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State awards CSIU a $3.5M grant
Funding will go toward student mental health programs
By Justin Strawser
¡strawser@dailyitem.com

MILTON - The Central 
Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit was awarded a $3.5 million 
grant to address the increasing 
needs of student mental health

in its five-county service re­
gion.

The grant from the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Ser­
vices Administration (SAM- 
HSA) is for over four years. 
Through the work of Project 
AWARE IMPACT (Improving

Mental health Practices Across 
Communities Together), CSIU 
will partner with the Pennsyl­
vania Department of Education, 
the Office of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services, The 
McDowell Institute at Blooms- 
burg’s campus of the Common­

wealth University, Geisinger’s 
Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Health (the largest 
sub-grantee), and community 
resource agencies to create 
sustainable infrastructures of 
support to address the grow­
ing mental health needs of stu­

dents and staffing shortages in 
school-based mental health.

“Everyone is talking about 
the mental health crisis with our 
children today because we can 
see it, post-COVID, but I don’t 
think we have even scratched 
the surface of the issue,” said 
Julie Petrin, the director of 
Behavioral Health Support 
Services who will oversee this

grant. “This crisis was build­
ing before COVID and it is just 
more obvious now. Giving our 
communities, schools and espe­
cially our students the tools to 
address the stress and trauma in 
their lives is probably the most 
important work I will do in my 
career in education.”

See CSIU, Page A2

TRIPLED FROM 2022

Township planning work 
on 21 miles of roadway

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

Motorists drive along Market Street in East Buffalo Township near 14th Street on Friday afternoon.

East Buffalo Twp. supervisors to open bidding
By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem .com

LEWISBURG - The 
number of miles of road proj­
ects in East Buffalo Town­
ship for 2023 is three times 
more than the previous year.

At Monday night’s pub­
lic meeting, the supervisors 
at East Buffalo Township 
announced they would be 
seeking bid packages for 
21 miles of roadways in 
the township. Last year, the 
township worked on 7 miles 
of roads.

“That’s a good thing for 
the public to hear,” said Su­
pervisor Chair Char Gray. 
“We have 51 miles of road 
in the township and we’ll be

doing work on 21 of those 
miles as opposed to 7 last 
year.”

If the bids come in under 
budget, Helwig said Public 
Works Director Stephen 
Mohr wants to implement a 
change order to include work 
on balers, Bull Run Crossing 
and Jefferson Avenue.

In other business, the su­
pervisors approved Herbert 
Rowland & Grubic, Inc., of 
Lewisburg, for professional 
engineering services for 
the Keila Drive Stormwater 
Improvement Project. The 
project for Keila Drive and 
Brook Drive will address 
stormwater concerns.

See WORK, Page A2

EAST BUFFALO TOWNSHIP 2023
PLANNED ROAD PROJECTS

PAVING ■ Adams Street
■ Washington Avenue ■ 14th Street
■ Adams Street ■ 16th Street
■ 14th Street ■ 17th Street
■ 16th Street ■ 18th Street
■ 7th Street ■ Harrison Street
■ 18th Street ■ Abbey Lane,
■ Harrison Street ■ Betty Lane
■ Abbey Lane ■ McRea Lane
■ Betty Lane ■ Wending Way
■ McRea Lane ■ Helene Lane
■ Hillcrest Lane ■ Colonial Lane
■ Route 15 South to ■ Hillcrest Lane
College Court ■ College Court

■ Fruit Farm Road
SEAL COATING AND ■ Stein Lane
FOG SEALING SOURCE: EAST BUFFALO
■ Washington Avenue TOWNSHIP

Jury finds 
man not guilty 
in attempted 
homicide trial
21-year-old was accused of 
shooting into occupied home
By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

SUNBURY - Denarii 
Springs was found not guilty of 
attempted homicide, aggravated 
assault and related charges by 
a Northumberland County jury 
on Friday.

Springs, of Northumberland, 
spent the last two days in court 
proclaiming his innocence af­
ter Sunbury police charged the 
24-year-old with attempted ho­
micide stemming from a 2020 
incident on North Seventh 
Street.

Springs, who only took notes 
and spoke with his defense at­
torney, Brian Ulmer, of Lewis-

burg, listened carefully as the 
jury returned after about an 
hour of deliberations Friday 
with not guilty verdicts to all 
of the criminal charges.

Springs breathed a sigh of 
relief after the verdict when he 
was able to hug his friends and 
family who were in attendance. 
He declined to comment on the 
case.

