area.

Norfolk Southern CEO Alan 
Shaw apologized before Con
gress last week for the impact 
the derailment has had on the 
area, but he didn’t make spe

cific commitments to pay for 
long-term health and economic 
harm.

The railroad has promised 
more than $20 million so far 
to help the Ohio community 
recover while also announc
ing several voluntary safety 
upgrades.

Norfolk Southern said Tues
day in a response to the lawsuit 
that it was listening to concerns 
from the community and plan
ning to take additional steps to 
deal with some of those.

The railroad is working on 
creating a long-term medical 
compensation fund, a way to 
provide protection for home 
sellers if their property loses 
value because of the derail
ment, and improving drinking 
water protections, it said in a 
statement.

The lawsuit also asks for 
the railroad to reimburse first 
responders and state agencies 
for the costs of dealing with 
the disaster.

How much money the state 
is seeking isn’t known yet be
cause the response is ongoing, 
but Yost made it clear the cost 
will be enormous. “This was 
an epic disaster. The cleanup is 
going to be expense, ” he said.

Ohio officials met with Nor
folk Southern representatives 
on Monday and talked about 
several possible ways to help 
the people in East Palestine, 
including enhancing the vil
lage’s water treatment opera
tions, Yost said.