City police had alleged that 
Springs arrived at a home on 
North Seventh Street on June 
15, 2020, and fired a shot at 
the house, causing a window 
to smash and narrowly missing 
people inside.

See JURY, Page A2

County: Matulewicz 
should not be on 
ballot; rival files to 
be part of lawsuit
By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

SUNBURY - Northumber­
land County is asking a judge 
to keep incumbent District At­
torney Tony Matulewicz’s name 
off the May Primary ballot and 
his opponent has filed to be­
come part of the lawsuit that 
will determine the outcome.

District attorney candidate 
Mike O’Donnell filed Friday 
in court to join into a legal pro­

ceeding prompted by Matule­
wicz’s Tuesday request to the 
court for an immediate injunc­
tion to have his name placed 
on the ballot. Matulewicz’s 
election petition was filed and 
accepted late at the county 
elections office, according to 
county officials.

O’Donnell, in the filing, 
claims if the court allows Mat­
ulewicz’s name to be placed on

See BALLOT, Page A2
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bernetteb05 Academy

• Highest sewing speed (1 lOOspm)
• 30 essential stitches
• Super stretch (Lycra) stitch and blanket stitch
• Finger guard and 2 LED sewing lights
• 12 presser feet included
• High-quality extension table
Available in electric, treadle OR with battery adapter, uses 
batteries from your cordless tools; battery not included

Buy the B 880PLUS, B790E, B590E and get... BERNINA 880 PLUS 
The ultimate inGIFTS sewing, embroidery

PRPPI and quilting *
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BERNINA 590E
Perfect for sewists, 
quitters and 
embroiderers

ALL Longarms include in-home delivery, setup, and training.
BERN NA

with Adjustable
Foldable Table

• 16“ throat space for big quilt projects
• Unique digital thread tension adjustment
• Easy threading, independent bobbin winder
• Quilting without foot control
• Stitch Regulation for perfect stitches

SALE
s5,999
MSRP 57,999

BERNINA 
Q16 Plus
with Studio Frame

SALE
$9,999
MSRP $13,999

• Modular frame
• Available as 5 ft or 10 ft version
• 5 ft frame can be extended to 10 ft
• For quilts up to 104"
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Local/Nation
Calif, bill to 
protect docs 
who mail 
abortion pills

SACRAMENTO, Calif.
— Doctors in California 
who mail abortion pills 
to people in other states 
would be protected from 
prosecution under a new 
bill announced Friday in the 
state Legislature.

The bill would not let Cal­
ifornia extradite doctors who 
are facing charges in another 
state for providing abortion 
medication. It would also 
shield doctors from having 
to pay fines. And it would let 
California doctors sue any­
one who tries to stop them 
from providing abortions.

The bill would only 
protect doctors who are in 
California. If a doctor left 
California to provide an 
abortion to someone in an­
other state, that doctor would 
not be protected. It also 
would not protect patients in 
other states who receive the 
medication.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Officials prep 
security in 
case of Trump 
indictment

NEW YORK - Law 
enforcement officials in 
New York are making 
security preparations for 
the possibility that Donald 
Trump could be indicted 
in the coming weeks by a 
Manhattan grand jury and 
appear in a courtroom in 
an investigation examin­
ing hush money paid to 
women who alleged sexual 
encounters with the former 
president. That’s according 
to four law enforcement 
officials who spoke Friday 
to The Associated Press.

There has been no public 
announcement of any time­
frame for the grand jury’s 
secret work.

The officials say au­
thorities are just preparing 
in case of an indictment, 
so they are considering 
security, planning and the 
practicalities of a potential 
court appearance.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

N.Y. lawmaker 
urged to 
quit after 
allegations

ALBANY, N.Y. - A 
New York state lawmaker 
is facing calls to resign 
from the governor and other 
fellow Democrats after two 
women accused him of sex­
ual misconduct in 2015.

Gov. Kathy Hochul 
and U.S. Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez are among a 
chorus of state and federal 
elected officials who say 
first-term Assemblyman 
Juan Ardila of Queens 
in New York City should 
resign.

Ardila said in a statement 
posted on social media Tues­
day that he takes responsi­
bility for his actions and is 
“committed to a process of 
accountability.”

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Former Air 
Force officer 
gets prison for 
Capitol attack

WASHINGTON - A re­
tired Air Force officer who 
stormed the U.S. Capitol 
dressed in combat gear and 
carried zip-tie handcuffs 
into the Senate gallery has 
been sentenced to two years 
in prison.

U.S. District Judge John 
Bates also sentenced Larry 
Brock on Friday to two 
years of supervised release 
after prison and 100 hours 
of community service.

Brock joined other rioters 
on the Senate floor only 
minutes after then-Vice 
President Mike Pence, sena­
tors and their staff evacuated 
the chamber to escape the 
mob attacking the building 
on Jan. 6,2021.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Biden calls for strict penalties for failed banks’ execs
By Zeke Miller 
and Fatima Hussein
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON - President 
Joe Biden on Friday called on 
Congress to allow regulators 
to impose tougher penalties on 
the executives of failed banks, 
including clawing back com­
pensation and making it easier 
to bar them from working in 
the industry.

Biden wants the Federal De­
posit Insurance Corporation to 
be able to force the return of 
compensation paid to execu­
tives at a broader range of banks 
should they fail, and to lower 
the threshold for the regulator to 
impose fines and bar executives 
from working at another bank.

He called on Congress to 
grant the FDIC those powers 
after the failures of Silicon Val­
ley Bank and Signature Bank 
sent shockwaves through the 
global banking industry.

“Strengthening accountabil­
ity is an important deterrent to 
prevent mismanagement in the 
future,” Biden said in a state­
ment. “Congress must act to 
impose tougher penalties for

The Associated Press
President Joe Biden speaks as he meets with Ireland’s Taoiseach Leo Varadkar in 
the Oval Office of the White House, on Friday, in Washington.

senior bank executives whose 
mismanagement contributed to 
their institutions failing.” 

Currently the FDIC can only 
take back the compensation of 
executives at the largest banks 
in the nation, and other penal-

ties on executives require “reck­
lessness” or acting with “will­
ful or continuing disregard” 
for their bank’s health. Biden 
wants Congress to allow the 
regulator to impose penalties 
for “negligent” executives — a

lower legal threshold.
Congress has already begun 

to address the aftermath of the 
bank failures.

On Friday, the House Finan­
cial Services Committee’s top 
Democrat, Rep. Maxine Waters

of California, said in a letter 
to regulators that while she is 
crafting legislation to give reg­
ulators more authority, “it is 
critical that your agencies act 
now to investigate these bank 
failures and use the available 
enforcement tools you have to 
hold executives fully account­
able for any wrongful activity.”

The Justice Department, 
Security and Exchange Com­
mission, Federal Reserve, the 
California state regulator of Sil­
icon Valley Bank and several 
congressional committees have 
announced some form of inves­
tigation into the bank failure.

Additionally, a group of Sen­
ate Democrats on Thursday in­
troduced the Deliver Executive 
Profits on Seized Institutions to 
Taxpayers Act, which would 
claw back profits made by bank 
executives on the sale of stocks 
and compensation bonuses 
earned within 60 days of a bank 
failure, among other things.

And Sens. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) 
and Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) 
reintroduced legislation this 
week to strengthen the SEC’s 
ability to crack down on viola­
tions of securities laws.

Regulators: Nuclear plant leak didn’t require public notice
The Associated Press

Minnesota regulators knew 
four months ago that radioactive 
waste had leaked from a nuclear 
power plant in Monticello — but 
they didn’t announce anything 
about the leak until this week.

The delay in notifying the 
public about the November leak 
raised questions about public 
safety and transparency, but in­
dustry experts said Friday there 
was never a public health threat. 
They said Xcel Energy volun-

tarily notified state agencies and 
reported the leak of tritium to the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
soon after it was confirmed and 
that the leak of 400,000 gal­
lons of radioactive water never 
reached a threshold that would 
have required public notification.

“This is something that we 
struggle with because there is 
such concern with anything that 
is nuclear,” said Victoria Mitlyng, 
a spokesperson with the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. “The 
concern is very, very understand­
able. That is why I want to make

extra clear the fact that the pub­
lic in Minnesota, the people, the 
community near the plant, was 
not and is not in danger.”

State officials said that while 
they knew of the leak in Novem­
ber, they waited to get more in­
formation before making a public 
announcement.

“We knew there was a pres­
ence of tritium in one monitor­
ing well, however Xcel had not 
yet identified the source of the 
leak and its location,” Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency spokes­
person Michael Rafferty said

East Buffalo Township planning 
work on 21 miles of roadway
WORK, from Page A1

The scope of work includes 
the installation of four inlets 
at the intersection of Fairsom 
Court and Bel Air Drive and 
the replacement of two inlets 
at the intersection with Brook 
Drive. These inlets will cap­
ture the ponding water and 
convey it east to the existing 
swale, according to the town­
ship.

The conveyance system will 
consist of a combination storm 
pipe and underdrain (perfo­
rated HDPE storm pipe and 
clean stone envelope) along the 
north side of the road. Four- 
inch subbase drains will be 
installed on the south side of 
Keila Road and will connect to 
the proposed inlets, according 
to the township.

Another four-inch drain will 
be installed on the west side of 
Brook Drive and connected to

the replaced inlet at the inter­
section. The base drains on the 
south side of Keila Road will 
be connected to the upstream 
inlet by a four-inch schedule 
40 PVC pipe and capped to 
allow for maintenance, accord­
ing to the township.

The existing swale shall be 
reseeded to mitigate erosion 
from the increase in flow, ac­
cording to the township.

The township will have bids 
for these project later this year.

State awards CSIU a $3.5M grant
CSIU, from Page A1

Petrin said she hears educa­
tors, parents and students all 
asking for help and seeking 
resources.

“This grant will provide the 
system, the tools, the train­
ing and the knowledge to 
address what is happening to 
our children,” she said. “If we 
can make mental health as im­
portant as physical health and 
decrease the stigma associated 
with it, I think we change tra­
jectories for the future.”

CSIU Chief Outreach Of­
ficer Dr. Bernadette Boerckel 
said behavioral and mental 
health concerns have been sig­
nificantly impacting students 
in the 17 school districts and 
three Career and Technical 
Centers served by CSIU since 
pre-pandemic and student 
needs have only been exacer­
bated by the ripple effects of 
isolation, loss, and changes in 
learning modalities through­
out COVID-19.

To meet this challenging 
goal, the Project AWARE 
IMPACT team will assist 
school districts through a

"This  grant  wi l l  provide  the  sys tem,  the  tools ,  
the  t ra in ing  and the  knowledge  to  address  what  
i s  happening to  our  chi ldren .  I f  we can  make  
menta l  hea l th  as  impor tant  a s , 1 ,  '  11 1,1 
and decrease  the  s t igma assoc ia ted  wi th  i t ,  I  
th ink  we change  t ra jec tor ies  for  the  fu ture ."

— Julie Petrin, director of Behavioral Health
Support Services

needs assessment process that 
will result in action plans and 
resources which may include 
a three-tiered model for pro­
viding supports to promote 
positive behavioral health for 
all students, targeted services 
to those who need more sup­
port, and indicated-intensive 
services for those in need, said 
Boerckel.

The team will also assist 
with specialist-specific pro­
fessional development using 
the ECHO learning model — a 
combination of instruction and 
case studies for collaborative 
learning — to support the best 
practices of school-based so­
cial workers, counselors, and 
school psychologists, said Bo­

erckel.
They will further assist with 

referral pathways via student 
assistance programs (SAP) and 
Geisinger telehealth services 
to ensure that students in need 
of services receive necessary 
school-based and/or commu­
nity mental health, substance 
use, and co-occurring supports 
and services; and a Geisinger 
Bridge Clinic, which will offer 
a rapid-access-to care clinic 
for pediatric patients in acute 
psychiatric crisis, providing 
short-term, evidence-based 
care to children and families 
while simultaneously assist­
ing with the coordination of 
long-term access to therapy, 
Boerckel said.

Jury finds Northumberland man not 
guilty in attempted homicide trial
JURY, from Page A1

Sunbury Police Department 
officers testified during the 
two-day trial. However, state 
police forensic witnesses said 
they could not match any DNA 
from Springs to a bullet lo­
cated at the scene or find any 
other evidence that clearly

showed Springs had fired the 
weapon.

One of the alleged vic­
tims, Anthony Moultrie, was 
called to the witness stand by 
the prosecution Thursday, but 
refused to implicate Springs.

Northumberland County 
First Assistant District Attor­
ney Robyn Zenzinger, who

prosecuted the case for the 
commonwealth, then asked 
Judge Hugh Jones to declare 
Moultrie as a hostile witness.

Ulmer said he is happy for 
his client and was proud of 
the jury.

“We respect the decisions 
they made,” he said after trial 
ended.

Thursday. “Now that we have 
all the information about where 
the leak occurred, how much was 
released into groundwater and 
that contaminated groundwater 
had moved beyond the original 
location, we are sharing this in­
formation.”

Tritium is a radioactive isotope 
of hydrogen that occurs natu­
rally in the environment and is a 
common by-product of nuclear 
plant operations. It emits a weak 
form of beta radiation that does 
not travel very far and cannot 
penetrate human skin, accord­

ing to the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission.

Edwin Lyman, director of nu­
clear power safety with the Union 
of Concerned Scientists, said a 
health risk would only occur if 
people consumed fairly high 
amounts of tritium. That risk is 
contained if the plume stays on 
the company’s site, which Xcel 
Energy and Minnesota officials 
said is the case.

If regulatory officials are sure 
it didn’t move off site, people 
shouldn't have to worry about 
their safety, he said.

County: Matulewicz’s name 
shouldn’t be on ballot; rival 
files to be part of lawsuit
BALLOT, from Page A1

the ballot, he would be directly 
and immediately affected by 
such action.

Northumberland County So­
licitor Frank Garrigan responded 
to Matulewicz’s request for an 
injunction in a court filing earlier 
Friday.

Garrigan is asking Columbia 
County Senior Judge Thomas 
James, who will hear the case at 
11 a.m. March 24 in Northum­
berland County Court, to deny 
Matulewicz’s request and to issue 
an order saying his name should 
not appear on the ballot.

The document says Matule- 
wicz filed his nominating peti­
tions late, and the county should 
not have to put the two-term 
elected official’s name on the 
ballot.

Matulewicz, who filed his suit 
through his attorney, Charles A. 
Pascal Jr., of Leechburg, claims 
to have arrived before 5 p.m. 
March 7, the time Chief Registrar 
Lindsay Phillips told him was the 
deadline to file petitions.

O'Donnell, commissioner can­
didates Slade Shreck and Vinny 
Clausi and state representative 
candidate Joe Moralez along with 
members of the public and me­
dia were all in the office after its 
normal closing time of 4:30 p.m.

When Matulewicz arrived, he 
wrote in the filing, “some individ­
uals were creating a distraction 
and some were objecting to his 
petition filing.”

Phillips had announced to all 
who were present that the office 
was open until 5 p.m., according 
to a phone call she made to Har­
risburg election officials. Phillips 
later announced to the group that 
Harrisburg officials called her 
back and said the county office 
should close at its regular time, 
making 4:30 p.m. the deadline to 
file petitions in the county. Phil­
lips said she was provided the 
wrong information in the first 
call to Harrisburg.

O’Donnell immediately chal­
lenged Phillips and said Matule­
wicz was late, and the petitions 
should not be accepted.

Phillips accepted the peti­
tions while Matulewicz signed 
paperwork and another office 
employee notarized the docu­
ments. When Matulewicz handed 
in his petitions, the time stamp 
said 5:01 p.m., according to

DA Tony 
Matulewicz

Michael
O’Donnell

county records.
O’Donnell again challenged 

the acceptance of the petitions.
Phillips did not tell The Daily 

Item on March 7 that Matulewicz 
was not going to be on the ballot. 
Calls made to county officials on 
the night of March 7 confirmed a 
decision would be made during 
a meeting the next day.

County officials determined 
Matulewicz’s name would not 
appear on the ballot. Phillips, 
in a statement, said she took the 
petitions as a courtesy.

According to O'Donnell’s fil­
ing, through his attorney, Timo­
thy Gates, of Harrisburg, “Should 
the court take this leap and direct 
the board to add Mr. Matulewicz 
to the primary ballot, despite his 
untimeliness, proposed interve- 
nor (O’Donnell) would be sub­
stantially, directly, immediately 
affected by such a decision.

“No more would he be the 
sole candidate for the Republican 
nomination for district attorney 
and as a result significant time, 
resources and effort would be 
necessary to advance his chances 
of receiving the plurality of votes 
to secure the Republican Party’s 
nomination,” the filing said.

Matulewicz, through Pascal, 
claims he only learned March 
8 that the petitions were not ac­
cepted by the county election’s 
office through media reports.

Garrigan said the county ad­
mits it did not send him a letter, 
but argues that Matulewicz was 
informed of the filing deadline 
on March 7, that the office was 
closed when he arrived to file, 
and office personnel took his pe­
titions as a courtesy, according 
to the filing. The county admits 
there were other candidates and 
members of the public inside the 
building after 4:30 p.m., which 
the county said was the time the 
office was to be closed.

Garrigan said in the filing, 
Matulewicz also did not pay the 
filing fee after he turned in his 
petitions.


